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PREFACE 



The fir^t Geological Survey record selling forth ihe history of the bound- 
ariea ct ;:.g United States and the several Slates and Territories was prepared 
by Heiir, Gannett, assisted by Fronldin 6. ButterH«l<l and was pubUdisd as 
BuUelin 13 oi the Geological Survey in 1885. The second f^dition, revised an-! 
ttnlorged by Henry Gannett, was published as Bulletin 17 1 m 1900. Tiie third 
edition, also revised by Gannett, was published as Bulletin 226 in 1904. A 
mvinoii and eniai99inent oi Bulletin 226< which included additional matter 
Inddenledly eoimcded with boundartes, was prepared by Edward M. Douqias 
"i.d issued in 1923 as Bulletin 689. It was again revised by Douglas in 1930 as 
Bulletin 817. Bulletin 1212, prepared in 1964 by Franklin K.Van Zandt, t« a 
revision of Bulletin 817. 

This professional paper, prepared in 1974-75, is a revision cf Bulletin 
1212. The revisions include clariiication and modification of descriptions oi 
certain boundaries. Some of tfiese dumges ore a iwull of resurveys and 
remonumentation by competent authority, which make It easier to trace the 
boundary on the ground. Some follow agreements between neighboring States, 
which have flimi be«i approved by Congress. Inletest In the sovereignty of 
off-shore areas has called for delini'icn of the lateral maritime boundaries be- 
tween neighboring States that border the oceans or the Gulf of Mexico. 

Disputes over land boundorlea have been resolved by actions brou9hl 
before the U.S. Supremo Court. 

Changes in the national boundaries ore brought obout by treoUes. Some 
islands whore the United States no longer reloine soveieignty ara omitted 
from this pui>UcaUon. 

Stallstfco) data, mainly in Aie back of this paper hove been brought up-to- 
date, mi l li'.' i.^ :ie numerous minor additions and deletions as appropriate. 

Many Goverrunent agencies and oificials, particularly the following, eup- 
idied useful bifonnotion: Bureau of Land Management. Department of dte 
Interior; Office of Territories, Department of the Interior; Bureau of the Census. 
Department of Commerce; Coast Guard. Department of Transportation; Na- 
tiond Geodetic Survey, Department of Cbmmeree: The Geogiapher, Depart- 
ment of State; and Office of Polar Prormrr.s Nnticra'. Sci-nce Foundation. 

State agencies have contributed intormati v. h. li lias aided to bring this 
paper up to date. 

To aid in the maintenance of cuirent data lor this publication, readers 
are requested to report any errors or obsolete infonnaUon ftiat comes to their 
otlenUon. 
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BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND THE 
SEVERAL STATES 

BY FRANKUN K. VAN ZANOT 



EXPANSION AND GROWTH OF THE UNITED STATES 



The original iairitory oi the United Stales, as de- 
flnadby QwtnatlMefNovflinberdO. 1782, avid Septom* 

b«r 3, 1783, with Great Eritoir was bounded on the 
north by Canada, on Iho south by the Spanish Colonies 
o< East and West Florida, on the oast by the A'lanii.. 
Ocean, and on the west by the KliaalBslppl River. It 
faicTuded (he Thirteen Original Colonies and the areas 
claimed by ihe:n. 

One oi the difficult problems oi the new nation was 
the existence of extensive unoccupied tenttory between 
Iho Thirteen Original Cclonies and the Mississippi 
River. Seven oi the Colonies claimed large ports oi 
this territory and some oi the ckdnit w«» ooniBcUng* 
Recognizing the possibilities for dispute In this sSKirr'inn. 
the Continental Congress on October 30, 1779, passed a 
resolution recommending to Virginia and the other in- 
terested States that they refrain from granting the un- 
appioprlaled Tonde in die weeiem teiritory during the 
continuanrR of fho Revolutionary War. 

The seven States claiming these areas responded 
favorably to this action and during iw ported from 
1781 to 1802 c<?dcd the lands tc the Ferterr:] Gnvsrn- 
ment. These la;'.ds. which became She nucleus of the 
public domain, i.arrluded the area that is now Ohio. 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigon, Wisconsin, part of Min- 
neaohv, Aldbatna, and Mississippi The United Siolias 

continued to hold t.tle io 'he "JL-apprcprialed land* and 
to administer the lows relating to them. 

The remainder of the original territory, embracing 
whrrt is now included in the Stales of Kenhicky, West 
Virqinio Tennessee, Maine, and Vermont, was claimed 
by va.'ious Slates as being within their orfgbxd limits. 
Kentucky was port oi Viiginia and TaniMSsee o part of 



North Carolina. Modne was a port of Massachusetts 
unUtlentatad flw Union in 18ZD. VwiBont was the sub- 
ject e? cor.fllciltiq claims of the States bordering upon 
it. The parent States all relinquished their claims and 
consented to iho odmission of the new Su^te.s. West 
Virginia was separated from Virginia in 1863 and be- 
came a State by act of Congress. All these tMw SlertM 
rotainod title to fhsTOEant unappropriated lancb within 
their limits. 

Additions to the original terrltorY — the ocqulslllooa 

of Louisiana from France in 1803 and of Florida from 
Spain in 1819, the Texas annexation in 184S, the estab- 
lishment of Amadoan title to Oregon Territory in 1846, 
the Mexican cession of 1848, and the Gadsden Pur- 
chase from Mexico in 1853— brought the aggregate area 
of the conterminous ' United States within its present 
boundorles to 3,022.387 square miles. .All the vast areo 
west of the Mississippi except the Slate of TeiBos be- 
t-iTme a part of the public don-.nir. 'he United States 
retaining the ownership of the public lands. Congress 
mode an exception for Tems, consenting to its odmie- 
s!or. irto 'he Unicn with the provision thai Tr-xas should 
hold lUle to all vaccr.t unappjopriated laads williLi Us 
limits. 

The Thirteen Original Stales organized the Federal 
Union under the name of "The United Stotes of Amer- 
ica" by ratifying the Articles of Ccn federation and, sub- 
sequently, the Constitution. The boundaries of these 
Stales were not defined in the Acis of faHfloalian, but 
in general the States maintained their claim to their 
colonial boundaries which had been established by 

■TIlB WWd "oootaraiiiwus" U used to r«<«r lo (k» 4B Slalm. •xdwliag 
iUaika aaA Itnrall. ■'CMlMBid" WMi 9Mm ImMm AIhIw. 

I 
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loyol ckcrM oir by ogfeemenL Some overlapping tent- 

lorlal claims were not finally settled until many yooffs 
later by decision of our highest court. 

The other Stain ware admitted into the Union by 
ads of Congress, usually upon pettHon oi the dttzens 
rsslding in the territories in question. The boundaries 
olibose Slates were defined in the enblir.a nc's Hn-.v 
•var for same Slates, notably Missouri and Texas, the 
boundoriSB wwe chcm^ed by subsequent leglslaUan. 

BOUNDARY PROBLEMS 

The boundaries oi the United States and of the seV' 
aral Stales were determined as a result of treaties, 
purehosM, oolonial charters, and Ads of Congrees. The 
aefaal loeoUon of flie boundary on the ground has (re- 

quently been a diffiailt : K:l:!p:r. because of lack of 
knowledge oi the physical features oi the topography 
by ttiMe who defined flie oeune of Oie boundary, lock 
of clarity in the description, and etiors in surveying 
the prescribed lines. 

These difflctdties are undecskniddble. The need for 
a de1orminnf*on c? iTir.pdic'inn rrisas early in the setlle- 
meul oi a new comiuy, frequency before much explor- 
ation has been done. Old maps show many mistakes 
easily recognizable from our knowledge ol g eography 
today. Often the remarkable thing about these mops is 
how accurnte 'lif^y aiB.- The nia[i.'r.aki?i ky.ows t'r.at 
much data and many position determinations enter 
into making an cKcurale map. The historian has given 
us a picture of the vast regions unexplored in the 18th 
century, the lack of roads, the hostile Indians, and the 
small populotion for so large an area. It is Utfte wonder, 
then, that the 'rea'ymaksrs fmmd !^ A\fHr:i]\ to define 
the limits of naiional sovoroignty a.-.d Ihst j! is even 
more difficult to mark them on the ground. 

Inexact wording has ire<iuenUy mode ambiguous the 
intent of the signers of fhe document fixing a boundary. 
Disputes over the meaning of treaties have led to long 
negotiation and sometimes to war. Court records are 

•A mitp of 1h» colonial period. Ilio Mip o( ll>» Brltl«h and Trwich 
dDiol)iion« In Morlh Aiii«rle«. ' hj Cr 1-hn )/i'eJi«;i, w»« poeiibly prinltd 
kMtWMA 1762 but f*t4io«d ih* ongin&l puhlicAtion daSo, ITSS. 

Coplas oi MHdwU'a imp %r«c* UMd «l dUhwM i Hgw el Sw mtgMMBm 
in M» tatwMB tfw AatMtotft «b4 BflHih fnam «l lb* pmc« HmHm 
d I7S2-83. 

John AdimA wrsi* i^Atdirnj Ihis map: "W* had before us. through llie 
irho^e no^otia'tons. « var.tsif hv.t It w«a th« M;f-hcl"t aaap upon 

which was Darked '-i.i ih- whr It. bo'jrir|-.ry nl i>i<. Umii^'I S !*(•» " Mo 
^uitcutu copy has »o far been identiiied as the one ihus referred to. 

A cepy cf lb« MiclMII mp uttd bi ;«ta lur, «>• ol ih* Aowriaui «■>• 
■miftiwii. M whch • Nd Hm wm Aotn M MleU* «■• •! Ik* jw S»' 



full oi suits brought to settle ownership oi property. The 
same type of disagreements arise over limits of politioet! 

divis'.or.s: r.ations, sta'es, and even counliQs. Unfor- 
tunately, in the cose of nations, there usually exist no 
courts that can mcdce a decision and enforce it Bitter 
quarrels have arisen cvor boundaries and somo sur- 
prising claims hove been advanced, such as the cry 
of "FUty^our forty or flght" Yet almoet <dways cooler 
judgment has provailcd and Ih© matter was settled 
fairly. The aurrender lo the Federal Government of land 
in the Norihv.est Territory claimed by some of the 
Thirteen Original States illustrates the concessions thot 
were mode which permitted the orderly development 
o{ the new nation. 

Surveying methods and practices hove been greatly 
Improved since the days when most of our State and 
national boundaries were located. Latitude and longi- 
tude delerminaUoms ore made with greater aorauaoy 
today, OS are angle and distance measurements. This 
accmacy is due to beiter i.-.sti'.unents and higher rf?- 
quirements. The early surveyor had to endure many 
hardships. Sometimes it is surprising that his work woe 
as good as it was. 

It is legally well established that a boimdary or 
property line once marked on the ground and accepted 

by the interested parties becomes the true line, whether 
or not it follows the written d^oription. The surveyor 
who reruns die line must find where it is tolher than 
move ic confcrn: lo 'he vrardin^/ cf the c>ri<T!na! d'?cu- 
ment (I4b U.S. 503, 103 U.S. 316, 137 U.S. 584; 267 U.S. 
39). Conflicting boundary claims and lack of knowledge 
OS to Ihe eieact location oi the boundary hove presented 
probtems to the courts and to Ihe surveyor through the 
■/&:::;:. D.s jqrf^emants between adjoining States, or be- 
tween States and the Federal Government, that cannot 
be settled by negotiations are brought to the Supreme 
Court for decision. 

The following discussion on how boundaries ore 
e«tabliKhed and changed, on the boundaries of the 
United States and additions to its territory, and on the 
formation of the various States and the establishment 
of their boundaries are presented for their hlatoricat 
and geographical interest and for a reference to those 
who do not care to take time lo go to original source 
material. Certain factual information concerning areas, 
attitudes, and geography is presented ot the end of the 

inarr boundary propoiali. Is now in Ihe Ubftry o( Ihe New Tofk Hiitwleil 

Soaety- 

tn Ihe Brilisb Museum there Is a tlM«il7 nnoUMd Copy at MUchaO^ 
nap lhat has on II a red boundary lUM, Vhidl dlSm lum SmI M <tm 

Jay copy (Moore, 1899. p. IM. ISl). 

The Library of Congress hti many ooj^et o( ihe Miichci: map bej.-des 
!hote published m DiglaRd. ilKluding 7 French. 2 D.il-h. 2 Il.ili.v-. .vr.d 
2 Spaiuah »tu*>, 4> well as 40 or more re^icduciionj oi p^ri; :.l ih» caap 

AJihough Ihete are b<at ertois in ihlt map. In l7g2-« it wet the bMl 
•«iU«M*. MMlIn 11927) Mtfad, "U aniwn le b» *t omI topMMU 
In Aaartetn tutott." 
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book wtth the thought that it is ci general interest and 
is reodily available So the Geological Survey. 

HOW BOUNDARIES ARE 
ESTABLISHED AND CHANGED 

Boundaries between countries ore established by 
treaties mode by the sovereign powers concerned 

(Briqham, 1919, y . 2:^1 2191. 

A boundary between two States oi the United States 
may be changed by ogreetnent of (he State legislatures, 

but this agreement must be approvrd by Ccngress. 
The U.S. Congress cannot change a Staio boundary 
without the consent of the State, nor can two States by 

mulucd agnenmt change th»ir common boundary 
wldwol flie consent of Congress. Ths consent of Cbn- 

gress to a chanrifi in n boundary need not be granted 
by a special act but may be infened from subsequent 
legislation.* Several Umes Oongrese has given Its con- 
s^nt in advance for adjoining Slolee to fix an Indefinite 
wo lor boundary between them.* 

A boundary between a State end a Tyn iny was 
fixed by Joint action oi Congress and the State. Bound- 
aries between Territories were fixed by congressional 

Qf-hori al' irit,. lj;;--i.;ter^ b^'v.'O'^n Ski'f??, re:i;Trd;i-.' 7 r:r/,:r.ri- 

ories must be settled by the U.S. Supreme Court, whose 
decisions ore final. (14B VS. 503. For reference to the 
procedure for submitting boundary disputes to die U.8. 
Supreme Court, see Martin, 1930, p. 113.) 

Long acquiescence in flie poeeeseion of territory end 
in the exerdse of dominion and sovereignly over il is 
conclusive of the Nation's title and rightful authority 
(136 U.S. 510; 202 U.S. 1; 270 U.S. 295: 4 Howord 639). 

The statute oi limitations in the possession of land 
does not operate against (he United States or a Stole, 
ond title to Government land cannot be ocquired by 
adverse possession.* 



• O.S T.ur.rtr-f Cn:<-i P»r<^ , >! W»ll4C». p, ViSS t78 US, 3»4«l; U9 

US. iC7 .1 a\ ;|'r|-:T -n IB'?; 1 1 Vr^lBlW Oi lb* US. SupTMII* COUM in?t>r.l. 

wtr* dnSgn<l«d hf rh« Mra» ol ih* oHicI*] reporlar and « numbvr. Son'' 
MM •( Smm Mriy Mperls «m imw auBbtnd MriiJIy iIm. la ordw ol 

llWl* IMA » br Crsnch (tcnal Hoa &-13I. IBOt to ISIS: )2 by WWslon 
(Mild NM. U-Z). 1916 lo 1B27. 16 by Peten lirrial Koa 26-41). I«2t to 
I8«: 24 by Howard (sarial Koa. 42-6S), 1M3 it) IW"; 5 try BUrt 
Noa. 66-57), IBEl lo ie62: and 23 by Walle-r (=«r;v Ncr -.f-'K] isfl -o 
1874. Baginniog tnth No. 31, for I87S, the Tolumea hava ba«n numbered 
tmUUj ■aly. IhliaMii M to iImm MpwlB tm iiinlimiiillj aada Siua: "6 
aaodi M.~ "10 Howanl Ml" Milal ntwlMr al Om VahlMa la mm»- 

tiznefi Q'vcn ^frt^r^^n^ wllh v ?V fhv refarencaa MIW (1MB Ift Sm 

kinr. 57 US Wt.' z„».ms-j v T rl -he 'JS. SuFMMa Cailrt MfaMi, 
p. 2?t, tlM r^9« nur&b*r Aiwaya b«ing glvan laat.) 

*n Stal. L 1160-1161: 36 Slal U 661: a«« *lto 41 Stal. L 1447. OUIar- 
•DCM in tMi vetums le aeia ol CongrMa. )etBt raaoluUem. and pr*aldanHal 
|iTc<7Km!<:t7<is. containad in l)w U S Stalul*« al Irarg* ara ^ITan In lb* 
for:r, une:^ baia. or in Ihfl latar reler^nces. lha "L'* la dfoppad. "36 Stat. 
L ¥-r' I3n Slat. esi). hw aiample. meana *, 36. p 881.) Saa Arrlela tV. 
aac :i ol lha Coiutitution ol tha United Sla>aa T))» cenditieRa undar wh)e)i 
nlUlcatlon b^ Congiwa ia aaacntial «• daacijb«d at tanglb in M> \i£. 
amt. Sm alw «n a wn l tw i ta»*wr at flit ^aaa4fc» l» <ti» asWce. 
IMM 17, m. un iwiS br lha ailamar vouial al tMa* to a Htm laslt- 
Mlw irnimmiT al Ibii Wmt, f mi Jag Sw MMi i i aiii l M handMr. 
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When original bounder/ irjcrrlcr. hnvp hoGn dostroyod. 
"the low. as well as common sense, must declare that 
a supposed boundary Une long acqpdesced in is better 
evidence of where the real line should be than any 
survey made ofter the original monuments have dia- 
appeawT (Stewart v. Oorlelon, 31 KUch. Repta. 270; 
Diehl v. Zor.cer 39 Mich. Repts. 601). 

An original monument determines a point on a 
boundary wilfa grooler certainty than courses and dis- 
tances. "ErrofS in courses are immaterial" (23 Wodlaoe 
46; 103 U.S. 316). When courses have not been ncorkad, 
a line long rf-cr.:Tri;;:erI [:;• a boundary must be ac- 
cepted as such (103 U.S. 316). 

Three of the most common means of defining a 
boundary are: 

By a water boundary, such as ci s-.z'iani, lake, or other 
iody of water, 

By 'T divide between two drainage basins, 

Hy 3 meridian of longitude or a poroHel of latitude. 

Tpp Inai -jf thos«* depends for Its cxactiliidp cn ihi? 
work, oi the surveyor. There is no doubt as to the intent 
of Aie -wording when o parallel of latitude is specified, 
because the numbering always begins with zero n\ ih? 
equator. The numbering of the meridians now gen- 
erally ooosptsd incrr.:3s?5 from zeio to Ihe east and 
west of Greenwich. This has not always been so, and 
even today in some countries the initial meridian ts 
the one passing through their capita!. It; Ihe U.'dted 
Slates the Washington meridian was used as a point 
of depxsrture in mudh of flie 19lh oenlury. 

The act of September 28, 1850 (9 Slat. 515), provided, 
among other things, "That hereafter the meridian of the 
observatory ot Washington shall be adopted and used 
■2S 1h>:> Arrirriccin meridian for all astronomic puiposes 
cii.u * * ' that the meridian of Greenwich shall be 
adopted for all nautical purposes." This Od was re- 
pealed August 22. 1912 (37 Stol. 342). 

The Washington meridian posses through the center 
of the dome of the c'.d ".-^r.vr.] Ol.isf^rv iiury al 24th Street 
and Constitution Avenue, N W., Washington, D.C. It is 
S hours. 8 minutes, 12.15 seconds or 77*03'(S,3" west 
of Greenwi'^h The longitude given here is derived by 
aslronomic cbservation. The geodetic value is greater 

•39 Fad 654 95 Pac. 278. Ratarancaa givan hale Ir =a Thit r«dor»l 
Rapcriar and The PaciBc Hopoitar. Tha lonner aourea haa to do with Fad- 
atal CAiaa in coufts balow tha Suprama Court, and tha laTlaf vMl SMta 
aupcama court caaaa in iba waatare part of tha Uoitad StaM. Saa Ad al 
Oak A 1921, PaMie Na. MS, TOMi Goa«., lat eaadiaaBa aadw iMA • 
palani a«r ba abWaad to QMMd AMn hud haU lor » yaM* tnitf 
"calat al Ma." 
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by 3J ■■OPOdBj about 300 feet. Because of the differ- 
•no* bstWMH CStonomic and geodetic vnlues and the 
lock of precfsfon tn acirly surveys, a boundary referred 
to tlie Waalilnqton ineridian by even dsijiHSs :v.uy bs 
several seconds in Icuigitude from its position as defined 
in Ifae enabling act. DwimgrlfaspaTlodof naarly 6ZyBarB 
that the act was in forcro. the mericJlonal botuidaries of 
the Territories coid States of Arizona, Colorado, Dakota. 
Idaho. Montana, Nevada^ and Wyomlnq and the States 
of Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, and Uloh were 
referred !o the Washington meridian. 

The use of a divide or ridge summit for a boundary 
has considerable logic to support II. It is a noturol 
barrier and lends to confine political and economic 
activity to some extent. The intent of the document de- 
fining Ihe boundary la dear, and the topogropher can 
mark the line on the ground within very ctoee limits. 

If by treaty or s'at'^le a nonnaviqnble i^ver or smaller 
stream is named as o lx>undary between States or 
notions and nelflier ihe bank nor the main channel Is 
specified, Ihe line midway between Ihe two banks Is 
the actual boundriry. A treaty, statute, or cession may 
specify thai ono bcmk or the other is the boundary; in 
that case either Ihe hlqh water or '.h» Inw waler mark 
may be Ihe line, according to the wording of the agree- 
ment. For example, the north boundary of Kentucky Is 
the low-water mark on the north bank of the Ohio 
(see p. 94, 1 11), as fixed by die act of cession by Virginia, 
and Iho high-wa'er mark on the wsk; bc^nk of IHr 
Chattahoochee River forms port of the west boundary 
of Georgia (13 Hovrard 3B01. 

If a boundary llf.t^ described as following the? mlddlp 
of a river intersects an island, it is Ihe usual policy to 
give the entire Island to the State or Govsmment to 
which the qreater part wo'.'ld fti!l. This rule was fol- 
lowed by the commission acling under Article VI of the 
treaty of Ghent in lixinq the St. Lawrence River bound- 
ary, and also by the Rhode Iskmd ond Massachusetts 
commissions.* 

No land cen b« considered an Island unless li if sunoun is^i by 
wnter «! an time*. The same tT.">rt land r>inn-i be eonietiines ir. 
JT'/niu-ky and somatlineii In InH;.in.i .^--mii-.q T. 'he rise Mid ItU ol 
Ihe ilvei. It muBl be Alwaya in Ihe one Slate at the other.* 

• Per r e h te n ee to ibe nee ol the water of Then SmI eroaa Slate Ham, 

atn"r»e1 cf iawt, bit^ina-rnphT o' 70 «nltl«« rfliHna fs that •uMeet, 
•ee HmderLdrr and Mcokcr, 1717, v. 90, p. 1035 ICS!) Suo also 208 tJ-S. 
4S. ^9 U S 419. 20", L> S 4S 38 (AikMHa Hlw). 2S9 U.S. 418 (UiaBle 
River). 282 U S m rw.r. H.>et, MM.!. M VJ. Hi QMmm* IBtMt). 
aS3 U.S. 423 (Colorado River). 

•5 Whealat m. See 4MMa legetdtog WaK Wend. IMiHiel MtMt. 
II WMUwl*. 



Where runnitvj streams are the boundaites b«twesn Stales, * * * 
wImu the bed and channel are changed by Ihe nAlural and qradual 
prooMW known es ectialOAS and occreiicm, the boundary follows the 
ruftmt eOMM ef Itie sliHin [see 26S U.S. 499): whUe ii the atrMm 
bem tar ««■■, nilunl or •l11fkh«L $uddenly leaves U* «U load wd 
(onns « M«r one, by H»» pneum kaovm as avuUton. *• TMuMoq 
dung* o< diMUMl w«A» no ehMoa ol baundaiy, wWdi iMite M 
UMaOddl* of dw «U diaiml lor on cm bM* M iwd br 
•Hbeuqii iw vrator awf b* flowhig in R [24B VS. 173). 

So long M thai dimiwl Iw R wm pwvtoiM to anndiloal immIm 
a running siraam Ihe beundaiy marlisd by It to stitl subfeel to fa* 
changed by oroiion and aeerallont but when the water ba c o m aa tiae- 
n^.- : * ' ' the boundaiy Ohiii bacBHia lUnd ia ttw Middle ol the 
channel (246 U.S. 175). 

Thus a Ibie described by Stohite or treaty as a river 
boundary may later lun aeross dry land, where it re- 
mains fixed unless the river returns to its fonner chon- 
nol and c.-har.ijOis (lie channel by slow Gcl'ion. Thgre 
oie many illustiatlons of this rule in Ihe United States— 
for example, odon^ the Mtasouri River between kOssouil 
an 1 Kansas and between Missouri and Nebraska, and 
on the Mississippi between Tennessee and Arkonsas. 

If fitter on avulsion Am boundary is again moved by 
r.ov.' ci; cr?>tions, a Supron» Ccjrt rule (18 I'owcrrd 150; 
1 BVjcs. 209. See also 48 Mich. 88) requires that the 
kyjuiidary be so placed that each State (or individual) 
shall have a water frontage proportional to what it was 
immediately after the avulsion occurred, genercri dbeo- 
Hons only being considered.' 

When a navlQabla river constifules the boundary between two 
lndei;«ndent Slalaa. tha line deilning tho po;nl at which the fuilsdlc- 
Hon oi tha two aaptrMaa ta wall aatabHahad to fa* iha mlddl* ef Ih* 
nwta dtaonal of Ata attaan.* * * " Tha esnlroUtoq coiialderatioa wlildt 
flzaa tha lurladletloo balwaen iMlghborlnq Stataa faeidtrins OA a 
iiavlsiU* aUMm "la Ihai wlildi praianaa to Mcli Slato aqttaMr ta 
(ha right ol narigation tn lha rlvor."** 

The rule as lo what consUtules a navigable stream 
or lake was reaffirmed in a decision by the U.S. Su* 
preme Court dated Fdaruory 1. 1926 as follows: 

Straaott ar Mkaa * * * am navigiUa ' ' * fteir m vati or 
•umsNble of babis uaad in their natural cr oidlMnr wmtMns as 
highways for eommmea * * * wheilMM' fay •taaniboiii. aafllng Tveiali;, 
or flat boats f270 U.S. 4'51 

By common law, only arms of the sea and streams 
where !he tide ebbs and flows are deemed navigable. 
(140 U.S. 383.) 

The terms "thalweg." "iaiiway," "midway," or "mcdn 
channel" are used in the definition of water boundaries 
between Slates, meaning tha middle or deepest or best 
novlgable channel. They are applied lo water bound* 
oriss In sounds, bays, slroils. qulb. esluariss, and oflier 

' Man^ ex3inT:<]es of Ihe applicAhon d( :hii rule are shown en Ihe map* 
aocompanying lha reports ol the commlssteoef* who setabHsliert the 
koaadarr between O M slwa and T«Ma alaag Sia Had M«ar. Saa lamM 

4, Tan. 31. 1927, U S 6ai>r«aM CeiM. 

•TV.is ruir hi? r.v arr^'ici'i'in 1d a Tutf 'javmn&'i by co<nvenHon 

or cy 5 sr^c.fll n^hl based -n pnc: rott«iion 1S©b 2CC US 29 1 
^'lO'JG 35= ti'.v 1«7 US. 7 13 OTIIS U^. 51 MJ S 177-114 214 US. 

m r:^ 7A( US 247 US If I us 3t ii7 us. 28?. 219 'JS 
ConvMilton wlih Mexico, Nov 12. 19S4, Art. I. See OpinJone ol the Attorney 
OasMal. nSCb «. •, pl in^ua lar aMr ntnanaas to Smm ndaa la 
Mataailnaal law. 
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arms ot the sea, also to boundary lakes and land- 
locked seas In which lher» is a daepAvolir MdUng 

ChORUMl. 

Th* middk «l th* cImbmI rstMi lo lh« ipks wUhln which 
em «)d wfiMllr 4» PM*. 1M» 1m and oHin alAMir b i ww 
dw lw« famkt. n it Mt iMeMHrflT lh« dMpMt ehamwl. widch n«y 
b* ■» eroeted thai 11 em npt b* OMd." 

Th* tru* w«l«r boundary 1tn«i iet Mississippi River Siatm ar« lines 
along lh» middle of .'r.e jna.ii channel ol navtqatlOD ts 11 axisled in 
1783, subjocl lo r^ijrh rr-.^n^n'? Its h«v© <>n:-urf<*d gin-:>Ef that fljne 
Ihiouqh llitunl and qtadu.i. rr-^'-tisrrs [/4S " S 15PJ 

For Slates bordering on Um Muiuxsippi the rarms "midrlln c! 'ha 
Mississippi River," "middle ol the main channel o) the Mi::r.::--.ippi 
IUv«r," "lh« center of Ihe main channel cl that river" ate synonymous 
[147 VS. Ill 

Choaig«8 in rtvms ooused by the warki cl pum do 
not chantje boundaries. 

The biiiliin cI;/i-> o: iher stiuclures In a river does not '.vrti 
an altoralit;!) in a b ini^iry lin» noi does i! aflect the aovaneitpity ol 
the State ever ir-o .--r.-i -i-'-Mp,.;.,; hy s-rjclilllifc. * * • H» who 

owns submerged iand Q:<nr. ir n Iirri reciamted." 

Each Stale may eatablisl. :\.'.ca c i property over land which emerges 
on <rith«r tid* ol m Inteislale bcundar/ stream, but such rules ezlMKl 
to torn iManMto bgundwy line onl/ (246 U S 176], 

b a cas» regonilng title to land aloQ« a Udal streom 
in o newly created Stale, the U.S. Supreme Court de- 
cided (3 Hov/a:d 212; 9 Howard 471; 13 Howard 25> 
that the shores oi navigable riven and the soil tinder 
diem up to UgWoter moric belon? lo dte adfofnin? 
Slate, not 'o tlie United Stales, but this gonorr.l rule 
may be modified by lieoty, by statute, or by atjree- 
ment between Slates when approved by OongreM." 

Grants of Innd hy !he United Slates bordering on 
navigable waters extend to the mean high-water line, 
but Stole laws differ in this respect. 

When a State is admitled to the Union it becomes 
vested with the title to lands under navigable waters 
up to mean high-water mark.** bul title lo the beds of 
ncnuiovlgable rivers remained in the United States 
when new Stoles were orcio/ilzed from areas Aot were 

formerly piublic land !'283 U.S. G6';. Staler ]av.'s cannot 
affect titles vested in the United States (283 U.S. 75). 

What oonstthites the hlghwoler line on the shores 
of oceans, lakes, and rivers has been the subject of a 
great many court decisions (156 Wisconsin 261. 272. 
See also 258 U.S. 574). which may be summarised as 
follows Uohneon, 1919, p. 160): 

Tim pofnl on (h« bank er ahefe" up to vrbtch Ihe presence and 

-li-'I-in C'f fhc •/.Mi.-r i' .-.o ^■^r.ii-.i] - iiF f[i to k-svn ^ di:li:ic'. iri«;k either 

" 147 U.S. I. For iBany reiersnces lo ceuil deeWotM regetdlBa waMs 
boundaries, see Bid* litB; V. 1, pi 2a-«n end tStA IIM. p. M Md 

dlsp 141 

u See briel (or the Jniled States In Uaitae IWhrar S Cstl 0»k V. Ow 
United States, U.S Supreme Court. Ocleber Mm, IKO, |>. 70, ISS. 

»See OpSnlons of the AttonieY OeiMfal, ISSfi, v. t, p. 443 44 tj S 3}4: 
I3S U S m 2&S U S. 56 and CUrk (1922, p 295). 

>« 140 U S 371; 94 U S. 32S. Ripwian rights of Individuals dlffef b) dlBer- 
•nl States at* not well daAiied. Mpsrlan nghts In Eiigland and Cwdl 
•re ablr described in Canadian Surveyor, luly 1931. p. 7-16. 

"For referancse lo Ihe meaning ol shore and shoreline, see 224 lllknols 
43: 79 North Eastern 296, 1907, 12 Lawyer's Reports Aanetaled, new set. 
«^jy.^a^*iUiw»^3M^^ U S«ulh WaM« Ml. MtOt I Uwyw't 
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by sntlca dsslncam d iMtMttial vaqsMlan, or o»h«r MiUy raeov- 
nind ^Mttciwteiic. 

The following are Supreme Court definitions: 

Tb* b«l ol th* mwr inchjdM * * * aU of tb* mm wbteb to k^M 
pencil eaUy bara of v«g«l«lkw bjr lb* wiab of dw mlm d Hm iM«r 
b«m YMt to ytaur * * >• «lihmigh pwis «d ft «• Mt dry for nonlbs 
■I « How. * * * 1h» budc d «• rtw fdw Had Avwl * * * Is lb* 

W«lM-wMh«d and relatively permaneat elavtHon or dsdMly |4aaap 
raonly called a cut bank] at the outer line ol the rtvw bed vrtlldl 

b'.parales the S L-d '.rzn 'he adwcant upland ' * ' inJ sep/es oon- 
i.ne the waters wiUua the bed * * '. Tr^v t-Dui.daiy in'eadad is on 
and along Ihe bank at the average or mean level ^-talv.ed hy iho 
watern whon they reach and wash Ihe bank without ovorilcwir.g It. 
rOfcl^-'^rrn v Texas [Red River boundary case), 260 U.S. 632. 645.] 

The shoreline is "the line which is washed by the 
water wherever it covers the bed of Ihe river within its 
banks" (13 Howard 418. See also 5 Wheaton 379). It 
lies "along Ihe bank at the mean level attained by the 
WYXteiB of the river when they reach and wash the 

bank without overflowing it." 

The question has often h>een asked whether a bound- 
ary defined by statute or treaty, as on o specified 

parallel of latitude or meridian of loricri^udo, should be 
located by direct astronomic observations or from 
geodetic oooiputations giving o oMon poettton dertved 
from a great number of obsorv-titions It has tjonerally 
been agreed that an aatroncmic location is the proper 
one, but astronomic and geodetic positions may differ 
materially. For escomple the astronomic slattane on the 
49th parallel boundary east of flie Rocky Mountains 

vary trorr. 6 seconds north to 8 seconds south t;f the 
mean parallel of latitude — a range of more than a 
quarter of a mile. It seems likely that far future surwys 
geodetic positions wi!l be used wherever available." 

Diiierences betweer. astronomic and geodetic values 
for the some position on the Earth's surface are often 
a cause of confusion. An adjustment of the triar.qula- 
tlon net atn'oss Ihe United States, connecting many ac- 
cepted astronomic stations, resulted In the adoption of 
flie VS. Standard Datum. When this horlsontol datum 
was accepted by OoRiodo and Mexico, and their own 
positions connected to It, It was renamed the Noith 
American Datum. 

After a genetdl odhutmenl by the Cbat CBid 
Gecdptic Survey, o new datum was adopted, called 



<• Bm niiiliiii oi the aitenMr fiMMl d tt» iMIi d Hmt IMi lipl- Hi 

MS. on tfw Meaning ol Ihe "Ita* al Uf/k walai^r wUeb laeladaa rahf^ 
eoeas to many da ds lei i a. 

"For a disoMalea a( (Ms lubied, i«« US. Cor.a (1877. p. 260, 261, 
ten. Sum elm Ibdosu aad oiban (1921. p. ICSi) and Swaittat (1«Z7, 
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the 1927 Norlh Americxm Datum, usually referred 
to as 1927 N.A.D. Triangulalion station Meades 
Ranch in Kansas was held fixed. Its position Is latitude 
39'^13'26.686", longitude 98°32'30.506" 1927 N.A.D. (see 
p. 170). The shift necessary to convert geodetic coordi- 
nates from the old to the new datum varies from zero 
to about 100 feet in latitude and a similar amount in 
longitude. The displacement increases with the dis- 
tance from the fixed point. 

In this publication, 1927 N.A.D. values are so labeled. 
They are used where they are available or where the 




conversion is practical. No change is made where it 
is desirable to retain the historical value or where the 
accuracy of the original determination does not warrant 
it. 

English units of measure are retained in this pub- 
lication because of its historical nature. Distances are 
given in miles and feel and sometimes in yards or 
chains. A chain is 66 feel, and there are 100 links in a 
chain. Some old surveys are recorded in perches, which 
are a fourth of a chain, equivalent to a rod. 

Because of the adoption of the metric system In the 
United States, and the conversion which is now In 
progress, conversion tables are given here for the con- 
venience of the reader. 

All boundary lines should be well marked, the size 
and character of the marks depending on the impor- 
tance of the line. (See figs. 1, 2.) Many State bound- 
aries, even some run in recent years, have been very 




FIGURE 1. — Boundary monuments. A, The mark farthest north on the Lake of the Woods meridian boundary; 

n, monument on the Mexican boundary. 
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FIGURE 2. — Stole boundary monuments. A. Northeast corner of Connecticut: /?, corner between Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut; C, north end of line between New York and Pennsylvania; D, monu- 
ment 20 on Mason and Dixon Line. Photographs by Erwin Griswold. 
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TABLE 2.— CeavwilM of aOM to kflgniMiM 
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UNrriD STATU AND THI SKVIML ITATn 



Ir.ndeai.iately rac::ked, by b'.cizos on Uees or by sicnes 
BO small that they could be easily carried oH. Hundreds 
of flxniKincfa of doUan spent bt iMgatkm and In Ihe 
resurvey of old lines would hove been saved had the 
lines been property marked v/hen first run. Many lines 
have marks at intervals of 1 mile. A better nde to 
foUoviir is to place the marks in such a way that from 
any one of them two others may be seen; therefore, 
a!l obstructing trees and brush should be cleared away. 
Marks should also be i>laced oi road crosBlnqs and 
olher importonl points. 

A State-Un© mark should project not less than 3 feet 
above ground (4 feet is better} and should be so firmly 
set lhat 11 cannot be easily overturned nor disturbed by 
frost. Theso rcnd'.licns arc mos' p^isily met by con- 
structing monuments oi con ciots or oi metal posts set 
on conmlv bases. Each monument should hove the 
Stole names on onxelte sides; it should bear also the 
year of survey, an tdentffyin? number, and, if prac- 
ficablo. a rpf^rpnre to the treaty cr act in ac.:;orJ-iri:?e 
wllh which the line was run. The following specifica- 
ttens ivefe pirepared for Ow monuments on the New 
York-Connecticut boundary, survey of 1909-10, and 
are quoted as affording examples of adequate marks: 

Th» monumenls «» lo he of good-quality light-colored granite, free 
from s««ras or olhar defects, sfralghl and oi fuU (ize throughout, not 
less th«n 9 nor mcic I.Han 10 !oe( in 1enq4h, 12 Inchea square 4 (eel 
down <rnm the top. tiperinq iram 12 iodiM mvM9 to not oww IS 
tadiM square In tb» nml lt4 iMt ead DM hm IbMt 12 tadm Mr 
ner» (h*n 20 Inchas on toy f*e» Qm iwt oi th* dlitaiw*. Itw toe and 
rt» lour (Mm ot oadi amniiaiMi lor 4 diBtwM o[ 4 Im4 fnm th» lop 
or* to bo cut imoorti «| tbiht «nqlw wMb Mdt olhar and Untabed with 
Soil warib Hi* lipHiiia peilleii to p«M«d to • moalli wmn 
miImw to eonfojui to Hm dlmMialam elnn. Tha ramalnlng potfion* 
to b* ItA w apU. bal fitn an*, tioi Iom Ibm 12 IndiN aqum 
Oirouqhout llw bottam 1e be not less than 12 lacfaea iqaAn and 
aullltaolUlir M ri^l M9)«a lo the sides, and everr Petol of Ute lower 
S ia*l of llw ilone must U« outside :ho plan«s of the smooth-cut por- 
Ooi». On one side ■will be ml Ihe letters "K. Y."; on the opposite aide 
will be cut the letters "CONN." On the third side will be cut the 
ilgutea "1909." * ' ' Additicnsl alaillsr lellors ohall bo 
ordered. " " ' The letters ' N V ' and "OONTJ ' m.' i: 5 [i::'::vi 
biqii.' Itl* flquiea lo be 4 Incites fatqh. Ail letlari to k« cut w<th 
V'afaapad tttmUMttm M laail % tacb daap^ 

These monuments were set in concrete bases 4 feel 
square and 5 feet deep. 

The most recent practice in marking curved or 
crooked boundaries Is to make them a series oi con- 
necled strofqht Mnee; for water boundaries, suitable 
ref&re:;rF rr-. irk.s are se: or. s'r.oio. This p!an v.-iis 
authorized by the British treaty of 1906 for the rivers on 



the Canadian boundary and was adopted in marking 
the Moaoochusetts-Rhode Island line. 

The boundary incrks should be prc^cc'i^d by 'law and 
should be inspected frequently and repaired whenever 
necessary. Some States provide for aoA olientian— 
New York at 3-year intervals, Pennsylvania and Mass- 
achusetts at 5-year intervals." 

A UJ5. slatule, approved March 4, 1909, mtdcse It a 

misdemeanor to molest any tncnurr.en^ or wi'r.css tree 
on a Government survey. It i lavides an loUows: 

Whoever shall wiUlully d<-5': y d'.':»ce. clianoe, cr remove to 
«DCIbe: place any section cornei. quajier-Bectlon coiner, or meander- 
peal, on any Govetninent line of survey, or shall wtllhilly cut down 
any witness iroo or any tree blared lo merle tho tine of a Govern- 
laonl s'JTvey, cr shall v.-illlu!ly. defaea, dlSB S B, ot remove any monu- 
mant ot banch muk of uy Govaraaiaiiil mmmf. ahall bt Unod im4 
iBoiw than two hundred and Mr doltan. or lot prisoned oM mott 
Hua abt moelfaa. ot both (Crin. Coda. aae. S7; 3$ StoiL L. IQWJ. 

The neoessily for preserving boundary marks vros 
recognized by oKt^::, v.-hv. wrote 'Dc ileronomy xlx, 14): 
"Thou shall not not remove thy neighbor's landmark." 

Many teferenoes to court detMoaa recording bound- 
aries can be found in the following pubiicalions: 

Clark, r. E, I9Z2. A treatise on the law of surveying and bound- 
aries: Indianapolis, ^bbs Mcrril Co . chap. 21. 

Lawyers Ccopetalivt* Publishing Co . 1928, Digest of U.S Supreme 
Ccurt reports. Boundaries: Rochester. N.Y.. v. 3 p. 1339-13"i7. 

Mack. William. 1910. Cyclopedia oi law and piocodurc: Now York. 
American Law Beck Co.. v. 36. p. 842. 

Mock. William. 1910. Cyclopedia of law and procedure; New York, 
American Lav Book Co., v 36. p 842. 

McKitUey. W. U., and Rich. B. A.. Baling case law. 1914, Bound- 
aries. V. 4, p. 77-132,- I9tS, Slalea, v. 25. p. 373-378. 

HicUa. T. J-, 1909. Tfaa •oqrelcpadla ol Supraow Court lapwti: 
Charioeaiwllla, Va.. v. $, p. 494-S07. 

Moei*. I. B, 1908. A dtqaal oi Intemalhinal law: SBOi Gees., Xd 
saia.. K Doc. UK v. 1, p. 2». 273. 619, 747. 

Skahen. R. H.. 1930, thm lagal •lamanli o( boimdaitoa and atQaeanl 
pnpanlee; Indisnapolla. 

Taylor. R. H . 1874. A ireaMse on ih« law ol bound arisa mi teoeaa: 
Albaoy, 'A'illiam Gould & Son. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES 

PROVISIONAL TREATY 
WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 1782 

The original limits of the United States were first 
definitely described in the provisional treaty concluded 
wlfti Great Britain November 30. 1782. The second 
orllcle of that treaty defines them as (oUows (see Hg. 3)** 

(Malloy, 1910, V. 1, 581): 



>• Sm Kaw York U«i* let im, ch«p. 421, ead lar ISIS, ^btp. m, 9mn- 
•yivania aci approved Mtv i, SMfr «ad tliiaa>rtiimin aa» ln d Lowi, 

diap I, fee 4 

**Th« north end ot tho >c5iom boundary of '.ho U-i'jiii\r^ Purcl-.tna. na 
shown in liga. 3. 27. 34. 3&, and 43, u eUgblly In error. FroB a petRt on 
the boimlair » vUm taaiti «f Ike 4Mi piiinal. lha Una abaald ran aailh. 
•aahraid iwMad «f aaMhwaaNiaie, aa aa la aailiida Iba Si. Itey ]S«at 
drainage baifai I ram lha L aalalMia Paw h iaa ane, 
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TREATY OF LONDON, 1794 



BOUHiMmni or thi 

UNITED STATES AND THK SKVIIIAL STATIB 



ARTICLE IL Fiom Iho northwest anqto cf Nov« ScotUi. v.; ihjl 
angle wliich U lormacl by a line drown due north Irom Ihe source 
ci St, Croix River to the hlgWanda; along the highlands which divide 
thcsB rivets that empiy Ihemielves into Ihe river Si, Lawrence, irom 
those which fall into the Allanllc Ocean, to ihe norlhwoslorTjnort 
bMd oi ConmcUcul Hlvai: Oimim dowa along ih* nlddW el ibtt 
livw tD Mw 4Sd) daqn* oi agith tattiida; fmrn ihanM by • line 
due «MM an tM l««tndto mdl It aMkM Ih* riwar baqMi «r CMtn- 
quy ISl LiiwfMMl: IhMtw aloatg Hw aiddto cf Hkl ilvw Into Uk* 
Omuala, tumn^lk Ih* middte of mM kiw ludD tt iMkM di*«Man»|. 
cadom by water balwaan Aim lak* and Lafcw Eito: ihann alonq ttia 
middle of said cammunieuten into lake Erie, through Ihe iniddle of 
Mid lake until it arrive* «» Ihe water ccmmunica'inn between thai 
lake and Lake Hurcn: ihence alcng Iho middle oi said water ccm- 
munication into the Lake Huron- thence through the middip of wid 
lake to Iho walor coromunicalicn between that lake and Laki- T i i>ri--: 
Ihence through Lake Superior northward of the Ules Royal and 
PhelipF«aux. to the Long Lake; thence through the middle of aald 
Long Laie, and Ihe waler conirounbcaiwn between It and live Lake 
of Uw Waoda. lo ih* aald Lak* of (b» Woodi.- Ihencv through iKw 
Mid lakv to th* moal BorihvMatam polM ihaMol, and ftcn Oman 
M kite* WMt cotine la llw ilvar MHartmprfe Hwnc* by « tbi» to U 
dmmni aleng llw mfcldto d iha aald rtvar IflaiualppI uaM « ahall 
tadaiaael Ifa* noilbannioil part at llw aiti da9ra« of nerth lall- 
litd*. SsMlh. by a line 1o be drawn du« «ail tram die datannlnaticn 
of tlw Una lul nantionod. in the latitude ol 31 dagraa* nertli of the 
■qiiator. ro the middle cl Iho river Apalochlcola or Calahouche; thence 
along the middle thereof tn its (unction with the rilnt River,- thence 
straight to the head of St, Mar->' riivnr and Ihence down along the 
middle of St, Mary's River to the Atlantic Ooan East, by a line Id 
be drawn along the middle ol Ihe river Si, Croix, Irnm lis mculh in 
the bay of Fundy to its source, and from its source dlroclly itotlh 
to Iho aJctesaid highland* wh>ch divide Ihe rivers that lall into Ifaa 
Allanllc OcMn Horn thow whldi Ml into iha rivaf Si. Lawmwar 
eeoipnhaMlliig all Maada wMMn Hvmly tNouat al any part «f lb* 
ahofaa ef Aw UbUad Sitlaa. and hdng balwaan Itann to ba Aawn 
dua aaai fmi lha peMa whara Iba afwa ad d bonndartos bawaan 
Mova Scctla OR Ibo am part and CasI Florida on Ihe other, shall 
taspecilvely touch lha Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ooean: oicepl- 
ing such Islands as now ate. or heretofore havo boon, within thf> 
Uraits of the said proviivce of Nova Scotia. (See p. 104 lor « sepuale 
aiiida anacbad to tMa lnaly.1 

TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIM, 1788 

The definite treaty of peace v.':th Grent !?ri!ain. con- 
cluded September 3, 17&3, defines the boimdarios ol 
the United States in fanes ^mllar to ftow of the pro- 
visional treaty. 

The northern boundary became at orvce a fruitful 
:-;c urce of dissension between the two countries. From 
the time oi Ihe condustop of peace almost to the pfeamt 
day 4ie defln{t« location of this line has been the sub- 
ject of a series of trealies, '.-cmmi^sujns, t:nH survey:;. 
An outline history oi the settlement oi this dispute 

iolIoWBi 



The iourth article oi the treaty oi London, signed 
November 19. 1794. provided that 

Wniaraaa II la une«ftain whether the river MItaiialppi eitandt aa far 
10 Ihe northwAKl as lo be intereecled by a line to bo drawn dua 

west irom the Lak^ ---'t 'Mr- Wrcdr-, in -:ip inar.nnr rnf-nli ncri in |ha 
treaty of p«ace between :-.s M.ncjiy and the United. Slates: • • • 
Iho two pariios will proci-'uc. i y amleiUa BaqoHallaM. to fagvlMa 

•.ho bc-andary lino in tliat quartet. 

This matter was not settled, however, until 1818. 
The fifth article of the same treoty mokes provision 
for settling another doubtful potnt, as follows: 

V. l. jiLci: d -Ll- have arisen what river was tt jiy Inlen-i'i i i -; i-"-r 
me name ol the river St. Croix, mentioned In Ihe said ueaiy of 
peace, and forming a pari of Ihe boundary therein described: that 
cpjeslion shall b* raiened to ihe final decision of commlssicns to t>» 
appointed in Iba loltowing manner, viz. * * *, 

Here idlow provisions that His Majesty and Ifas 
President of the United Slates should each appoint a 
commlss leaner, and that these two cainrriir-:sirnHrs K'-.fy,i',':l 
agree on a third, or if they should fail to agree on the 
Othd, he was to be chosen by lot in their preaene». 

Which was the ir\;.-. 5', Croix River had hern a matter 
oi controversy between the governments oi Massa- 
chusetts and Novo Scolia since the year 1764. 

The commissioners appointed under the foregoing 
provisions decided, on October 25, 1798, that the river 
called Schoodlac and the northern branch thereof 
(called Cheputnatlcook) Is the true River St. Croix, and 
that its source is at the northernmost headspring of 
the northem branch aforesaid (Gallatin, 1840, p. 5). A 
raomuosnl woe wected oi that spot under ttie direction 
of flw comminloners. 

TREATY OF GHENT. 1814 

By the trealy oi t jcrjc^ concludeii a; Glicnt Dcccinbor 
24, 1814, it was a irt^ed I j provide for a final adjust- 
menl of tiw boundaries described in the treaty of 1783 
that hod not yet been detennlned. The boundaries in 
question embraced certain islands in the B<r/ rf Fundy 
and the wtiole oi the boundary line irom ttie source of 
tlie River St. Crobr to 4ie moet norOiweslem point cf the 
Lake of the V.'onds (Mnllcy, 1913, v. 1, i- S15). 

By the iourth article, provision was made for the 
appotntroent of eommisdoners to bbUIs ihe tMo to eev* 
eral islond;? !n the Passamaquoddy Bfiy, v.-hidi !s n 
part of the Bay of Fundy, and the island of Grand 
Manan, in the Bay of Fimdy. The fifth orttde IDode 
provision for Ihe appointment oi commissioners to settle 
the boundary from the source of Ihe River St. Croix to 
the Iroquois or Cataraquy (St. Lawrence) River. The 
sixth and seventh articles provided for commisslcMiers 
to continue (he line to the Lake of the Woods. 

It was provid^t^ ay lli::^ treaty ilia' hi rase ':ny of 

the boards oi commissioners were unable to agree they 
should iiidl» separately or jointly o r«pof t or i«poirls 
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to th«lr reapacttve govwnmentB Blalln? the polnto on 

which Ihey differed anc3 the qroundL-: t::i wlilr-h they 
based their lespective opinioDS. These reports were 
to b» raierrad to soma frlsndly tmmnign ot Stato Idr 

arbHrnlion. 

The iirst and third boards of commissioners men- 
tioned above came to at^reemmts, emd the parts of 
the boundary referred to Ihem were thus finally de- 
termined; but the commissioners appointed under the 
UUh article, after sitting nearly 5 years, could not agree 
on any of the motlen refeired to Ihem, nor even on a 
general map of the country exhibiUn? the boundaries 
respf?c■!ive^/ clalirieci ::y na::;: y'Cir.y. Tliay arc-;;i riin fly 
made separate reports to their governments, as pro- 
vided In fhe treaty. 

The first of these commissions awarded Moose, 
Dudley, and Frederick Islands to the United Slates 
and all other islands in Passamaquoddy Bay and the 
island of Crrnd Monon to Great Britain- 

Th© following is the text of the report (MaLoy, 1910, 
V. 1, p. 621) of the third of these commissions, which 
had under consldecalion that part oi the northern 
boundary between the point where ttie 45th parallel 
of north latitude strikes the St. Lawrence and the point 
where the boundary reaches Lake Superior: 
Dadalea gI Oi* eanaUMlaiMn undw Ih* dirth anllele «l th* KMly 
«f GhMit. dom M men, tn dM Slai* tt N«w Ywk. IWk Itm*. Ittt 

IW«] de dadde and Mtf* thai iha MtewJav^ieillMd Una 
(whMi la noia claarly Mlcalad en a aarlia «1 aapa aeeMnpaiiySnQ 
Ihto taport. aahflHIlag eocract aurvwya and ^IlnMlieni of all rhrats. 
lakaa. watar comtnuniraUons. nnd Islands embraced by ihe sixth 
aHida of lha (reoly of Ghent, by a b!acl lino shaci«d on lhe Bri'tsh 
&ld& with fed, and on thu Amoricdn sida with hluo, and <Mch shoot 
of which series o! iDaps Is Identified by a rejlihrale, subsTtibcd by 
th« ixminlsslonors, and by the two piincipal suiveycis employed 
by thnm). Is the irua boundary Intended by the (wo befcre-montl^jnecl 
tnMiios, thai is to aay; 

B<>3innmtj at n stereo monumanl. aractad by Andraw EUic:<tt aiq., 
IB tho ypAf □( OUT Lnrd 1817. on lha fouth bank, or ahora. ot tho 
aald ilvar Itequeja or Cataraqwa (iww eo]lad Ifaia St lawranca). wldch 
iDominaiii baaia aamh 74*4S' wan. Md la IJ40 yaida diaiaiii ri«m 
tlia atona churdi In tha Indian villaga oC Gl^ Ra^la, and indlealai Am 
pabil at whMi lha fofiy-iUh paialM af noiii lalUud* alilkaa di* aald 
livar,' ihence runnint] nonh 3&*45' waal bUo Ilia fivar, «b a Una 
at light angloa with (he sfluthem shore, lo a point 100 yarda aoulh 
of (he nppoaito ir.land. called Comwe)! Island: thence lurnlnij we»1eily 
and t^assini around tho scuthorn and wn-ctern sidf^s cf said isl.ind, 
keeping 1 00 yarda distant th<>rofrnm, and following tho rurvaturos ot 
Its shores, to a point opposite lo the northwest rornor, or an<3>. a! 
said fs'and: thor>c» lo and along the middle of the main rivet, until 
it approaches the eastern exiiemlty cf Barnhajt's Island; thence ncrth- 
atly. aknq ihn chanr.®! whirh divides the last-mentlonod iiUvd 
fteai lha Canada ahoiau kaapinq 100 yaidi dtaiant fiain Iba iiJand. 
iiBttl k apptaadiaa Shadc'a Mand; ihanea alMi« lha nlddla «( lb« 
aljalt wUeh divtdan BanhaM'a and flhaik'a laUnda to lha dMonal 
calM dw Long Sault, wUeh aapuMlaa Mm l«m laaMnanMooad Idanda 
frooi lovrar Long Saull bland; tbanc« wmtarly tcroaaiog lha 
omlar of lha bat-manllonad diannan uniU it approichaa wlflibi 100 
yards o( tho north shore of the Lower Sau^t Island: thencn up the 
norih bianch of th« river. ke«pirvg to the north of, and near, the 
Lawar SauU TitendL and alie nerth «l. and naar, tha llppar Saitlt 
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(sometimes called Baxter's) Island, and south of the two small Islands, 
marked on the map A and B, to the western oxtrmnity of tha Upper 
Sault, or Burtar'a laland; thanoa paaala? batwaen the two Uluid* 
calM tha Caia, to tha ttlddia «l lha ilvar abeva: ihanca along lha 
middlia of lha ri««». kaagrfog to dia aarti el dw amll lalanda aarkad 
C and Di and north alaa «I GhryadM^a Iiliiid and ef lha anHU 
island nail ahowa 11. markad t, unUl It appraachaa lha aeithaaal 
angia el Geeaa Naek bland; (hanea atonq tha paiatqa whidt dhrtdaa 
the last-menliored Island from the Canada shoro, ko«pinq 100 yaid* 
from the island to the upper end of the same: ihoruro soutli of, and 
near, the two small islands callod ;he Nut Islan^l^: 'h-ji, .^- i.jti!", of, 
arvd near, the Island marked F. and also of the ii^jni m1 ori f ry or 
Smuggler's Island; Ihonco passing between li-- i^Ijnis w.^j'tr^-i d 
and H. lo tho north ol the Island called Isle au 8apid Plati, thenco 
a.i the north Mda oi lhe last mentioned island, haaplliq 100 yards 
liom lhe ahora lo tha iippar and ibaraol; thanea along tha middia oi 
dw Ilvar. kaaphiq to lha amtlh oi, and naar. lha lalanda caOad Goua* 
am (or Tiuahi) «id Rtaaqpaa Ilia: Ibeoea «p lha it«ar. kaaping aatih 
«l, and naar, lha aavvrtl Galiep Iilat nuiDhafad en flte map I. 2. 3, 
4. S. 6. 7. i. 9. and ta «Ki alM «( Tick. Itbhala, and Chlnnar 
lalmds! and aeufli «l, and naar. flia Gallop blaa, nuBheiad 11, 11. 
and 13, and also of Duck, Drummond. and Shaap Island*: lhanoa 
along lbs middle of the tlver. passlna north of Island No. 14. south 
cf 15. and 16, noilh of 17, loulh ol IB, 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 2S, and 
28, and ncr'h of 26" and 27; thence along the middle ol Iho river, 
north cl Gull Island, and ol the : = .inin rJa. 29, 32. 33. 34. 35. BIuH 
Island and No. 39. 44. and 45. end to the soulh of No. 30. 31, 38, 
Gmnadl^r Island, and No. 37, 33, 40, 41. 42, 43, 46. 47. and 48. 
un'il it approaches Iho east ond of Well's Island: then:» lo the norh 
of Wfll's Island, and along the s'tall which divides i' from Rowe's 
laland, kaaping to lha north oi tha BDall lalanda Noi, SI, S2. 54, S8, M, 
and Bl, and to flia aoudi of Ilia small Islanda ainnlMfad and naricad 
49, SO, S3, ». 57. n. and X. imtO tt approacibaa lha aotftaaat point 
of Grtadstena talandi thanca to tha north «( Grindatma bland, and 
kaaplag to lha noidi alao ot lb* anMll IsJanda fb^ 63. 65k 67, 66, 
70, 72. 73. 74. 7S. 76. 77. and 78. and to tha south of No. 62. 64. 
66. 69. and 71, until it apfiroa.-.He!! the si'uthom point of Hickory 
Is! and: thence passing to lha south of Hickorr Island, and ol tha 
two srosD islands lytaig naar lla aoutham axtramiiy. numband 79 
and 60; thanca to lha aoiUh of Grand or Long Island. kaarHag naar 
Its aoutham shera, and pasabig to lha nwOi of Ckrtica Island, until 
It arrives opposite to the southwestern point ol said Graivd Island, 
in Lake Ontario: thonco. passing to the nonh of Grenadier. Fox, Stcmy. 
and the Gallop islands, in Lfiko Ontario, and to the aoulh of. and 
near, lha laUnda callad lha DiKks to dia aiiddla oi lha said lakai 
Ihanca waatorly, atong lha nilddla of aald Um, to • pelnil eppoatto 
the mouth ol the Niagara Blver: thence (o and up the middle of 
'he said rivet to the Great Falls: thence up lhe Falls through tho 
pcini of tho Horse Shoo, keeping lo Iho wosi of Iris or Goal Island, 
and ot tha group ol small Uanda at lla head, and ioUowlog lha bends 
«| lhe tivat ao aa to antar lha aintt balvraan Havy and <3nnd 
Islands; lhanoa along the middla of said sirall to the head of Navy 
Island: thence to lhe west and south of, and near to. Gnnd and 
Beaver Islands, and to lha wnsi of Btrsrarttany. S^uaw, and Bhd 

*1lia Una Is drawn saalh «< Na. H on lha map 6M In WasMaalan. 
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I * LcilcGs. frcrn which a map was drt:wn- Tliis map was 

pbotolilhographed and was published In 29 sheets by 
wMMMMiiwi eriMi dw U.S. liobthoiw* Bocnd In 1B91. (See referonce to 

uNiTD sTATn MID THi ™«inwy uodeT beoty oi 1908, p. 20) 



lakndt;. to Itkt Ert»*i ihMH* tawllMily wd w mn rty, litoaq «fa» 
Biddla oi l«k* Brta, In a dhMllMi to a^ilar Hi* piMnimn JnoMdlaMf 
Mulh ol MidUl* bind. Mi« cma ot tJw «MlianMl of Iha qroup 
ei triandt Irinq In Iha wMm put ol Hid bkt; Umbcw •hog Iht Mid 
paiMig*, pfocMdinq le ih« narOi of Cunpioglua'* Itlud. a( Ih* Urn* 
ttm Mamlli, «nd ot the Weclern Sislar, and to the south of (he Islands 
ealM iha Hmi and Chlckeiu, and ol tha Butarn and Middle Sltler*: 
thence to the middle ol the mouth c( the Delroll Rivur, Ir. a di:i--;:>n 
to enior the channel which divulea Bots-Blanc snJ Su;4r Islands; 
l/LfTMc tj^i i;i<j loid channel to the we»1 of Boin-Bl'.nr Isisnl nnri t.-^ 'ho 
©4&t qI S;.,n3:, T<^T and Stony IsUnds. lUitU It apf-ioachwa >'iqhlir.-j or 
Great TvAn^.y Ulird. 'lir.n: .? .il-r.i D.e weatern side, and neai ir.e sliore 
of said last maitliuntid island to Ir.e middle o! the river above the name: 
thence along the raiddte cl said river, keepinq to the eoulheast of. and 
near. Hoq Island. ai>d to the noilhweat, of and near the island Isle a la 
Puha, to Lake Saint Clair: thence through the middle of nald lake 
in a direction lo eolar that OMUIh or channat of tha tivar Si. dalr. 
which is usually danomlnaiad Iha Old Skip Chanaal: tbanc* akog 
tha Dtddla el aaid chMUMi balwaaii Squbral liland on tha aoudi- 
•wf, and Hmon's bland an Iha aeilbwati. In Iha mrnm and of tha 
lMi«awieaad latmd, whkh ii aaarlr arpoaUa <» funi aiw Cliianaa. 
an tha Amarinn ihani lhanea along the nlddla et dw rivor SL 
C9«lr. kaiplnv to Iba waai ol. and nau, (ha Maada giUad BaHa 
Rivlara Ma. and Ma atnc Cth, to talea Huku lhanea Ououqh Iha 
nlddto of Lake Huron. In a direction lo enter the strait or passage 
between Druminond's Island on the west, and the Little Manitou 
Island on the east: !henc« Ihicu ih il- e riid JV of the passaqe which 
divides the Iwo lasl'mentlon^id is'.indf: iKph m hirnlng northerly and 
westerly, aro'-ir.d 'h^j (?a3i'j:n ana ncrihorn shrrn:; of Drummond's 
Island, and rrr".-o<'riin7 in a di:t>c!.'jEt lo enter th* passaqe bctwoon 
the Island '-i Si l-ij^f 's and l ie Ajsetlean shofe. passinq lo the 
north of the lnterme<iaaia islands No. 61, II. 10. 12, 9 f< A. and 
2. and to the south of those numbered IS, 13, 5. and 1; 'ht-r.-n up the 
aaid last-menlicned passaqe, keeping near lo tha island Si. Joseph's 
and passing to the north and east of Isle a la Oroata, and ol the 
aoiaU ialanda nunibafad 16, 17, la, 19. and 20. and to Aa aooth and 
waat el ibaaa nunbatad 21. 92. and 2S, wtfl li aiittaa a Una (drawn 
on the map wMh Waek ink and diadad on ana alda ef iha petal ol 
ManaedOA wllh bliia, and an iha olhar dda %vl1h rad), paiitaig 
•eraaa tha Hiar al Iha hand si St. foawh'* Idand, and at Iha fad 
<l Iha MaaUdi Bapidh whlA Una daaolas Dia ta^aatliin af fea 
houndaiy dliwlad to ha nn fey iha alMh atUda «f Iha haaly of 
fihanl. 

And the said ,"f mni.-^r::-infi.-'; dr fijrirpr d*-' He ind declare that 
all the islands l>dr. j m ihn rivrrs, L-vkns ,ind. wtv coromunlcatlcns. 
between the before-dss-.-rlVed l»; jndjiy !ir.i-' and 'Hp adjacent shores 
c( Upper Canada, do. and o.n-h -f 'hsni do*«, Lelonj 1; His Britannic 
Maiesly, and tha! all the inland.-; :>inq in the riv-iis ]i\c^i, and water 
communlcaliont, between the sajd boundary line and the adlaroni 
shores of the United $t«tn«, or Ihetr tanlloiiat. do, and each of 
them does, belong to the United Stales o( Amailca. in coolOTmllr with 
the true Intent of the second article of Iha aaid liaaly af VTti, and 
ai tha aisih arid* d Iha traaly si Ghanl. 

Inooeordemo* wUh fli* temiB ol fl» Inaly of Ghoirt a 
survey was mads of St Lowrwion and tha Gnaal 

■nanadm lM, iMA la aasr A* aaiM al taka Bla, wat cadad to 
ihatMMI SiMBDse. S. IHft m a iMa far a llglilhsMa. 



CONVENTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN, 1818 

The convention with Great Britain concluded October 

20, 1819, exipnded the boundary line westward along 
the 49^1 parallel of latitude to the "Stony" (Rocky) 
Mountains and provided that the country beyond these 
mountains Bhould for 10 yean remain open k> both 
parUes. Two orHclea of the convention ore as follows 
(Malloy, 1910, v I, p. 632): 

AfmCLE n. It is agreed that a line drawn trcnj the most north- 
western pc'ini ol the Lake of the Woods, along the loity n.r i-. r if iSIel 
of north latitude, or if the said polnl shall not be In the iony ninth 
parallel of nonlatllude. then that a line drawn Irom the said point 
due north or south, as the rasa taay lae, unlU the said line shall 
intersect the said parallo! of nailh Mttude. and from the pcmt of 
such IManaeUeB dua waal alea« and wldi Iha aaid parallM shall 
ba Iha Una of dmaifcrilsn balwaan Iha lairitotia* ai tha OniMd 
Sutea, snd iheaa oi Hto Brliantfe Ma|aMy. and dial iKe said Una 
ilMll (am (ha Baflham heondaiy at dto anid tanUsilai s< Iha UnUad 
AaMs, and Iha Multaan) bsundair «d Ow tanllariat sf Hta Biltannic 
Malaslr. frant Iha Laka sl Iha Waeds to Iha Stony Meunlataii. 

ARTICLE lit. It is agtaad, that any country that may ba elalmad 
by either party on iha northwest coast ol America, westward ol Iha 
Stony Mountairu, ahsll. together with its harbours, bays, and creeks, 
and the navigation of all rivers within the same, be free and open, 
for the term of ten years Iroin the dale of the signature ol the present 
convention, to the vessels, citiiens, and sublects of the Iwo Powers: 
it being well undeislood, that IhU agreentpnt Is nol to be construed 
lo the prejudice of any claim, which either of the two high conliadlnq 
parties may have to any pari ol the said country, nof shall It t-e 
laken lo affect the claims of any 04her Power or Slata lo any pert 
of the said country: Iha onlr obled of (he high ccnlracUlK pwttaa 
m that respect being lo prevent disputes and dllfereneas amnnoil 
Ihcmsclves. 

The initial point of Ihia boundary, which the con- 
vention fixed as "the most northwestern point" of the 
Lake of the Woods, was selected in 1824 by Dr. ]. L. 
Tiarks, astronomer, and David Thompson, surveyor, 
who wens employed by Ihe MHsh Government for this 
purpose, and their rer-rt wr.^. accepted by the U.S. 
commissioners. The point selected was about 27.5 miles 
norfh of the 49lh porodlel in a swamp, wliare It was nol 
fcT.'slble lo establish a r rrir.anent mark, but astronom- 
ica" observalions weie mads at a reference fioln! ab-itit 
4.600 feet farflwr south. A pile of logs 12 feel hi t 
7 feet aquara was arscted at ihia point, the remains oi 
which were fdenOfted by the cemmtasianen of 1872, 
'.vr.o ns'abli5h'?-d an ircn monuinent OD the boundary 
a short distance from its site." 

This manuiQSOt was moovend by fta oonnnlsslon of 
I9I2 and reset in oonerete. It Is now known as boundary 

■Saa V«. Qmt. tUff, p, WVl hMmil. IsM Omb.. UnHad SWot 
andCmad* <1«17, p. tH; Sdt hack aoanhw a MbHasMphT al ptMatSHM 
tar Sia lata af Iha Wsadi iaaton>, Whli* INMa. p. W}. and Bda WB, 

9. M-MII. 
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mark 925, and its position is lat 49''22^£" N., longr 
95<>09'1].6" W. (Sm iig. lA.) Two rafoimoe matkB \raw 
•stobtUh«d in 1912, in lot 49*23'0C49" N . to flx a point 
which falls in water abc'u: half a rn:le north of boundary 
mark 92S. This point was adopted by the treaty of 1925 
OS ft» north limit of 1h« United Storfsi in tlw Ixdce of 
the Woods, In place of the northwestornmost angle. 
There are 13 metal monuments on the north-south 
boundaiy line from this point to hte 49lh pesallel. of 
whicfa No. 925 Is th» ioriheflt north. 

In 1824 negollottons were resumed between tlw two 
countries for the settlement, among other things, of the 
boundary west of the i^ky mountains. (Hit no con- 
duilon was readied; the British Gk>vemment dciimed 
that the boundary line should h]\ovr the 49th parallel 
westward to the point where this parallel strikes the 
9ieat nof^iwestBni farandi of the Odiniibia River, 
th«>r.re down tile middle of flicrt ilver lo (he Pbciftc 

Ocean. 

In 1826 negoHolions were resumed, and several com- 
PKmlns weie propoeed by both partlee, but without 
sottsfadwy rseulls. Aflef this die wlxiie maUer m- 

mained :n nb-eyance vintil 'he special mlSSlon of Lord 
Ashburton to this country in 1842. 

Meanwhile the unsettled questions regarding (he 
eastern part of the north boundary nqa;n came up. The 
case having reached that stage at which it became 
neoBssory to refer the potntB of difference io a friendly 
sovereign or State, the two powers found it expedient 
to regulote the proceedings and make provisions in 
relation to such reference, and on SepiemoHr 29 1R27 
ibey conduded a convention to that end (MaMoy. 1910. 
V. 1, p. 646; Moore, 1896. diap. 3. ft 

The rGHjjr-cllvp claims of the United States and Ghent 
Britain were as follows (see fig. 4): 

Boandoiy claimed by the tJniled States: Pnm flie 
soi;:cc cf Iho Rivor St. Croir (rr poin? of dsfrrrhirf? 
mutually aclLncwIedqedj Ih© boundary should be a 
due north line for about 140 miles, crossing the River 
St. John ott about 75 miles. At about 97 miles it reaches 
er ridge or highlemd which divides tributary streams 
of '.'r.B River St. lohr. which falls ;r.tc '.lie B':iy o: Fundy. 
from the waters of the River I\istigouche, which falls 
tiuough the Bay dea Chdeurs into the Gulf of Si. 
Lawrence. In its fur'her cctirse the said due north line, 
after crossing several upper branches of the River 
Rlsligoudie, reaches, at about ) 40 miles, the highlands 
which divide the waters of the said River Ristlgouche 
from the tributary streams of the River Metis, which 
falls into the River St. Lavrrence. Thence the line should 
run westerly and southwesterly along the highlands 
whidi divide Ihe sources of the several rivers (from 
the Metis io the St. Francis) thrrl cmp'y tb.prriselves in'o 
the River St. Lawrence — from the sources of the tribu- 
taries of Ihe Rivers RlsUgoudie. St John, PencliBooi, 
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Kennebec, and Connecticut, all of which either me- 
diately or immediately fall into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Boundary claimed by Great Britain: From Ihe aouroe 
of die River St. Croix the boundary dwuld be a due 
north li::e abou' 40 .t:ilea to a f oint at o: near Mars 
Hill; then it should run westerly about 115 miles along 
die highlands fliat divide fite soorcee of 9ie irlbulorles 
of the River St. John from tho sources of the River 
Penobscot lo a spot called Metiormetle Portage, near 
flie source of the lUver Chaudiere. 

From this point Ihe line coinddes with the line 
daimed by the United Stales as far as the northwest- 
emmost head of the Connecticut River. Great Britain 
daimed one of several small streams to be the north* 
weslemmaet tributary of the Connecticut River, and the 
Unl1-?d States anttb.er. 

The territory in dispute comprised an area of obout 
12,000 square miles. The British ckdms were based 

prinHnrflly on rt rossib'o uncnr'OTr.ty rrs to 'hn idrn'ity 
of the R;vcr St. Croix and llio proper location ol tho 
"highlands." 

The location of the souroe of the St. Croix was offi- 
cially fixed by ihe dedorallon of commissioners in 

October, 1798. Its pcsilion as de'^rmined in 1399 \s 
lot 45'56'37.007" N. and long 67'46'54.715" W. (U.S. 
Cbasl Geod. Survey, 1918. p. 319. 

ARBITRATION BY KING OF THE 
NETHERLANDS 

The King of the Nefherlonds was selected in 1829 by 

the two Governments as the arbiter, and each laid 
before him, in conformity with Ihe provisioiw of the 
convention, oU ^ evidsiwe Inhmdsd to be biought in 
support of its claim and two separate slalemenls of 
the respective cases. His award, made in 1831, was as 
follows (Moore, 1898, p. 134-136): 

We «• oi lh« opinion: Thar it will b* tulUbto (11 oonTisndr*) to 
aciopt. w th» hoandunr of <Ho iwo SttlM. • lino dumn dm MMh 
ffen dw leuie* c( tho rivat Si. Craic lo Ihe peM vhm tl InlmMto 
<h» middio cf iha Oulirag of Kw ilvar Si. leliiii; ihenM, Ih* odddls 
ot iIm lhalwog of Ifasl ilvw. MoRidlmff it. le Hw point wImt* Hn 
tivM St Fmtdb «M|4lM H«a1i isle A* «i««r 9. Jdm: ihme*. 1h» 
laldiOo of As UmIims ci Iha iItm Si. FimmIi, ucMidlaig ll lo lha 
aauit* ot ft* toulhwMlonniiott tmneli. wtiidh aooieo wo Indleato on 
Il» Map A * ih« Idler X. aulhonikatod by ihp signA^uro of our 
MtnisSec ci Forci^ Affairs; tKence, In a lin« drawn due west lo 
ih» poM mAoM 11 luiliM wldi Hio Una dahMd by iho Unitod SIMM 

■Tho Nmt YtA M«> Ubnrr ■ l^indo copr. n lir n «i 
dgood oiiglMl uMp. M o wn (IWI sl«o» • oonooMd oapy m * aado. 
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ol Amariet Uld delineated on ih« Map A; thence, by said Una 1o 
tM polnl M wMch, •ccotdino to Mid mp. It colnddM wMi diM 
chUMd by Gnat Brttets; and thenea, ih* line traced an ft* map 
bf d>« Iwo toiMM to dw Mt di wiito n ioiaat ioibm ol 



Vi'.< ,rr-? of iho orlnlcr- :h.)' 'h-et s'tfj:n siludled farthest 1o the notth- 
w<vr.i, ari'-rg 'ho^p wh:-r. ffiU Ir.i. ih- norlhemniost ol the three 
l,akea. the last of which bean the nam* ol Connactlcul Lake, muai 
h» euBiidind u iw nniflinflaniimnii Iwad of GobmcUcui nwar. 



W« «i« «l lb* «fMaii ihai II wfll mHiU* to praeaad to indb 
; to mamm flw ehaaiwd kOtada in ardK to bMiIi oul lha 
' toem itvar Cbnaactlcul akm Uta panlW d Dta 4Sik dagi** 
at north tURuda to (ha rtvar Satol Lavnaoea, naiBari In Ow tawltoa 

Irequebi u Cstataquy in inch • bmom*^ hOOT Wt , tab tl tit i 
at the place called Rcm«e'a Fatal tha lanllery «f <ba 

Slates ol Amacica r.hsl. ozlend to the lort erected al lhal pHaet, wd 
shall liKlude tsilu icii and Us Kllomelrtca! radius, 

However disposed the Govemment of '.ho Uniled 
StotM ml^ht have been to ooquieaoe ia the decision 
of (he arbiter, it had not the power to chaiiQe flie 
hnundories of a State without the consent cf tho Stat©. 
Against that alteration, the State oi Maine entered a 
solemn protest by lesohitkm of lanuary 19, 1832, and 
th«f Senate of 'he Uniled Statee aoooidlna'ly nfuadd to 
give its aasent to (he award. 

The arbitroHoa of (he King ol flie Nelwriands having 
failed, fruitletf nagottatione eniuad ior a period of U 




n loD mat 



FIGURE 4.— Maine, efaowln? the ekdne 
of the United Stales and Great 
Britain in 1827 and the proaont 

boundary. 
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y«ara. Unaucoessiul atteaipts were made to conclude 
CD& oQiMOMnt prapoforioiy to cnolfasr arblUutloo. The 
■object bflomw ct nttUw of QMCit bfltultuu, coHlslaiw 

occurred in the con'.ested territory, and for a time il 
seemed certain that the controversy would result in 
war between the two powws. 

The Legislature of Maine placed a large sum at tlie 
disposal of the governor foi the defense ot the State s 
righis, and a bOl wca poned by Cooqrass provldlnQ 
funds for the use of on army. 

Massachusetts, being an interested party in the loca- 
tion of this boundary, appointed a committee to Investi- 
gate the matter; its topotl was pufaliahed McBch 20. 
1838, as Senate Document 67.** Godlodn (1840) presents 
on excellent discussion of this dispule frcm tlie point of 
view oi the United Slatee; his book presents a smoU' 
ted* oopy of "llo«> A." White (1914cO irKal* of ibis 
boundary from the British viewpoint** 

WEBSTER-ASHBUHTON TREATY WITH 
GREAT BRITAIN. 1842 

In 1842, however. Great Britain gave proof, by the 
special mission of Lord Ashburton to the United States, 
of hsr dodw for (he luvoooivaiion of poooo cmd on 

amlccdjle arrangement of the matter at issue. The sub- 
ject ^ this mission was the settlement ot not only the 
portheostem boundary but also the northern boundary 
west of the Reeky Mountains. Regarding tho letter 
boundary. Lord Ashburica's InsirucUons qove as tlis 
ultboolum of the British Giovemment the boundary as 
above claimed (p. 22), and his mission had no result 
as for as this particular botuidory was concerned. An 
ooreemenl was reached, however, in regard to the 
northeostofn boundary, which, the oonMDt of the Slate 
of Mobie huvlmj been obtabMd, was embodied In Oie 
treaty concluded Auqust 9, 1842. The follc\vi.ig is tho 
text oi the port ol this treaty relating to the boundary 
Oulalkir. 19ia V. I. p. BSD: 

JUmCLE 1. ft Is hmbr sVMd «m1 iImIhwI llMt IIw Ikw gl 
beundarr liMdi b* m feUowK Bagtnnliiq at lh« aionVBwnl «l Ih* 

lourcs o( lh« livOT St. Croix as dviignatwd and aqraad to by Uia 
ComntiHlonar* undar lha liilh artida of tha traaty o{ 1794, b«1wa«n 
tha Govemn-.tinis oj lha Unltad Stata« ar.i Gi<?ai B[i:a.n Ihor. e 
notlh, ft3!luwuiij '.hi! «»ploTto<3 lln» run «nJ irn.-kwl by I'r.a a'.itvoyors 
c! 'lie Iwc Gcverr.raents In the y9^rs 1817 an^i jR'.B, undnr the :.i'h 
artide ol tba traaty ol Qhant. to ii» tnt«ra»c1>on with ihe livm oi. John, 
and to tha mkldla o( tha channal tharaoi; thance. up tha middla oi tha 
main channal of tha laid rivar Si. John. 1o the mouth of tha rlvar 
St. FrsncU: thane* up tha mlddla ol Iba channel of tha sold rlvar 
SI. FrwKis. «ad ol ill* Mm ihiAuglt which U Bonn, la lh» etiiM 
«( IN tik* PeluMqiMooh ihnesw MulhwMlRly, in » aMefal Um 
ta a polBt an dw ■enhwasi btuMb «l the dm 8l. folm. wlileli 
peiiit riidl fe» MB ndM dtotiiil tnm 1h» SMia bnoek of Ibe 81, 



"Sea U S Cong (IB38) lor a eepy oi report and map. 8aa alMv VA 
CooB (1839*1 

■Tor other relerencei to tMi diipafe. s«e lni«mal Bo^indafy CkHMn 
UnlMd Slalaa aad Canada (iSeS), ami Faiit lim. chap. 1). 
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John. In a sttalirhl Una, and la (h* bmnM dnetlMi; bill H A* Hid 
pole; s.-'.ill L-e !c.:nd to bo than Mvan mllat iioiD tha naarait 
point ot 'Ja6 auixiaii or ciesi oi tha hiqhlandi that divide thoea livara 
which amply thamiaWea Into the river Sami Lswronco '.:om those 
which fall into the river Saint John, then 'Ho ssld pcir.i ihsU bo 
made to recede t;;n-/m 'ha .--.aid ncTth'xeat brarj~J: c'. tho river St. 
John. :o a point seven mUea In a straight iina irom tlia aold sum- 
mit or craU: thane*. Ill a straight Una. In a couna about touth, 
•iqhl dagwa a wmi, Io tha polal whara lha panlM e< UUIud* 
4ft*2S' BMth imatMcU Om louiiiwMl faiaii^ d St Isfan'Si 
ihMKB, MtiilMily, by lha Mid bmMh, ts Hm muim dMNoi la (he 
bt^tlanda at lb* MaUamtttB parisgs; tbaooa, iown tlodff lha Mid 

(ha Hvar Stini Ltvnane* beta tboM whldi tell Into (ha Aflamle 

Ocean, to the head e( HaU's Stream; thence down tha mlddla cf 
said sitaam, till tha line thus run intarsecls tha old Una of boundary 
surveyed nn'Z mirte-d by Viientlne and CoUir.s, T-r"^--"''-"'/ 'ho 
year 1774 ds tho 4^-lh daqree of north latiturlia, .ind whu-h has 
bean tr.-iwn .i.^.d undorstcod to ho the Hno -A Ar*:-in.l -jivisiDn te- 
rween the Slates of New York imd Vanaont on one aicle and tha 
British province d Canada on tha other: and (torn said point ol in- 

lanacttoa, waai, along tha aald dlvMlng Una. m hamoioM known 
and undacuood, lo A* Inquala ar 8L Lawranea titrm. 

ARTICLE n II ii KiirecvBr i'lreed, th.j'. from the place where tha 
cl.ll CicmjMkiQ«4 tenni,-ji«J their '.ihcrs under the sUtth article 
nl the treaty of Ghen' ic w, at a point in tha Naefcish Chinnal, 
[WW Muddy Lait», iho lino sha!! mn inlr. and ibnc; the ahlp- 
charwel b^twocn Sdtnt 'csL-p.-. and St. Ta:n:niny laJanJs, to the 
division of tha -'.".ati.-1-l at at near the haid oi 3t. Joasph's Island; 
thance, turning i>,s3twarily and northwardly around lha lowar end 
of Si. Gaorqa's or Su^ai Island, and foUowliKj the mlddi* oi lha 
ehinnal wbidh dMdM 8t Gaorqa'a fatan St. Joseph's Idand: llianea 
IIP tfia aait HaabMi ChMnal, na—at to St Gaorge's Maad. 
thnuqh tha aiiddla al LiIm Ganqar 1h*M*, waat «l fanH' Mand. 
Into St. Manr's nm. lo a pelnl la liw alddto «< «M rivw. aham 
an* mOa abova 5t Gaotqa'a or Sbqar liiand. to as to approprtala 
and assign the said island to tha United States: thence, adopting the 
line traced on Ihe maps by the Cominiaslonars. thro' Ihe ilvar St. 
Mjry in'i Liko SuT'^nzT. to ■■> pcin' r.-.rth ni He Rryalo, ;n said 
.ilco r.r.n h.-ndr*>d yords 10 Iho r.-rrh and aa.it cf llo l^ap'oau 
v/hi^^h :.i3t rr-pnlicr.od istond lies near *ho nzrthpas'orr. pc:nt llo 
Hoya:e. whsce the Una marked by '.h'j Cammissioiwrs Itrtmmaies. 
and from the lasl mentloned poljii. Bcu'hwesterly. through the middle 
of the aourid between He Royals and the nonhwestern mainland, 
to the mouth of Pigeon River, and up the said river, to and through 
lb* iwflh and aoudi Fowl LakM, to lha lakM oi Iba haMil oi land 
batiMM Uk» Aipactar tad (h* Laita at lb* Waodm Amom, ikm 
the walar ocinanintotticm to Lake Salsaglnaga. and (hniugh that laka: 
thence to and (hiough Cypress Lake, Lac du Bods Btonc, lac la 
Cr-ii. Lillle Vennillicr Liko. and Ljko Karr.e^r.in in^-. Ihronqh thn 
several smaller lakes, straits, or streams, ccnnactlng the lakes her* 
mwUionad. lo ifaal poliil In Lac la Fhilai, ar Walny Liba. SI ft* 
ChaiidlaM FaUa. fans wMeh lha OwMH l M l n i w i ia tnead Uw to* to 
th* jBoat awl b w Ml ain polnl ot tft* Lake of Iba Woods: thane*, 
alcng the said Ur», t- he o.d n-»t norlhwostem point, boLnq ix; 
Isntude O'ZS'SS" nonh, and in longU«id* 9&*U'3e " wast Irom the 
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That a eonfrory view was held by many Canadians 
may bo inferred from an article In the Yearbook and 
A.manac ct Canada for 1858 (quot«d in New Tork 
[SlaleJ Univ., 1884, v. 2. p. 65-75). 



abWTOl s nr M GiMinfldK " Uimh*, tcMcdfan to asWlBg tmilH, 
dM aoulh to |i> IMKMcttoN wHb th* 49th partlM «f kxIIi 
taUluda, ami alug OiM ywsM to il» Rodcr MnmMiH. It bt/toft 

poitiigM deog th» Hm iroB Lik« Superior to Iha take of Iho 
Wood*, and aJso Grand Potlavo, fr-m tho nha-.v ef Lak-j S^ipeii« 
to the Pi9«ca IUtw, at new aclually used, shall be free and open 

to Hw uw cf th* cMMn and mbtods o4 both ceunlriM. 

• •••••• 

ARTICLE VII. It b [urlh(.-i a-jrir^J :hil Ihn rhar.nilc. ;n iho rivar 
St. Lawrene*, on both sides cjf tho Lmq ?iujt laland* and o( 
Bamhart Mand. the chani'^ela :n rivet C»i;a:! on both sides o( 
tb* island Bols Blanc, aod between that talaad and both the AiMri- 
on And Canadian Awm, and all tba Mmwd diauMla mi |M» 
•agw between Iti* vwknt* lalaodi tyioq omt tlw (unellon d the 
riw & Glair wUh Om Uk* ci thai heaw, riiaS be eqvallr Irae 
and open to dw Alpa, vaaaela. and boirtt ef both ptfUea." 

By this treoty the United Slates obtained mote ttum 
half of the disputed crrea. though nearly 1,000 square 
miles less than was awarded by the Kin9 of the 
Neflieilcukb. Tho premise of fetanbureenent for the cost 
of surveys and o:her expionsos, and Ihe divisioa of a 
large fund for timber cut In the disputed territory, no 
doubt tofhienoed Maine In aoteebiff to fiie boundary 
as fixed by the treaty. 

Commissioners acting under this treaty in 1643-47 
aurwyed Hie boundary Une to o point where the 451k 

parallel Intersflcts tr.e St. Lawrence (U.S. Cong., 184S; 
New York (Statej Univ.. 1884. v. 2. p. 53). 
The wording of the port of the treaty of 1783 relating 

to !ho northeas'Gtn bcundary r;nd Its intent are so 
obvious that it seems strange that there should have 
been o dlQjute oonHnidnv ior nearly 6D years regcnd* 

ing its inlciTiTetarion. An Encrllsh v/rl'er in 19! 1 char- 
aclerlzes the action of Great Britain as an "attempted 
theft" and slates that "the British claim hod no founda- 
tion of any sort or kind" (Mills, 1911, p. 65-1-687). 

Ganong (1901), in a monograph on the boundaries of 
New Bnmswick, after a lengfhiy discussion at the 
boundary dispute and of Ae tieoly of 1842, states: 

On the other hand, flie ivw New BmniwMen of the present 
time who have examined the original sources c! infortnAHja have 
cone to the conclusion that In the question <if the r.cr^hwest angle 
Maine was technically right and Now Prunsw|.-i wronT. and ihjl 
Ihe Aahburtott Ireeiy laak (ran Maine and gave to us a great 
tanKonr to wUch w* had Ml m leehnlcal riqht 



MTMs u tha positicn el Aa aoidi aaik aa daiaiataad to KM. Saa p. M 

By Arnc:» )XVI of th« treaty with Great Britain ol M»y fl, 1971, lh« Si 
Uvreoce <n» Its Inlerseetlon with Ihe 4Sth paraUal to (he aea was 

«l A* UMMd ftalta.'' vmfiu 



TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 1846 

Potwoon 1843 and 1846 there was considerable dis- 
nisaion regarding the boundary west of the Rocty 
MountcdiiB, reeul(it>9 in tfie treaty of 1846, which dch 

fin&d the bour.dary as far west as the Strait cf Juan de 
Fuca (fig. 5). The following is that port of the treaty 
wMch deeoibeB the boundary (Molloy, 1913, 1, 
p. 657): 

ARTICLE !. Ftotr. Ihc? pa:n: an (he (orty-nlnlh cl ncnti 

^ati'tji-Je, wl.v:'^' ftio bour.dary laid down Li 'realins And 

vOiivenuoos b«twe«n ilie United States and Great Brilain lerrom- 
ales. the Une ol boundary between the territories ol the United 
Stales and thoa* oi Har BrUannic Mataaty ihatl be continued west- 
ward alona flw fortrnlnlh perallal ol north latHwde to the middl* 
«l ths dtomal vriiicb ■sputlM lh* eonMiMnl fram Vaneeuvst's 
ttland: and Ibocce aoulherly thiengh tba latddto e( Iba aaM cbaniMl, 
and of Fucs's StnHs. to fbe PadH* Oaaaas Pnvldad. bowwrar, dwt 
Ihe naviqalloD ef the whale of lb* said rtiaimal aad alialti. south 
ef lb* fartr-ahilh paiaM «f norlh laUtado. fsmto Ine Md eiwa 
to both partles- 

ABTICLE It t'Trrn Ihe point at whicti 'ho for-ynlnth parallel cl 
ncrth latituda r,h.ill bo found lo intetsect :hc qzaU northern branch 
ol lha Columbia Rivlt, the navigation ol Ihe said branch shall be 
free and open 'hi.- Hudaen's 5-sv Comparsy, and to all British 
subjects trading wil.-i *ho Bam"?, ij ihe r'- i"i wherp s.^id brarrh, 
meets Ihe main stream of Ihe Columbia, and thence down the said 
main stream to Ihe ocean, with free access Into and through Hm 
said itvar or rtvara. It baing wndantood thai all tfa* tiaoal p wla gs i 
altDQ Qm ttoo tm i law i Hwd shaU, in Vks nanoir, b* free and 
opao. Is ant/fHtrnf ihe said itnai or ilvaii, Bffilah mhiaeia, wUh 
lhair goods and ptoduesk ahaU ho Inalad on tbs aaoM feeling no 
dlhMS d tw UMtod iMIaor H fastas; iwwBvor, a)w«ra undantood 
thai nolhhig to fbJa artki* thall bo censbiiad aa prevenHng, or la- 
tonded to prevent, the Government of Ihe United States Irom making 
any regulations respecting the nav!c?alion ol Ihe said river or 
ttvers T-c' i.-.L-cnMslcnl with the ptosm' Ircd-y, 

This treaty extended the Une westward from the 
Rocky Mountaine to tfte PocUle olong the 49Si poitdlel 

of latifcrfe. This sc'tlo-d the northwost boundary with 
Ihe excepliori ol the islands and passages in the Straits 
of Georgia and of Juan de Fuca, England claiming that 
the boundary should properly run through fbe Roeotrio 
Siralt, the moet eastern passage, whereas 8ie United 
States claiming that it should follow the Strait of Hare. 
This moUer was finally settled by o leierenoe to die 
Eteperor of Germany as on orbttor, who decided it in 
favor of the United SlolBB on Oclofaer 21, 1872 O^dloy, 
1913, V. 1, p. 7m 

TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 1 808 

Tlie treaty with Great Britain concluded A[jril 1 1 , 
1908. described the boundary between the United Slatos 
and Canada in eight sections and provided lor the 



FIGURE $.^Mbeaic of two LGndso) images showing the Puget Sound region. The treaty wifli Great Britain in ^ 

1846 placed the boundary on Ihe 4901 paiaUel. 
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appcintTTient o! a ;oint commission 1o recover or restore 
previously ratabliahed marks and to place now marks 
on unmark«d s«clioni (Medlor< 1910, ▼. I, 815). 

Eight of the nine drtlclm o( this treaty contained the 
foilowhatj statement: 

Th« UiM go detlMd and laid down iImU b* tdMl Md Juiiwil 
to b» th» ioinDaUoMl boundary ' * *. 

Thte. flw coxBBilflBionera decided, fbces the boundary 

In a definite position as marked, regardless of later 
changes which may occur In streams due to erosion, 
oocralian, oravuMon. 

TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 1910 
In ordar to nmove o slight uncertainty concerning 

the boundary line in Passomaquoddy Bay, a treaty 
with Great Britain (Charles 1913, p. 49) was concluded 
on May 21, 1910, whidi laid down the position o{ the 
Un0 by oouuM and iBilmn*. atortina irom a point 
between Treat Islond and Cbmpobeno Island, pre- 
viously fixed by rango linos, and lunninq th??nrp in a 
general southerly direction to the middle oi Grand 
Manan Chanoel. Fopas Polly Mand end flte IMithouae 
between Woodward Point and Cranbeny Pdnt waia 
left within United States territory. 

SURVEY AND MARKING OP THE 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY** 
The relraoement and remorkbig of the norOiem 

boundary of the United S'a'os fiom the liuniinit of \ht^ 
Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of Georgia was com- 
plaled in 1907. ^nce trwity of 1906 was roHfied. 
the fleldwcrk fcr the survey and markirjg of the re- 
mainder cf the northern boundary has been completed. 
The computed lengths of Qw ^i^t aecHona described 
In ibe Ireorty ore as lollowa: 



PMNM^ooddrBqp 

St. Ctom RW*r frSM Us KNln* to nollMi * 129.4 

St. Lawrence HiTCr 1» ieme* of 8L CMx *670,3 

Great Lakes and St. tawrenca RWet • 1,288.0 

toDutii t'i>^Q-^n River dl Lok-o SupcriLj '^zi7.&lod irc^n 

map) *4KA 

North pnlnt oi Lake oi the Wood* <1925> to 49tii puaUal 
2« 6 miles). Umw* 10 mOHBll e( IMv MgvMtBW MO 

mUes) - - ' BBE 6 



■S«« raport praparxl for tha DapuUBHU ol State bj C. P. Aiutonon. 
in. en Ow aofdNmtaaDita^r«( the Uniled 



Mi;efi 

SuniBii of Rocky MauMtm to SMU (or <M0 olOwtoto 

M Poliii Robwta ........ , *4ie.S 

P«M MbMlB l» PieHe Ocmb *M2.0 

* Water boundary- 

• Land and waur bouadacT- 

> Sae ch^r,;. In locatkn jif MM* I. timtf *t UB. 
•Land boundary, 

Of fte lolcd, appiDzfanately 1,771 nilea ta land bound- 
ary and 2,2! G miles is water bcundnr/. Thf? hind i;ar'. 
of the boundary is marked by metal, stone, or concrete 
monunenta; fhe vrarter pest ia defined by couraee and 
distances between turning points (angles), and these 
points are referred to marks oi .T.etal or cor^crete cn 
the banks or shores. 

The final raport Ontemot Boundary Comm., United 
States and Cbnoda, I92S) for fliot port of the One froir 
th.e source cf tho St. Croix to the J^t- LnwTe:u:e River 
includes historical data, copies of treaties, and geo- 
graphic peelliena of aU manuraanlB. Than are 4,204 
monuments and Fafaranoa maries for Ibla port ol 
the boundary. 

The full report of the resurvey and marking of St. 
Lawrence River and the Great Lakes has been pub- 
lished by the Canadian Government (Intemat. Water- 
ways Comm., 1916). It gives extracts from treoties. 
instructianB to the commiastoners, couraes and dts- 
lances faelwaen marks, ond geographic poslHona and 
ailniuths. 

Two hundred sizty-r^e points define this section oi 
the boundary. 
Typical of these points ore: 

Beqinntnq al a point o( orlqtn, Ihs lutMiMUoB of Iha InlwnaUotial 

boundary '.vii-. iho i'-.\i&,<?is: sStm cl Hw 9L UwiWic* Rtwr MKT 

the 45th p-irilTp! nf I.TlUiJcn :n 

letUvdc 4-l'hr',a;;'.T- 

LofigruJe 41 w 

and bean---) tJ59' ■.=,',''7 r;"W. 106.6 fool bem the bcindiiy rrsnu- 

nant 774. near ii H^^is, Quebec, erected )olni!y m I"-" 2 by the 

n MniMtM of Canada and the Stale of New Yoi c 

• • • a a • • 

Thonce due west 50)388 ImI «lon« MM* <t Ufa* Oslllto to 
Tkmlng Point 107 to 

UHiiid* ^rtrsiar 

and bMtaq Matrori2*W lOnaS fMi Im Dikly Mie foM Uqht 

• •«•••* 

TIm potai al Hm hwvUi of 9m ngaoa Rlvat to tik* ft^iitor to 

Ttirnlng Poln) nianbar 289, and to to 

Lnlltudo 47*59'S7.48" 

1. n ■.]■ ■. {'• 'h- • 

and i.-tfus ££b"wj'La"E 233 Isei Irom monumenl numbet 3 located on 
Ibe Canadian aide 

in latitude 47*S9'S8.52" 

lonqitude 89°34'13.82" 
and alao bearing N6B'14'13.8"W 134.b loot from Triarvjuletioa Station 
South Pige<in, liluated on the United StaM* lUa, aitablktiad to 
1906 by the bcund»ry CCTB-nlBaioo to 

latitude 47-5S'56,93 ' 

loiKllltuto 89*34 08.12" 



uiyiiiz-CQ by LiOOQle 



A complele llsi of ths cmglo poinis of the boundar>- 
can be found in the report, which is on file with the 
IntsfiMrttoncd Boundary finwiTnlmtiow 

Changes in the topcxTraphy due io the construction of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway have mode necessary the 
re-morking oi fbm boundbry where it follows the river. 
Naw mnrannnti han been placed to reference by 
ODIUM and dtetance die position of angle points in the 
boundary which He ir. Iho wator (Iniemat. Boundoiy 
Comio.. United States and Canada. 1967}. 

FVom ftw mouth oi the Pigeon River to the norihweat- 
emmost point in the Lake of the Woods, as relocated 
by the treaty of 1908. the water boundary is defined 
by courses and distances betWMn turning points on 
Ifaa boundary tines, and thees are referred to metal 
rabiranoe marks set in concrele or solid rock on the 
shores of the lakes and the banks of the streams 
Ontemot Boundary Cooun^ United Slates and Canada, 
1931). 

From the northwestern most point cf [he Lake of the 
Woods to the summit ol the Rocky Mountoins, the boun* 
daiy is composed of o tnillMOufii ssctton, 26.6 milss 
loner, whtrh meets the 49lh parallel a1 a point in the 
U.iku of the Woods, and an east-west seclion. 860 miles 
long, approjrimatoly nn the 49th astronomic parallel. 
This part of the boundary was first located in 1872 to 
1976 ond was marked by Iron pillars, rock calms, or 
ftrrth mounds at intervals of I to 19 roiles." There were 
382 marks in all, 40 of which were at ostiomMnic sta- 
Hons. The calms and earth mounds hove nc}w been 
replrir:Hd by iron mcniiments woiqhlnrj al;>ouf 4CfO 
pounds each (see fig. I A) or, in the mountalrw, by aliun- 
tonim-btonzB monumanto set on concre te foundations 
and pro;e?tlm S feet above the surface. Additional 
monuments have been so placed that no interval be- 
tween two consecutive morVs exceeds 214 loUes. This 
nmtmff was completed in 1913, and 40 mope covering 
Qie line havm been published. 

R'nnndaTy n-.o.".urnonl:i alcnq thp 49th ror:i!leI rr.iy 
vary in latitude by as mudi as a second or more, 
faseause many of fhem were astronomic stoMons. It 
was not thouqht rrndiral to move these to the true 
parallel, and the txiundary is defined as the line join- 
ing successive slolions. 

In order to fadlitoto (be enforoemsnt of customs and 
ImmigroHon lows (35 Stat. 2189) fc© Federal Govem- 
meni by proclamation on June 15, 1908, reserved all 
unpatented public lands lying within 60 feet of the 
boundary tirw. 

FTom the summit of the Rocky Mounioir.?. 'o 'he Strait 
of Geofijia, 410 miles of land line on the 49th astro- 
nomic parallel was located by o ioint commission be- 
tween 1859 and 1862, and was marked by stone or 
iron pillars, rock piles, or mounds of earth at intervals 

*Fta dliliBB r«B«i4lnB lb* •w*«r. ••• 0,6. Ceng. (1877). 
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ranging from a fraction of a mOe to 25 miles <Baker, 

tgCO; Klot:. 1917. p, 382-:i87;." A retracemer.l of this 
line was completed in 1907. The new marks consist 
of altunbnunbraase pillars 5 feet Mgb. weighing about 
250 pounds each, set in concrete bases at intervals not 
oxcooding 4 miles. The maps o: this sociicn of the 
boundary, 19 sheets, have been published. 

Along the 49lh parallel in the Strait of Georgia, and 
through the Straits of Horo and Juan de Fuca to the 
Pacific: Ccrecjti. dialance oi ^.^2 miie.=;, the boundary is 
defined by courses and distances between turning 
points, which ore reHsffed to lefeieiice marks constsl' 
ing of concrete mcnumen's and lighthouses on the 
shores. The report cn this section oi the bourKlary was 
published in 1921 (Intemot Boundary Cbmm.. Ihiilied 
Stales and Canada, 1921). 

Considerable Information regarding the northern 
boundary of the United Stales may be found in articles 
by John W. Davis (1922) and Lowrenoe S. Mayo (1923). 

TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 192S 

Several minor changes were made in the noitham 
boundary by the treaty concluded February 24, 1925 
(44 Slat., pL 3, p. 2102). 

The northern terminus of the Lake of the Woods 
boundary was fixed ot lat 49''23'04.49" N., long 
95WI1.61" W. (See p. 14.) By this change the United 
States lost abriuf 2"; frrres of water nj^a. 

Article II of ihe treaty made the lines between monu- 
mmts established under the treaty of 1906 on the 49th 
parallel east of the Rocky Mountains stroight lines, not 
following the curve of Ifae parallel. The Uitited Stat^ 
;air:ed bet w een 90 and 35 oczee of land by this 
change. 

Arflde TO added o new course beoorbig S. 34*42' W., 

a distanro of 2,333 meters (!.'58 railes), from Iho tsrnd- 
nus oi tho souttioastc-tly hne established by the treaty 
of 1910 in the Grand Manan Channel, between Maine 
and New Brunswick. Canada thereby mfrdp n net gnin 
in water area of about 9 acres, which had previously 
been of "controversial jurisdiction." 

Article IV provided for inspsctkm of ezisling monu- 
ments, repair of defective ones, and, addlUan oi new 
ones if nyodcd, by foir.i commlssionen "ol such ttmes 

as they :-hc:ll tisem nere.sKOTY." 

'A raport by thm Bribih covmiusilonvr with dMcrlptlosu and longlhidM 
at amOm far fUm mmwf tt In VS. ftfUgn OOk* vpnmfQutmM. 
ms-mi. *. H), tawlw. V. MIL 
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Medntencmea work and odditkmal survwys for hor- 
izontal and vertical control have been carried o'jI In 
compliance with Shjs provisicn since 1925. A descrip- 
tion of the work is published in the Report of the Inter- 
QOtioDai Boundary Commissi ior 1937. This lapott 
uiiitss Ihe foDowlfi? rsfsrance to "Th« Official Mops:*' 

Arlc'.e VII ihe iresly r_! ;9'B iPiird 'ht! t-undmy 

froro the Gulf ol G»-4i}t4 (GecrQii Stiiil) Iw th© e^imni'.i of the Rocky 
Mountains illpuUtn 1h«t "the •ntlra course of <&id Liuric^jiv show- 
ing Ibe locsHon cj Ihe boundsry m'^niimes^ts mirts MS'»b;:th«d 
•lonQ Ihf rou.-Be ci ihe hour.i.^ry sh.ill hr. Tr,i-.rc.--i i;p-n qusi- 
mpUcile 3«Mi oj accural* isodera cciaits praparad or adopted lor 
that purpoae. and Ihe laid Comnuaalonert. or Iheir auccea&ors, ar« 
hereby authorized and required >o >o mark the line and deslqnaia 
the monunenta on such charts, two duplicate orit^itals of which 
aMI be filad wUti Mch GoveifuiwU * * Stmliulyj %fHh nwid 
to l(w bouDdicy Ink Ihe amaA it Reeky UimuMtm to tit 
ModhwMlMaml MM d Idw «l ft* Waodn wifde a| fe* 
Mtlr pmvldM Omi "Ut* Mid 0»iiiH»toim> M mA upon 
qiiadiu|)MeMi aeto «f lOMMto gw(bn durb j t ww d ar tdcpied 
by Hwoi ttr MiM pupw* flto «ntlt» eowM «l mM toandwy and 
IIm loetHen al tb* beuodary monuments and marks established 
•leim Dw ccuiie of said boundary, and two duplicate ortTlnals 
thareol shaU hn h od v.ih p.-.rh Govommcir.i ■ ■ *-" 

The Chans upcn wKtch Ihe Commissioricrs h^ve tnarkad the bound- 
ary line from Gecrqia Sirail lo Ihe Norlhwasiaminoai Po^n! of L.)lce of 
the Woods. In acccHsn-^e with provtsiOTS ih« tTPsty ol I3C8, 

are topographic tr.np-- r'^pn^nr: frrm ■;ur^oyfi msdo by "he field force 
e( the CommisaSOD. The word map ' when used herein Is synonymous 
with the word "chart" of ihe Irealies. They conatit ol a series oi S9 
•heels, arranijed and numbered as shown «B M MCaiBpinyin'7 index 
map. loqelher with a profile sheet. They wm •WjlMMd en copper 
plate* and prtnled from luhe^nphle stooM •■ wb* other atallar 
boundary isapa, Ibe am n iwd plttat wilt b* p i f a m wd by tba two 
O awwuiia aa pairiMnaiil laeotdi •( <b* week. Ilw laur oBdil am 
c( at PI, two lor aach QevanBant, wUch baar ibe CbnaaliBtcaMl' 
liQiMiliuaa. ara ttanaailtod In aHw leia wUh iMa npoit 

Iba ilat of aaeh mp K It bf 34^ ladiaa (nilda Iba beirfar. Ihe 
cullWilllunll iiqni uaad to reptaaani tha I9i909rai::^t7 (aatoras are 
Ihoaa wad by the United States Geatogieal Survey (which *n(jTavad 
sheets 1 to 19. Incluslvsl. and are the same aa those adopted by the 
United Stales Federal Beard cf Surveys and Maps. The boundary line. 
BtonufTi'-'n'!;. culture, and Eotlerlnq appear in black, re'.irf (-cr.lrur li-i^'S 
and fl-? v.] liens) in brewn: rfreinsr^e, in blu»: and limber, in ijtsess. The 
ir.ips .--r.rr --n^Tiji-ir-d -T r-ly'^f".' ri"T"'.::nc. i^n .\ scale ol 1:62.500, 
each coverinq 30 minutes cl l:r.:ii-udo At the top ol each map are 
the title, the number ol the s'.-"ri copies ol the seals ol (he fwo 
cetmtrlas. aad Iha namaa o< the oHaralsaloiwn tindar witcot tha aur- 
vayta waf# ituda- 



TREATY WITH SPAIN 1795 

The soulbem boundary of the United States was d«- 
Krtbed In daftnlte tamw by ihe iraaltos wifli Gnat 
Brlloin of 1782 and 1783 dee p. 12), but Hs loooUon 



was not accepted by Spain and was disputed by that 
country until settled by the treaty condiided October 
27. 1795 (Malloy. 1910. 2, p. 164n. urimin it irai 
agreed that 

The soutbem boundary at tha DbHad ftalas wbl^ dMdta Ibair 

ii?micr)- u-zm u.b Sf^^jr.ijh oolfmlee ol sest and weet Florida, shall ba 
dssi(;Qd!6i by a Uae b«7.nr.ini} on the River MlaskislppI, al the 
northernmost part oi the •hi:iy l.rii Jiiirf'f. 1.-.irudo ncri- c! 
the Equotcr, which (rtam 'hfir.-ti ih^U be dr^wr. ri\;o esst to the maddle 
of Ihe fUver A;.ilijhiL-rjli or C.^'shnMcho, •hor.rc alcng '.he middle 
theiecl to ila lunctloo with the Fllnl: lhanea ttralghl to th* haad o( 
Si Mary'a JHvm. wd HMoea dmm flw mUOm Huttdl to Ilw ANmtto 
Oeaaa. 

Artlde IV of this treaty descrflMd the western bound- 
ary, wh'ch s«>p^rcted the "Spanish eolonyolLoiiiaiaiMi" 

from the Ur.ited States, as beln? 

In the middle cf the channel or bed ol the River Mlialsalppt, from the 
nottfaam boundary d lha atld Stale* lo lha coaplalioD ci Dm dunr- 
llni daqiae «l lattlud* aarih «f dia Squato*. 

DISTANCES ALONG THE BOUNDARIES OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

The distances given below tsre as projected on a 
aea-lsvel pkme. M diese boundaries, on land as well 
as through wator, consist of straight lines between 
"turrjin:3 pol.Hs." Some of these lines — in New Hamp- 
shire, for example— may be less than 50 feet long. The 
New Ucoopshiie boundoiy. If measured in steps of a 
quarter o( a mile, wodd be ooly 49 nilsie km. 

•VOfOMIB DPWIMiy 

Maine: 

AlUntic OotM to laouth of Sl Orabt Rlvar iM 

Moulb el St Crete to aaNiw m.t 

fatiM* «( SL CMi aiona aeriham Use ITM 

Waatwwd alenv SL Mm BtNt 910 

Aleaq St. Ftanda Riv«r 42M 

Dlaqeml Itaie aovllnml .......... MA 

Southwail brand) ol St. Join* to the highlands.. 384 

Alonq ih* hlqUaBd* la lha Naw HiBpahlia comer. 1414 

etcu 

New Hampshire; 

Maine comer to source ol Kalis Stream .... 334 

Halls Stream to nc^h IItw pI Vermssnt 2S.6 

59.9 

Vermont: North line east and west cn or naar tha 4Sth 
parailot 10 flttddtaeinUiicbaMMiaf UkeChmplito MM 

New York: 

Vermon conwt to leka CiMBpIelS Mat to St 
Uwianoa Ri«ar . ......... — 64.S 

IbieuQb St. L a wraeea. Laka Oaiutoi Masiam Kfwt. 
and Ijika Ekto to Pamarbmde eonet ........ 990.7 

44ia 

MMwrbnala: Tbieufh pan ef Lake fito 414 

Obtoc Ttiroufb part g| Lake Erta , — 14&S 

MIeiiifan: North and waai thfeaqfi lakea and rivals to 
Utnneaoti comer al mouth of Pl^eOn Rlvar 77M 

Mliwaaota: 

Hoiilh el Pigeon River lo ncrtfawaal angto to take 
at dw Weeds 4SM 
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XeiftwMt iBote to Ufa «f Ito Woodt wMii to 

1*1 49* N. MJl 

Atai9 4Mi pwalM to Hoffli Dikalit eomr (U 

S4M 

Wetdi lUkaM: Along 49th pardM StM 

MonlUM: Akr.j 49rh pnrnU. 54S.6 

Idaho: Alcnq 49ih p5:illol 44,7 

WMh'.n.-fsn: 

Alonr; 4?lh parsU*! 2BS.S 

Gull cl :39ofgj« to Fidlle Obmb Bgpndli Oi^ 

^ «7J5 

9^.1 

SoMthant beundarr 

ItaH (dang Mo Ofwda, iliiiW IMX 

Nnr UulcD I7M 

AilMU Oa.1 hIIm dBBV CbbMiQ Rlw« 3724 

OaOealt 1404 

ijm.4 

ADDITIONS TO THE TERRITORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES" 

In this pc;^.', the phrase "terrilory of the United 
States" includes areas under the sovereignty or iuris- 
eUctfon of the IMtod Stcrtes. These oreoB extend over 

n Iftrge pnrl of ihe snrth; hom Sarrov/, Alaska, on the 
north to American Sanioa or. the south, and from the 
Palau Islands in the western Pacific to the Virgin 
Islands in the Atlantic. In places, for statistical purposee 
it is desirable to refer to the 48 States and die District 
of Columbia, excluding Alaska and Hawaii. The words 
"contetmlnous United Slotes" are used in these places. 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE 

The entire basin of the Mississippi and its tributaries 
and much oi the coast region of the Gulf of Mexico 
whldi were subsequently known as the Territory of 

Lcuis!i3TirT, were crigir.ally clnirr.'^G by La Salle In 
1682 for France by virtue c{ discovery and cccupatson. 

The area claimed on the G„lf extended west and 
ecmth to the mouth of the "Rio de las PalmoB/' which 
was probably the stream now known as the Rio 
Grande, 

In 1712, France made a grant to Antoine de Crozat oi 
exclusive rMit to fhe trade of this rs^on. Because 
this grant crives the limits of the vast region as they 
wore understood by France, a part of it is here quoted; 

We have by these presents signed wMb flv hand, aulhoriied. and 
do auilMito* the Mid Slaur Odbi to etoiy on •Klurively the trad* 
to til (he t s n H oitot bjr w pB M i m d. tnd bwindsd br Hsw Mtsico 
«nd by *m* tt the BtoBih fa CiraliM. dl Hw MHUMwwaKk ports, 
harbcn, rivm. and Mpectttly 4t» port «<* fuifev d Dauphin Umd. 



B Mcwrr (IWR. chap, S-ll> ehw mmOM ftmUMUm «( Sdl 

"Tcr a irsnsis'irn 3S La Salle't rrcicliB: mic.i t4>» Sparks {1847. ». 11, 
p 201. 2DB) For r«e««ic» lo Ibe looattoo ol the Rio de Us Palmai. see 
iMddtar (UK. p. m. 
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totmaily called Massacre Island, the n«er St. Louis, lormwly csatled 
til* kbsslsBlppl. from the sesshcre lo the IllinoU, r.^ie'hor wii.-. iho 
rivOT St. Pliillp, formailr called (he MuaotuMs River, and the St. 
Jtogn* toOMtiy called the Wabash (tha Olito3> all the countrlM, 
tMtilMim, takes is the land, and too itfn «a«tylD9 dlwcUy or 
isdttsear toto Uwt pan d the ttiw St. Leols. Al the MM Mnb 
iMtos. eeniilN. il«m atrMBH, HidlaltadiWtiiillltobsaadMHato 
eonpriMd uBdar ihe BUM «t Hi* 4ev«&iMBl «l LmlilMW. lAUi ritoU 
be dapaodenl on the General Ocwa t B— n i ef Vsw ftHHt aad nmsln 
suhcrdinsie to 11. and vn will. tner««var. thai dl (he tairileriM wtridt 
we 'zr. 'luz si-t? -I •:■.<-■ ['.lir.-j-.i b.* un.ied. .is :»r «* need be, to 

the Ge:;er.a, G^Vi'iiij^udnJ c'. New Franco fnnn a part thateof, 

reserving to ourseU. nevertheloss i-j irrroaio, -.! wo ludge propor, the 
atlaat oi the qoveimnaiit ol the said covmtry at Louisiana. 

This document indicates that France regarded Louisi- 
ana as comprislncr the drrrlnscre basin of tho Missis- 
sippi at least as for north as th@ mouth oi the Illinois 
and those branches of the Mississippi that enter it be* 
lev,- ti.is point, including the Missouri, but exdiKling 
land in the Southwest claimed by Spain. It is, more- 
over, certain that the area now comprised in Washr 
inglon, Oregon, and Idaho was not included. Qooot 
suxrendered fliis grant In 1717. 

On November 3, 1762, France by a secret treaty 
ceded this region lo Spain, defining It only as "the 
country known by ttie noBne of LouMana," but Spain 
did not take possossion until several years later. By 
the treaty oi peace of 1763 between Great Britain 
Fkonce, emd Spedn, the western boundary of flte Brinsh 
possessions in the New World was placed in thc- 
center oi the Mississippi River, thus reducing the area 
ci Louisiana by Ihe port east of fte rtvsr. By lliese two 
treaties France dispcsed of her pcsses:sions in North 
America, dividmg them between Great Britain and 
Spain. The UmU set between the British and Spanish 
possessions was given as the Mississippi, the Iberville, 
and Lakes Maxirepos and Pontchartrain. (See fig. 24, 
p. 106.) The Iberville River is now called Bcn/ou Man- 
choc. In the early days there was a connected water- 
way (now dosed) through ttils river between Ibe Missis- 
sippi and -y.o GuK of Mexico. Vr.c Island thtlB fomed 
was called the island of New Orleans. 

Great Britain then subdivided her newly acquired 
province, Florida. The area south of lot 31" N. fchcmged 
in 1764 to a parallel through the mouth cf the Yazoo 
River, opproxtaalely 32 "28' N.) and west of *he ApoK 
lachiccla Ri'-^er v,-as called Wes' Florida; the region 
east :l.e:eol and south ol the present north boundary 
of Florida received the name of East Florida. For the 
next 16 years these boundaries and names remained 
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undisturbed. In 1793, by the tioaiy oi cmco with th© 
United States at the end of the Revolution, Great Britain 
ol W«sl Florida br l!h« oMSion of fiiat 
portion north of the 31st parallel !o the United Slates. 
In the same year she gave East Florida and what 
MncriiMd ol Wwt Florldci to Spoln, and tn Spain's 
possession they remoinod for several yGors; hu'. after 
1803 the United Sta'.es oiso cluimed the area west oi 
the Pndido River as pari ol the Louisiana Purchase. 
The treaty of 1819 put an end to the disputes (Molloy, 
1910, V. 2, p. 1651; Cox, 1918). 

Meantime, in 1800, by the secret treaty of San Ilde- 
loiwo, Spain promised to rehim Louisiana to Ftance. In 
flietonQuaoe of the treaty, she pledged herself to return 
to Franci? "thQ colony and provir.r-e cA Loui^iinna, in the 
some extent it now has under the dominion of Spain 
and oi olhsr StotM." 

Immediately after this Irnnafer l>Brnme known 
(November 1802), meosures were instituted by President 
Jefferson for obtaining free aeews to the sea by y/ev ot 
the Mississippi River. Circumstnnres favotai this nego- 
tiation. Bor.apaiie was at that time in almcst daily 
•iqpectation of a declaration of war by Great Britain, 
the first act of which would be to seize the mouth of the 
Mississippi and wtfh tt the IVovlnoe of Louisiana, tinder 
these circumstances Bcnrrpcirli? oifered to sell ir.r- 
Province to the United Stales, and the offer was 
promptly oooepled.** The consideration named was 60 
million francs and Iho assump'ion by the United Slates 
of the "French spoliation claims," which were esli- 
moted to amount to SS,7S0,000. Article 3 of die treaty 
of cession, doted April 30, 1803, fixed the rate of ex- 
change at 5.3333 francs to $1 . The total payments made 
by flieUnltod Slatss on accowit of ih.s puichose. Includ- 
ing interest, amount to $23,213,567.73. Opponents of this 
purchase strongly urged that it was contiary to the 
Cbnstihjtion of the United Slates (Brown, 1920; Baldwin, 
1894, p. 369-389. 

The Ireoly of cesston (Molloy, 1910, y. 1, p. 508) de> 
scribos the terrilory oniy as being 'he j.Tme as that 
ceded by Spain to France by the treaty of San Ilde- 
foneo, from which the descri p tion was quoted. The 
tsfritary sold thus appafsudy comprised that port ol 

■UA Sill OoBff.. ISn. td MB.. H. Rqrt. <tl.p.0':Mv>.8hrSM 
««iikB e< 17(3 (mo FNne* to Sp«iB 

• Tor roT*M ^ ewt*fipen!4eficfr between tlollad StAtM and TaHma 
lOMlgsi ofiiciAlx, foT da!e£ Irani IBQ3 to iaC7. rftlating lo thill purchai*, Its 
boundftiM*. *nd <«ns>. •«• Robwuen tl9lt. v 2). S— tlte U.S. Cong 
(1«B) aod T. M. Manb*ll *. 2. p 46-«S). HmlMll't beek cenuiiw a 

btbUogHfiiy (p. 242^251) ol pubUcatlocui raUUag io Ih* i™»<^»". Purciwn. 



the drainage basin oi the Mississippi which llee west 
of the couise of die river. @ee fig. 3.) The daim of the 

United States to llie area now compri.^fK? in Oreqryn, 

Wasbingtoni and Idaho in the negotiations with Great 
Britain regarding the northweBfem boundary was osten- 
sibly based not only upon prior occupation and upcn 
purchase from Spain but also upon 'Jie allajed fact that 
this area formed part of the Louisiana Purchase. That 
this claim was Isaseless is shown not only by what hoe 
been already detailed regarding the limits of the pur- 
chase but also by the direct '.estirnony of the French 
pl«nipoteattary< M. Barbe-Morbois. Some 20 years after 
the purchase he published o book on Louisiana (Barbe- 
Mnibois. 183C0, in v/hvrh h- lescrlbed at some length 
the negotiations that preceded the purchase and. re- 
fsning to tMs question, sold: The shores of Hie weslem 
ocefin were cortoinly rot comprised in the cession, but 
already the United Slates are established there." 

There is also in BarbeMdAois's book a mop (doted 
1829) c! the t-cuntr/ behveen the Mississippi and ths 
Pacific, or. which ths western extent of Louisiana is 
indicated as the 1 10th meridian, which is not far from 
the western limit oi the drainage basin of the Missis- 
dppl in Wyoming and Montana. On this map, that 

port of the country .low comprised in Ore^gon. Wash- 
ington, and Idaho, which, it has been claimed, formed 
port of Ihe pordiasB. bean flie fbUowInq legend: "Teni- 
tories and countries occupied by the United States, 
following the treaty of cession of Louisiana." 

Obwtously. OwcekirB, the Uidted Stales did not pur* 
chase Oregon as a part of Louisiana: however, it is 
no less certain that that great area west oi the Rocky 
Mounloins fell Inio lis hands as a direct consequence 
of the Louisiana Purchase (Mowry, 1902. p. 131-157). 

The claim made by the United States to Ihe territory 
between the Mississippi and the Rio Grande as part 
of the Louisiana Puidbose was based principally on 
the setOement mode by La Salle at San Bernardo (now 
Ma'.aqoida) Bay. Tex., in 16S5. and on many maps 
that indicated the area as part of the French pos- 
sesrians. but flils claim wos not tecognlzsd by Spohi 
and the boundary west of the Mississipjpi River vj-as 
undetermined until It was fixed at the Sabine River by 
the treaty of 1B19 (Bancroft, 1889, v. 16, p. 46). 

The treaty of 17S3 with Great Britain describes the 
northern boundary of the United Stales in port as fol- 
lows: Ftem die northwsstoRimosI point of the Lake of 
the V/cods "cn a due west course to the River Missis- 
sippi." The fact lhat such a line could not intersect the 
KBssiselppi proper at any point (see fig. 27) gave rise 
to many and serious disputes, which were not settled 
until after fbe date of tfte Louisiana Purchase. This 
clause of the treaty was understood by some geogra- 
phers as placing the bouodory line on the Loke of the 
Woods parallel for some 400 miles west from the lake 
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to Ih0 polnl wbete it InwtseetB the KUssourl-Mlssiastppl 

drairaqn basin, which in 1783 belonged to Spain, (hus 
including ihe southern part oi Ihe basin oi the Red River 
as United States territory. Other geographers who hod 
given the subject corehil study believed that the poa* 
sessions of the United States in the northwest OB de- 
fined by the treaty oi 1783 were limited by the Missis- 
sippi River and a line azlendini? north Irom ita souioe 
(Ledee IloKa*^ to an Intenadton wUh (he Ldee of the 
Woods parallel (see isolow; Baker, 1887; Brower, 1893). 

Still olfaeis caniiderad the Red River faoain south oi 
the 49fh poredlel to be a port of (he Louisiana PurdioBe. 

The Red River basin wcs net a part of La Salle's 
original claim, but it appears to hove been occupied 
by the Frendj earlier than 1762. The Verendrye 
brothers, French Canadians, were tho first white men 
of record to explore the country from the site of Winni- 
peg westwonl to die Roelcy Mountains (1738-1743)i. A 
map in Lout (1906) shows the Vcrondrye rsut© as ox- 
tending only OS iar south as northeastern Wyoming. 

The treaty of 1763 b e t w e en Great Britain, Ftonce, end 
Spoin limited Great Britain's jurisdiction on the north- 
west by the Mississippi River, as will be seen from the 
fallowing quotation from AiUde VH: 

b ofdar to wstiblMi pmm on mM mcI dunbla tnaitoSntw, md 
to NOMW feraww all Mbjaei of dlapuM wMi i«g«d (o (h* VniM of 

lh« Britlih and French tarritorlM on Ihe continent of America: it Ls 
«qr««d, lha(, for ibe lutuie. the cooiinea between she dcuzUriona sf hi* 
Britannic Maiesty, and ihr.s« ci h.s njo»t Christian Majeaty, in that 
part oi the world, shaii ba iiMd irravocabtr by a line dn«m alonq lb* 
Ollddle of the River Miulsaippi. trom its eouroe lo the RllMr IbMVfU*. 

When this treaty was made. Great Britain apparently 
knew nothing of the secret treaty of the preceding year 
whereby France had ceded the Louisiana territory to 
Spain. It is evident, however, that Great Bdloin intended 
to relinquish cdl dafm to Itvlsdlctlon over he area west 

of the Mississippi. In 1763 and for many years thero 
otter, the Missis^ppi was believed lo rise considerably 
north of lis oelud known source. On (he KfileheU nop 
the source* was said to be at about the "5C>th degree 
of latiitude." Even if the area assigned lo France did 
not extend as for north as lot 50' N., it apparently in- 
cluded all that port of the Red River drainage basin 
west of the actual source of the Mississippi 

The British act of 1774 eartended fte Pkevlnee of 
Quebec to include the area vrest of Pennsylvania nor'h 
oi ths Ohio River and east oi the Mississippi, Tr.:- 
boundaries were more dsflnltoly described in Ihe com- 
mission issued to the qc y e m ot in December oi the 
same year, in pari as fellowB: 



••l,>k* ttaira U g*n>ra1'r rvtarred lo as Um •ource oi Ihe Minliaippi, 
hui < cr««lr aliiM;' 4 nLl«n :n Ungib that aopUai into the loulbera part oi 
iba lake ha* a *ourc« nor* than 100 leal aiboTe the lake. Lake liaaca la 
•bout 3>/] alias in lanqlh. Tba name Itasca WM «alMA hf Ccheolenit 
Its boo paria e4 two Latin words. Tsrlias (MM and eaput tfaMd). Area 
ImMmb Imb #icli vccd bsioB flHtUsd* 
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* * ' along Ihe bank of Ihe said nver (Ohio] waslwaid lo Ihe banka 
of (he Mississippi, and northward alonq the eaalera bank of Ihe laid 
tf/m t3 ;h« soulhem boundary ol the territory qranled lo the Utr> 

chin- A Jvtrnvjtars ol Enqlatjd uadlng to Hudson's Bay. 

The Canadian General Government and the Province 
of Ontario have made extensive researches concerning 
the western boundary of Ontario, and the reports give 
on eaoeUent historical review oi the French, Spanish, 
and English dolms to (he coun(ry about fiie lakm of 
the Woods, including the Rod River and Mississippi 
River drainage basins, from the first exploration down 
to 1818 and later. The leports fill several large volunuM. 
nnd omonfj them may be montionod "Report of the 
select committee on the boundaiies between the Fro- 
vlnoe of Ontario and the unorganized territories ol (be 
Dominion," Ottawa, 1880, and "CorTespondenco, pa- 
pers, and documents * * ' relating to ihe northerly and 
waeleriy boundaries of Ontario," Toronto, 1882. A care- 
ful exnminatioa of these and other o fficial documents 
foils to dlsdose any statement of doltns by Great 
Britain to the area west of the Mississippi, east of the 
Rocky Mountains, and south oi the Lake oi the Woods 
poiodlsi 

The commissioner for Ontario, in reportlntj to the 
lieutenant governor oi that Province with reference to 
(he boundary of Ontario, stated (p. 340 of (he 1880 

report) thai 

In liiujiijjq Uio l.-eaiy cl Paris a iev years larer [178?.) Ihn Imperial 
GovemmenI reco<jni:*d ih* MLislsstppI as .%n niliiv.ng lerrllorlal 
boundary. AU the country east ol ih«t fivnr unci r-uih r.i a line d.-swn 
through the middle ol the Gronl Ljibs lo iho mosl r.irlhwefllem 
pOttil d Ihe Lake ol the Woods was auirendered t j the 'JrUied Sutec. 
AU (he eetiDtiy west of Ihe Missisaippl. ezlendir.g souih to 31* of 
north latitude and east to the Allantlc Ocean, waa tafk to its fonatf 
owners [Spainl. 

On 'J'.e Fadon map of 1783 " a heavy green line is 
drawn l;«m the head of the Mississippi FUver to the 
Lake of Ihe Woods. The boundary of the Hudson Bay 
tenilory, as fixed by the traoty of Utrecht, is Indiooted 
by a red line running east and west from (he Lake ol 
'.he Wocds. West of the green line, west of the Missis- 
sippi River, and south oi the red line, the area is marked 
"LouMana," and In tti norfbsxn port o river ranning 
r.orthv/ard is marked "Mississippi or Red Rhfer." If the 
evidence of this map may be accepted, the Red River 
meet south of the Lake of the Woods parallel was con- 
sidered as part of LouMana 

«11it UriM SMw «i Itailii AmMm. fish MM Hd SsirfA tinllHlM 
Msuimt to A* MMit my m i br Wttm Taim, IM. ISidH wm, to 
f«M» IM, appateled my nNr to A* Xta*. 
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In the printed "Observations" that accompariy this 
map are the following: 

nt» Rlvw Mlanmpiil la koewit aboiu CO adiM «bo«w Um FaUi of 
It AMhenr bat i> noi uvlgilUa; In Nutai !• wppoMd br til ttaval- 
Iv* ift b» in iteul 4a* K., tiuwlem «h* to te diMva W. Item 
dw Uk» of te Wood* till U ittlkM Mbrinlppi wffl prebaUr ran on 
• ptnlM 3 daqmw or 180 mBm than iu loaK*. 

Bui tMa benndaiy Un*. oUimwIm inxlqnificsnl, leemi to hsve b««n 
•ztvndvd to Ihe L^e ol the Wccd.i in ■15' N, to aFpr^'m.i'e iho 
UbUmI States lo th« bouinjar;' ci ihe Hudscr.':; Biy Cctnp.ir.y, in 43* N, 

A Btu'h iir.3 .Thr-.;ld h.5v^ 'z'^cn dr^^'n iter. lAkv oi Iho V/onda 
to Btrixe tli._- t.'.iininiippl, .1-; 'hf. v/osi line bf^3ir.n;n-3 al 180 rnllt-a 

The map illustrating the route of the Lewis aad 
Clark «xpedllion of 1804-6, "from fhe orlaiiKd drawing 

by Wm. Qark," shows lh& hctindory of Louisiana as 
including the drainage basin oi the Missouri River 
north of the 49lh paraDal, and near (he north end of 
the Laks of the Woods there is this note: "Northam 
boundary of the United States, lat 49°37'" N." 

It seems probable that Congress considered the Red 
River basin (see fig. 27) as far north as the Lake of 
flie Woods to b» a part of the Louisiana Purchase, but 
no specific refMeno* woi mcnte lo It In any itahite 
iprior to 1634. 

There were many who believed that flw LouisJana 
Purchase? exionded even (arlher ncrlh than the '59lh 
parallel and included the entire drainoge basin of 
Mtasourl Rhw. This unenWnty was selfled by flie 
troatly of 1318. James White (1914b. p. 842), after an 
extended review of this question, states: "The true 
northern boundary d toulriona was 1b» watershed of 
the Mississippi tir.d Missouri Rivers. " Tho approxlmalo 
area oi "iiis "■v^'atersheQ" north oi the 49t5; parallel is 
12,300 square miles. 

The Meilsh mop, referred to in the treaty with Spain 
of 1819 (see p. 27). but printed before the convention 
with Great Britain of 1818 (see p. 14/ was signed shows 
the boundary line of the United States as extending 
doe w«st fram the norihweBtemmost point of Qie Lake 
of the Wcod.s to the Red River, thence up that river to 
the Assiniboine. up that river, and by on irregular line 
wMtwoid so as to inehide fte Missourt River drainage 
bcsln north of 49th prnnllel. 

This question is now a matter of historical interest 
only, for the boundary Iliw was definitely fixed by the 
British Heoty of 1818.' 

h has oAmi been said that by the treaty of Utrecht" 

■• Ibm M» MtKrt ptaMd «<pta> «l <lw nwlr •! VMS ta Ite Unwr 

•lOoilSNM. 



(Freschot, 1715) of 1713 the 49th poiallel was made the 
boundary line between Great Britain and the French 
Provfnoe of Loutetano, bat a careful reading of Ihe 

troaty fails :o disclose any ground for ihis statement. 
It is doubtless true that during the negotiations vrhtcb 
followed the signing of ihe treaty ihe Briilsh com* 
mission endeavored to have the 49lh parallel fixed as 
the boundary oikI that the French commission con- 
tended lor a boundary a degree or more fartiier north, 
but the commissioners failed to agree, and no latitude 
was mentioned ;n the treaty. Ajrliclo X of this treaty pro- 
vided for the appointment of "commissaries" to fix a 
boundary line between the Hudson Boy territory and 
the Louisiona tenltory. Hie "oommissorlee" were piob- 
ably appointed, but no flntal decision resulted from 
iheit labors (Hermann. 1900, p. 55-59; Bond. 1912}. 

The western boundary of the Louisiona Purchase is 
t;ie wester.i boundary cf ilie 7'.{ississlppl drainage 
basin as claimed by La Salle. Whotever the northern 
and iiorifae aa tM B boundaries at the Loiilwirmo Purchase 
may be considered, there is no doubt that they inotud^d 
the drainage basin oi the Missouri south oi the 49th 
parallel and the western drainage basin of the Mia* 
sissippi from its source lo the Gulf oi Mexica 

FLORIDA purchase" 

The second addition to the territory of the United 
States consisted of the Flocidos. ceded by Spain in 
1819 in exchange for large oieos vrest of ^e Mtsslsslppt 

River relinquished by the Uniled Sro'.es to Spam end 
the assumption by the United States of all claims of 
its dHzens uguinst Spain for damages received, to 
nr. amciur.t net exceeding $5 million, Spain likewise 
assiiming responsibility tor claims of its citizens 
ogotnst the Unltad States. 

From the date of the Louisiana Purchase, in 1803, 
the territory known as West Florida and bounded by 
the Mississippi River on the west, the Perdido on the 
eost. the parallel of 31" on the north, and the Gulf 
of Mexico on the south, had been in dispute between 
the two countries. During at least port of this time it 

hod been practicaUy in the possession of the Uniled 
Slotea. The douse from ihe treaty of San Tldefonso 

quclod on y:aqe 24 wa:^ intorpreiod by JeFftrson and 
others in this country to mean the inclusion of West 
Florida Their rsosonbig was tills: la. 1800 Spain owned 
West Florida; West Florida was once a port of Lou- 
isiana; in 1800 Spain receded Louisiana to France; 
she Iherelofe receded Weet Fbrida with it 

Spain, however, held that this war. merely a treaty 
oi recession, by which she gave back to France what 
France hod given to her in 1762. As in 1762 she did 



Ik aaqiddSM, mm Bnid^ (UH. p. mmt Uawif {IHt 41. 
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not own W«at Florida, ah* oould not have wosdM It 

to France. Borbe-Marbcis, the French plenipotentiary, 
vfQS very positive in stating that Weet Flodda iormed 
no part of tho Loulalana Purchase, and that the south- 

eostem boundsry of that purchase ccnsisled of the 
Ibefville River and Lakes Ma^iiopas end Fonlchoi train. 
(Sm fig. 24.) 

ImmedlotQly after the Louisiana Purchaw wCM Ofr 
quired, the claim was mode by the United States ^ot 
it Included most of West Florida and pa-' '-i 'iw Tsxci;^ 
coast, but this claim was not entertained by Spain. 
In 1810 a T0vo1utlon was eHectad In that part of yTsst 
Florida lying west of the Pear! Rl'.'er, and application 
was made by the inhabitants for annexation to the 
United States. The governor of Louisiana, under in- 
structions from Washington, at once took possession 
Immediately a coimter revolution was or<3ani£ed 
ogoinsl hlnii but it was put down by force of arms, and 
in 1812 this part of West Florida was included in the 
Slate of Louisiana (2 Stat. L. 708). In the meantime the 
insurrection spread eastward and. although put down 
by the Spanish outhoritlas, the movemsnt received 
the sympathy of the United Stales, and CongreaB 
passed an act, cpiiroved January 15,, 181; (3 Stat. L. 
471). authorizing the President, under certain specified 
conilngenclflSt to usa fores in taking possewninin of East 
Florida and approrrialing $100,000 for carrying the act 
into effect.^' In 1812 that part of West Florida lying 
belwsen the Perdldo and Ptarl Hlvers was rmneyed to 
tho Territory of Mississippi. fSee p. 105.) 

ThQ treaty of February 22, 1819, with Spain settled 
these cciifli:--i[u; claims (Coat, 1916; Fosson, 1924, ehgp. 
16) by (ha ioUowing douse: 

AMICLe IL Ma CMhalle Malvilr m^m le Hi* UdM 9Uwt is fill 
pnparty md Nmnlaatr, all the tstritoriet which t>eIonq to hm. 
•IhiftM lo Ih* WHilward of <h« MLuimIppI. known by the mttm oI E»M 
ISd ''•L-^: F.^riai, T'c-.o fi:iu\-':.n' i.-ilandr. dt^pendent on raid prcvlnc* 
• • • if-- indiJtfd i.~u ariu-lo. (JJaUaf. 1910, V. 2. p 1652: «•• 
il-:. T f.', -jyA. -is-es.] 

The third article in this lieoty defines the boundary 
botwoon Am United Stcrtss ond (he Sponlsh possssslons 
in thi3 Soulhwest as follovrrs: 

article; III. Thti b;..nda£y lin« beiwesn the two countrteg, west of 
the MiMt»»lppl. shall beqin on the Gulph ol Mexico. 4" iho rrnuih &f 
the river S*bino, In the »ea. continuing north sloni iho v/oiiom b«jik 
of thai iivor, lo the 32nd degree of UUIudc l;:cn -a by a line due 
north to the decree of Uliiudo where it tlrtkev tiie Bio Roxo of 
llaehtteehes. cr Red PUver: then fsUowing the course of the Rio Roxo 
westward, '!> the> ifcires cf l'ini-;'.'';'ie ICO ■■/■•a-i\ iron-. I.cn^cn,* snd 

"nie publlcalien of thi> ad l>elaf« the and ol tlw toltowing eeaalen oi 
CMpnn MS ioTbidclen by act of Mat. 3. ISU (S Msit. L- 

*The 3«f« poiBl fli the London neritfian Ea the eraaa en St. Paid'a 
C'h.iMl In Ijondon, which It 0"0}'48 3W « H nVO wn»i el Oreanwieh 

' r in«iic» Survey oJ Great Britain, latter ol S«5 i ■5 r r?i For relereoce to 
the aatabliihffianl ol ihe meridians ol London and Grsanwich. lee The 
Mariner's Mirror, v. 13, no. 2, London. Cambitd^a Press. April, 19Z7 
Lmglludes on the Mitebell B*p «f 17U (see p. 2 ) eie leierred le ibe 
Uadea aeiidlen. lha Hihh atp •! lUt bia tha dagiMi wmi al Iwiilrii 
Mlmlad aka« the kmm adfe. and Ibe jtgmm waal at WesUaoleB new 
Ibe uppef edge; Sw «• «f dw Wasbfaivtai awriifiaa estaddw wfib 7J* 
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23 fraa Wuhinqiao,- then, crossing the setd R*d Rlvat and nmnlng 
IhMIM^ by * lie* 4u» north, to Ihe river AAmmut tfaiMWat (allowing 
Ihe ctMM* ci tb* aoutharn bank oi the Aikaena, to Hi aawea in laO. 
hida 43 Dotte and Hmm*, by tet ptrallal of laUtiida to t» 9cMi 
Saa. Una whole Nins as laM down is IMtah's mi» of At Ttatlsd 
Slalaa, piddlahad at FUlaMphlk. inipMwd to »» M of jMUHr, UU. 
But 1/ (ha aaute* of iha AOeumn Wm (Ml be iouad to fdi iMMb 
or •eolli o( UHttida 42. dm lha Una aUU nra ban Iha aald aenrea 
due south or north, as the case may be, till ll meets lh» si'A piiiallel 
of latitude 42. and thence, along Ihe said parallel, lo ihe ScHiU> Seat 
A ; h^- is.i!tii.:5 in the Sabine, and the s.ild ?^i*H nnd Arkansas Rivers, 
',hrc.:ihr f(i.> cour«« thus deecrs^od, 'o t^olcng to th» Uniteid 
Stater, bii* "h^ ij5,i5 c-'. lije wd'.jrs ar.d l.^.o naviqatiLtn o( tho SAbina 
lo the sea. and oi the said rivers Roxo and Arkai>sas, Ihiouqhout the 
extent ol Ihe said boundary, on their respective faailks, ahaU bt aoifr 
men lo ihe r*apeciiv« inhobittnU oi both aabnna. 

TMs traatir was rattiled pramnlly br ^ tJ£. Ssnals. 

but Spain did not ratify 1! u.illl October 20, 1?*20 which 
was after the time aliow©d lor raliiicatjon had ex- 
pired. Th» Sanate again ratified it February 19, 
1821. and it vfOB ptoctaimed by the PMsldent Februoiy 
22, 1821. 

The western boundary of the United Slates soiith of 
lot 42° N. as fixed by ttiis treoty wi^ confirmed by 
Mexico by treaty conchxled Tanuory 12, 1828, Mexioo 
hrrj-ing in thg mcantiniG qained har indspSIMlSIQOB frottt 
Spain. (Malloy. 1910. v. 1. p. 1082.) 

TEXAS ACCESSION 

Tho aoxt acquisition of territory was that of the Re- 
public of Texas, which was admitted as a State by 
joint resolution of Deoembsr 29, 1845>* The area wlildi 
Texas brought into ihe Union was limited as follows, 
OS defined by the Republic of Texas, December 19, 
1B36 Cwe fig. 29 and Lows of the Republic of Texas. 
1838, Houston, v. 1, p. 133). 

Bei^inning at the mouth of th^ S.slilne River anJ r-,innin9 "wml alc-ng 
tho o; .Mirxico three la.5gii''9 fr ini Isn,-; \o ihe mouth ed Ihe Rio 
Gs.ir.it- i).t,:i.r- up the prirjcipal eTMm ol s^ld river to Its sourca, 
ihenrr, d jM n :.ih ij Ihe lorly-serrnd dogioo c) north latitude, thenca 
along the boundary line as defined in the treaty between Sp-iin and 
Ihe United Stales to Ihe beginning. 

The daim by Texas to kmd north to the 42d parallel 
and west and south lo the Rio Grande was based in 



wart oi t a a dfl fi . In MX a Mb* ttMHSb Iba ewlar at Ow VhUa KauM wm 
run c-jt a.id muriad lar the Mio of Sw WwUmgMll aeftdlSB- m» llaa tl 
TS'Se'ZS' west ol London, tt will ka aMB imi SuMa Malamal* thai Aa 
locatiiin ol thi< bouadafy «as i— itirtiM tineMttto, hM Iba jortllwi 
racogniiad as Ihe lOOih dtgiaa wtat «( QteaPolcli to aela af Bagit ll, VtO, 
and )uaa i. 1SS8. 

«• Stat L US. rbr salstamt to eSails nede by the Uniied Stat as In 
ocqnlfa ItaM baiwaaa im md IM by paidiaae «r atkanrfia, laa T. M. 
KanbaS (IM, v, S. p. M-lUl. 



Digitized by Google 



28 

BOUNDARfES OF THt 

UNITCO *TATU AND THB SKVCNAI. STATU 



pnl on a secrat mctty botwosn I^wldsnt Sunlu Annci 

of Mexico cmd oHicers of the Texas army ai ths Mid 
oi the WOT between Mexico and Texas in 1836. 

RRST MEXICAN CB88ION 

In IS48 Ihe tmly of GuodalupB-Hldalqo added to 

the country the area of Californic, Nevada, Utah, and 
ports oi Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico. (See 
fl9- 3J TUs Irealy vron concluded Pebraary 2, I6tt. 
and proclaimed Ju!y 4, 1848. The clotises in it defining 
U.S. acquisition oi territory are as follows (Molloy, 1910, 
T. 1, p. 1109): 

ARUCU V. Hw bewMtaqr Ud* bMWMa Ow two ltep«tbllei ahiB 
UMmnw In ddf ol M«deo, Ifarw Imquu frera land, oppotlle 

ih* mouth o( th« Rio Grande, otherwlae failed iho Kb BravQ Jul 
Norta. or opposite tho mcuth of is deepest ir^r. h, .t il str-uJi have 
mora than ooo branch enipr/in<) direc'.y ;nT. ir.o fes: Ircx Ihencw up 
the middlo of thai tw«t. (cUowing tha a«©p«s; cbanp^^ whoro r 
n-.rro ihi.i r.n*. iht- p-Liit whara it »1rtka» the amithem hnu.-.dnry n! 
New M«xicor th«nce, weslwaidly, a3cnq Ihe whole aouihom boundary 
a( Naw Mexico (which runs north of tha lawn called Paso) to its 
wactara lenninattaii: Ihtiiet. aortiiward. along <h* waalatn Uim «i 
Naw MMko, ittUl it MmmcIs iIm am bnadi d <!>• Hww Ollie fer « 
U ahould sot la H iwet tmr teueh oi thai rinr. flwB to Ow potat ca 
1h* Mid Um MVMi i» rad) bnnidi. nd Hmm fa • dliMt Bm Id 
dWMMiXbMMdotfB OwiBiddfoaf Hivitfdb'MHli mdof llwiM 
ttvw, iBMt H mmpliat tnto (b* IU» CUendM Umbo* tb* Bio 
Oetondo, fcUowing the mvialm Om Immmw ml Umm Odi- 
femta. to lha Pacific Ocean. 

Tho 5-ou*h»?rT: a.ii v/fr-slrm limi's rE Mov/ Mni^o. rnr>n*:nnod In this 
aiiiclo. Are tho*e laid down in the map entitled "Map ot Iho United 
Mexican States, as onjanlied and defined b/ various acta of Ihe 
Congress oi said npvbVie, and oeoaUuelad aeeerdliig le tba best 
Mithortlles. Havisad odHoil. PuUbtwd M Nnr T«k kl 1M7. far I- 
Otolumoili" ei whkh nap « copy it tddid to «hlo tnaly, tMvteg Itaa 
•tgiwiuiM «ad sMb of th» mimUmi nmiiwMNltailN. Aad in 
Mdv 10 pndudt all dUfeiihr fa mdaq vipae Oi* «mmd lb* Unit 
MpiiMfag t*P« hMB toww CMIfa n riii. It ia aqtMd ihM <h* Mid 
UbH Adl eeoilit «( « iMglit Ifa* drawn from the mlddto e( iha lUo 
Gfla, wfwra U unltaa wfOl Hi* Colorado, to a point on the coast of 
Ihe Pacific Ocean, distant one icarino loaqiie due south o! (h^ s : ;ihar- 
moat point' ol the port o< San Dieqo. aocordinq to tS-n pl.i- n| s.i.d 
port made in the ye.ir '.782 by C>_n ]<i^!: rinlcja, sraccnd .-.niHnq 
master of the Sp«ni»h fleet, and putllshf-J n MainJ i.-t the year 1602. 
ir. ihf i'laz, :o lljL- iroyage of thn schronars 2.;ill and Mexieana; of 
which plan a copy ta faetvtmto added, sigited. asd *Mlad by Ihe 
respective ptenlpolaHdiffaa. 

For this vast ierritory the United States a^r^ed to 
pay $15 million, of which $3 million was to be paid 
when the treaty was ratified and the remainder in 
annual inataUmenls oi $3 milUon eodi, with interest at 
6 imvomL Besidet fMs, <be tftilled States ossumed the 



ISabiljty for certotn dcdms otTOfnat MaileQ, nol tO «X> 
ceed a total oi S3,25C,000. 

Mudi difficulty followed in the interptelallon oi iMt 
treaty. A joint commiaion oi the two Govwnmmts was 
fonned, consisting of a commissioner and o chief sur- 
veyor from each. They were instructed that any de- 
diion upon the Intefpretatlon of the ueaiy must be 
agreed to unanlinouslr. 

Under the di:ecrtlon o: the commissionors tha initial 
point oi tlie boundary between Upper and Lower Cadi- 
iomia was estoUldisd on the Pacific coast and marked 
by a substantial monument. A similar determination 
was mode at tim eastern extremity of this line, at the 
Junction of the Gila and Colorado Rivers, whem an* 
other monument was placed. Bet*A-p©n these points 
the line was r'jn and marked with five intermediate 
monuments."' 

Monument 258 is the final moiker on Ihe weet. It 
is about 200 yards from ftie shoreltne of (he Podfic 
and IS a 14-foot v/-hite marble sliail erurlosed by a 7- 
foot iron picket tence. Its geodetic position is lot 32°32' 
08.82'' N.. lon9 UTOTIBM" W.. 1927 NJLD. 

The most difficu't questicn that came before the 
ocunmlssion ior decision concerned the location and 
oclent of Ihe soulb boundary of New Mexloo. Here, 
nnfortunately, the Dlsturnell map left ror;m fnr broad 
dirferences of opinion. The town called Paso (now 
named Juarez) was located on Ihe map more than 
half a degree too far north and nearly 2° loo far eosl 
In the absence of the chief surveyor for the United 
Slates, the three other members of Ihe commission 
agreed to acoept the position of tlie south boundary 
of New Mexico as slunim by the profecHon lines on 
'he map Hat 32*77' N.): to run a hne in thai latitude 3° 
west from ihe Flio Grande and thence north until a 
brandi of the Gtta River was Inleraecled. b accordance 
with this decision a durob'e monument was erected 
on the bank oi the Rlo Grande, in lot 32*22' N., and 
the rtinning ol tlie Une westward was begun, <Se0 fig. 
47.) After I'/i" had been run, the chiRf s-tro-sycr for 
the United States arrived, learned what hod been 
done, and made a vigoroias protest aqroinst this inter- 
pretation of llie map. TUs protest caused sudden 
stoppage of flie woHc of running ttie line and tfie 
repi:di3tion of the agreement by the U.S. GcvernmanL 
The United States claimed that the boundary should 
be located with reference to the town of Paso — the 
only definite point for it named in the treaty. Under 
this claim, according to later observations, the smith 

• For referanca to a mark establiakad in 1773 lor Die aaparsliaa a( Up^r 
and Lower CaStairia and far a Jwg H p H w i at Sm milov Hoae jju|w a srt 
batweao IMS and IMS tor Ute beandarr li a l wea u the VnlMd Stales asi 
Hexiee west oi the Colorado River, see Handrr (1926). Ttia nark nl m 
was at a miitl about 29 mils* east oi loulh ol tba Pacilie tannifiui ol lh« 
prssmt boundiry bgiwean the UaHad Slaiaa and Harioo. (Oaibat. I9S9. 
p n 'his book contains a HllVllUmiSf ol MlV SlV MS MH fllSlfaV li 
Ihe two MeileaR cessioas.) 
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boundary of New Mexico v/ould be placed at about 
lot 3ra2' cold it would extend west to long lOS^aO' 
W. N«9ettallains iollew«d< but no cqroemenl had been 

rearrhed before 1853, when 'he Godadeo Purchase 
made further discussion unnecessary. 
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GADSDEN PURCHASE 

On December 30, 1853, a second purchase was mado 
from Mexico consisting of a strip of land lying south 
of the Giln Hiver :r. New Mexico and Arizona, the 
coDBkleiation being $10 million in gold. This is known 
as tie Gkidaden Purchase, from Oie name of the U.S. 
commlssicncr, Jamos Gadsden.*' The boundaries (see 
ii98. 3, 47} as established ore as follows (Malloy. 1910, 

▼. I. Ik )121h 

ARTICLE t Hm MmdcMt RapeMlc •«•«■ to dMlgnsI* k»ow- 
u har iru* HmR* wtlh Dm XMttA SiiM* ler lh» {uiumc RMtnkiq 
A» Miw dMdng kM feMPm two CkltfanlM dmdy 
«sd MikbllilMd. accaidlR4 to Km Mh trtid* c< «M trMtr at Oiudship* 

HItbtqo. lh« Umtt* be l wmn iIm two n|MiUiet (haU be at loUowa: 
Baginning In the Guli of Msxko, duw Imoom fiom land. oppoill« 

the moul1. u! ihr Hi ,. firirnio, as proviiWd in Iho iilih nri'..-ln r.! lha 
tT«a(y of Gujclji^uiJi-' Hjd^lrjj, thenca. as defined in ij.'j siid ariid*. 
up Iho middlp of that rive: I: the point wf-.eri piin'.lpl cf 31 M7' 
north latitude ctossos th& '.in'i.i Jh»nr« rfup was[ .-jhci hundrad rr-ilon 
thanes south lo the paralk'l d 3r2Q' n„iih latlljJu, 'hcr.L-!! «lcn j iht 
said parallal of 31*20' to the iiith iriecidlan &1 li:<n<}ltud8 w««l oi 
Gfeenwich, ihanco in a slraiijht Una to a paint on tha Colorado Rlvar 
twmlf BigUah milat balow lha luncllon d( the GUa and Coiondo 
Mrcn; Uttuot up dw mIdcU* of the said rlvar Colorado until II intir- 
Ncls Ik* p(«tant Una ba«wa«n tha UnUad S4st«i aod MMdeo. 

In Ihe year feUewinv. a eominlnlon was appointed 

for surveying and marking th'.s line, undfr the U.S. 
commissioner, Maj. W. H. Emory. The line was run and 
marked in the year 1855, and Oia teport was Irant- 
mMed in the following yeor (Bnory, 1857a). 

As settlenient Increased in the territory which this 
line traverses, it became evident that the line was 
insufficienlly marked. Because some ol the monuments 
hod disappeared and beeau se there were many large 
ar&as in wlilch no monuments had ever byen [Aacf^d 
the necessity of rerunning and marking the line be- 
come apparent. For diis purpose a oommiseion was 
rmnled in 1891, under which the llr.n was recovered 
torn the original monuments, as iai as possible, and 
between these monuments was rerun and fully and 
durably marked. The report of this commission, in- 
dudtng maps, profiles, and illiislratlont of Ihe mcmu- 
me.nts, was pxibllshed In 1898. CSee fl«. 1; U.S. Cbng. 
1898a) 

ALASKA PURCHASE 
Alaska was purchased bom Russia. In accordance 
wlOi a oonventton signed March 30, 1867 (Farror, 1922). 

* For ralarancai to tha evania which tad to this purchase &r.<d a bdel 
dtaeuataii el llw beundarr tpmitam, aaa Banctolt (UBS. t. 17. p. i91-S». 



and pcodafaned June 20, IB67, and was mode a Terri- 
tory by act of August 2^. m?.. (37 S',a!. L.. pt. 1, p. 512.) 

The boundaries oi Alaska are described in the ac- 
companying extrocHs from flie convention of 1825 be- 
tween Russio and Grent BritnJri, as quoted in Article I 
of the convention of 1867 (see iigs. 6, 7. 9; Malloy, 1910. 
v. 2, p. 1521): 

"CoiaaiMdng Item Ih* aeuaMdiiBOiit pofail o< the Island caUad 
fUlKS of Wilm lilua, 'wbtcb poW Um In tha parallel of i* daqraM 
40 ailnulM imlh Mkid*. nad bMwMB Ow I3lil Mtd 133d dtqiw 
e( wul longttiida loNddlan ol tSrwntt'ld*) t» —Id Hm rfiill MoMd 
k> tlvs norili alooq Ihe diMmsl otIM PMbsd dnaiwl. M ier M the 
poini «f to* eopllDMl wImi* tt iMkH Aw SMt 4l4M* d BMlh 
lallttider boiB this laal-nwnlloned potat, 4l» Bn* a| dMuaitlaa ahlll 
follow the summit at lha uiounlaiB* tthMMd panIM lo Hm OOMI M 
far Iho r ;ri' -I iniL:.;.. iir Ihe lAlsl da^rae ol w«sl lengilude 
(ol thu ni- iid.dn;: and finally, trcm the said polal ai taMiaocUoo, 
ihs said meridian line «l Hi* 14ltl daqiM, in Us pfBhags W ce «• far 

as tlie Frozen ocean. 

"IV. With roferanc* tc Ihe Uaa fli dsmHCallsa Itld dOWB IB be 
procaadinq arUd*, U t« undMtlaad 

"1st. Thai Ihe Island called Prinee «f Walae Und duD Uhos 

wholly to Russia." (now, by this cosslon. to At* tJaiMd Astai). 

' 2d. That whenever tha summit o( tha mountains which extend In 
a direrllon parallal to lha coast (roon the oCir. deiroo c.I r.jrh Is-itudo 
to the point of !n!»f»»«lon c! th» 14)?i doqroo ci wo:! isrijilud,* shall 
prOV*^ '"I \ •i' '5* fhf* d^s'ir.r." rif mrrn lhan 'L'n i:ia:lne lfi'";u«S frOTl Ir.o 
ocean, lha i^mil batw««n the BciiUii ^;<iaiti«e.&ic<n3 And rhfi lir.n ci coast 
which Is to belong to Buasla as above mantimod iihni li lo 5i>-. the 
limit to the pcssassions ceded by this convention) shall l>a focmsd by 
S lino parallel lo tha windinq oi the coast, and whlidl dull BSVSf 
MKMd llM dIMaaee oi ten BMiioe leagUM IberalMm." 

The fdlowing paragraph Is in the convention of 
1867 only (Malloy. 1913. v, 2, p. 1522): 

The western lliDll within which the lerrilorlas and doalnloa con- 
veyed, are contatnod. passes through a petal In Behrlng's straits on 
tha pataUal of atily-Bva dagraa thlftr ntmilae north latllude. al 
Ha Maiaaellen by Ih* laaridlaa which paaaaa midway between lha 
talaadi <* Krueaalwn, at Ignalook, and lha bland oi Ratmaaoit, or 
Noonadieek, and pfoeaadS dw neiih, wUhool DntMlen. Into iM lana 
fMaen waatt. Ilia aame wsalatii UeM, ha^l n idin at Im sbm UUal 
pote^ piecaada ihanea hi • flBOMe aairiir Boottiwaal, 1iiRaM(h Miring^ 
alialu and Bahring'a aaa, ae as to pan sildimr balwaan lha narih. 
weat point oi the Island ol 81. Lawtanea and lha aeudiMal poM at 
Cap« Choukolski. lo tha inerldtan of one hundred and seventy-two 
west lontjllude; thence, from tha Intersection of thai meridian, In a 
souihwon'crly ■diro.-tirn ari as to pass iQ:dway between the Island of 
Atti'U i.iJ Clpp^': island ol the Kcin-andrrEM couplet nr groiip 
m Iho .V;:rih Fai'irt^ rir^.ir r-j iho rnoridirtn ri cno hundrtJ find nSn*ly- 
ihrLo duqmos wesi iongltudo [167* east longitude] so as to Include 
:n ihi' ie;M ry eoBtrayad lha %»haia af t» JUaiilliB lalanda aaH «< 
that maitdioo. 

The eansldetalloQ paid for Alaska was 87,200,000 
to gold. 
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There is no posstbiuiy ol mlslnierpreting the language 
of the convention as to tho part of the boundary run- 
ning along the 141st meridian, but when the wealth of 
the area was recognized the claims of the United States 
on the location of the part of the boundary from Mount 
Si. Elias southeastward to the mouth of Portland Canal 
were questioned by Canadian authorities. 

The coast of this part of Alaska is extremely broken, 
containing many fiords extending far inland, and no 
continuous range of mountains parallels the coast. It 
was for many years tacitly admitted by both sides that 
the second alternative of the treaty, that the boundary 
should be a line 10 marine leagues distant torn the 
coast and following its windings, should be the one 
finally adopted when the question of marking the 
boundary arose. This position has been consistently 
held by the United States from the time of the acquisi- 
tion of the territory to the present day. Many mops pre- 
pared before the dispute arose, United States and 
Canadian, agreed on it. Many acts of sovereignty 
were performed by the United States within this terri- 
tory, and no question of their validity was raised by 
the Canadian authorities. The discovery of gold in the 
basin of the Yukon in Canada, however, and the fact 
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that the only feasible means of access to this region 
lay through U.S. territory made it extremely desirable 
for Canada to possess a port or ports on this coast as 
the starting points of routes to the Yukon mines, and 
it was only when this necessity appeared that a defi- 
nite interpretation of the treaty was required. 

The claim made by the British Government on be- 
half of Canada before a joint commission on the 
boundary in August 1898 was that this part of the 
boundary, instead of passing up Portland Canal, should 
pass up Pearse Canal, connecting with Portland Canal, 
up which it should follow to the summit of the moun- 
tains nearest to the coast, and then should follow 
them, regardless of the fact that they do not form a 
continuous range, crossing all the inlets of the sea up 
to Mount St. Dias. This claim was refused by the U.S. 
commissioners. A proposition by the British commia* 
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Bioaers to refer the matter lo arbitiatton was also re- 
fuMd by the IhMtd Stotss oenninlmionfln. on the 

ground ;ha^ th&re vras nolhirK} (o crbitrote, innsmtich 
as the "errilcry in question was in the possession cf 
the United States and had been for many years with- 
out dilute, such posaenion being In faill acooid with 
the terniB of Ai« tr«oty, The oommiBsion waB then dis- 
solved, "he only outcome he:ng an aqreemisnt ihni 
the summits of White and Chilkoot Passes and a point 
upon the dillkat River above Pyramid Harbor were 
temp-ofarily adopted OS points upon the boundniy. 

The convention oi Jonuoiy 24, 1903, created an 
AloBkon Boundary Tribunal, to eomlst of "stx ImparUol 
(urists of repute." three to be selected by each of the 
two parlies lo tho controversy, to attempt a settlement 
of this boundary question The United Stales was repre- 
•entsd by Mesm. Qihu Root. Hmry Cdbot Lodga. and 



G«ora» T^imar. ThaCbnadian side was represented by 
Bcmm JUvantoM, lord chief Justice of EnQlond, and 
Sir Louis A. Mte and A. B. Aytesworth, ol Cbnodo. 

After orgviment and discussion the majority of the tri- 
bunal, consisting oi Bcuon Alverstone and the three 
Afflertoons. en October 20. 1903. agreed on a boundary 
which satisfied the American clcilms. The boundary 
thus adopted may be deiined as ioiiows: It crosses in 
a straight Une from Cope Muzon to the soutii end of 
Tongcrss Possrige, then through the pnssfrfre, up Pears© 
Canal, and up Forlland Canal lo tho 56lh parallel oi 
latitude. Thence the line runs from one mountain sum- 
mil to another, poaaing above the heads of all fiords. 
At 4ie head of Lynn Conod it liaverseB White and CMl- 
koct Passes. TVience by a tortuous southwesterly 
course it reaches Mount Fairweather and from there 
follows the Mvher raountohn around Yokulat Bay Id 

Uov.tA St. Elins (fig. 8). 

A survey of the coast boundary, about 900 miles in 
lengfli, was completed in 1914. Mote sunwys alonv 
this line wpre made later to provide mor«» monuTnents 
between contioliing points. The boimdory from Tongoss 
Passage to Mount Si EUoB is now defined by a series 
oi tangents between turning points, the geodetic poel- 




FIGURE 8.— Map showing boundary between the United Slates and Canada in southeastern Alaska. 
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tions of which hove been established. A report on this 
boundary is given In (he oonnuol report of the Interna- 
tional Boundor/ Gonunission. United States and Can- 
ada, published in 1952. The line is marked by con- 
oel* monuxn0al8 along (he shoreB oi Pbdland Canal, 
by S-foot duinlnQni4xonz» monumente in fiie voneys 
of streams crossed, by coni::al :r.om]rnen!s on oasily 
occmsibie siuninils and by brass bolts on peolcs less 
«asi)y oac«nd«d Tnaoceaaifale psaks on flie line irere 
looatod by Iriarnj-ulHlion, 

In accordance with the convention of April 21, 1906, 
oommlssionen were appointed under whose direction 

the 141st meridian has hee.-i f^sinbtished and in'er- 
visible marks placed along the line from the Arctic 
Ocean to Mount St EUcb, q dlilanee of cdbout 647 milea. 
the fleldvrark having been completed in 1913. (See 'ig. 
7). A visla 20 feet wide was cut through the v/ooded 
areas. The final report of the commissioners, dated 
December 15, 1918, was published in 1919 and is 
oocompanled by an atlas containing 38 maps. The re- 
port is entitled "Joint report upon the survey and de- 
marcation of the international boundary between the 
United Slates and Cbnada odong flie one hundred and 
forty-first meridian from the Arctic Oc enn lr> Mount St. 
Elias." This report contains copies of treaties and his- 
torioal data relating to the loooHon of the boundary. 
(Fostnr, 1899, 1904: Higqs, 1909.) A report of the Bound- 
ary Conuiiission (Special RepL 4), published in 1966, 
gives the 1927 NAD. adjusted vi^ss of marlcars on 
this line, with ties to primary trianfriilntton and infor- 
mation on the maintenance of the boundary ime. 

The 141st meridan boundary was retraced and re- 
marked in 1973 and 1974 by tho Tn'emaMcn.-r! Bcundciry 
Gonunission. A '.otal of 233 staticria wcie recovered and 
29 loet etoUona were reestablished. The new marks 
weie branse disks set In bedrocks or knge boulders. 
Recovery o( the original stottons was relatively easy. 
The work was necessary bocausa of the deterioration 
of some marks and the increased activity of mineral 
and od exploration. Some dfslance diecks odonqr the 
line were mud© with electronic distance-measuring 
equipment. A report on the work by two of the U.S. 
engtneere vrfio worked on the ptcdect, P. X. Popper 
snd C R. Moore, wns prf^sontcd ct tyifi !97S onnual 
meeting of the American Congress on Surveying and 
Mopping (Popper and Mooie. 1979. 

T!"ie only pcrr" of the bc''.;nda.-y no\ dGflned at present 
is that through Dixon Entrance between Cape Muzon 
and tbe entrance to Tongoas ^amaam. Agieement be- 
tween the United States and Canada for Olifl section 
hos not been finalized. 

By Article XXVI of fte treoty between the TMled 

Slates and Grc-ct Biilain of May 3. 1871, tho navirjalSon 
of the Yukon. Porcupine, and Stikine Rivers, Alaska, 
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was declared free for the purpose of commerce to the 
dtiaens ol bottt nations. 

It is cm inlerestinr; fact that the aroa of Alaska and 
the Aleutian Islands, if superimposed on the conter- 
minous United Stales in true nerfh-eoutfi position so as 
to louch the Canadirrn bo-.:r.dnry a short distance west 
of the Lake of the Woods, would reach the Atlantic 
Ooectn near the line between Georgia and South Caro- 
lina, cross the Mexican boundary in southwestern New 
Mexico, and touch the Pacific Ocean in southern CoU- 
loniia. CSee fl9> 9^ 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 

The Hawaiian Goveriunent in 1851 seriously con- 
sidered the transfer of so v e r eignty of the HawodJan 

Islands to the United Stales, hut the plan was for the 
time being laid aside. Annexation to the United States 
was authorized by the Hawaiian Constitution of 1852, 
"if indispensable to free it from Insults and oppression 
of any foreign powers." Annexation was again under 
COnside:a:icn ir. 18.';4, and a draft of a treaty was pre- 
pared whereby tbe islands would be ceded to the 
United States, but the sudden IllneBs and deolh on 
Doccn-.bnr 15, 185'1, of King Ka.i-.shamcha 111. who hod 
favored the treaty, put an end to the negotiations.** 

The Republic ol Havpoll was formally annexed to flie 
United States by the vcUmfrrty action of its citizens and 
a joint resolution of Congress approved July 7, 1898. 
The transfer of sovereignty took place August 12, 1898. 
The sroa v.'as corslituted a Territory by OCt of April 
30, i9(X}, etiecUve June 14, i900.*'^ 

The Hawaiian Islands and adjacent Islets ore scat- 
tered over a considerable areo wh!ch extends nearly 
2,000 miles in a general northwest-aoutherist direction 
and has a widiii o! about 150 miles. (See dg. ft ) The 
eight Inhabited islands, which lie between IS'OO' and 
22" 15' N., long 155°0O' and m^Off W., have a total 
area of 6,412 square miles and a total coosi line of 
957 miles, as follows: 

Hawaii greatest length, 89 miles; greatest width, 
72 miles, area, 4,021 squore miles; highest point 
Mauna Keo, 13,796 feet above sea IsveL 



Hbt. Boc. Paptn. No. 9) 

••31 8W. L. 141 For a •umiiMrr «( bgkllSM tttt Miillkff I* fUl SWI- 
hf, M* Maw* (tSOS, p. «VSa». 
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Monii: about 48 miles long and 26 miles wide: area 
728 tqucBO mUas; hMtMt potat 10,023 fset 

above sea level. 
Oahu: about 43 miles long and 30 miles wide; 
area, 602 vjuan miles; t^gbest point 4,0tt fMt 

Kauai: noarly circular, about 26 miles In diameter; 
area, 653 square miies; highest point, 5,240 ieeL 

MoHokal: cdbout 38 mttw long emd 9 nitoa wide; 

area, 259 square miles; highest point, 4,970 feet. 

Lanfld: about 18 miles long and 12 miles vvide; 
area 141 squeDi* mllas; hlgbMt point, 3,370 feet. 

Nilhaii: dboul 18 milos long and 3 :o 6 milos w.dor 
area, 72 square miles; highest point, 1,281 feet 

Keduwlowe: idbout 11 mllas lanv and 6 miles wide; 
area, 45 square miles; highest point, 1,477 feet 
More than 100 smaller Islands are included in the 
group. Among the larger of these ore: 

Nlhoa or Bird Island: lot 23'>06' N., long 161*58* W.; 
about Ihree-quarlers of a mile long and a quarter 
of a mile wide; area, 166 acres; highest point. 
910 feoL 

Gardner Island: lot 25«0r N., long 167"'59' W.; an 
inaccessible rock 190 feet high and obout 600 
leei n OKUDeier, 



Loyson Iskmd: lat 25''42' N., long 17r44' W.. Hi 
miles long and 1 mile wide; area 1.56 square 
miles; highest point, 35 feet 

Usionsky Island: lot 26''00' N., long 173^50' W., 
about 1 mile long and half a mile wide; area, 
376 <Kim; htgheet point 20 feet 

Kure Island: lat 28»25' N., long 17S»25' W.; an otoll 
about 15 miles in ciicumierence; area, 21 i acres; 
Mgheet point 20 feet 

Koula: a barren, rocJry crescent-shaped island 
about 20 miles southwest of Niihau; area, about 
on»«ixlh ol a square mile; highest point, 550 
feet; set aside by the Tenibxial Governor in 
December 1924 as a stfe fer o U^ithginBe.** 

PALMYRA ISLAND** 

Palmyra Island, lot 5''52' N., long 162''05' V/.. is ap- 
proximately 1.000 miles south of Honolulu. It was dis- 
covered in 1802b]rCbploln Sawie of tfw American ship 
Palmyra. It was annexed to Hawaii in 1662. Wion 
HawotJ became a State, P^myra was excluded from 
tiB booxidartee. An fitacuttve order of Oetober 10, 1961. 



•For ntaraUM M «HMr HiUMb b Jo a qlBq le iMi group. m« V S CoMt 
Uld Oted Sur*«T (1923) Moore (1998, p. SSi). US Cor.j ISMb). 

Th9 MUrce o( Inte'ir.rtHon atau And alutudos lb "fl,i8»*rch Raport lb, 
Got>7rs-»i.c S'aUstic* tot H«W«)>" ol U» D*t>t- of Plannlnj and R»«»»Jch, 

Hawaii, 

« Idfonsaucn on unincorpordad l«mto<^ and p oiiM i l om ol Ih* Unltad 
Shim U (unuMilxad in "Unilad BtelM Mid OUl|lns JIniS," OMS, Baft, 
el Dm Otograpbw, U.S. D»pl. ot Slate (IWt). 

Tba Ofiica ol Tarrtlortal AHalta. U S tJopartmaml ol (he tntailor, pub> 
luba* a booUat antillad "Tarrilecial Araas AdBuildaied bj ll>a United 
SMIM." SoBt «l dw tHhmMm m lb» lilmnh udw U,S. adBlaWmliaB 
I* «iMd to dw Mbwtag stsM. 
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FIGURE 9^ — RelatiYe sixe of Alaska and the conterminous United States. 



placed ddxafadBtcatton of Ftadmyra under the Secretary 

of the Interior (table 3). 

Reef rock has been piled up on the rim ol Palmyra 
bkBid to fociB cm criiplcnM landlngr atrip. Th» tdend te 

densely covered with coconut troos and with the bol- 
saiike personia giandis that grow to hetghts oi 100 
faet. Ifighest land elevation is obout 30 i994i oieu IS 
3l6 aquow mils& (Rack, 1916J 
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TABI£ 3l<— Oullying ueaa ol the Untl«d Slalm 



Aroa PopulaUoa 
(iq rai) (197Q 



Pumyra Island 4 

GiNB m 

Amortcan S<irric>a , 83 

Wak» Uiond 3 

Midway Ulanda 2 

JohnsloD AloU O 

Kingman RmI 

Ouial ZoM M7 



138 



27.159 
OlSO 
882 
0 
0 

44,1M 



Poasaaslon: Dapatlment o( the Int«tlar. 
UnincoTpotaMd iMillaijs DiiimIwwiI ol ft* 

Intartor, 

Do. 

Possession: Daputmsnt oi the Atr Fofo*. 
Poasesabu; Nwry D t yi l M I II I . 

Do. 

LMMd ftom Fianwa vawmd by Ih* 
ChmI Zm* 

tef te 



Navuu - - 2 0 

Oulla Sueno Bank O 0 

Roncador Cay 0 0 

Serrana Bank C) 0 

H-^^tsnH, BaV«r and lanrls 3 0 

Inlands 

Caolon «od EndMbunr Ukodl 37 315 



Possession; 'J.S. Coasi Guard 
Anangamenl inade with Colombia kn 192S 

Do. 
Do. 

Possessions. Departmenl ol the Int«ti?r. 



fay Htm Uollad 



and GtmI 



■HM. 



PUERTO RICO 

Puerto Hico was ceded to the United States by Spain 
by the treaty of peace concluded December ID, 1888. 
(Malloy, 1910, v. 2. p. 169U Article 2 oi (hat treaty is 
as follows: 

Spain cedes to the Unllud Eu'es the isl.ind of Punro P.lro nnd 
other islands now undei Spanish sovereignty in the Vrest Indies, ami 
die island ol Guam in the Mariana Islands or l.adrone*. 

Puerto Rico's area is 3.497 square miles, lis ex- 
tratae length te 109 miles, fls width te 39 miles, and its 

qireatest height is 4,393 foot. Tlie largest of the other 
West Indian islands referred to is Vieques; others ore 
Cidebra. Mbna Muertos. and Desediea Tlte total area 
of the smaller Islands is 86 square miles These islands, 
induding Puerto Rico, all lie In the ares between lot 
17»42' and 18»31' N , and long 65'20' and e^SS' W. 
Posses i on was taken by the United Statss October 18, 
1896. 



Congress ratified the constihition of Puerto Rico on 
luly 3, 1952. It was established Ob a ' 



*Foc inlormaciao ao the insuUr 

v« Cane, (im vm mm. 



el Ihe tJailsd States, see 



at that time, and has most oi the powers and neponsl- 
bfUtiss of o Stole ol the Union. Mofor exeeptlonB are 

that Puerto Rice's residents ore net subject to Federal 
taxation and do not hove voting representation in the 
VS. Conoieaa nor the iloht to vote for IVosldent uihI 
Vice President of the United States. Most of the activi- 
ties of the Federal Government found in the States are 
also found in Puerto Rico. The Federal Government 
has In Puerto Rico the same authori^y thcrt it has in a 
State ol Ihe Union. Puerto FUcians are liable for rrsili- 
tary service under ihe Selective Service Act. Immigra- 
tion laws pertaining to the United States also apply to 
Puerto Rico. However, flie Commonwealth regulates its 
own cusloais and coUects Us own Import fluttes. 

6UAM 

Guam te an orgontesd. unlnacfpoiatsd tsnlloty of 
ihe Untied States. It to located at the southernmost end 
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of a chain of volcanic Islands in the western Pacific 
Ocean known as the Mariana Islands. Its relations with 
the Fedarol Govsmmmit are undor fb» juriadldioo ol 
4iB Dspui linsnt of ttis Intorior, 

The island of Guam lies about 6,0CO miles scuthwost 
of Son Francisco and 1.500 miles east of Manila. It 
Is Aio loT9sst CRtd most populous of Sis Movlcnicn, 30 
miles long and vcn-ying in vriddi from 4 1o BVi milt?s. 
Guam, whose inhabitants ore dUzens of the United 
States, has o population of opproachnately 100.000, of 
whom 22 perostxt cn military psfsoiuisl and ttielr 
dependents. 

The Government of Guam was sstaUiahod by an 
organic act of the U.S. Congress, which beoame law 
on August 1, 1950. It Is administered by a Governor 
and a Lieutenant Governor who ore elected by the 
psopls. Since 1972, th« rssidsnis o( Guom have elected 
a KonAToUn? Deleqote to flie U,S. House of Rspiesenlot- 
tives. Govorr.mcnt headquarters are in Aqanq, the 
ccqpilol city of the Territory of Guam. 

AMERICAN SAMOA ^ 

American Somoc is located about 2,200 miles south- 
wert of Hawaii and about 1.600 miles northeast of 
New Zealand It Is composed of seven tropical islands, 
the land area of which is 83 square miles. The Govern- 
ment of Amerioan Samoa is odminislered by the U.S. 
Department of flie Interior. Of the land, 96 percent ts 

owned communally and is regulated as to occupancy 
and use by Sarooan custom. The population is about 
29.000 (1974), and ttie people ore not U.S. dthsns but 
are classed as U.S. nationals and have free access 
of entry to the United States. Samoans ore among the 
last Mniaining true MynsslanB, and they cling stead- 
fastly to their Samoan culture and traditions. Trade 
winds and frequent rains make American Samoa's 
climate pleasant. American Samoa normally receives 
dsout 200 Indiss of nrin annuodly, most of it falling 
from December to Mofdh. The lempefalure range is 

botv/con 70" and 90" F. and the humidity is usuaUy 
80 percent Ei^gltsh Is the official language, although 
the Somoan longuoge fs used more often end more 
extensively. 

For several years die United Slates, Great Britain, 
and Genoany emdssd o lolnt p rolsclofale over the 



■UMk gmi«, mm Maom (IM, p. S1S.SM) wd MdUn (1910, v. 2, p. UK). 



Samoa Islands (Thorr e, 1909. v. 6, p. 3675). For various 
reasons it was deemed best to bring this situation to 
on end. England wifcdrew, and the Islands were 
divided between Gemnsny cmd Iho United States, Ih© 
latter taking all the islands cl liie group lying cast of 
longitude 17I* west of Greenwich. This adjustment woa 
reached by a convention between the United States, 
Germany, and Great Britain, concluded December 2, 
1899, and proclaimed February 16, 1900. 

Westsm Samoa was token from Germany durinqr 
the first World War by New Zeodand. who qovwiwd 
it under a mundcte ircm tho League of Nalions. After 
World War II. Western Samoa became a trust territory 
of the Unltsd Notkms. admlnislsted by New Zeedond. 
Since 1962 it has been a self-govorning nation. 

The natives of Samoa had no part in this conven- 
tion, but certain chiefs of islands in 1900 and 1904 made 
cessions to the United States which wore accepted by 
the President but not ratified by the Senate. A bill to 
remedy this aj r^iK^nt oversight was introduced in the 
Senate April 5, 1926, but did not become a low until 
February 20, 1929.» 

Tuliiila Islomd, the laigest o: the Samc'on group be- 
longing to the United States, has a length of 20 miles 
and o breodfli of about 6 miles. Its extreme height Is 
2,141 feet (fig. 10). 

Aunuu Island, about a mile from the east end of 
Tululkr, has o lengfli of 1 mile, a helohl of 27S feei 
and an area of half a square mile. 

About 60 miles to the east are the three Manua 
Islands, the largest of which is Tou, 6Vi miles in length, 
3,056 feet in eirtreme height. Olosega Island Is 2Vi miles 
in length and 2,095 feet is height. Ofu Island is about 3 
miles long, and its Mqdieal point to 1.587 feet. Us mma 
is 3 square miles. 

Rose blond Is the name given on atoll obout 3 miles 
in diameter, partly under water at lilrjh tide, 80 miles 
southeast of any of the other islands of the Samoan 
group. It -was deslgnoted as a Wild Life Rehige by the 

Notional Wild Lifo Association in 1974. Public use of 
the atoll is restricted to scientists and educators on a 
permit basts. At least 16 spodat of birds live on lh» 
atoll and It is an Important nesting ore.-: for the green 
sea turtle which is a rare reptile. Sand Islel, the smaller 
of the two Islets of the atcll, is about an acre in extent 
and its highest part Is 5 feet above high tide. Rose Islet 
has an area of about 8 acres, and its highest part Is 
1 1 feet above high water. It is covered In port with a 
dense grove of Pisonla trees but is without fresh water 
and ts unbihobllsd. This lalet has die dtsHneHon of 
being the Eouthernmost land under the control of the 
United States. Its geographic position is lot U'SZ' S.. 
bmo 168*1 1' W. (See fl«. 10.) 

••us 70k Cong . 2d IMI . Pub. Hn ^ Sm Conj R*oo(Ai 10, 
Itat. p. lot bteMied dMcriptkao at Itila teetukn. 



Digitized by Google 



ADDITION* TO THK TtRRITORV Or 
TMX UNITED STATU 



37 




FIGURE 10. — Northernmost and southernmost points In U.S. Territory. 

Above. Point Borrow, the northernmost point in Alaska (photograph courtesy of John L Mohr). 
Below, Maaefau Boy on Tututla Island, American Samoa m the Pacific Ocean at lot 14° 16' S. (photograph 
couriesy of Rodney Williams); Rose Island, on atoll in the Samoan group extends to lat 14°32' S. 
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American Samoa Um brtween lot U* and IS* S. 
and long 168' and 171* W. 
The faint rwolnllon of McBcih 4, 1925. ploDwl Swolni 

Island (p. 41) under die odminlstiatlGn conhol of Ameri- 
can Samoa. 

WAKE. MIDWAY. AND JOHNSTON ISLANDS 

Wake Uand is on otoU obout 2.000 mttee weet of 
Honolulu. lis postHon is ktt 19*17 N.. long 166*35' E. 

Allliourj}! i! is ■.iHually referred tc as a cinql© island, 
there are three islands, separated by narrow and 
shallow channels. The largest is IDUce bland, vHraee 
area is about 2 sqiioro miles; its hiqhes! t?cir.t is 2! 
feet abc'VG sea levei. The smallei ssiuiids aie V/ilkea 
and Peale. Formal possession was taken on behalf 
of the United States by the Cooimonder of the U£.S. 
Benningtan on January 17, 1899. (Moore, 1906, p. SSS.) 
It was coTzituied by tlie Jajxiriese in ihe early fart of 
World War II. U.S. personnel at the time consisted ol a 
dstodnaent of Marines and a construction crew. 

Wake Island has no Indlqer.oiis r<5Ful"tlon. It is ad- 
ministered by liie Dep-crtnien! ol the An Force. 

The Midway Islands, two small coral islands in lot 
26° 13' long 177*22' W.. about 1^ miles o litUe 
nottfi of west torn Honolulu, were discovered by 
Captain Brooks, an American shipmaster on nn Ha- 
waiian vessri, in 1859. Ibssession was taken on behalf 
of the lAilted States on Septaniber 30. 1867. by Cbpt. 
William Reynolds of the U.S.S. Lackawanna, who 
s^ated thai the Icrcjor island was "the first island ever 
added to the domain of the L'nit&d States beyond our 
own [AmericanJ shores."" The lorg^- island is 1V« 
miles long and rises 43 feet above sea level. This Iskmd 
has en alrlieid, a cable .station, and a lighthouse. The 
total area oi the two islonds is about 2 square mUee. 
The KOdwoy blonds have been oonsldered part of 
the Howcriion Island but they an not tnduded In the 
State of Hawaii. 

The Midway blonds are chiefly identified wUh the 
BatUe oi Midway, one of the decisive xumd engage- 
nwntB of Worid War tl. 

Johnston Atoll, lot 16*45* N., long 169*30* W,. is a 
grasecovered lagoon island half a mile in length; lis 
arso te 185 acres. Nearby Sand bkmd, 134 acres, to 
uninhabited. These two and severed oAer Islands 
compose lohnston Atoll. 

•• u s 40lh Cong . 3d —u . 5 R»pl. IM. p 12 Thi< nporl cooiuM 



Midway and Johnston ore under the adminislratton 
of the Navy Deportnent, as Is Klngnum Reef, near 
Pakayia Island. 

CANAL ZONE 

In order to iruiure (ti& ccnstiucUon oi a ship canal 
oooss the Isthmus of Panama, the Repi^blic of Panama 
gnmted rights to the United Slotes "in peipeluity" for 
Us use, occupation, and osnlrol, a strip of land lOmlles 
in width. This conveyance was made by a convention 
concluded November 18. 1903 (Malloy. 1910. v. 2, p. 
13499. The areo (see fig. 1I> ta described in Ailbte H 
as 

a zono oi land and land undor waior iat rho L-onfitiucttor. tn<&1n1«n- 
ance, opewlon, sanitalion. and prote llciv cf ssld car.al of iHn width 
oi t«n mile* •xlendlnq to the distanc* ol lira niiiM on •acJi aid* ol 
ih« contar Una ol tha nntta ol tha canal to b» coiulnicted: the aald 
ion* beglanlng In Um CtrlbbMn Sm Hitm muliw nilM tnm naM 
lew waiar mark and •Mandlag to and umm ihm *^ «l Fasma 
mio Hie P4wiflc Ocstn t» 4 da tmes «( tiiw* nwitea vttas Iim 

and CoU» and tiw harbon adiacaot to aald Utim. wktah an In. 
ct iK t a d MtiMs dto bw m dariaa of Htv tuiw above dasortbad. ahiil bo( 
b* Ineiiadad wiOto Ibis grant. Tha RapnbMe at raiiaiiii fiater 
VioM to the Unllad ftatoa in pMpaiuliy the iw^ aaNpaHaa. and «on- 
iRd ol any odMr lands and watota ouMda ct dw aona abova daa- 
CTtbad which mar ba necstaaiy and convonlaBl for tha conaliuc- 

•lon. rmi::l«r,nr.;->"i. ^Jf.^l^,^t-^l: n , B.inilflt,r'n ^nd rr^'**^i^ri r.t tho sal-^ 
c^r^ CI ci &sky aoxuiaiy c^-naU othoT works nacaaaajy and coil. 
vanlant lor tha conabuctlon, ioalnt«Qiaea» BpaiaMoBi —Hallow, and 
pra<Bc1ion ol the uid ontarprlM. 

Tha Rapubllc ol Panama iuithar qrant* In Ilka mannor lo Hw 
IJnltad States In peipaluiljr all ialandt orHhla lb* lialia «< Ih* bom 
abova daicribad and in rndMaa tfwNto the ffonp ol BDall Islmula 
In the Bay ol Paoaiaaa, nanad Parico^ Kaoa, Oilafara. and Flamaneo. 

Article III of tfie convenHon provides: "The Republic 
of Panama grants to the United States all tho nqhts, 
power, and authority within the zone * * * whidi the 
United Stolss would pos ses s and eneieise if it were 
sovereign of the Territory within which soid ' n . Jl. c::ri 
waters are located to the entire exclusion oi the exer- 
cise by Ihe Republic ol Panoma of any such sovereign 
ricthJs, powen?, or authority." Th.e United States recog- 
nizes that titular sovereignty over the Canal Zone re- 
mains in the Gcvemment ol POiKana. 

By Article XIV of the convention the United States 
agreed to pay to the Republic of Panama $10 million 
and lo make annual payments of $250,000 beglruiing 9 
yeoiB after the convention was ratified. By the treaty of 
1955, onnucd poymenta were Increased to 1.990.000 
E-alboas. The devaluation cf tlie doKar in 1972 re- 
sulted in an increase in the doUai value ol the pay- 
aento to f2.095.40I. Tlie 1973 devadtxrtioci faraugfat fh» 
annual poymen'f; to $2,326,200 OS of Fsixuar/ 1974 
(U.S. Congress, 1973). 

Poeseirton wot kdmi at UM* tnel on Itnie IS, 1904; 
iha boundaries of the lOmlle strip have been surveyed 
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and have been marked at avernge Sntarvodl of half a 
mile by Iron posts bearing brass caps. 

Under the douse In Article 11 thai permitted the 
UnHed Sfotes to ♦oke conlrol of "other lands and waters 
outside ol the zone" the United States from time to 
time has taken possession of areas outside of the 
mile belt, which are officially desl:3na;ij<l "ciuxillary 
areas." The largest of these is a part ot Gotun Lake, 
with its islands <md its shores, up to an <dlilud» of 100 
Iset above mean sea level. 

A second convention was concluded September 2. 
1914. which recognized the transfer of '.he Gatun Lake 
area to the United States and by Article III receded 
tollwRapublicolPiGOMimoanarMcol aboutSU aiiiiara 
miles adjoining tho city of Panama on ttm iKWttwosL 
{U.S, Gong.. 1923, v. 3. p. 2771-2773.) 

This convention also deAned the Cond Zone bound- 
ary around the city of Colon and the hsrrbcr?? nf Colon 
and of Panama. The treaty of 1955 further changed the 
boundcniee around the city of Colon by returning car- 
tain amodl areas to Panama and provkied for the re- 
turn of Mlllla Point, near the cHy of Panomo, to Pana- 
manian sovereign'y. 

By ExecuUve order of June 5, 19Z4. the Unitod Stales 
took poei— to n of an area known as the Alhofueki 
Basin, which comprisee 22 siiuaie mtlee oi the upimr 
Chogree River basin. 
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The area of the Canal Zone, including Gatun Lake 
to the 100-foot contour outside the original 10-mile zone, 
is 647 square miles— 275 square miles of vrater and 
372 square miles of land. Source, Oancd Zone Govern- 
ment :974). 

In order 'to remove all misunderstandings" regarding 
the acquisition of the Canal Zone by the United States 

from the Republic of Panama, which had until Novem- 
ber 3, 1903, beeri under the juhadiction oi the Republic 
of Colombia, the United States by treaty signed April 
6 19:4, ratified in 1921, and proclaimed March 30, 1922. 
agreed to pay Colombia $25 million (42 Stat. L. 2123). 

VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES 

By a convention concluded August 4, 1916 (39 StoL 
L. 1706), Denmark ceded to the United States 

ftll lerfi'iry. J:i:u:iijri and al.VDruigr'.ly p_-3sit..aa*?d fis56rlA<i, Ot 

cUimvd by D«nmMt. in the Wast Indies, tndudlnq the IsUitda oi 
Saint Thome*. Saint John, ud SalBl Onte, 
lacmi Mend* end rocks. 



FIGURC 1 U— Conal Zone. 
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The p\irchase price was S25 million, or ntaAf $300 
cm acre CJJS. Cong.. 1917)l By act of Congress, approved 
KfeiTch 3, 1917, fhis cession was to become effective 
after ihe Prosidont had announced that the amount 
agreed upon had been paid to Denmark. The prociama- 
licm yrm datad Moieh 91. 1917. (99 Slot L. 1 182; 40 Stat. 
L, pt. 2, p. 1649.) 

In Mvwol acts of Congress the lormar Danish West 
Indies ore n/fund to as (he Virgin Islands, but when 
possession vras taken cf Ihem March 31, 1917, the name 
given by proclamation was "Virgin Islands of the 
United States of Amerioa/' to disUngulsh th«n bam Ihe 
Virgin Islands tielonginef to Great Britain. Since lune 
1917 the U.S. Navy Department has used the abbre- 
viated form "Virgin Islands of the United States," and 
(hot name has been adopted by the Post Office and 
ofhar deixiiluMUtB. 

St. Crotx, the largest island includni In this nmrtnm. 
Is 23 miles long and 6 mllss in «zlnn»» vridfh; the hlgb- 
est point l.lfS faet ednve ami level; fhe areo is 01.93 
square miles. 

Si. Tbooias, 12 miles long, 1 to 3 miles wide,- highest 
polDt Gtown Moantaln, 1.SS0 Iset; area, 27.12 square 
miles. 

St. John, 9 miles long. 5 miles wide; hl^iest point, 
1,277 feel; areo. 19,2 squore mike. 

Besides those three, there ore nearly a hundred 
small Islands, none os gieat os o squaw mile in extent, 
but having a combined areo of about 5 square miles, 
which mcdcee Ihe toted area of fhe cession 133 sqtMse 
miles. 



GUANO ISLANDS 

An act ^ OnngnMB approved August 18, 1856, con- 
tains the following provisions: 

SECTION SS70. WhuMW uqr dltM el dm UoiMd SIMM diHOmia 
• dcpoiii of wane «n mr Mmd, nek, «r h&r, aot wUUb 1h» 
UmM iuriidtellMi ol mar «*« qam nrnM, mi aot MeuvM hr 
Ae cMmm «i Mr oi)h»r qowmmot, and mm |»mcssM> pawn 
DON taiMl, Hd «eeiiplw Itw smm. mdi Und. lo^ or kar 
•I *• dtaMUoB U Um AmUhi. b» ceoMmd tivtMUat 
to *» UtaHw) 8MM. 

saCnOH sen. HMIitas b, tUa mie caaWtawd diall ba eea- 
abuad aa iftl ili i g «m IMM Slataa lo ratate petMision ol Km 
Wndtk lecba. ar kafi, aHat <h* qutoo ahall hava b««n rwnovad 



Before 1880 bonds wara filed ka about 70 Islands 
imder this act,'* but erroneous names and geographic 
pcsitioas were given for many of thorn; for some single 
islands several names and positions had been given. 
Same of the most Important areas listed as guano 
islands are as follows: 

NovoBsa Island, lot 18''24' N., long 75°01' W.; of 
volconle origin; cdbout 2 miles knq end I mile wide; 
rises from 100 to 250 feet above the sea. A lighthouse, 
wtiich operates automatically, is at the latitude arid 
lotkgltude ghran. 

0-uifn Sueno Bank, lal N.. long Sl'OT W., 

extends ior about 20 miles north and south and has 
patches of dry land at intervals. It was declared by 
presidential proclamation of February 25, 1919, to be 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, 
and "the north or other suitable portion" was reserved 
ior a iK^iihouse. The lighthouse, which works auto- 
motioaOy, Is at flie latitude and longitude given. 

Roncador Cay, lot 13°34.4' N., long 80=05.2' W., rises 
about 12 feet above the water. It is about a quarter 
of a mile long and Is at fhe north end of a series of 
small coys. By i;rssidantial proclamation of June 5, 
1919, it was declared to be under the exclusive juris- 
dicdon of the United States and was reserved as c 
site for a lighthouse The lighthouse ^pOSlUon odbove) 
works automatically. 

Serrano Bank, kit 14° 17' N.. long 80''24' W., com- 
prises three low islands, the largest of which, the 
southwest cay, is about half a mile long and has an 
extreme height of about 30 feel This coy was declared 
by presidential piodamatloa of February 25, 1919, to 
be under flie exdusb« juriedletlon of the Unltsd Stales 
and was reserved for a llghlheiise, wfaldi Is In the posi- 
tion above given. 

The Oolomblan Government, prior to 1928, disputed 
the claims of the United States to Sorrana and Ouita 
Sueno Banks and Ihe Roncador Cay, but an agreement 
dated April 10, 1928, between flie Seeretoy of Stale 
and the Colombian minister in Washington, malntolnod 
the status quo, 'he United States usl.ng t}:e islands for 
maintenance of aids to navigation and Colombia liov- 
Ing fishing rights in the adiCBeot walen. Sovereignty 
of flwse Islonds Is a matter under ttttaeoaslaii with 

Columbia at present (19751, and a flnod decfshUl GWOltS 
action by the U,S. Senate. 



"Usll of lh«« ul*r.di «pf«ir Ir. & elrcular diil«d Feb. !2. 1999, la 
Moor. (1906. v I. p iS6-M0i, la Magooo 11900. p 14-17). and on OmwaI 
LlBd OUle* B*|ia ol Dm Unllad SlatM. Bh«l daKtipliam ol lb* PadOe 
tllind* •(« ginn ia Brtgbui (1900) md U.S. HydrogrtpUe OBe* (U7I, 
1S79. IBBQ, md 1916). SuwHTa ItadbMk •! flw PMiao Ma* Vam. 
inn. besidet «c*]I«di daieilpNeaa «( dl Sm pftadpa) liliaai, iniimtm 
a bibllovraphr. For ralntae* te tovaralgnlr daaerlrmosa of olher 
PadSc Ulanda. laa Stataaaan'i Year Book {1729), Indaxwl luidar heading 
"i^aaac MtBda"). TIm iriaoda ka iha WaM Indtaa an daacrIM to npont 
a( UA BrdtofliapbH OMat flMi, HSI, aad HW, 



Digiiized by Goo^^lc 



A treoty with Honduras, ratified September 1, 1972 
(23UST2630; T1AS7453), recognized Honduran sover- 
eignty over the Swan Islands. The United States had 
claimed sovereignty over these islands since 1863. 
The opproxiinole position ot tbeae tslcoids is krt 17''25' 
N., long 83*55' W. 

Swains Island also called Gonto Hormosa and 
Quiros, lot ir03' Umg 17rOS' W., U about 4 miles 
tn drcumlaranm eaid 10 t» 15 (set hMi: Us area, In- 
cluding a contral !aqoor. of or.e-;hlrci square rr.iie. is 
11/3 square miles. It was discovered by Quires in 1506 
and named by bin La Psngilno, but the position then 
given tor it was so much in error am to lead an Ameri- 
can whodbig coplcdn iiam«d Swniln to onume the 
right of discovery upon landing thoi&. !t was examiner; 
in 1840 by the United States exploring expedition under 
WUkefi and renamed Swains Island. In 1856 and for 
many years thereafter it was occupied by on An^^ericrrr 
family named leanings, engaged in raising coconuti^ 
An official communiooHon regarding this island from 
fh» British Govenunent. dated January 30, 1918, staled 
fltat it was understood "ttial the island in (Question is 
United States territory." 

A ioint raeolulion of Congress, approved Maicfa 4, 
1925 (49 Stat L 13S7). asserted sovereignty cit the 
United Slates over !his island and made it a part ol 
American Samoa. (See p. 38.) 

Hw ownsrahlp of sooe of fte ^raono Idanda la 
cfTtain. ScvGra! cf them hove been rlalm&d by Great 
Britain, witiiout formal protest by iho Uni'.ed States, 
except that in tiie casa of Christmas Island (lot 1'57' 
long lS7''2d' W.) the Secretary of State, in a letter 
dated April 30, 1688, sold tiiot the United Slolae ra- 
served cdl quseHons 8iat mivht gnmr ami of the ocou> 
patioxi. 

The United States took poaaeasioR of Howkmd. Bcdcer. 

and larvis IslCTds in the central part of the Pacific 
Ocean under tlie provisions of the Guano Act. How- 
land and Baker are about 2 000 n-.iles southwest of 
Honolulu aat 0°30' N.. long 176°30' W.) and laiTia is 
fAxyat I,SOO miles south of Honolulu dot 0*24' S., long 
IGD'OO' W.l. The islands are uninhabited. In 1936 by 
Executive Order they were placed under the oontiol 
of the Seers t a iy of the tnterior. At Ms request flie 
Const Guard has been asked to visit the islands per- 
iodically and submit reports and photographs. 

Canton and Enderbury Islands are claimed by both 
the United States and Great Britain. They ore abo i< 
1,660 nautical miles southwest of Honolulu at lot 2M6' 
S. and long 17r43' W. Qinton Island is used as a 
landing station by txan»l^acific alrilnes. Enderbury Is 
tininhc^ted. The population of Cbnton Island includes 
both British and United States d?izens An exchange 
of notes in 1939 provided for the ioint administration 
of the iaianda fay faofh gavennnents lo continue until 
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1989, at which time it can be extended if both parties 
agree. Administration by the United Stolee is tinder 

the Depcrtment of ih?? Tntenor. wi;ich is represented by 
the senior Federal Aviation Agency employee at the 
air station. 

There an some 25 islands in the Pacific over which 
ttie United Slates* claim to sovereignty is dlspulsd by 

G.'oat Britain or New Zoaland. All except the four in 
the Ellice group (Funafuti, Nukuietau, Nukulcdlal. and 
NuraldioA. Hull In the Pboeidx group, and Pokaohi tn 

the '..'nisn group, oppeor on (he !isfs of mirmo islanr?s- 
(For further discussion on guano islands, see Hack- 
wortfa, 1940, p. sm 

INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES 
BEYOND ITS BORDERS 

ANTARCTICA 
Inlereet of the United States In the Antarctic was 
aUmulated in the early 19fli century by Yankee sealers, 
who, about 1620, sighted and went ashore on a land 
they believed to be a continent. The existence of this 
continent was first proved during the years 1^9-40 by 
an official Navy expedtticm under Lt. Charles Wilkes, 
USN (fig. 12). 

In the last decade ot the 19lb centuiy« purely mari- 
Une exploratlen was supplemented by eapedlttans fliot 

landed on the continent and Kouglil tr: pusli inland. 
This phase of Antarctic activity reached its climax when 
Captain Amundsen of Norway reached the South 
Pole December 14, 1911, followed by Ooplaln ScOtt 
of England a iew weeks later. 

Ekplorotlen by the United States In the soutii polar 
regions was revived by the Byrd expeditions in 1925- 
30 and 1933-35. From his base at Liitle America on the 
Ross Ice Shelf, Admiral Byrd made the first fUriit one 
the South Bole November 29. 1929, and loige areas 
previously unknown were explored by aerial and 
ground reconnaissance (Byrd, 1930). 

In 1935, another Americon, Lincoln Ellsworth, first 
crossed ihs continent by air. 

Although the first two Byrd expeditions were pri- 
marily privately financed, some govemmenlai assist- 
ance was received in the loan ot equipment and 
personnel. In 1939 the Government created the U.S. 
Antarctic Service, supported by a congressional ap- 
pnpirioHon of $340.0(10, approved June SO. 1939 (S3 
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FIGURE 12.— Antarctica cmd ila rskifian to JMea, Soulh Ammioa, ood Austaalla. 
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StoL L. 980). Exploration the foUowlo? season was from 
bosee at Little Amaika oud on Am wwt oool of Iho 
Palmer Peninsula. 

After World Wor II, eiqplorotion was under the spon- 
sorship of the Navy. EspodltlOM were sent out in 1946, 
1947, and 1948. Lorgv anas war* pholoaiciphed itam 
As air, by boAi land4xn«d and corrtertxised olicraft. 

The privately led Ronr.o Ar.larctic Reseaich Elxpedi- 
Hon, partially Government supported, reocxupied the 
P^dmer ftninauhx bene in 1947-46. Ite 'work Ixidudad 
mapping cmd exploring iho west coast of the WoddtU 
Sea to and oiona the Laasiter Ice Shelf. 

U,S. Government operattoiu in Antenelios vnm ne- 
ommenced in late 1954, and in lale 195fi y«Tr-rounc! 
bases were establialied m preparation for the Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year (19S7-SB), a coopi a t l iwe adeo- 
tiiic effort of 1 1 nations. 

Afisr the International Geophysical year, the United 
Sioie.q continued a multidisciplinary research program 
aimed at desciibing the conttnent and its Burrounding 
NOB. Today (he program includes researeh In biology, 
b5omedicine, geology, geophysics, appor-a'.mosphGro 
physics, glacioloqy, maieorology, and oceanography. 
Four pennanent ttalioRB, including one at dw gso- 
<7raphle South Pole are orcupied year round, and 
operation of two research ships is supported. The Na- 
tioacd Science Foundation hinds and manaqes the 
program, including air c ra ft operations and logislles 
support provided by the U.S. Navy. 

Although various natioas have announced territorial 
daims to porta oi the Antaiclic continent, Ifae United 
States has not done so. AH noHons with interesls In 
the Antarctic territory signed ci treaty December 1, 1959, 
declaring the area south of 60° south latitude an 
international preserve k>r adentiiic research. Thus scien- 
tific groups can move freely on tiw souHiein oonlinBnt, 
disregarding boundaries. 

National ebfecttves, as slated by ttw ftesldenl in 
1970, fJT© to mninfrrin the Antarctic Treaty' and ensure 
that the contiiiont vnll ccntinue to ba used only for 
peaceful purposes, to foster cooperative scientific re- 
search for the solution of worldwide and regional prob- 
tems, and to pRilecl Ham Animcilc environment and en- 
sure the equilabile and wise use ol living and nonliving 
resources. 

MILITARY AND NAVAL BASE LEASeS 

The United States has leased land from foreign gov- 
enunents at strategic locations and established naval 
or air bases at those points. 

The Navy has maintained a base at Guantanomo on 
the island of Cuba since shortly after the Spanish- 
American War. In February 191^. Cuba signed agree- 
ments to lease or sell coaling or naval stoHons to His 
Uniisd Stales in accord with a douse in lbs ooostltu- 
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tion cf the Republic of Cuba (Malloy, 191 D, v, 1, p. 358). 
The lease at Guantanomo Bay, on the south coast near 
Santiago, includes about 30 square miles of land and 
water. The land boundaries oi Ifae orsa oie fluis deS' 
cribed in the agreement: 

From a peini on tba south coait 4.37 nautical nill«> lo 1h* Mstword d 
Windwaid Point UqhthouM, & lin* ruimioq north (lnia> a dLstinra 
-I ■! 25 nautical alias; 

rnm Ih* northm MriNnlty e( thl» Uba, * Um nnnlBg wMt (inia) a 
dMue* ot M7 nuitoil teOmt 

Fran Ih* wamm aMMnnir «i Dds Jul lla«, « Hue iwiitas saub, 
wmn Siua) 3.31 imiUeBl mllaa: 

Pna St* s w al iw ww •grinnHjr of Ifala last Una, • Boa mndwi 
laiid) ftnuO to H>» aaacoai^. 

The o-jtlines of 'his area ore shown On US. Hyd|i»- 
graphic Office Chart 1857. 

An agreement be twee n the United States and the 

United Kingdom effected by an exchange of notes 
daied Docomiser 30, 1%5, made available to the United 
States the island of Dieio Garcia and certain other 
islands in the Indian Ocean for defense purposes (TIAS 
6196). A supplemental agreerr;enl (TIAS 7481) was 
signed October 24, 1972. 

"TIAS" leiers to "Treotiee and Other Iniemotianal 
Acts Series" of the Department of Stole. 

Construction of a nova', communications and s'.:pport 
facility was started in 1971. A limited supply station 
and oilfield complex oiv neoring oompleHon (1975). 
Afjpropriatlons provide for extcnsicn of tho runway to 
12,000 ieet. additional storc^e area and powerplant 
oapadly, and a pier. Diego Gaicia Is at lot 7*21' 8., 
long 7?.''?.9' E lis area is 6,700 arn?s. 

A convention with Nicaragua for the termination of 
the lease to tibe United States of the Com Islands was 
signed ot Managua on July 14, 1970. (22UST663; TIAS 
7120.) This convention also provided for termination of 
the agreement giving the United States the right to 
construct and maintain a canal between the Caribbean 
Sea and the Pacific Ocean by way of Lake Nicaragua. 
RcitilKxitlons were exchanged, and the oanranHon eop 
tered into force on April 25. 1971. 

Gnat Cbm bland Is in lot 12*10' N., long 83*05' W. 
Little Com Island is about 7 milos to the northoast. 

"UST" refers to "U.S. Treaties." Volumes hove been 
published on o calendar-year basis beginning Idnuoiy 
1, 19Sa 

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

The Trust Teitiloiy oi Ifae POKdilc Islands embraoss 
Ifaiee graups of idonds in tiie wastsm VtaUSc Ooson: 
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th» ChroHim, Marianas, and Manhcdb. The 2,000 

Islcr.ds, of whicli approximclely 100 are Inhabited, 
cover less lhan 700 square miles oi land In some 3 mil- 
Hen squoK miles of ooeon. These Islands lie north d 

the ecfualor stietchinq from I' !o 20° north la'itucio and 
irom HO" to 172''' east loagjtude. They vcuy in sao 
faom large islands, such as Bcbeltho-jp (153 square 
mllw) in Ihe Fokius and Pbnapa (129 square miles) in 
Ifae eaitam Cbroliiws, to small atolls of less them 1 
square mite of area (fi:j. !3). 

□evalioa above sea level is only a lew feet on the 
lew^ytog ooral atolls, but moy teadi 2XXX) to 3.000 Iset 
on islands ot volcanic origin. This area was controlled 
by the Japanese under a mandate from the League of 
Nottons before World War II, and since that time has 
b een odminiatmed by the United States under a trustee- 
ship agreement vrlfh the United Nations. Administration 
of the trust territory is under the Office of Territorial 
Affairs, DepoTtment oi Ihe Interior. A report is submitted 
annually by the Ifolled States to die Tnistee^p Coun- 
cil of '.r.Q United Nations. Under t«nr.s of Ihn agre<>ment, 
Ihe United Stales has authority to establish military 
basse In 4ie territory and to dose aU or any part of it 
for secTJTity rsMsons. 

The inhabitants number about 107,000. Tney are 
classified as Micronesians, a term derived from the 
small size oi the islands. The United States has oo 
oeptsd obngnltons to the United Nottons far the poUHoid, 
economic, social, and educational advancement ol the 
inhabitants oi the trust territory. 

A covenant to establidt o coBimonvracdth of the 
Northern Mrtrionas Islands was approved by a ple- 
biscite on June 17, 1975, by a favorable vote of more 
than 75 percent. The covenant will be Implemented 
o&er the adoption oi a constitution and its ap p iar ^ lev 
Oonqtress and flie slgttlng by the President It ivOI be 
effectlvf? en 'he tprminniicn of the trasteeshlp anee- 
ment with the United Nations for the Marianas District 
(see map. p. 4&. Salpan. Tinlan, Roto, and some 
smaller islands make up the Northern Marianas. The 
relation oi the commonwealth to the United States 
would be similar to that of Puerto Rtco. 

TERRITORIAL WATERS AND THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 

"Tenltarld waters" is the term applied to Ihe part 
of the open sea over which a bofdsving notion may 



claiir. jurisdiction for its own profection. It Is generally 
conceded that jurisdiction over a belt oi water along 
the eooBl 1 marine league** (dbout statute mJlse) 
wide, moasiirod from ths low-wnler line, may be thus 
claimed, but the passage oi neutral vessels engaged in 
peaceful pursuits through this area may not be tor- 
bidden. 

^te geneicd rule regarding tenilorlal waters has 

many exreptjor.s and "now has no legal basis except 
the so-odled 'common consent of notions.' " (Encyclo- 
paedia Bdtannloa. 1910. 14, p. 698.) 

Bays or arms of the sea, if in large r^r' .surrou.'^ded 
by the territory of a single notion, are u.sunUy con- 
sldered entirely vrttbin Ow Jurisdiction of thcrt naUon. 
even though the entrances ore more tiian 2 leagues 
across. 

The Hague trtburKil in September 1910 dec-.ded in a 
special cose submitted to it (regarding fisheries in Ihe 
North MaMkd that for boys contiguous to the territory 

of the Dominion cf Canada 

iho J ni^mo ui^os ai® to be meaaurwi Uom 4 aUdlghl 'Ir.e "iia'Aii 
dcrosB Ihe body of water at the place where 11 cees^s :n tuva thn 
conli9ur«tion and charairtertitia oi a baj. Al all other placea Ihe 3 
maiino miles are la be meatured {aillewlBS Ihe itaUMldM «f Hm COII 
[Charles. 1913, p. 69.] 

This decisian does not now apply to other looaUUss 
but may be considered a precedent for hiture agree- 
ments (Hyde, 1922, p. 251-270). A joint commission 
acting under the treaty with Great Britain of ,'une 5, 
1854 (MoUoy. 1910, v. 1, p. 668), agreed on proper loca- 
tions for the moudis of 105 riven emptying faito the 
Atlantic between [he 3St}i parallel and nortlicm Labra- 
dor, and they deiined these locations by suaight lines 
between well-known points (Moore, 1898, v. 1. p. 473- 
494). Although the treaty was abrogated in 1866, the 
positions selected for the river mouths may still be re- 
garded as well chosen. 

When the Senile limit was adopted, it was thought 
to be Ihe extreme range ol cannon fcot could be used 
for coast defense. Today with aircraft as the pnindpal 
weapon for coast defense, o distance of 3 miles no 
longer has any significance except as a time-honored 
accepted figure. 

In section 1 of the treoty between the United States 
and QiecA BHtoln signed Januaiy 29, 1K4 U was di^ 
Glared 

tttat 3 nwriiM tiltes aMMdiwi fnm Ihe eoMMta* ooJwinU and 
neaeurad Iron lowuwaMr mufe nnBslllal* die fia f tt UbHs at tsfiHocial 
wKlerf. 

That treaty gave tho United States certain conditional 
rights ol search or seizure over private vessels flying 
die British fhg when willdn 1 hour's sailing distance 

from the coast cf 'Jnited States or its possessions 
(43 Stat. L. 1761). Similar tr.?a'.ies l-.cr/e been effected 



■TeM* ciaUBtd )iirl*dlcll<«a over ihe OuU ol Mexico lor 3 teeguee 
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wifh MvBRd offwr natiaiu. Ssctton 581 of the tariff act 
of 1922 (42 Stat. L. 979) provides for ihe boarding o: any 
vessel within 4 leooues oi the coast of the United 
States in oidar to bispecl, woreh. or Oie viassel, 
where a violation of U.S. law is evident. 

The interest in the aovereignty oi oif^ehore areas has 
greatly Increased because of mcteiwive flshinv 
Hons ar.d shrimp end oyster rtrhivolion and the pres- 
ence ol minerals below the submerged lands. Only in 
Am last few years has it been practioal to extract oil 
from beneath ih» ocsoBi door at any gnat distance 
from the shore. 

By treaty between the United States and Mexico 
Signed November 23< 1970, and entered into ioice 
April 18. 1972 (TTAS 7313), the Intemotlonod boundary 
between the two countr.es was oxtondcd 12 nautical 
miles into the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean. 
See TeMOB, page 127, and Godifemki, page 153. 

On September 28, 1945, the President Issued two 
proclamations. One reserved and set aside the natural 
resources of the CbnHnanlol Shelf under the Ugh ssas 
and placed these resources for administrative purposes 
pending legislative action, under the funsdicticn and 
control of the Secretary of the Inferior. The other procla- 
mation piovidsd tor establishnient by executive orders, 
on racximmendation of the Secretary of State and tfie 
Secretary of the Interior, of fishing-ccnser/aticn zones 
in areas of the high seas contiguous to the United 
States. The pfodanotlea stated fiiat the territorial limits 
of the United Slates are not extended, and the State 
Department (in its Bull. 327, Sept 30, 1945) said, "Gen- 
erdly, submerged land whldi is contiguouB to tfie con- 
tinent end which is covered by no more than 100 
fathoms (500 feet) of water is considered as the Con- 
tinental Shelf." 

In 1952. a Cbnigresstoaal oommitlee reported on the 
study of the sec wa id boundaries of tfie United States. 

The report acknowledged that the subject was very 
complicated and thoroughly discussed the problems 
involved. It leooounended 4ial tfie study be continusd 
at the following session of Conqn-rL; - d tliat Congress 
should eabsblish criteria for flxinsj the seaward bound- 
aries of flie Inland waters, following which a commis- 
sion should delegated to fix the line on the ground 
by actual su.'VGy, Several iorraulas have bee.i pro- 
posed for defining the seaward limit of inland waters 
(Boggs, 1940, chap. 10}. fiowever, the IntematioiKil 
Court of Justice, in Its decision of the ease of United 



Kingdom v. Norway, held that there arc? no riles of 
a "technically precise character" by which the validity 
ol a noiton's seaward boundary under Intsmattainal 
law cculd be measured. 

In 1953, Con^ross by Public Law 31, the Submerged 
Lands Act, gave to ftie Slates Jurisdiction over the sea- 
bed and natural rssouices under territorial waters (67 
Slat. L 29). The law oonibmed the seawon) botmdary 
of the original coastal State,-; as being 3 geographical 
(nautical} miles distant from the coostUne, "coastline" 
being defined as mean low tide or the seaward limit of 
inland waters, II n'so q.avo permission to at^.y coastal 
State, admitted since the formation of the Union, to 
extend Its boundaries to the Jroile line. The low pro- 
vided that in no frven'. cm the term "boundarieE" be 
Interpreted as extending more than 3 geographic miles 
into the Atlantic or the PodfiCi or inan than 3 leoguee 
Into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Public Law 212, ^ Outer Continental Shelf Act. 
passed the some year (67 Stat L 462), asserted Federal 
jurisdiction over the seabed and its resources between 
Qie outer limtts of fbe territorial woters and flie outer 
limits of tliQ Ccntinen:al Sbe!t. Tliis low provided that 
it shall be constriied "in such a manner that the charac- 
ter ox Wgh seas of the waters above the outer Contln- 
enta! She'.f and the right to navlgotton and llflblng 
therein shall not be affected." 

In 1954 tho United States Joined vrllh other United 
Nations nte.mbers in requesting the inclusion of the 
matters oi the (3bntinental Shelf and fishing conserva- 
tion on the agenda of the General Assembly. The As- 
sembly decided not to deal with fliese questions until 
after they had been studied by the Ihtemationd Low 
Cx:mm;ssion. 

An article on the Law of the Sea. as established In 
tfM 19S6 Geneva Ooaveotlan, eiolee: 
* * * For thw putpoM «f iliM* wadM. As isns "TnnHTwtri Oisir' 

Is uMd as rvfviTtnq Cat to tfaa bad nd nibsad of tlw saljBMtliM 

n-tis ii;3i:>j::i J ("e oast but outside the area of th» tarrltsrlal s»a. 
lii A dapih ci iCC ukjIojs CI, beyond rhat limit, to wh»f9 tt)» dop'h o' 
th» supoiiaceni wat»r* admit c( iho •xpkilattcn ol lha naiuial r»- 
souTcva c| the said area: lb) Is tho soabad and subsoil al tlaUtt sub- 
marine areas adjacent to the coast of 

While the United Slates has never taken the position 
that its seaward boundaries extend more than 3 miles 

from it.<; cocisiline, the pro"/isions of tho Submerged 
Land Act gave the Gulf Coast States reason to believe 
fhot they night extond Aielr seaward boundaries 3 
leagues into the Gulf of Mexico, Legal proceedings 
were initiated in the Supreme Court to determine if 
any of the StaAss had a valid claim to the submerged 
lands more than 3 go-ographic m.ttes from the low- 
waterhn© ol its coast. The cases against the five Gulf 
Coast States were consolidated, and a decision was 
handed down on May 31. 1960. In the cose of United 
Slalee ▼. LoidMana, KUsetaslppi. Akdxiina, Texas (363 
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U.S. 1). and Florida (363 U.S. 121K The Tsxa* boundary 
wcB eonfinned cb 3 menin* leoguM. Tman had been 

an independent nation for 10 years beiore fis nr.r.exa- 
tton to the United States, The congiessional resolution 
admitting Texas as a Staie accepted the boundaries 
OB described by the Republic of Texas, which sta'od 
fbal they were 3 leaQues Irom land. The annexation 
resoluttoa vnu 6m dedding factor in the niUng <A the 
Court 

Florida was Ukewiee granted a MrtAHi al tenitoridi sea 

extending 3 leagues into the Gul: of Mexico. The Court 
staled in its decision that Congress had approved 
Florido's 1868 consHtutkm. Bubmitted In eompllance 
with the 1867 Reconstruction Acts, which apS'^^f'pd a 
boundary at a distance of 3 leagues Lon: the shojeline. 
This has no bearing on the Atlantic boundary, which 
is limited by the Suboieiged Lands Act to 3 geognqihi- 
oed mileB. See Louisiana, page 106 . 

The other threo Stale?, w9re :lf?nipd more than a 3- 
mile belt oi tenitorial sea. In brief, the Court could find 
nothing In tho encdbUiKT acts odmltUng them to the 
Union v,'hich wmild jtjstify tiwir ctoiiDB to water oieos 

lyiny oil their shores. 

The dt'tf^rmination of the position of the seaward limit 
d inload wraten (the leawanl ItanJt of the marginal 
sea depend* on this) is a complicated matter. It in- 
volves the use of coastal charts, tidr:] ticjt;: nn.4 a rom- 
ptex set oi criteria. Shalowilz (1962) gives a complete 
discussion of the legal and lechnloa] mattera Involved. 

THE PUBLIC DOMAIN AND 
THE CHANGES MADE THEREIN " 

CESSIONS BY THE STATES 

In 1776, when the Thirteen Colonies declared thoir 
independence of England, many oi them possessed un- 
occupied territory, much of which was entirely de- 
tached and lay west oi the Applachian Mountains. 
11m» GeofcrIa induded the tenUoTy from lis praeenl 
eastern lirr.its v/estward tc tho MiEslssippi Rivar, Noflh 
Carolina possessed a strip extending irom lot 35* to 
36*3(K N„ opprazimalBly, and weetword to the MlBaie> 
sippi; this strip includod the are-i of '.he r:ff?^or.1 Slate of 
Tennessee. Jr. hke mannei VUginia possessed what is 
now Kentucky, and a number of States, including Penn- 
sylvania. New York, Massochusells. Connecticut, and 
Vligtnia. laid ekrime to areas In mrhot was aRerwraid 

known as '.};» lerritcry norfhwept of the River Ohio, a 
region now contained mainly in the States ot Ohio, 
bdiona Illinois, Michigan, and Wteeonsfai. TTiese 

To* * *«cu>i«i"n ol 'hr«» ch'«>o«. >M P«:ca ;15:<, c:i;p 5 E; U S 
Coag. tISOO) cecilalM carim of orfme acU (oi iIm T*rTitorl«i horn 17S7 

MitMBg n 17.1. Mnnarr ki B—w>. 
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claims were 'o a greater or lesser extent conflictincj- 
Autfaoiity over some areas was claimed by several 
States, and most d ttie boundary lines 'ware very iU 

defined. 

The ownership of these western lands by individual 
States was apposed by feoae Stalss Oiat did not shore 
in their possession, mainly on the ground that the re- 
sources of the General Government, to which all con- 
tributed, should not be used for the protection and 
development of this region, the advantages of which 
would Inure to ttie benefit of only a favored few. 

Moved by Ihcco arguments, as well as by '.he con- 
OlcUng character of the claims, which must inevllably 
lead to trouble among the States, Congress passed, on 
October 30, 1779, the following resolution: 

Whereas Iho approf ristion o! lh« vocinl lands by th» ssvetal Siatas 
during ihc ironllniiAnce ci tho war will, in tha gplaiaa Oi OMWaat. ]» 
aticndod with qiMt mtochlefs: Therefore, 

Itootvri, That It ba awnesily recommended 1c the Slate oi Vlrglalk 
to r«>:cnsidar ihalf iMa ad o( atMniblr ior opaninq thair land oWoa: 
and thm u be iweaanMoMi to Ow aald Slalak and all tOm Siataa 
atmilarly cUeMtBlaiwad. to feibaar HdUng or iaMiing wanairia for 
wHIvnprialad laoda, or qraniEn^ liia aamia diirOia iha eooHmaiwa 
of Iho presvnl war. 

This resolution was transmitted to tho diHcront Slates. 
Tho first to respond to it by the transfgr of terrltoiy to 
the General Govsmment was New York, whose m- 
ample was followed by the other States. These trans- 
fers were '.he crx.jin of the jinhlic domnln. The ces- 
sions were made on the dates below (Hibbard, 1924; 
Shermon, 1916-33, v. 3): 

New York, March 1, 173!. 

Virginia, March 1, 1784, finally confirmed by the 
leglslalure December 30, 1768. The deed of 

cession by Virginia gives na Hmits further thnn 
to specify that the lands transferred "include 
only those lying norihwsstwaRl ol the Rhrer 
Ohio." 

MaBBOchuxetts, April 19, 1785. 

Cor.r.ecticLit, ScplCTib:': 13, 178G. Tlie Ccnnodic-ul 
act of cession reserved an area in the norlheasl- 
stn part of Ohio, known as the Western Rooorve 
(Western Reserve Unlv , 19?3, p. 37-57). On May 
30, 1800, Connecticut gave to the United States 
JtiTisdlclton over dils orao, but wlhoul giving 
up Its properly rights in it. 

South Ontrolina, August 9, 1787. 

North Carolina. February 25, 1790. 

Georgia. April 2A. 1802. 
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The {otiowlnv paroqroph from the dasd oi oesolon by 

New York dofines tho limits of Its grant to th» GiBiMral 

Goveminent (Donaldson, 1884, p. 67): 

Now ll:Lrcl:ro, knaw y», lhal we. tho said lamei Duane, William 
Floyd, and Alexander M'Oougall, by viilue ihe power oad Sttihaflly. 
and in the execution of tite Iruit repoeed in us. as afoNSMU iMve 
judged II expedient lo Ismll and iwtriet. and ws do^ fay thsss pNimts, 
(or and to behsli o( Ois said SUM «f Nvw Yg^ Umlt wd Mttrict the 
boumlaiiee ol Ihe Hid Stale In lh» WMtstn peris HbmnU wilii Ntpect 
to «iw JiMsdieaoii, as mU m lh« rtght «r tt^mpUon el sett. W lb* 
liH* sod iB As fwm feUowliiq, dwt is to ssr A Una fnn flis lunlfc. 
sM CHMr at lb* Stoto «f NmiBjrlMiita, along Ihe nof<h bounds 
dtsraet to Us ncrihwssl eomsr. eontinued due west until it sKili 
totmsded by a meridian line, to bo drawn trom Ihe forty-Wilt dcqtrti 
ol notlh talitndo -hrcurjh ihc mc^i weetoriy bent or tnclinailcn -I 
Lake Onlatl'- ihtir.-r, hy iho ajid meildisn )in« lo tha fnr'y-f.lih deniff 
c; rnrlb l^fil-do: and ihor.rr- (• ■,■ 'h^ tdid iDrly l:(lh dciruo nf ncrth 
latitude- bill i! lh sxperiment. Ihe abo«e-deicrib»d maridian line shall 
not cofsiprohnnc twenty mites due west liotn the most westerly bent 
or inclination oi the river or strait of Niagara, then w* dOk by Ihsee 
presents. In the name of the people, and (or and on behalL ol the Stole 
of H*w York, and by vtains ti tbm •wdwttty ttaimM, Unli ^ 
Mriflct Nw booadartes of Oe uld Stile In the ynttm ptili tfasNaf. 
wMi mpset to fuMfcUan, u wiU as Om ilqte pw-smipHcw «i soil, 
by Km IIBM md la tbs sMBiisr MtMUm. Asl to to aay: • Ibw Imn 
His sflrihsHi camsr of ths Ctato al PtMuylvanis. alonq dw nerfh 
tauads tfaafsaf, to As scrihwwl coniar, eemUnie due west unin 14 diall 
fca MSIBSCtod by S meridian line, to be drawn from iho forty-flilh 
(to^M* of north latitude, through a point twenty miles duu west from 
the mcz\ wuntcTly b-en- r in' lir-.ilicn oj the rtyer or strait Niagara: 
thence by Ihe said meridian line to (he |orty-&ilh dsqrae of north 
latituds, and Utsoes iiy Hw said tafiyvflMi daqns of naift tail 
lode; * • • 

Th» following poraiTraph from the deod ol cwnlon by 

Massachusetts qivett the HmltB ol (he area oeded (Dour 
ddson, 1884, p. 71-72): 

tWe) do. by thssa rwwwH aMtgn, taMtsr. quHdaini. esda, and 
comwy to iha Unllsd Stotas al AaMflea, terliiak bsMlU; iMaiaiAiwaHs 
taciualwk an right, tnla, and artato «laii«ta, aatnllliiaaeaaslha 
luttadietlon, whkii lbs slid Ganenwaallh hath lo the territory or 
ind e( trnmUrr wflUa dis llniHs of flis MtMeachtieetls charter 
■Itoato and lytav west of the following line, that is to say. a meridian 
1Id« to ba drawn from the forty-filth degree of north latitude through 
Ihe westerly bant rir ir.rlm.s'icn -jf Like On',irl-, •hr-nre by iho m'.d 
mertdisn Iii>e to the nirr,! s-.'i.ihsriy .udo Ii;:ci r.! ir.r> rnm'nr/ 'criair.c-d 
In the Massachusetts chaitt-r bn- if c- oxrtr'.mc'nl ih<: abr^vo dosrnbed 
meddiAn liof* shall not cumpjeh«nd twenty miles due wesi from the 
m ^1 v/nsi'.by b. iit or Inclination of the river or strait of Niagara, then 
we do by these presents, by virtue of the power and authority afore- 
said. In Ihe name and on behalf of Ihe said Commonwealth of Maasa- 
diMsMs, tnnator. quHdaiiii. csds* and cenvay to ths UnHsd Slatos of 
Amsilea, lor Ifasir bsMBi. MuaadiasMto laeliiahw, aB Wla, and 
satoto of aad In as wall flu sat) •• ths fariidieltaB. wUeh Am arid 
GamoRwadlh Iwlli to «w lantlwy or Met ct eounliy wHlihi tta 
ilnMs el Ola M a w a rt wwMs diaiMs. sliiuto and tyinv wssi of tha 
foUsislnv Hasu Owl to to aiy, a OMildtHi Una to bs drawn from Itis 



lorty4lfili dsQiaa cf aorili lilltiida dmiQh a poliil Iwaaty sflaa dii# 
wan bom (ba nost wetisrly bsni er tneilmHoB ol lb* rtiar or atnil 
of MlagaiM Hianea by lbs said n«MlM Ihw to noat awilhariy 
aids Un* of IIm lerrilary conlainsd to Ota MasisrhussMs diarlsr tlOM- 

san-t, • • • 

Tho iollovidng clcaise irom Iha act oi the Leijislature 
of Connectiinit, authorizing the oewlaa. deOnee its 
UiBlli (Donaldaon, IBM. p. 73): 

Bt U enwted * * * Tliat tha Mtqtm c( (hb Stols. or any «we 

of them, who shall be attending ihe Congress of Ihe United Stale*, ba, 
and they are hereby, directed, authorized, and fully empowered. In 
ib.r. n.iT.n and bsnall :■! I;. is Sii'e, 'd nuke, exe-rul?, and deliva:. under 
thr-lr b.\nnr. -ind sf-^li, -tr. deed c-l fel«a&e ai^d oesaicn ot oil 

Ihe isqh',, ■.rio, in:nr.irv i.irisdictioo. and claim oi Ihe Slate o( Con- 
nedScut to ceiiain wasiwrn lands, begrinning at the completion oi the 
forly-Urst degree of north latitude, one hundred and twenty miles waal 
cf Ihe western boundary Uim oi Iha Commonweallh of Pennsylvania, 
•8 now claimed by aald GoamonwaaMi. and from thence by a Una 
drawa north, paiallal lo and eoa huadnd and twenty miles wast of 
tha stfd waal Him ai Piaouylmda, and to canltoBa Math tiaia I* 
conaa to totty^wo dsa i sss and two miMitot norlh toUtndav Wbarsby 
all Iha right, Ulto. bdaiasi, Jurisdledaa and datoi el dw Slsto at Oen- 
naettBHt, to dw landa tying waat of aild Itaa to ba diMm m alaiw 
manHMad, aiM bundrsd and twanty ndas waat ol Iha wa a to fo 
bcsundary Una of the Commonwealth ol Pennsylvania, as now clalmad 
by said Contmsnwealth. shall be included, released, and ceded to Iha 
Untied Stales In Congt»f a siSAnbled. for Ihs "™iy*r Dts and ha a aSl 
ol Ihe said States, Coonectif-ul inclusive, 

ConnectiCiit XMerved by this deed both tlie title and 
iurisdicttao over a tract ol her vreetem lands lying be- 
tween the iweetem boundary of PennsylYonkt and 
then oaslorn boundary of hor cession. It con',pnso<i a 
strip, 120 miles lon<ji and irregular in width, lying be- 
tween poredlels 41* and 42*02' N. (the northeaatem 
p-arl of tho present State of Ohio). The tract was known 
as the Western Reserve" of Connecticut in Ohio. Con- 
necticut, by act of the legtelotum In October 1797, lm- 
dered to the United States a ro!ccfss of furisdicticn over 
this tract, which Congress accepted April 28, 1800, and 
Cbnnecticut confirmed May 30, 1800. A port of this 
oiea, lying in the present Ohio counties of Erie, Hwon, 
and Oltawo, was known as the "Fire Lands" becous* 
the lands were donated by Connecticut for the use of 
dtisms of Danbury ccnd other places as o reooinpense 
for losses by fire and raids by British troops during Iho 

Revo'ulion. 

The cession of South Carolina was described as 
foUows <Daixdd80ik 1884. 7Sh 

* * * all tha Miiiioiy er trad d ooimlty tndudad wdito Oie sivnr 
MMMIfvf and a Una faaetantag at that pan of tha attd rtvar wtdcfa 
la llU s t aa cJ ad hf tha southern boundary ISna e( the State tt Korth 
CaroUiu. and continuing along ihe said boundary tine unHl II h)1»rsec(s 

Ihe rldo*-' c'.iair. r^i incjunlains wbi^h rii'/idfis th*' P3s*om from the 
western waleiu, iiit^ii la h-a cc-nii-nuiid alcng tbn 'rp .-f r.ild rid-ge ol 
mountains until It Intersects a line to be drawn duo wast from the 
head of the soulhoin branch of Tu<3o]ce B!v#t the i^id wounlsins; 
and di-L^r.cf 'o r..n ft d-.ir ww-;* ro'.irsp \c Ibe rjvi?[ M;35.isai;'pb 

The State oi North Carolina ceded (Donaldson. 1884. 
77)' 

tiis tilida sihialed wlthto tha diartered limits of this State, weal of a 
lina bagtaaing on tha sitiama height of the Stone Mountain, at tha 
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tkm yttuM ft» VtegfaU Vm ttHineh ft umlag ttanea ak^ te 
MUmn* kimtt «I ih* Mid imuiiMH, to <b* fIm* wIum 1» W«tiiiiw> 
Ilhp«rl)fMkstlirett«h It: Umdm a dliwel eeoiw to tfia lop e( Ow YtlkMr 

Mountajn where Brlght's road crouea the Mme: Ihooco a3ettq ihe tidg* 
of the Mid mountain, between the waters ot Doe River and the water* 
ct Rock Creek, lo the p:aco whoro iho raid crcsjcs the Iror. Mounlaln; 
fioja Ltience alonq »h» exlretcu h«lghl ei 'he said mDuntaln to where 
Nollchucky Rivot r^s rr.rtjui7h the saxe. thenco "o ".He top of the 
Bald Mountain, thence along the exirarae heiqhi oi the laid mountain, 
to the Painted Reck, on Fni^ Broad River; thence ajoni] the highaet 
lldge ol lb* aald mountain, to the place where it la called the Great 
Iran or Snieaky K)our.iair.. thence alonq the extreme heiqht oj the 
nid mountain, to the place wbete U ia «tlM dw Unteoy or Uoaka 
MMWMa, bMwMa M» IcidiM towns ef Gwm* MdOU CtwMi dmea 
along dw natn tMq* M the «aki nM wiii ia l H to A* muAm hn i mrl i f y 
ol lb* Biato. 

It will be noted that the abovo description of the 
eastern boundary oi her ceded possessions agrees in 
gwneroi tenns with the descriptian of fhe weetetn boupd- 
cry cf North Carolina (p. 98). 

The articles of cession by Georgia describe the area 
c«d0d OS follows (Donaldson, 1884, p. 80): 
* * * dw Itiida alluated within the boundarlee oi ibe Unilad StaUe 
■Oilttl ol lb* ftato «{ Tenneseee. and wact ol « Ibw b^qllWllnig m Am 
wMlam bank ot dw Cbatahoucbee BJver. whan dw aaoui etaaaaa 
** boitadatr to* Iwtwam dw Unliad SMaa and Spadni ivnniaa 
Ownm MP ilw aaM itm QiHilwurihae. and akoa dw wmUmn bank 
lhanaf to dw gwat band lhafaef, Mil afaoiee dw pirn ^ai« « caiWn 
ueiL or rirar, called "Udiee" (betnq the tint conidanM* «M«M oo 
Iha watlafB aide, ^ove the Cuaeias and Cowala Wwiu). atsp^ias 
into the said Oialahou-c-.w riivi^r thence In a direct line to K.-kaiick 
on the Teimeasee River; ihsnce croaimg the said last-meniicn»d ir-'si. 
and thence r.mnr.q up the said Tenneeseo Hivrr. .snd along the 
weetem h-^nr thoioc.i, tn the soulh«m bctjndary Iw.u oi th© Slatft of 
Tenneasef 

Oi Ibe area conveyed by these cessions to the Gen- 
erol Government fhe port lying nortti of ibe Ohio was 

aflorword erected in'o the "tarritory northwest cf the 
River Ohio," and the rest lyirnj south of thai river, was 
known aa the "territory south of the Rlvw Ohio." Thte 

did not includp the area cf the present Strrte of Ken- 
tucky, which remained part oi Virgmia until it was ad- 
mtttod oa a State to 1792. 

Tlie United Stsrtes by ad cf Conqress of Soptember 9. 
1650, purchased from the Sta'.e of Texas abaut 124.C^30 
square mites of land which Texas claimed when ad- 
mitted to the Union. This land la now included in the 
Slcttoe of Kcnwcn, Colorado. N«w Mnico, Oklahoma, 
and Wyomlner. (Sm ft«r. 29l) 

TERRITORY NORTHWEST OF THE 
OHIO RtVER 

The territory of the Ohio was bounded on the west 
by dw MMnippi ond a line ninntnv noiAi from ito 

lOUiOO lo the international boundary, on the ncr'h hy 
flie boundary line between the United Stcrtos the 
British possessions, on the ecj.st hy \he Pennsylvania 
and New Yoris Stole lines, and on the south by \hs 
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Ohio River. (See fig. 21.) It comprised an ohmx oi ap- 
proximately 278,0(X} square milM. II wos node up of 
claims of individual SloMs am lollowd (Dcocddaon, 
18B4 p. 161): 

K The Vlivlnta doim, whldt conststed of aU the tanl' 

tory west of Pennsylvania and ncrlh ol the Ohio 
to the 41st parallel oi north latitude; in additioiu 
above ftiai her ckdm by capture extended as for 
as the northern limits cf the land under the Crown 
which had been subject to the jurisdiction oi the 
Province oi Quebec and OB faff OB Lakes Michigan 
and Hurort 

Z The (Connecticut dolm, which extended from flie 
41st parallel northward to the parallel of 42"'2' 
and from die west line of Pennsylvania to the 
lAssissii^ River. 

3. The Massachusetts claim, which extended from the 

north line of the Connecticut doim above noted 
tokrt 43'43'12" Rand from the wMtom boundary 
of Now York lo the Mississippi. 

4. The belt or zone lying north of the Massachusetts 

claim, extending Aienee to the Canada line and 
west to the Mississippi River, obtained from Great 
Britain by the treaty of peace ot September 3, 
1783, became public domain after the Virginia 

cession 

5. At the time of the cession by the State of Virginia 

bolh MassadnueHi and New York dalmed the 

Erie triangle ot about 324 squoro miles, which 
was subsequently bought by Pennsylvania and 
added to that Slate fp. BSi. 
From this te.Titory were formed the States of Ohio. 
Indiana. Illinois. Michlgari. and Wisconsin, the part of 
Mkmeioto eost of Ihe Mtaslasf ppl River, and fhe nordt* 
west corner of Pennsylvania. 

On July 13, 1787. a bill for Its provisional division 
Into not less than tfarse nor mote than live States was 
passed by Comress In this bill the limits of the pro- 
posed Slates were defined, corresporidlng In their north 
and south lines to the present boundoorles of Ohio. 
Il!inois and Indiana Th© following extract gives the 
text oi the ordinance defining these boundaries (Don- 
aldson. 1884. p. ISS):* 

^ Fijr .1 f:^ftn Lnrludir.5 maps, pfopoeed by « '-rn'-tr.ifl^f. ^1 wht<TH \ti»i- 
son VM ch«i:it>«n. hf the subdivutloa ol the 1«rri1ofy norlhWMl oi the 
Ohio, which wu edspMd hf O aag r iis in ITM, m« Wisceotlii Wat, See. 
lim. y 2. p. 4$2). See aha diallb OW. *. 1 p 60S): <ef MH e< lh« 
awllBanfai at* Pecta {Un, pt, I. p. 49)- 
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ARTICLE 5. Th«o shill h« lonned In tha said temlorY n : : Uib 
than !htM nor mote 'han iiv« SlatM: and the bcundari»3 c! th« S!«ie«. 
it r,'-cn as Virginia shall alter h«r art of oeuion. and ccnsaiil to ths 
same, shall boccsne lixvd and astablished as lollows, 1o wil: Iho WMt- 
•m State in satd larrllory shall be bounded by tho Mississippi, the 
Obio, and the Wabash iiveis: a direct llixe drawn from the Wabash 
Mid Pbii Vincents due north to <h« teititertal Un« b«<w»»n th* UnHad 
SMM and Canada; and by tfa» atld tmltailal Um to iha Lak* oi Dm 
Woods Md MiMMppk Th* ulddk State ih*U Iw bowM by the 
Hid diNci luw, dw W^lMrii. inn Peri ViacMto to itw Ohio, br iha 
Ohin, by • ddrad Us* dravm duo Dorth ben (ho metdh oi tbo Qml 
Mlaral to iho Hid territorial Um. and by the said Mnitoild Uiw. Tb» 
•etlem Slate ihatl be bounded by the last menttonad iflroci Iftio, tho 

C:-.;:'. Pcnniylv :r;.a .irH Vr.r, lor'irri.ll 'ine I'mridril, ti'iii 't rr. 

And A is iuTih<2r und-urstocd str^i d€s:larvd. that ih» bcnndanos nf iho^c 
three Stales shall be subject so far to be altered, 'ha' if Ccnr^-m.-.j shall 
hereafter find It expedient, they shall have authority to tscin one er 
^wo States m that part of the said territory which lies north of an 
OMi and w«« lloo drown ihrauoh iho towifaodr bond or mttoaw of 

AppoTGntJy this ordinance was no*, pui In force until 
a provisional government lor the territory was insti- 
tutsd by Ihe appointment oi tt qovtaaae end a eoalC BY 
on February 1, 1788. 

By ad of May 7, 1800, Congress divided the "territory 
northwest oi the ^lio" into two Mporeto qovenunents 

one crdorGd 

thai all lhai part of the tetritoiry oi the l/rli^i St.i'os n^nhwd-i 'f rho 
Ohio river, which -irr. *he wo:irA-.^r:i a lir.n hoimmri':: at tha 
Ohtn> opposite to the mouth c4 Kentucky river, and running thence 
■0 r-r Hecovery. and lhen:e north until it shall Intetsect the lerri- 
icriai line between the United SUMs ond Cuiado, aholl, ior Ibo pur- 
poses of temporary qoverrunent CBBlMllil* • Hpmlo tmltHyr Mid 
bo eoQod Iho IndioM Tonitsiy. 

The eastern part was coiled the "territory northwest 
of '.he River Ohio." cn.d a Icins pari of il was adnuiled 
to the Union in 1802 as the State oi Ohio. The lemaindeT 
wOB oddad to Indiana TcnHory; (8w flv- 26J 

In 1805 all that part of Indiana Territory lying north 
of a porailal drawn through the moet southerly bend 
of Ledee Michigan and east of o Una drawn from the 
same point through the middle of Lake Michigan and 
north to the Canadian line became the Territory oi 
Mk^iigon (Sm fi9. 3U 

By act of Febmory 3, 1809. Indiana Tonttanr wm 
OQOin divided, and the Twiitory o( lUlnois was erectled 
from i» part lying west of the Woboah River and a 
menldian lunning through the city oi ^nnoenms, eoEland- 

ing thenre l-> fh.e Canada line. 

On December i i, 1816, Indiana was admitted to the 
Uakm OB a Stale, wilh its boundariM d«ftnsd ta ol 



present, and on December 3, 1818, Ulinois vtras hkgwiM 
admitted. 

The act of June 28. 1834. added to 'he Territory of 
Michigan a part of the Missouri River lirainage bann 
as for west as the White Earth River and north to ^ 
49th parallel and included for the first time c part oi 
the drainage basin of the Red River, south ot '.he 49th 
parallel, under a Territorial government. This addition 
to Mldilgan included also a small part of the Loulstcma 
Purchase. (See p. 127 and tig. 31.) 

Wisconsin Territory was farmed in 1836 from the port 
of the Territory of Michigan west of the present Stats 
of Michigan. On January 26, 1837, Michigan was ad- 
mitted into the Union, with its present boundaries. On 
June 12, 1638, aU that part of Wisconsin Tenitocy bam 
its sootoa to the IntemaHoiud boundory was made Into 
the Territory of Iowa, and in 1B48 Wisconsin was ad- 
mitted as a State, with its boundaries as at present 
defined. 

Tht^ admission of Wisconsin arpearB lo have left the 
area which is now the northeastern part of Minneaolo, 
lying east of the Mississippi and a line drown due north 

from its source, \vilhcut any govemmenl unttl the io> 
malion of Minnesota Territory, in 1849. 

TERRITORY SOUTH OP THE OHIO RIVER 

The "territory aoulh of the River Ohio," the govern- 
ment of which was provided for by act of Congraa 
approved May 26, 1790, was bounded on the north by 

ti'.G fj.'ccont no.nhem bound'Ory of Tennessee, on th° 
east by the Slates oi North Carolina. South Carolina, 
and Geocgio, and on the west by the KAwlBalppi River. 
It included besides the Tennessee area nominal pos- 
sessions to the 31sl parallel. The cessions that made up 
this region are as fallows: 

1. Tlie ;:rea c:eded by North C-firolinr: v.'cs described as 

extending irom lot X'SQ' N. (since found lo be 
36*331 soulhwaid to 3S* and from Oie vrestan 
boundary line of the present State to the MissippI 
River. This is now the State oi Teimessee. 

2. The oiea ceded by South Gdrolina formed a bell 

12 or !4 miles In vindth lying south of the 35lh 
parallel and extending from her western boundary 
to the Mississippi River, It is doiAtfid whether 
under the terms of the original charters South 
Corullna possessed this sMp or whether it was 
induded in the possessions of Georgia. €ee p. 99.) 

3. The areci ceded by Georgia ccmprise-d most th? 

territory oi the present States oi Alabama and 
Mlssissippf noftii of (he 31st parollaL 

Tennessee was admitted as a State in 1796. In 1798 
Congress organized as the Temtory oi Mississippi a 
small rectangular area, bounded on the west by tbs 
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Mississippi River, on the north by a parallel through the 
mouth of the Yazoo River, on the east by the Chatta- 
hoocbee River, cmd on Itw south by the 3lBt parallel 
of norQi latitude. This area was subBquenlly enlarged 
so as !o include the who'e of whnl is nc'V.- Mississippi 
and Alabama and a strip along the guli coast, which 
"warn at that ttmedahned by Spatn. In 1817 Oie Tenltory 
was divided, and the eastern portion v.-ns made info 
Alabama Territory. Subsequently the two Territories 
weie odmlllsd gb SIciIm» 

LOUfSlANA. THE AREAS FORMERLY 
BELONGING TO MEXICO. AND 
THE OREGON REGION 

The Louisiana Purchase was eHected m 1803. In 1804 
the region thus obtalmd was divided Into two ports; 
the aoutheni pari was organized as Oleans Territory, 
and the remainder was called flte Dlshict of Louisiana. 
T}ie S!ate oi Louisiana, comprising most oi the Territory 
oi Oleans. was admitted to the Union in 1812. In the 
■ame year It was enlarged by the addition of the area 
lying between 'he Mississippi and Pearl Rivers, m \he 
southeastern part, and the name oi the District of Loulsi- 
ancr was changed to Ihe Tenitory of Mtseouii. (See fig. 
27 ) In 1819 Arkonsow Territory was created, and in 
1836 it was admitted as a State. (The State name was 
spelled wllfa an "a" In place of Ihe final "w.") 

The ArrowsTTith Map of 1814 (fig 14' shows tho ex- 
tent oi the cartographic knowledge oi the area covered 
by the conlennlnous 48 States previous to the eeldb- 
lishment of bouodoriM oi the Weslem and Mldweelem 
States. 

In 1821 the State of Missouri was formed from an- 
other part of tho Torrllory of Missouri and In 1836 the 
boundaries oi the Slate were expended to their present 
limits. In 1834 the pari of this Territory lylm north of 
the State oi Missouri and east oi the Missouri and White 
Earth Rivers was attached to the Territory of Michigan. 
(See fig. 31.) In 1836 this portion became part of the 
Wisconsin Territory. In 1838 it became part of Ihe Terri- 
tory of lowo. In 1846 tfie State of Iowa was crealed, 
and in 1849 the rerr-.a:ndpr of ihf lov.-a Terrilor/ was 
organized as the Territory of Minnesota. Minnesota was 
admitted as a Stale on May II, 1858. wlSi its present 
bcundnrips. 

Indian Territory (unorganized) was set apart by act 
of June 80, IS}4, ond described as Idlows (4 Slat. L 

729, 733; see fig. 36): 

* * ' ftU that pArl o< tho Uni'od S<atoa wost c< Ihe MUsjsaippi, and 
Ml WttUn Ihe States of Mjisaomi and L.ouUiana. or the Territory of 
Arkmn * * * •hall be takan and daamad lo b« Indian eounlry. 

Apporandy ftis covered a large part of the area 
previously designated Tenitory of Mitaouii< but far 
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iudiciol control the same act restricted the area to that 
commonly known as Indian Territory and bounded as 
follows: On the north by the north line of lands assigned 
to the Osnge tribe cl lndia.".s, produced east to the State 
of Missouri; on the west by the Mexican possessions 
(100th meridian): on the south by the Red Rtvgr; and 
on the east by the line of the TetritorY of Arkaneos and 
the State of Missouri (Royce, 1899». 

While the cesKior.s by the States and the Louisiana 
region were being subdivided. Texas was odmitted to 
(he Union, and by the treaty of Guaddupe-Ifldcdgo and 
'he Gadsden Purchase the United Slates acquired from 
Mexico the area west oi the northern part of Texas and 
south of the ^ porcdlol In fhe mm» period the nottii- 
em boundary had been esldblldwd OR ttie 49Ql poicdM 
to the Pacific Ocoon. 

(Dut of the great western region thus acquired were 
carved the following Territories:** 

The Territory oi Oregon, formed in 1848, extended 
from fat 49° N. southward lo lot 42° and from the Pacific 
Ocean east to the summit of the Rocky Mountaitts. (See 
fig. 43.) 

Cahfomia was admitted as a State in 1350 wilh the 
same limits which it possesses at present. 

The Territory of VkA, formed in 1850 (see fig. 45), 
extended from ihe ^^d rwralle! soulhwaTd to the 37th 
and from the Ckiliiomia boundary line eastward to the 
Rocky Mountains. 

The Territory of New Mexico c=mpri.<;6d all the coun- 
try lyin<j south oi Utah to the boundar/ lir.es of Texas 
and Mexico and from the (California boundary east- 
ward lo the boimdary of Texas. (See ficj. 47 ) 

The Territory of Nebraska, ioim&d from Missouri Ter- 
ritory in 1854. comprised the country from the 49th 
parallel to Ihe 40th and from the Missouri and White 
Earth Rivers westward to the summit oi flie Rocky 
Mountains. (See fig. 35.) 

The Territory of Kansas, formed by the some act as 
Nebraska, comprised the country extending from Mis- 
souri westward to Ihe boundary of New Mexico and 
Utah and from the south boundary of Nebiasko to the 
37Bi pordlsL 

The Territory of Washington was formed in 1853 from 
a port of Oregon, its southern boundary being the 

■■Tor an <ml!lne el Melotieal evanU t«l«1i»9 lo t)w o^aRliaUai of 
Stalaa waal ct tha Misaucipp and Ibe Mltlaisant iUnr txur^'.ifirt 
HtggUM (1923. p. 397-4»|. For iMm oi macuiacrtpis and pubUahod pajxra 
nltsny la ika TaiTUaiiia, ■•• Cmmli laal. VaablngHn tmi). 
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nGUBE 14.— Map compiled and drawn by Aaran AmwcmUh and pubUdiad In 1814 Aowb in 

Olodtflad bam Paullln. C. O.. 1982, Allo» ot im Mrtottad qooqiuphy dt 
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Ine United States: Camsgia Institution of Wo^iinglon Pub. 401, pi. 29.) 
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Columbia River and the 46th parallel, and its oast line 
being the summit of the Rocky Mountains. (See hg. 43.) 

Oregon was admitted as a State in 1859, with its 
boundaries as they are now. The portion cut off from 
Oregon Tenllory was placed under ibe Tenitorial gov- 
ernment of Woshfngton. 

The Teriitory of Dakolo formed in 1861, comprised 
all that region included in the present States of North 
Dedcota and South Dokola and dienoe vrestwaid to the 
summit of the Rocky Mountains. (See fig. 34.) 

The Territory of Nevada was organized from the 
western pari of the Territory of Utah in 1861. (See fig. 
45.) As originally constituted, its eastern line was the 
39th meridian west from Washington, and its southern 
boundary was the 37th parallel. It was admitted as a 
Stale in 1864^ «rfaen Us eastern boundary was mode the 
38th mertdlon (approxfmolely 115*03' west from Green- 
wichl. In 1556 by art of Cnnrjrea:-. tho ocir.'orr. boundary 
was moved 1° slill farther east and placed upon the 
37th meridian west from Washington, and the triangu- 
lar portion contained between the former southern 
bouiKlory, the boundary of Coliiomia. the Colorado 
River, and the 37Qi meridkm was added, thus gtvlno 
the Slo^e its prc'Eont limits. 

"Hie Tenilajy of Colorado was formed in 1861, with 
the limits of the present State. It was admltled as c 
Steile in 1B76l 

The Terrllory of Arizona, formed in 1863, included 
thc:i ycr: of New Mpxico lyfaw west of ihe 32d meildian 
west of Washington. 

The Territory of tdedio was formed in 1863 tram parts 
of Dakota and Washington Territories. As originally 
consiilutad it included the area lying east of the present 
eastern limits of Oregon and Washington lo the 27(h 
mpridirrn v.'esi of Wnshtrtgton. Its southern boundary 
v/c:s ;ho r.orthorr. bcundar/ of Colorado and Utah — that 
:s t;.e 4 hit and 42d parallels of latitude. (See fig. 44.) 
From this Territory was detached in 1864 the Territory 
of Montana, having nearly the limits of the present 
Slart«, and In 1868 the Territory of Wyoming; these 
diangee radooed Idaho to its piraeent dimensions. 

The TeiTllory of OMdhoma, orgo n i M d in 1890 from a 
pcrrt of the Inrliin Tprritory and ibe pub^ic-lrr-.d strip 
north of Texas, when admitted as a Stale in 1907 in- 
cluded flie Indian Territory dbo. (See 89. 36.) 

Nearly all bou.-.daries of StatG;^ wos! of tho Missis- 
sippi, OS well as those of many Central and Southern 
States, were surveyed under the direction of the Gen- 



eral Land Office. Notes of all such surveys and plats 
for most of (hem ore now on file In the Bunoa of Land 
Manarjemcr.t, Department of the Interior, or in the Car- 
tographic Records Division, National Archives and 
Reeods Servloe, Woshbigton. DJC Many of Ihe field 
note;; nre !n excQllent form, ir. books csp&dCTl!y rrs- 
paied for ihem, und aie illusixated by photographs or 
sketches. Other notes are in books cA field notoa with 
the regular township surveys. Many resurveys or 
tracements of shori parts of boundary lines have been 
made, and numerous comers have been reestablished 
in connectioa with ihe regular surveys of the public 
lands, which are not nsntfoaed in the foregoing pages 
but are noted In Ibe reonds of Ihe GSeooexal Land 
Office. 

The notes and pkites am open to public inspection 

and are indexed so '.ha' reference to them is easy; also, 
copies are supplied to anyone on payment oi nominal 
foes. 

Hisfcrfccr! dintgrcms shcwinrr chnmos fr. Stole or 
national boundaikes are io be fsund ir. many publica- 
itons, a few of which are listed below: 

Fwi*, 1. T., 1926, 1h» rooMAOT oi lh» Iftoiinduias: Naw Yeik. Harpar 
& Brae. Thti book con loin* a bIbUoqraplir ei bouodtacy Mfsiwew wHh 
I3S MiMa*. 

taabailoa. R. R, 1184. An htrinlcd alln * * ' from tt» dewit 
c( Milory l» Hm praMol Dnw 7di ad. Haw Yorlc. Tcranwrnd MwCffim 

MacCwM, TaWMMd, 1901, Aa hMgtiu) qeo^raphr Of At* UbIImI 
SalCK RavlMct od. Ntw York, Sttvor. Btudott & Ca. 

Mowry, W. A.. 1902, Th» letrtlorto] QKWlh el (h* Untied Staler: 
Kew York. Silver. Burdett & Co. 

Stocking. S. V/., 187<, Areas and polHical diviilons of the Uni!»d 
E'M- '.V ih map, in Siatlstlcal ot Hw Viriiwi SlalM: BUTMU of 
Ihi' ('nrr.'i-.. Waahlnglon. 

11 ri;:e>iiu ol Ststitlics. Monthly summMf of CBBBOfM and 
Utuoca of tlia Uaitad S*al«* tor Auquit IMS. 

Stole boundary surveys by the Gerwral Land Offlo» 

are related lo the surveys of the pubHr Irrrds under the 
rectangular Systran. The public land surveys are based 
on a system of principal meridians and base lines inter- 
secting at right angles at an initial point (figs. IS, 16). 
The geodetic position of this point is determined. Sur- 
veys dependent on a principal meridian often, but not 
always, extend to Ihe Stale line. Details of the rec- 
tangular system are given in the Manual of Sxirveylng 
Instruc'icns. '.973, of tho Bureau of Land Management, 
U.S. Department oi the Interior. 



PAYMENTS TO THE STATES 

At the last session of the Twenty-second Congress 
nn act was passed "to appropaflote for a limited time 
the proceeds of the stdes of flie public lands of fino 
United States and for granting lonete to certain Stoles," 

:>ut ;t was no^ approved 'ny President .'ackson who, 
under date of December 4, 1833, in a long message to 
the Tturenty-flihd CbngioM bee U.S. 53d Cong., 1896, 
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2d MBS., H. Doc. 210, pt. 3, p. 56 69}, se; forth r.i3 reasons 
ior withbokiliio hts signature. In that message he gave 
an eaodOant faWorioal account d the State otsalona by 
which the public lands had been in part acquired. 

A somewhcrt similar act (5 Stat L 55) approved June 
23, 1636. by PreddMil Vcm Buisn, directed that dl 
maney In the Trsoniry on January 1, IB37, in exoMs 
of SS million be divided among the States in proportion 
to the number of their Represer.tatives m Congress, to 
be paid in quarterly installments and to be retuRMd to 
lbs Untied SlatM wrfien requbttd by Cbnqran. Thrao In- 
stallments wer© paid, amoimting in all 1o $29,101,644.91. 
Payment ol the fourth installment was postponed in- 
ddbiltaly by od ol October 2, 1837. No part of IhaM 
payments hns ever been rehmied by the States. 

Other payments to States from the proceeds ot laiid 
tdes wero authorized by act of September 4, 1841 
(5 StoL L. 453), but vnn diiooatinued by act of August 
301 180(5 SM. L 567). 



THE BOUNDARY LINES OF 
THE states'* 

MAINE* 

The fini cfaarter that related to the area forming the 
Pfeeent Stale ol lifaiaa (fig. 4) was thot granted by 
Henry IV of Franc© to Pierre du Gasl, Sleur de Monts, 

in 1603, known as the charter of Accrdirr; it embraced 
the whole of North America between the 40th and 46th 
d egr e es of norih latitude. Under this charter several 
exploring expeditions along the coast woro made in 
1604, 1605. and 1606; and in 1606 it was decided to 
Budn a permanent settlement at Port Royal, now 
Annapolis, Nova Scotia. No af'empts were rr.Tde undnr 
this charter to plant colonies wilhin the limits oi ih© 
present State of Maine. 

By trie? first :rh::rtpr of Virginia (see p. 92). granted by 
James I jn 1605, the Icmds along the coast of North 
America between the 34th ond 45th degrees of north 
lotituda wero given to two componiea, to one of which, 
ttw Flymoufli Goinpany, uras assigned ftiot part of North 
America Includlnq the coast of New Englorvd. The first 
colony In Maine was planted on the peninsula of 
Scdatno. ot Htm mouth of the KennebeeBlvw. now Hunns- 

'*^n Point on August 19, 1607. by f^eortje Pophnm. 
The colonists returned to England in the autumn of 

leoB. 

<*P«r 4 c«cid«n*«d hl«lo<ie*l dMCrtpUer. ti;« l,r>i.r:i\:i«i, at 'hr> 'Jmt*d 
SMia. IM Encjctapidia Aaarlewa U33D, <r 4. p 339-342) Thi> vMm 

■ A gaawal illii liwliiii d fli* bnundniM ol dw N«w fingUnd SlalM 

ii 9IVMI by Cushisi^ (1920). For rel«rer,ce !u «4r'y Toya<?M ot sh» M^*nh 
B*n to tcoland, Or*«oIand. «nd ih* Kew Y^'jltuid coast aiiout ih* y«a.r 
IflOOi, m Pnbto (1917. UO-iah Kehl (IMS, v. t, chap. 2)j Qfcr 
(1«U. 
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Fames I, in 1620, granted a dvirlsr to ft« Plyiaoalh 
Company, in which n:ay be found the {ollawbig wOfds 
(Thiope, 1909, v. 6, p. 1829): 

Wbc ti'j.ct-ry. • • * Do • • • grant, atdalna and ntabllih, ihai all 
that Qkuii. CooUbmiI. Pnetadi. aiiil Unttls In AmMln, lying and 
b«ln9 la BmiMi tnm. Tmarr Oagmt «i JfofiMrir LMttud*, iiom iIm 
Eqpmaelldl Um. Ift Fctlr«i4lit OtqiM* «f A* sdd Hgnhvly lnUnam. 
■ad in hnglk by all th* Brndth afoNMld duDoglwai Ae MiiBe Land, 
ttom Sm ^ Sm. wMi stt the Sms. Rlvtcii. MeMdi. C^mImsi SbIimsi 
Rm*. ud HawBt, wltUn dw Os^im. tMetuot. and LfaalHi gf 1h« 
said LMHuds and Langlhsk. ihaU to Ih* UnMs. mi Bounds. «ad 
PMCiBeto al th* mcqimI Odioiif! Aad to liw fiid lhat dw atid IM- 
tocym may forsvsr herwaitn b» more particularly and cvrtainly kltewa 
and dtsiin<7uishcd. our Will and Pleaauie is, lhal lha sam* shall IceK 
h«nc«lofth be nomlnatad. M w wA and calM by Itw Nhw of Nsi^ 
England, in America^ 

WUliam Alexander, Earl of Stirling, claimed that 
under a giant givsn in 1^1 he was entttied to land 
on the coast of Maine which bad been grantsd to ftie 

PlyniQutl:! Company, and by direirtion o! lames I that 
company Issued a patent to him CThorpe, 1909. v. 6, 

p. ie2i> 

for « ftaei of the wamalanil ol Haw SbghaA bastautaia al Sdat CMb 
■nd trotB thmo* MiMiidlnq tlow Ik* saae o a i i i» Panuqiiid aed Hm 

river Keoneback. 

The heirs of the Earl of Stirling sold ftat tract to (he 
E>uke of York In 1663. 

In 1622 Copi. John Mason and Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
oblafaied from council of New Ehglond (PlymoufM 

a grant o: lands lying between Ihe ?v!en!mc:ck and 
Sogadohock (Kennebec) Rivers and extandin<; back to 
fiu» riven and IcdESa of CSomada. This tract was named 
the Province of Maine and included New Hampshire 
and itie westefa pdt of Maine. Mason and Gorges, 
in 1629, by mutual consent divided their territory in 
two by Pisootoqua River. "Hiot part east ol this livar 
was rellnettdshed to Gorges, who coflad It MafaM^ 

The charter of the Plymouth Company WOS Surren- 
dered to the King in the year 1635. 

IGng Charles I, In 1(99, gronted o charter to St 
Forditiando Gorges which ^•^r^Jnl!y confirmed the pat- 
ent qivon to him by the Plymouth Company in 1622. 
Tiiti iDl:ov.':ng extraa from that charlSr (Thaip*, 1909. 
V. 6, p. 1626) dsiflnss the bou n dori w : 

All that Am Puipan* and Psrooo «l Hw Vfayn* Land* «f Mw 
Btqlan} alor«aaid b^gtnnio? att itia •ntianoa of PMuslawsy Hatbot 
and ae* <e passe upp lh> same into ih* Rhrar W awfcha w iBoefca 

«nd through lh« same unio the jur*.hesl heade ihareof and from thenca 
NonhwAs^wards tilt one huiulrad and iw»nhr mtlas be* Unished and 
livrri Pts-'-iijwav Hjrb-r rr.:;u:h il-_-r>.':i.ti N ; r'.h---.sslwaidB eitnq fh* 
S«a Coasts to Saqadahock* and upp the River th«r«oi to Kynybequy 
ta<m and nmeqli ft* sine Me tlie faMd* IfaaNei and iaio ifae Lmd* 
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FIGUBE 15.— Phncipol meridians and 
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base lines used for public land surveys. 
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PRINCIPAL MERIDIANS AND BASE LINES 

COVtRNlNG THE U\ntD !>IAltS PUBUC LAND SURVEYS 

A(tl|ili*il lfi.«1i I. \ l>r|ll If* lnr«-t(iw Huri-*u<)i t cnif MMifjppAirnt 
rriiK »|«#t MfVtifwni jfwl Bjm- iir^^t f,nft>»i%g Unriw/ 
U*l(^ nrfilH ttji*l liinv>% in«p. Wjkltin^urt l*AA 



nj|**« inilii jic f \tjhlr«hrm*ni c>4 iniliiil points 
ill iiivi kurvr> 



FIGURE 16. — Principal meridians and base lines in Alaska. 
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Nec1hwutwar>is ^n;iU on* hundred and twanty myitt bM aodiid 
iNteg «ocompl«d from ih* mouth oi Sagsdaliock* and horn th» period 
of CM hundred arxl twenty mylei aforesaid to cioue over Laoda lo 
Ifae one hundred and Iweiily myle* end loflBMiy ledioned upp talo 
(be Lande from PasotUway Harbor Ihrou^b Nvmrkhewanodca River 
and aim the NortU b«Ue M Ihe Mw «f SlMilM loqeatiiar wife iba 
klM «t CkpawoA tad Ifewtteui bmw Cup* Cad m iIim ill Hw 
Mand* and Oetla tyeinqe wUbln five Imqum of the Maya* all tlosqe 
ilw ifaMMid* CbtM bMWMM liw afonwld iUiw of IteiiH^ 
Sma^hock* wtth «ll CMm Hwrmi Md Hufam dMnoato 

Btayndera of all and sLmruIar the laid Landes Mvert and ^emtiM. AO 
which Hid Pari Purpart or Porcon oi the Mayne Lande and alt and 
every the Premiaaei herein before named Wee Doe for us our helres 
and lucceaeott create and Incorporale Into One Province or Countle 

And Wee Doe ntoise ■r.rcic>"no nzi-i appc.ynl thit fhe P'^rrcr. oi the 
Mayne Lande and Pf«mis,'E-8 al orsjiid ehsli ic.-eve.- lie:t-al:er t** caUfcJ 
and named The Prcvm-o -r Coixniio nl M.^ynn 

In 1664 Charles II granted certain islands on the 
cookt and a laiqe imitory west of Connecticut River 

(see New York, p. 74. for the bcundarios) to the Duke of 
York, who had the preceding year purchased a part 
of the present State of Maine from the h«fn of tbe Earl 
oi Stiritng; the 1663 putdMM won for a llim called 
PeincKiuld. 

In 1674 Cherries H made a new grant to the Hnjko oi 
York in substantially the some terms as that of I6&4, 
tndudnkr as beiar* a pari of Mediw. <Sm New York, 

p. 75.) 

In the year 1677 Ferdinondo Gorges, a grandson oi 
Sir Feidlncmdo Gorges, sold and gave a deed of th* 
Provtrscp of Mcrlne lo John Ushur, a merchnnt of Boston, 
for £1,250. In the sair.e year Ushur gave a deed of the 
some territory to the governor and company of Masso- 
diuMtti Bay, who had received a grant from the coun- 
cil of Plynioufh in IffiB. cenfimrad by die IQng in 1629. 

Pemaquid and its dependencies, forming Cornwall 
Oounty. under the iuiiaddion of New York, wew on- 
nMted to ths New ^x^fictoA oownmonl bf <x loycd older 
dotad SemaodMr 18. 1886. (Hcdns HiaL Soe.. 18S7. v. 5. 
p. 4J 

Tho charter of MasMchuMtto Boy of 1629 Iwvin? 

been canceled in 1684, William and Mary in 
granted a new one incorporating the Provinces of Mcdne 
end Aoodki, or Nova Scotia, aid thecolontee oIMcbso- 
rfiusotts Boy and Plymouth into ono roynl Province by 
the name ol the Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England. The right of government over the district 
oi Mertno ilniB aoqubvd was eoNcclMd by Mcnaoehu- 
foNs until 1819, when measuree were talcen to odinft 

Maine as on independent State;"'" Congres.i, ny crct ap- 
proved Mardi 3. 1820 (3 Stat L 544), effective March 
IS, 1820. adndltMl Main* to 1h» TMon. 

Tho norih and ecial boundaries were fixed by the 
United States and Great Britain. (Seep. 12. 13,17, 18.) The 
g«oqii^iliic pcMltleii of Ifa* axlMino norft point of Maine, 

-llii MiiiiiiliieilM ta^Hiia Mi «l |w» lit HK eid S. M. 



59 

■ouNBMir UNH or TMC CMnn 



which falls in the middle oi the Sl Francis River, is 
lot 47°27'35.8" N., long 69''13'30.4" W. 

The western boundary was for a long time a aoutoe 
(A contention between Maine and New Hampshire, la 
1731 commissioners from New Hampshire and from 
Mosaochusetts, who had been appointed to fix Ihe 
boundary, met but were unable to ogree. New Kamp' 
shire appealed to the King, who ordered that a settle- 
ment should be made by commissioners from the neigh- 
boring IVo vin cea. The board met at Hampton in 1737. 
The comminloniane fixed on substantially the present 
boundary, wording their report as follows (New Hamp- 
shire Hist. Soc, 1827, V. 2. p. 27.1-278): 

Beijtr.mni; at the entrance of Paacitaqua H&rbsr, and «e lo pan up 
the same lo the Hiver NewhichWHSlt. Sed thro' Ihe same mio the 
AinlMteet head Iheteof. and htnee nm eeMh 2 dieMW wwl till 130 
oritos wm Ui^ed, iram tb* neudi ol pMcttem HtHMT. or ueld H 
flMli vrtlh Hi* Matwt/* other govenuwnu 

This boundary was conftnned by the King. April 9, 
1740 

In 1827, difficulties having again risen about the 
boundary between Maine end New Hampshire, com* 
missioners were apvpointed from each State lo determine 
it The line agreed to by the commissioners in their 
report, dated November 13, 1828, is described in "Re- 
solves of the Ninth Legislature" (1828-29) of Maine (p. 
39-43) OS follows: 

The Report of the Commmionore appoini'.^J Lr his ).1<;«9!y'8 order 
In Cmmd) oi Fehfuajy 52nd 173S and cor^irrr.txj hy his order o( 
lbs 3th o: AriLl. 1740, hivir.i-j o; lAhl.nhcd 

'T-,ni ihe dividing Une shatl pass up tfuxjuqh the mou'h of PtscatiKpia 
Hiibji. and up the middle of the river of Newichwannock, pari cf 
vrhtch is now called the Salmon falls, and through Ihe middle ol the 
same to Ihe farthest head thereof. 6c.," and "thai the dlvidlnq Una 

flhaU pMi ibi lata o< BMtet. and nm thiaugit dte Middle of the 
Bdim. 1nIw««a die Mmdi l» die sm on Ae wiilMjr afde," &c. 
We hMM not diwd U hmmhit te ^Kmamem oer aomy wdl «• 
arrived nsrtfa, at Ihe hMd gl StlMH fdb (iftr: wWdi waa i h lwiiiliiii l 
IV SfyiMri;, «t Ms aumr IR f ffl i» bs at Ifae eidht «f MpondL 
bMWMN the towns of WaMMd and SfaloMqh. Tnm *M potni wm 
ham stirvwrvd «nd mnksd die line ai iailem. yias We eooHMmd 
•I fli* Bryanl reck, taMwn luch br iradraen, wlilcli Is 4 ncfc to die 
middle oi Salmon falla river, at the outlel of Eaatpond, ^beul ik iMt 
in lenqth. three feet In breadth, three feet In depth, md two fMt 
unii'-r 'he ajr.'i-^^ ol ih» w^:9^, ns 'ho dam was at the Una of lite 
survey, to wit, CX^isiio: 1. 182'-^: lajd alono b<«rs soulh 71* weal. Ihree 
rods and eight links from a lar^ie roci: on ihf) ^^storn hnnic. marked 
"1827," and b«««ri *)9^ from a rcc-lc near iho rr.iU dam [matked "H") 
north 1S"JQ' v/o:1 a:iJ dulani 12 r-.Ja ir-.d 21 ImXa Ai Ihis pn'.n- 
the variation of the needie was ascertained tc bo nine desreet west. 
From Ihe above stone the line is jwnh 7* 4'.' ea^i, S78 rods to Eaat- 
pond, and eroMine lb» peod 311 foda In width, to a ateo* MantnMDl 
whkh we eneisd iw OB Ifae bMk. ^eat thiee Mi Ml iHlf fMl 
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BOUNDARIES OF THE 

UNITtO STATIC ANO THE CKVeRAL STATU 



I «i Ik* qnmi, awM N on lbs wMl rids «dd M 
, iMA dMoipUan «ppliM i» all HwaloM aonoBianti 
nlMt Misy ST* oIlMrwlaa parHaibrly d*- 

•erllMd: thenc* )h« Mine couiM. 22S rods, lo Foi ridge and (o a 
■tone iBcmument. which U placed upon 1h« north aide ol the road thai 
:ead5 from Wait-ljuld Id Sh.iploiqh, lhnr.:9 200 rodi to Dalch'E p<:'nd- 
ftCTosa ihe rcnJ. J'^dn — armr; n p«nin*ula 56 reds .irrijss a 

CDvo M r.Tdi and 17 liiiks. ai-Tosn a s>_-rr.r.J por-inrul.i. 4B rrdj: SCTOH 
a aecoad cove. 27 lods 10 links: thence 3?0 tods to the rood lea-jfnr; 
iron NewUeld to Wakedeld and a alone montunenl, eracled oei Diu 
north side ol the idtne. near CanipMiiall'a heustt lhance ncith 6*10' 
east S90 rods, to the lio* el nHtealMd, to • StoM doouibmiI wUh 
•ddUioiiil OMifc "1128." At lUs pOM ttw wMtoB «l 1h* iMMi]» wu 
isund to bs •*»' WML TliMus mm* coyn* Sll nd*. entilna the 
«ad «l hotrtaes pond i» » hbm meniMiMm m th* PhiMnAsW tOKl. 
near tba bouaa «r Jaatw Andrvwi, dao with addUtonal naifc "IBMi" 
IhiiBBi aarth B^Sf «as4. 208 rod* lo lha old comer-stona ef RWnghain. 
about two faal abova the ground, and not marked- Ittenea north 
8*55* east. 277 rods, to a rvur.d s-nn^ fthr-u: ihr<H> ffTPt cii.^meter 

and two feet high, marked N And U, by -.ho r-jsH uvr-r. T.twIo s Hill; 
thence north T'il' fail. 631 rods lo a alone ra nurr.LTii on the road 
leading irom Pi»ra'.nU<?:d lo EHItvjham At thii );olr.i !he vnrtsHfm ol 
the noodl*; was frund to ^-.o 1"3C' woril ihen'"*^ nrrih yd2' ^^asl 734 
rods to a pirve stump, upon a small islmd In O,r.lp«o nvpr 51 Iho J-.-t 
ol the (alls: thence north 10* east. 30 rc-Js, 'n a .•:-cni> men urmn- on 
lha north side o< the new road (rom Ponar l« EHangbaia; Ittaoca tha 
aama eourse. 556 roda, lo lha lop of Bald liw 
flBinai, ai« mdi, to lha top of Biddgid Mouirtdni fei 
m rodi, to a Mom namiaiMl on tha noflh slda of tha read 
iKin tatar to bloB. At tMs polM lh» VKlaliaB ol tha 
ionnd to b* VW wmm dwne* Mith Mat. fU nA. to Ci«i«ad 
lisHStolai Hi a nw aama couraa. 87 tods, to tha eomar el EMon: ihence 
aima eoufia. 78TH lodt. lo the comer of Conway; Oience same course. 
610(6 rods to a stone mon.irrpn' or. iho souih side- j( Ih.? :-jsd '.Mdi-T 
from Brownfteld to Conway -onTo -honro n.>itK 3' sasi 871 :wH5, 
to a stone monument cn iht? sc-ih sido ol the road lenHi-T frcn 
Fryeburq viltuqw Ir, Ccnwiy — at -his pn;n1 IV.p varistlon ol the fi<'<-dl(i 
was lound Id bp 10" we?l Ihence same lcjijiv A rods, to a Elcnn 
monument on the north side of the same road theoea aodh 8*15' 
east. 102 rodi. to Bu» river; Ihenco aana couiaa IB tedi, aenas said 
Iteaoa «■!■• covna M4 leda to a steiw aioinMMHt en (ba load 
to Fiyabuiv vHhign. «a «• aoith aide ei tha il««r. IMa 
sani ii BWiiBad as bafena daaoftad and la libeut elglil fast hWh 
aanw eoima 142 nda to Ballaid'B IMI Pend: 
Ihanna aana course 61 rods six links across said pond: 'hcnee same 
course 344 rods to a stone monument on the east skin <^ Chatham 
fMd. 'honco lamo -ci.rse 690 rod 9 lo tdmbdH's Pond; thence same 
couisa 166 rods across said pood: thane* aama eeuna 60 led* to a 

From ^Timballs Pond the line was •xlended north- 
vnnd for about 77 milee on a general ooiirw which has 
rinoB bean fatmd to b«ar tdjout 2* west of Irue north. 
Ibm last morlc on the line was a large yellow-birch 
tree on the divide between the St. Lawrence River end 
the rivers miming south. The total distance, as meas- 





ured, from Oils tiw to SdmanRlvarPcdb wot 112 nllM 

233 rods. 

The Laotslaiiim oi Maino appfoved the nnminfawion- 

ers' report February 28, 1629, and tVin pTirf ncticn was 
taken by tho Legislaluie of New Hampsmro luly 1, 
1829, 

Between 1828 and 18S8 considerable parts of the 
almost unbroken forests through which the line of 

1827-26 was run were cleared. Forest fires swe;;! mat^y 
large tracts oi this tenilory, and am a consequence the 
marks of Ihe 1827-28 survey for distance of nooily 80 

miles — most cf which woro biazcii trees, only seven 
stone posts having been set in this distance — were 
eblltarated, so tiiot tftsfe remodned secBcely a vesllg* 

of (he originn! !ine. The adjoining lands hcn'ing become 
valuable and litigation being imminent, she legislatures 
ol the two States in 1858 provided for another survey 
from Fryeburg to the Canada Une, which was made in 
•.he same yf^ar. The line as then surveyed is as follows: 

Til- r-Mr,i 'lomn-moed at is an iron post situated on ihn line i--f. in 
aocofdatic« witti the "Treaty of Washington, of August 9. 1842," as 
IIm boundary between tha United Stales and the ptovittce ol filllBrtn. 
at Iho comers ol the Stales ol Malno and New Hampshire. 

A large flat stone was placed on the southern lace of the monument, 
and nadcad "IBSB— N.R. Ma.." en aUhar rida o< a Una cut in aald 
•lenafaaarlav dwdkeeMon el lha Stoto'a liaav vh; aoMfe. alvlil i 
waat. tttm (hia petal lha Ihia b south atgtri dagieaa wa» 
leda aa«m Itnika to a larqa yallew Uich siidi, fha noidiam 1 

of the former survey. 

The iron post above referred lo is called (he Crown 
MonuBient ond is mark 475 of the International Bound- 
ary Smviy of 1915. In geogniphfo posilkin is lot 45* 
16^0.0", long 71 "05^.4". The line was 4ien nm south 
to an old monument 60 rods north of Kimbnl!s Pond.** 

In 1874 the boundary line between Maine and New 
Hampdtire was iseunreysd (HUdioodc. 1874, p. 173). 
and ia 1927 the legislatures ol the two States authorized 
a retracement and remarking of the line irom Salmon 
Foils northward to the Canadian line (Maine Public 
Ltws of 1927 chop. 21: New Hampshire Public Lows 
oi 1927. chap. 114). 

This survey was made by A. T. Fc-^ler of the US. 
Geological Survey. It commenced in 1927 and was 
completed In 1929. The line was cleared 4uoughout its 
entire course rmd was marked by bronze loblets set 
either in stcme posts or in ledges. A total oi 122 tablets 
were set and numbered serially from fhe south end. 
Connections WBW iDode to trlangulaHon stadons where 
practicoL 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

The first charter of V;rt7inia, qrantod i.n 1606 (see 
p. 92). included the territory oi the present State of New 
Hompehire, as did fhe ehaxter of New EiaQlaDd< granted 



The r.oles at thji survey may bV 
lour lor 1$S9. p. 764-767 
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in 1620 (see p. 55), and the orant to Capt. lohn Mason 
ocnd Str Fwdincmdo Gorges of 1622 (see p. 35). 

Tha prasldmt ond omxncil of N««r Gnoland mod* a 
gran', to Ccrpt. Ichn Mcscn in ]629, in which the b-ound- 
coiss were given as lollowa (Thorpe, v. 4, p. 2434): 

All y* part tt y* Mtia* land in Nmr Otghad lytoq upon y* taa 
Coula haqiBBlBa tas y* Mrtdli put oi Mwil mi A RImt & beam 

■irat 4 Mft itmttdt up w** to y ' •* rtnr S to y* JwOmm bawl 

fliiMiad (nm y* Slnt •nttwic* e< p*Mcattaw«y thrar £ «1m Inn 

MafTtaMcIc* through y* i* Rtvac 5 to y* hirihaM liaad thereof & see 

(orward up in'-j •/' iir.i V.'os-v/.in-.s until! Threescore mllse iir.ish^d 
and I: -a ihcn.-c 1.- czj^z cvtfr land to y* Tlire«»cofo rnilos orsd 
accouniad Ir t. r.i3; i M" 5^'- >y nrer Ic-selher w" all Islands S IileUs 
w'* in ItVB JeAquos dia:anc» o< y* pr«ml>»s ^ *biH?fnr? upcri y* sdine 
or any parte er parcell Ihereol " ' ' w'" ' ' * Ii.-m: " ' ' C3; ' John 
Mascn w" y* conieni ot y* pro^icjeni i counaU inisnds 10 rume K«w 
Hampshire. 

In 1635 dia grant of 1629 was confinned by a supple- 
m«ntary grant, of whidi ihs following is on extract 
(Thorpe, 1909, v. i, p. 2441; Uphojn, 1920): 

AU r' pM o< y* mm* tend ol Nw Bngtoad tknt^ bttog fmrn y* 
mMm pnt d Wiiiimlr>rir rivar & ten Hham to pneaad. EM waidi 
■Inag y' OaM to dp* Abm 4 immd abmt y* ant to paMcattap 
wiiy haifaaar A m* knmd* tip w** in y* fivar «( Nawfckawaiwck 4 
to y- Jvftait katd of y* aaid iteat & Imb Immw NarthwHtto 101 ail 
adiaa ba Haiahad froM y* (inl anhano* el paweatlaway haibour S 
«toQ» feen Naanksck tbrouijh y* ftvar Omoal up into y" land %»aai 
Sbly mOaa bam w'' p*ri9d to croaa over land to y* slxiy miles end 
accounted from pasfcattaway ihrouijh Nowi ccv-a-i -t nvcr "o y' la.id 
north west alcret'' S also all y' y* scuth hili ^: y' ialirs oi Sltolds iul 
w" ;ii di w'* y* coMoni cl y* Ccundll (hall bom henceforth tie 
caiUd Nev. Hunpshlre & alsoe tenn thousand of land tn 

Now England afores^ or. y* south east par' "i i ir.ih :<:V it y" mcuth 
6 antittnee thaiaot Inm bancalotth lo be called by y* name ol Maaonia, 

TliA 1635 gnuA to 1h» colony of Ke%r HotmpsUi* in- 

eluded the south half of the Isles of Shoals. State sov- 
ereignty over the territorial waters between the isles 
and the mainland beconw cm issue between New 
Hampshira and Maina wllh Ihe ir.croase of fishing. 
ITsRnnion of the common boundar/ by ccjsrdinates and 
azimulh has b9f?n acrreeci upcn by the Slate Govern- 
ments. At the present time (1975), the final decision 
owolls a consent decree by the U.8. Supreme Court. 

Af'er the death ct Capt. |ohn Mason, in DecefTirier 
1635, the aiiaiis of (he colony coming into bod condt- 
Hon. the colonists sought the protection of Massachu- 
setts in 1641 and enjoyed it till 1675, when Robert 
Mason, a grandson oi lohn Mason, c^tained a royal 
decree, under which, in 1680. a colonfcd Qovemment 
was established. But no charter was given to the col- 
ony, and its government was continued orJy during 
the pleasure oi the King. The commission or decree 
issued by the King in 1680 io John Cult oi Portsmouth, 
names the following UmUs for flie colony: 

Province ol New Hampshire, lying & oi->-Tiuii. i irom three miles 
oodhwafd of MeMmack Rivet, of any port thereoi to y* Provtoca 
ItUna, 
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In Ihe year 1690 the Province of New Hampshlie was 

again taken under tlio .'urisdict'.on of MassadUlieltB 
Bay. but in 1692 it was once more separated. 

A controversy that arose between Hie Provinces of 
New Ilairipshiro and Mn.'i.sacrh jaQtts Bay involved not 
only tiio boundary between New Hampshire and Maine 
(see p. 59) but also that between New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts. The commissioners appointed by the 
two Provinces having been uncdsle to agree. New 
Hampshire appealed to the King, whc ordered that the 
boundaries should be settled by a board of commis- 
sioners appointed from the neighoring colonies. Tlie 
board met ort Hamptcn in 1737 and sutmi'lcd a condi- 
tional decision to the King, who in 1740 declared in 
council fSlade. 1823. p. 9 

dni tha nofdwiB boundary of ilta nwtoca «f Mamrhmaiia Im a 
abnUw cwa Him, pumdns lba<Mina «f Ibe UanliBaefc rt*ar, at dvaa 
Bidaa dK lance, on iha nQflb aid* HmmoC faagtaalBe at te AtaNe 
OeaoD. and andlnq at a point dii»aaiA afFHiiledM fills [now LBWiffl], 
and a iftsJiihi Itoa dra«m (ram Utanee, dua wsat Ul S naalt wllh Us 
Malesly's c'het Governments. 

Now Hampshire had clai:T.ed her soviihern txiundary 
to be a line due west from a point on the sea 3 miles 
noffli of fte mouth of (he Meiilmack River. Mossaduj^ 
setts had clalrnGd all the !f»rrl!ory within 3 n*.i!es north 
of any part oi die Mefn.T.ack River. The King's decision 
gave to New Hampshire a strip of territory, more than 
50 miles in length and vor^ng in width, in exoew ol 
that which she claimed. This decree of the King was 
forwarded to Mr. Belcher, th^r. qcvemor of fcoth the 
I^ovinces of New Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay, 
with instructions to apjdy to the respective assemblies 
to unite In making the .'■;i>ccssary provisicns for run- 
ning and marking the line conformably lo the said 
decree, and If ellher assembly refused, the other was 
lo rraceed ex parte. Massachusetts Bay declined to 
comply with this requisition. New Hampshire therefore 
proceeded alone to run and mark the line. 

George Mitch^ and Richard Hazzen were appointed 
by Governor Beldier to survey and naifc the line. 
Pursuant lo this authority, in February 1741, Mitchell 
ran and marked the line from a point on ihe seocoost 
about 3 mUes nortti of ihe oiauft of Ihe Mefrimack 
River '.o a point about 3 miles north of the Pa-,«+.irkel 
Falls, and Haszen, ;r. hiarch fcllowmg, ran and markwd 
a line from the point 3 miles north of Pawtucket Falls 
across the Connecticut River to the supposed bound- 
ary line oi New York, on vdxil he then ''™—t*^ to he 
a due west eoinse from the ploos of beginoino. He was 
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Instructed by Governor Bsldwr 1o allow for o westerly 
variation of the needle oi 10°, The report of liie sur- 
veyors has not been preserved^ but the jotunol of 
Hanen has been knmA, It wa» publidNd in flw New 
England Historleod ood Geneedogleal ftegistor, ]uly 
1879. p. 323. 

Siifaeequenl InvestiQOllon has proved that Hdawi'e 

line was net n:n on a due west course, iho allowance 
for the westerly variation of the needle beiny loo large, 
teowintj the line north of west. This mistake seems to 
have been known prior to the Revolution. In 1774 cal- 
culations were made by George Sproule. founded 
upon actual surveys and accurate astronomical ob- 
eervotions, bain which he detaimiiied Ifaot Hcasen'a 
line was bo fenr north of weal en to lose to New Kamp- 
ehire a tract of lai^d computnd at 59,872 acre;^. (New 
Hampshire H. Jour., 1826, p. 304; WiUiams. 1794, p. 379). 

hi 1625 eonunisslenen were opptrtnted by the States 
of New Hampshire and Massachusotta 'o ascertain, 
run, and mark the line between the two States. New 
Hampshire asaerled her dalm to a d\i»weBt line, oon- 
formab!o to tho decree of 1740, it bcinq oppcrcnt from 
a survey made by tlie commissioners that tho original 
line was north of west. The Maaeachusctts coin.-nls- 
atonaiB lefuaad to run such a line, dleglnq that they 
were empowered only to ascertain and mork the origi- 
nal line. 

On March 10, 1827, the Legislature of Maraachusetts 
passed o resolutlen providing for the erection of durable 

monuments to preserve the boundaiy ll.^.e bstween the 
States ol Massachusetts and New Hompshire, as the 
sonra hod boo n ran and asoertotned by the coinnils* 
sioners (see Massachusetts Legislature Resolves, 1827), 
and monumenis were erected occordingly. 

In IB8S die loint eoramisslon eqspeinted by (he States 
of New Hfimpsliire and Massachuset's reran and 
marked the curved portion of the boundary following 
the eouise of fhe Menlmaek fOmr, changing it only to 
a trlfllnq extent, This commission was, hc-wever, unab'e 
to agree upon the boundary west of Powtucket Falls. 
The matter dragged along until finally in 18B4 this 
commission, together wlfii a commission representing 
Vermont, agreed to maintain ftie Hazzen line, and this 
line was retraced and re-rr.orked frorn Pawtuckst Fcdls 
to the northwest comer oi Massachusetts. 

Under the King's decree of 1740 the Province of New 
Hampshire claimed jurisdiction as far west as the ter- 
ritory of Massachusetts and Connecticut extended, thus 



including the present State of Vermont New York 
claimed all the country west of the Connecticut, under 
Ote dKxrtSfs of 1664 and 1674 to ttie Duke ol York. A 

bitter controversy ensued. In 1749 the C^vemor of New 
Hampshire wrote to the Governor ot New Yorlc as fol- 
lows (Slode, 1823, p. 10): 

I Attk 11 Mr (hSr * * * la ttaiMnlt lo ywv beriliaqr lb* dawaip- 
Hon ol N»w>H«inp«hira, m Dm IQng ha* ilrtiiwihwd It la Sw wordi «l 
mr cMBntwlaB. * * *. In eatiMquMiot of ttl> Mijwty's dvlnnlution 
ei lh« beundailM belvram N«w Hampfhto* Md MMMdnuaH*. a 

<iuv«yor and proper chainmen w»re appoinlod lo run tha wmlatn Mm 
from 3 miles i>onh or runi-to! Fa'lr and i-.l- :;ur/»ycr. upon oath, 
baa deelaiad thai it s'.rikos Hudson s flivoc, about -ji jtvty poles nor"h 
of wtim hlaliMdt's lUvar cobm late Hudmn'a Rlv«f . 

H, M>.Nf»i(Krn. 
The (oUowinq Is the description of the south bound- 
ary of New Hampshire as given by King George II to 
Benniag Wentworlh when Wentworth was apjxilnted 
qovernor. July 3, 1971 (O'Callaghan, 1851): 

* ' ' pnvine* oi N«w H»mr*lilf , within ow Doainlont ol N«w 
Qiglaiiid In Anmlea. iMmdad m the a«iih by a •imular Ourre Hae 
puMiiing tha Gbium oi tlw Macztoac Rlvar at Ibra* mliaa dlalaosa, od 
Si* Konii aidb Annul, liaeliinlng a« Nm MuMdk Ocmr « Hdlaa M 

• point dna ttenli «l a plac* «alla(t Pauniekat Falia, and Iw a Skal^t 
Lin* drawn bom (hanca diw Waal Oroaa dia aak) ftlvar tU H ctaala 

with our othar G cvL-mniMr-.l^. ' ' ', 

The south boundary af New Hampshire as surveyed 
between 18S5 and 1898 is marked by 50 large cut- 
granite monuments at irregular intjprvals. The initial 
point of this survey is the sou^west comer of New 
Hamp>shire and southeast cr;mer cA Vern'.ont, marked 
l>y a copper bolt in the top oi a block of granite set in 
a mass o( oonerele 6 feel squoie, "ot or near ordlnory 

low water lino" on the west bank of tha C(jrineL''.icut 
River, the geographic position of which is lot 42° 43' 
37.21" N., long 72»27'32,08" W. A witness mark ot 

polished granite, suitably inscribed, slards on tho 
Massachusetts-Vermont line, 582 feet N. 87°48' W. from 
the comer. 

From the Slate comer the line was run on a general 
course about 2V4° south of east (true bearing), measured 
distance of 57.84 miles to 

the tx^undaI/ pins monumnr:! s. allsd, flandong batwaan (ha town* 
ot Palhax. Now Haaipshi:.-- : DTaml, Maaatdniaatta. la the paaliiw 
land 9waad br Zaciwiiah Cofaurn. at « petal wkai* oaa O aoiin 
MUdtaU, aauMqw. maAad a pitch ptoa tree. Much 21, 1741, Hawa 
Mippeaad to ba 3 nliaa dna noilli ef a plaea ta tifaa Minfnadt lUvar 
fonaarlr calM Pawluclcal P«Ua. now Lowall. 

This monument is also granite, and its geographic 
posiUon is lot 42''41'50.25" N., long 71°19'22.02" W. 

From Alls point the boundary consists of a series of 
straight lines, approximately paralleling Msnimock 
R:ver and 3 nuJes distant therefrom. 

The terminal mark is a groniie monumeni, 42 by 14 
by 12 indies in size marked. 

S 8 
Mass. and NH 
1890 1890 
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on its south face and north face, .-especlively. Ii stcu-.ds 
on Salisbury Beach about 80 teet fa-om high-water line 
and 2S0 ia«t bom lewMmrtsr line of tiw Atlantic Ooaan. 

Its gec-grophic position is lat 42° 52' 19.28" N., long 
70''49'02.94" W. From this point the boundary extends 
for "Aim miles * * * to tha limit ol Slerte juiladictlQn" 
on a course 86°07'30" E. 

This survey was appioved by Massachusetts (act oi 
May 12, 1899, chap. 369) and by New Hampshire (act 
of Mar. 22, 1901, chap. 115). The acts of the Stole legis- 
latures give the complete notes of the surveys. Copies 
of the notes and many geographic positioni oa the 
lines ore given in the town boundary atlasee pt mpmd 
by the hoibor and land commission of Massachusetls. 

The question concerning the western boundary of 
New Hampshire was submitted to the King, who in 
1764 Toadm Hm fottowlav dscree (Slade, 18Z3, p. 19: 

At THt Cofirr or St .Iames. 

The iOtk </<jy "/ .'u!y. 176i. 
WhvrKu th«r« wu, this day rMd »\ th» board, .s le; -i' made by 
ths Right Heoenb)* iho Urd* oi dw CeoiayitM oi councti lot plaal*- 
MM dUis. cblid lb* 17iti oi iMs HHisM, Vfm eouldscing s np»- 

nlMlm le Um dupvm ilwt bav«, mom y**a sMtmnil bstwMH lb* 

llMie ffw tew « ■ MiJmIt. 
wu pis wd Vfllh lh» sdvlca tt Ua prtvf ooruncd to 
«mev» «l wbM to thsNia prapoMd, mi de(h aeeaiidtnaly, hatatir 
odar and dadara ih» wasiara banks of Ih* rlv«r CeaneetiMt. tnm 
wb*i« n MitOTt 1b» Provtnce of the MaisachusMts Bay, a> fat imrlh 
aa th« Jorly-fidh d»qn9 ci n-r-hnrn I.i'ii-.H.t |- no ihp h.- .n'-r.iry lin.T 
b«tw»en the said two ptovii,.»i2 u ;»ew Ha.-nr- itii.-L^ ana New York. 
Vi'i.fttfl-iio the respective Governors and CoTnT,>nr;~i: ■n ChM ol hl» 
Maios'y's »»ld Piovinces c4 New Haropshun a.-id K'-w York (or tint 
Uina t<n.-.q and ali others v.'-.:;:t; i: nny ';u.-L:H;ri ii" i:: ni- ijl'I.v 
His MdjcD:/ n pleasure heroby si-gruiisd •and govpm Ihemaetves 
acoordlnqty. 

Notwithstanding this decree of the King, controversy 
and violence continued for many years; but the line 
finally accepted and now tonaa the boundary 
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between flw States of New Hampshire and Veimcnt. 

(See p. 64. 65.) 

The northern boundary of New Hampshire, fixed by 
the British toeoty of 1842 (p. 17), Is described as follows: 

Commencing at the "C:o'«rn Mcnurnenl." so called. Iriow uion'jmor.l 
475 cf the Iniemai. Boundary Comm.) ai the intorserllssn d the N*w 
Hampshire. Maine, aiid Province cl u jeb".: t nindir.fs m latitude 
4S*18'20", lon^tludo 71'0S'D4". ihencp by an :nocrular 'ir.r a!i?nij 
the divide to Ihe head ol Halls Stream ai.J ac^wn Jlie m.daltf of ir.al 
sITMni to • line eslaolished by Valentine and Collin* previous to 
1774 as As 4Slh paralSol oi lattluda. 

The pnd ihis line in the middle cl V.alh Stream 
IS ir. la: 45 '00'48.7" N., long 7r30'C5.7" W. The New 
Hampshire- Vermont line then runs east for about 1% 
miles lo the west bank of the Connecticut River, the 
opp te a dm ote poeltton of which is lot 45'00'SO^ N., lonqr 
71°27'57" V;. Ttiis small area east of Halls Slre-am. 
known locally as "The Gore" (see fig. 17), is often 
Inoomdly ehiswn as a part of New Hampshire. 

A historiccl dGS'7r:pt:on of iho boundaries of New 
Hampshire is given by Horriman (1879, p. 550-SS8). 

The title to the New Hampshire area In ^ viebiity 
of the Cor.r.'>c".icut Lakes cind norlh o: the 45lh jrorallo! 
was for many years In dispute between New Hamp- 
shire and Omoda In 1829 the settlers in that looiillty 
organized an Inder^ndsnt republic, which was cal!«d 
the Indian Stream Terntcry. Lxnl q jverr.mer.l wa.- in 
otioct i^r.lil af-r-r the Ir.dirrn Stteam War, in 1835, when 
New Hampshire took control (Bacon, 1S05, p. 369-370; 
Faris, 1926. p. 33-43: \J£. 2Slh Cong., 1839, 3d sess., 
H. Rept 17^ 
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FIGURE 17.— "The Gora." at ttie norOwaat comer of Vennont 
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VERMONT 

Hw qfonla Irooi Kin? Ifeniy of Fhii)e» In 1603 end 

King lon-.es of England In '.ED6 both Included the terri- 
tory which forms the prosQnt State ol Vermont. It was 
also indudod in the charier of New England of 1G20. 

In the <7rants to the Duice oI York in 1664 and 1674. 
oU territory between the Connecticut and Delaware 
Rivers was inchided. New York therefore claimed juris- 
diction of the territory now known as Vennonl. (See 
fkr. 10. MaBMdioNtte, however, had node dotm crt an 
early period ^o Oie tract was*, of the Conr.eclicuf River 
that now forms a part ol Massachusetts; she claimed 
also the qraator port oi ttie Veimont l«rriloiy. 

By the terms of the charter of Massachuse^ts B<tv' of 
1629 (Thorpe, 1909, v. 3, p. 1847). thai coiony was 
granted all the lands 

wtiich lya. and ba wlihln <h* fp«c« o( thr«« DigUih UyhM le d>« 
Krrihw,iid o( lh» Mid Rivn callsd Monomaclc aUat MwiJHIIStlLi Of lo 
Uj» Horthwvd gi my and svwy Pan* ihanot. 

Under fliis douse, MoaaachuKltB Bay daimed Ihot 

its jurisdiction extended to a lino 3 miles north oi the 
northernmost part of the Merrimack River, such jurisdic- 
tion would embrace a large part ot New Hampshire 
and Vermont New Hampshire contested this clctiin 
and after several years' controversy was more tlian 
sustained by a decision of the King in 1740. (See p. 61.) 
New Hampshire in turn daimsd the tenitory <rf Veimont 
on the ground that, as MoBsochusetls and (Connecticut 

had been allowed to expend their boundc^rips wilhin 20 
miles of the Hudson River, its territory should go 
eqiudly far, and o o nl wi d ed ftal Ihe Kbit's decree of 
1740 left that falriy to be Inferred, clso that the old 
charters of 1664 and 1574 were obscleto. By a decree 
of the King, however, the territory west of the Connect] 
cut River, imn the 4Sth paraliel to the Mossochuaetts 
Hne, was declared to belong to the Province of New 

YcTk, (Sec New H-:mpsliir<j, p. G2.) As nioHl □! the .sptllprs 
oi Vermont were from New Hampshire, this decision 
of the King caused great dlssoHsldction, and the Revo- 
lution found Vermont the scene of conflicting claims 
and the theoter of violent acts, some culminating in 
actual bloodshed 

On January 15, 1777, delegates representing 51 towns 
comprised in tfie territory known as the "New Hamp- 
shire granis, " on th<j west side of the Green Moun- 
tains, declared the area an independent Stat©,*' to be 

«Sm U.S rourtMoth Cmtua, 1921. v, I, p. V, ml* SO, "Varaocil. 



called "New Connectlcul, aUss Vermont," but the title 
generally used m official papers ior several years 
flisnafter was "the New Hampshire grants." Siztesil 
towns in New Hampshire sought union with the new 
Slate, but this acHon was vigorously opposed by New 
Hampshire cii'.d was not approved by Uie Continental 
Cbngress. Massachusetts agreed to the Independence 
of VennoRl In 1761, and N^ Hampshire odfusted its 
differences with that State in 1782, but 8 years more 
passed before New York consented to the admission 
of Vennont to flie Union. Vetmonl in Ihe meonlini* had 
fixed upon a western boundary practically the same as 
at present, which was then described by reference to 
town boundaries as far north as the Poultney River, 
thence down the middle channel of that river to East 
Bay and not tt i wc iid to and duough the middle of the 
deepest channd of Inkm Champloin (Sbde, 1823, p. 
69-70, 193). 

Vermont was odmitted m <m todependsat State by • 

an aci approved Fsbniory 18. effsdlve March 4, 179J. 

(1 Slat. L 191). 

In 1767, astronomic observations were made on the 
eastern shore of Lake Champlain, and a mark was set 
at the supposed position of the 45lh parallel. From this 
point Valentine and Collins in 1772 surveyed and 
marked a line as (or east os the Connecticut River for 
flie eastern povt ci the nofflieni boundosy of the Piov" 
ince of New York fncw the Slate of Vermont). Recent 
surveys show that this boiuidaiy for its entire length 
is from a quarter of a mile to 1.1 milee north ol the 
45th parallel," but by Ihe convention between the 
United States and (Sreat Britain of 1842 the line as 
marked west of Halls Stream to the deepest port of 
Loke Champlain was agreed upon as part ol the bound- 
ary of the United States. The northwest corner of Ver- 
mont, which is Ihe nortlicast corner of New York, kdls 
in Lake Oiamplain, at lot 45''00'3B.9" N.. long 

Joint resolutions by the Lefjlslature of the Stale of 
Vermont, approved November 22, 1912, and February 
13 1913, authorized the institution of a suit in the 
Supreme Court of the Untied States for the delennina- 
tion of the position of tfie boundary line between ^at 
S'.ate and Now Hampshin?, Vermont in i'.s bill of com- 
plaint filed at the October term, 1915, asked that the 
New Hanpddre boundary line be dedared to be In the 
middle of the Connecticut River; New Hampahire in its 
reply asked that the boundary bo fixed at the high- 
water line on the west bank of the river, and that the 
north boundary of Vennont end at Halls Stream, rother 
than at the Connecticut River IVa miles forther east 

In an olSaa] r«|»Tl to Ih« G<»«n>« of Vannonl nada In IM. SaouMl 

W\^mri d*c}/LT«4 lhat YAs ofaserrallGru «how*'i ►hal the hotindaTT ol V«r- 
^nor.t n*ii.' Lti aAjlAm tarmlr.us wui f CI 14 .r. lourh c( '.ha 15th T^4r*Usl, 
a alalaaanl which wa« vraatlr tn onm, U h« c«ttnad le Iba 9aog?«plUe 



Uigitizea by CjOO^^k 



In i'.s. dccisicn of Way 29, 1933 i'm U,S_ sgGl. 'he 
Court ruled thot the boundary line between the two 
StolM followod Ihe low-werter mark on (h« wwt bank 
of the Connecticut River. 

The Court decreed that the boundary line should be 
n-.ari:ed on the ground and appointed S. S. Gannett of 
the U^. Geological Survey to locate and mark the 
points which it specified along the west bank. This 
work was completed and submitted with geodetic posi- 
tions, deeciiptioins of points, and diagrams in 1936. 
See report of Vermont— New Hampshire Boundary Line 
Commission 1934-1936. 

The south boiuidary of Vermont is port oi the north 
boundary of lAiasaditjaalls, which was fixed by the 
Kim in council under dale of August 5, 1740, and 
surveyed under Ihs direction of Governor Belcher in 
1741. It wets issurveyed and re-marked by commis- 
stonm lapMMnting the two Slates between 1885 and 
1896. This survey was oominenoed at Ihe northwest 
comer of MassachuscCs. a: a :r.onun.;-:;t con^ii^lu. ; of 
a granite post 8 feet long and 14 inches square set 
nearly S feet in the ground. The faces toword the dif- 
ferent States were marked "N.Y. 1898," "Mass. 189' " 
and "Vt. 1896." Its geographic position is lot 42^44' 
44.7" N., long 73''15'54.13" W. (1927 N.A.D.). From Ms 
point the boundary is a nearly straight line, beoring 
about 2* south of east (true bearing), and runs 4 1 miles 
to the southeast corner of Vermont, which n mark on 
the irast bonk of Ihe Connecticut River. A description 
of this mark Is driven on page 62.** 

The line bptv,een Vermont and Now York was sur- 
veyed and marked by commissioners from the two 
Slates in 1814 and Is as Jollows:** 

Boglnnlnq at a red oi bUck tree, the notthwasi corner of Maim- 
chuBoltj, and running nofth 82*20' west as Ihe magnsMr 
polnlod In 18M, SO chains, to a manumoni orocrlod for I'rr 5 j hwr.T 
comer of 1h* Slate o( Vermont, • • * which rocnumonl standa on tho 
brow o( a high hill. d*»c©nd)n!3 to the woBi. then nctthetly In a 
•traiqht line lo a polnl which is dislan! 10 chalna, on a couxso aoulh 
3S deqre*s west, from the motl wealeily cornet a lo) ol land 
diMlnquithad in ih* ncotda q4 tfa* town oi PowmI. In tlta Slal* «{ 
Vannent, m itw &llh dMiien «l A* H^ta OtnaHal Wdtea. Md 
wbleb. In torn ym ISU. owiwd mm! oeeuplad br Ateaham 
Votbaiqii,' Ihm Mfib 35 daetaaa MM. t» hM cormt and tSaui Itia 
imlatly iMimdi «( wrid IM, 30 etialM, la a flaea aa dw laity 
btak of Kosfck Rlw wham a haailodc h«« IwntotoM itgod. nottoad 
til Mid laeoida «a dw moal imdMriy eamar of aald Mt Ihaa aafHi 1 
daqxaa and SO a»iinlla« wail, S diaCna to a nomnMnl andad by lb* 
•Md wwlMlonw. t'^ndir/] on the wnlnly *Ida at Heilefc River, an 
Hw llMdt «)da o( Iho highway leading out of UoiJclt Sn'o Powna). snd 
near the norlhwenierly ccrnwr cJ the l-i : ic- ::-;:3inq Mid river; then 
iwrth 27 dagreei and 20 minutes east 30 chains, through tlw bed 
of the aald rivar, lo 4 tatqa lovndltli iwb on Uw Doiflwailarly banlc 

oTtie full nolea o< this •umy ara giran in the Stale acta ratHring it 
( Maasachuaatlfl Acts ol 1900. chap. 131. and Vermont Acts of 1900. chap. 
177) and alio in Ihe loBo aUaaai ol Ilia Barber and biad Cwnntieilon oi 
MasaacfauMtli; aaa nport at Sia iiiniiMlMlMian (MaandbnioHa tl. Dor. 

300. 1900). 

«llMr Talk Rar. Cm., IMS, tik ad„ r. I, p. m-m, Bwto « SiaSitni 
Mil nh ad,, V. 1, M. 
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ihaMof; flira neitii 25 daqiaaa wail. 16 diaia* asd 70 Vnkar Dnb 
iMrtb e Jagwa a mt. 1* dMtaa and W Haka, l» « widia cik Inai, «l 
Uia aeulliwMt eeraar ol Itia land oocupiad hi 1B14 hr Dmmms Wiliayt 

than norh 1 1 degrwa «a«l. 77 ctudnt, l» Ik* aoMh aid* af a highway, 
whorn it Is mel by a fence (Uvldinq Ihe posaesston of Mtd Thomaa 
V.'i'a.-'v, [i , If -] riTi.'ry Mint: then ncith 4f> di-jrc.r.T, c.^rA i, liria, 
lh*r, &o«{ii i>t #a&t, 2.6 chains Ur.l::;. 'h»'n m ji'h 

degrees eajl. 27 chains and ':C' htik^, 'o a btue-slale storo. ,ir-;nnt;y 
89t up for the southweal cornet oi t^e-nninglonj ihon norlh 1 esegreos 
and 30 minutes cisi. 46 mllos 43 chains and SO linics. to a bunch of 
hcrnbeain saplinqs on Ihe south iMnk of Poultney River, ihe northern- 
most of which was iriarked by said l&st-menlionod ct^mmUsionors, and 
from which a largo buttomut Ireo boars north 70 degrees west. 30 
links, a lai(;e hard maplo liee, sculh 2 chains and B€ links, and a 
wtiila aril iraa on Oia nodh aid* oi aaid rivar, north 77 degnea aaaL 
* * * lhan dims lha aald PouUnay Rivar, duough lha da«pa«l 
diannil thacaol, la Eiat Bay; than dneu^ iha alddla c< lbs daapai l 
dunoel of Ekat Bay and Iha walan fliapaol to w»>af» dw aane eom- 
laimleaia wUh Lak* ChanipllalBr lhan diicaglh Iha nlddla oi daapaat 
cbaimal el Idw ChaB^n 1e Hw oaaiwaid d tho lalinda caPad Iha 
Four Brathai*. and Itia waelwatd el iha Ulanda caUod tJta Grand Ida 
and Le«Kt I<la. or A* IVo Heieaa, and to iha waMwaid et 4ia hda 
La Molie to the line in the 4Sih degre« of nonh lalituda; Mlablldiad liy 
treaty (or the boundary line between the Unfled Stales and Ihe Billisl^ 
Dominions 

This line was changed in 1876 by a cession from 
Vennont to New York of a vwy sraedl area west of the 

village of Fair Haven and opposite the mouth of the 
Castleton I^iver which had been left on the west side 
of the Poultney River by a change in the course d that 

stream, describ-cd as fc'.Icws: 

All Iftal portior. .1 l!;r; 'i v, :; c; 1 Airaavor., ir. (he Ciiualy oi RusLarsd 
and State of Veri ; i J 1 , ,rj ; westerly from Iho middle cl Ihe d*ep««1 
channel of Poullney lliv«r, as it now run*, and bolwoea tJia roiddla 
of the de<?pesl channel ol said river ood Iba waal Una «l Itw Blala 
of Vermont as ai i>fesenl eMabllitkad. 

This cession was ittltried by GbnglMs Aprtl 7. 1880 
(21 Stat. L. 72). 

The Vermont-New York line was resurveyed and re- 
marked in 1904 from the Massachusetls-Vermont-New 
York comer north to Ihe Poultney River.** There are 
now 101 subetanDal stone monuments on fbls line, 
which is S4.6 miles In lenotb. 

Massachusetts'* 

The territory of Massachusetts was included in lbs 

first charter of Virginia, granted in 1606. and in the 
charter of New England, granted in 1620. 

Tor a report of Iho survey, a flat ol Una. aiul 4a«crlflleBa ami 
coordinales ol earn n>r'< tea Naw York Bwa ft i y ll H Il and Sl lis a' iw 
Hap(. lof 190«, p 301 -3«S 

•The InO lagal erne lur llMtadlwnBlli la "The GaaUiMWMMi tH 
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In 1628 the council oi Plymouth made a grant to the 
governor and oompoany of MossoctiuaeMa Bay in New 

Lngland, which was confirmed by thp Kinn. and a 
charier was (jranled in 1629, irom which ihe foiiowing 
em eztroctE (Tfaoipo. 1909, v. 3, p. IMfl): 

" • " Nowo, Knovre Yrv'. iS.ii Wee • • * have gjven ft'^H T:.iu':frxl 
****!! IhAt Pdito of Nawo EnqUnd in AiTHwica whlrh lyos and 
exlendes between^ d gicAte River Ihero comonlie -jl!i:d M :noniack 
lUvw. alku Mwfinuck River, and « cerien other lUvat lh««, oaUod 
Qwrtes nivmv Mug In the Bottome of a <rettaiD Bay iIwm. eonentle 
eillMl M *i>tr ln n » tt>. allM M«U«chiiM«i. stla* MaiMtuiMi 8«y; and 
ti»o «U and tfemulM IfaoM Undm «ndl HmdttHMiit wholTCarer, 
lylns wUUn Iha Spic* «l Km* Baqllsb MylM en th* South Ptoto 
«f IIm Mid Rtw, calbd ChwiM llwar. «r «i wqr, or wwmy P»ri« 
IhaMOii Md atw all and alngular Ih* Laodat HmdHMimtl 
wimlaMwtr. lyiiui and b*iix) wiihiii the apaea of Thrae Ckigllaha 
Mytoa la IIm leulhwatd of the Souihermoal Pdrie cf the Mid Baye. 
oallsd Mat«achuset1«. alLu MaMachusvtis, altu Mjissatusets Bay: and 
ih--^: aVi t! -r. lir if and Hetedilamenlx whalsoovoi. which lyo and 
bo within Iha Spaca of Three Enijllth My!e» to Iho Korthwaid of the 
Baid* River. call»d Monomack, aliai Merrymack. or to the Norwaid 
ol any and every Parte therecf. and ait Landes and Hereditaments 
whatsoever, lyetng within Iho Lymitti aforosalde, North and South, 
in Latitude and Bredlh. and in Lfr j'h and Longitude, ci and within 
all the Bredth aforeealde. thjc ilu^i ;;ie mayne Landas thoro, from 
Ifaa AilaMidc and Waatanta S«a and Ocaan en the Eaai Patie. la ifaa 
SmiOi Ba* an Ow Waal Parte; 

* * * Pravidad alwayaiw Thai If dw lald Undaa * * * wai* al <ha 
tyna e( Ilia QMunHim «f flta aaida feneat Lallan palaala, dalad (ha 
IMrd Day d Mmndbar, m (ha Gl4li.<a«allt Vam el «tir atM daare 
Fadaaia Ralqna afciaaalda, aetuaUla peaMaiad or lohaUiad liy any 
adiar Oirtatlan Prince or Stale, or were within Ihe Boundea, Lymytis 
or Tacillories ol that Soulheme Colony then before oiiunled by our 
Mid late F4i)ier * * * That then this preaent Graurt shaj: n t cyt'-.i 
to any such partes or parreMs thereof. * ' * but as to those partes or 
parcells * * ' shal be vi '-.M" voyd. thels presonla er atty ThhlQe 
Ihetein conlcyno^ tc -ho ,'ju;f notwiihatandinq. 

The charter of Now Enril;:i;d v.'r:3 surrendered to th© 
King ir. 1C35 (Tharr ^, 19C9, v. 3 p. 1860). 

The charter o( Massachusetts Bay, granted in 1629, 
was canceled by a judgment of th© high court of chan- 
cery of Enrjkind, lune 18 1684. 

In 1666 Pemaquid (part oi the present State of K^aine) 
and Its dependendea were annexed to Urn New 

England government. 

In 1691 a new charter wos granted to Moasochu- 
aelts Bay, whidi fnduded Pfymoutfi Colony and the 

Provinces of Maine and Nova Scotia. The following ore 
extracts irom this charter (Thorpe, 1909. v. 3, p. 1876): 

* * * Waa dea * * * will and CMayna dial iha Tanttorla* and 
OaHyBaa naanty eaUad er Imetwn by the Namaa of the Calcny oi the 
kfaaMdimalU Bay and CMony cf Naw Ptyminith the Piovtnce oi 
Wain Iha TteriMfla eallad Aecadia ot Neva Scetia and aU lhat tract ci 



land lylnq between* the said T. rrii-nr^^ ri N'cvj i' ;• ^ ani tha said 
Pioviivce of Main be fjocted Viuiea antl toe irj-irjl^i ' ' " info ona 
reall Provir.^ by the Name ol 0.it Province ot ^h? Wos.-.a ti ;!;- lis P-»y 
in Now England. * ' * all that parte of New England in America iyln^ 
arul Miondinq l«>m the greale River conionly called Monomack als 
Manlnaek on the Nortbpatl and trcn tbraa MUaa Norttiward ol th» 
■aid Nvor to (ha Altanlicfc or Watiam Saa ar Oeaan oa Iha Sooth 
part And a]l «ia Uada and HaMdnanania whatBearar iytos wllhln 
tha Hnme akiMaid and aztandtaiq aa fair aa Iha OaMmal PUnia «r 
Rmnontertaa ef Land eallad Cap* Cod and Otp* MaHilMt Morth and 
South and in Latitude BraadOi and In Laoqth and LoBgilode ot and 
within all the Breadth and Compaaa afotaaald throughout tha MWn 
Land them from the said AtUnllek or Waslem Sea and Ocean on (ha 
East parte towards Ihe South Sea ot V.'estwir- as fj- C>ut C.il-nyes 
ol Rhode Island Connecticut ajid th* Miu.iijjr.sel; Cvuaiity »U !>lac« 
all that part of porcon ci Maan Land beginning at the Entrance of 
Pescata way Harbour and soe to pass vpp the samo into Ihe River 
o! Newickowannock and through Iho same into the lutthest head 
ihereol and Irom rhonco K'^i»hw»stwatd till One Hundred and Twenty 
miles htt finished and T Lcal* way Harbour mouth aforesaid 

Nerih-E^waid alonq tha Saa CaaM Id Sagadabeck and irooi iha 
Period ol One Hundred and Twanty MOae d u taai ld le craaa owmt 
Imd to Iha One Hwidrad and Ttoamy Mlaa hafaaa lac&onad yp inle 
dia land Atnd Ptaoalaway Itabowr through Nawlefcawwineclc Rlirar 
and alsoo the Kotih haKa ol Iha Uaa and «Mi]a« tegaAar wMi (ha 
Maa o) Cappawock and Kamdcaii near Cape Cod aiocaaaid and alaoa 
[all] Lands aivd Hereditaments lying and being in tha CotiaHay and 
Terrltcry comonly called Aocadia nr Nova Scotia And all Ihoae tanda 
and f^eredi'arnenls lying and eslonding betwep-'ii*-- 1' ■■ eald Countrey 
OI Territory ol Neva Scotia and the said Rivei G-i7' ii'"ork or any 
pail thereof And all Lands Grounds Places Sri ' : An ri- nr.rl V/=od 
grounds Havens. Ports Rivers Waters and other iiersKiilonmnii and 
preTiisses whatsoever, lying within Ihe said bounds and limitls 
afnroaaid and ovory pdit and parcall thaiaol and alaoa all islaoda and 
hletts lying within lenn L aa q uae dNacdy oppoaila la Iha Main land 
Within the said bounds. 

The present northern boundary of Massachusetts was 
first surveyed and morked In 1741. (See New Hamf^ 
shire, p. 61, 62. and Vermont, p. 64.) 

The east-west part of the boundary between Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island is a pari of the arlQlnol 
southerly line of (he territory oronied by the council 
at Plymouth to Sir Henry Roewell and others In the 
ihi.-d year o: the reiqri of K'.nq Oiarlos I and rc-<J-?Iined 
tn the charter granted to the colony oi Massachusetts 
Boy in 1691. This tine was for more tfion 200 years a 
rml!er of dlspulf thai v/a:; ii: some respects the most 
remarkable boundary question with which this country 
has hod to deed. TMoe 6ie question went to (he Su- 
preme Cour! cf the United S*a!©s, and in one of these 
suits Daniel Wt^bs'f^r and Rufi.s Choate were employed 
as counsel for Massachusetts. 

As early as 1642 the line between the two colonies 
was marked in part by Nathaniel Woodward and 
Solomon Saffrey, who set up on the plain of Wrenthom 
a stake as the coounencement of the line between 
MoBBcichuaellB Boy and Rhode Idond. This stake Wood- 
ward and Saffrey thoualit rr.arVj?d a yoirA 3 miles SOUttl 
oi the Charles River (Harrimian, 1879, p. 553). 

bi 1710-11 oommlssloners appointed Irani Massa- 
chusetlB and Rhode Island agreed upon the north line 
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of Rhode Island, and their action was approved by the 
]«glikituras oi both colonies. Th» ogreraient was on 
foOows (4 Hovraid 631): 

ThAl Ihe (take set up by Naihaniol WoodwAid ar.d Solomon SdlbW' 
■klllul, »ppro»od artlsl*. In lh« year ol our Loid one Ihousand »!x 
hundred and forty twr?, and since thai oi(en renewed. In Itie latitude 
ot forty-one degrees and Jifly livg aiinulm. being thra* E^liih ibUm 
distant aouthward iron ihe icuthenwMt put ti ih* ilvw etIM 
OmiIm RiMt. aqw— hi* to Hi* Mtan^atml fcr 11m MtuwlniwHi 
iXOVtiK*. be •aeouBlsd tad •Ikwad on both alite* the eoammcmu M 
cf ft* Ita* bvtwwMi MimclMiMm and IIm «elonr of Rhed* 
fahdd * * *. 

In 1719 this line was run by commissioners appointed 
ior torn piupoM, but sub8«qM«nt investlqoUon bos shown 
Hurt It was nin very {noocurately (Rhode blond Ads, 
May. 1867. p. 6). 

The line between Mosaochusetts and the eastern port 
of Bhode Iriond was fixed by flw oammlssloners In 
1741. The colony of Rhode Island appealed from their 
decision to the Kin<j, but in 1746 he nffirmed it by a 
royal decree. (Gannett, 1904, p. 55 j9 ; Ir accordance 
with this decree the line was tun in I74S by commte- 
sloners of Rhode Island whose report may be found In 
the U S Suprex.e Court leoords for the December term, 
1852. pages 208-2ia 

In 1748 the Lsqtslature of Rhode Island oppolnled 
commissicncrs to continue the line to Ih"? Ccnnecllcut 
comer, the Woodward and Sofirey slake being rec- 
ognized OS Ihe place of beqlmilnv. Massachusetts 
failed to appoint commissioners, whereupon the Rhode 
Island commissioners proceeded to complete the run- 
ning of the line. In their report they sa>' with reference 
to the initial point of their survey (4 Howard 639): 

That wo. net b«\r.q able to find any stake ry. other inonumeni whlrh 
we could lma<?aino set up by Wcodward and Saffrey. but considering 
that the place thereof was deijribed In Iho ac;raeinenl mentioned In 
cjr conimission. by certain invariable marks, we did proceed as 
iolloweth, i^amely: We found a place whcio Charim Aiver lonnad 
a lartjo runeni southerllT, vfhich place is known to many by the TMM 
of Poppatotish Pond, which wn lock to be the sDuth m iunowt P4rt 9( 
said river, from Ihe sc'Uiheiruncsl part of whl~h we oiMaUMd fhfM 
Gngitoh mile* toath. which three Enqliih mliee did lemliMi* upoo 
• tiMn in • MwiMltip ekllMi Wrmdiua. 

From ihiE tiniu forvvard ror'Jaled steps -.vore l:i?:on by 
Rhode Island, by resolutions and by appointment of 
eommlssieiiers. to aseerlabi and run the line In con- 
nection witli commissioners from Massachusetts. Com- 
missioners from both colonies met more than once, 
but ttiey failed to agree UpOtt a boundary in pi k h c t 
that established under the agreements of 171 1 and 1718. 
As a ground for these efforts Rhode Island alleged that 
a mistake had been made by her commissioners m 
commencing the line at the accepted position oi the 
Woodward and Safirey stake, which, as set on Wen- 
tham Plain, at Burnt Swamp Comer, was considerably 
more than 3 miles south oi the Charles River (14 Peters 
279. 
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This controversey, however, embraced the entire line 
from Connecticut to the Atlan'ic Oc:e t/assachusotls 
asserted that an encroachment had been made on her 
territoiy from Burnt Swamp Cbmer lo (he ooeon by 
Rhode Island, whc, on li^r part, claimed that the juris- 
dictional line oi Massachusetts from that comer lo 
flie Connecticut line was. In its whole szlent, 
upon »he territory of Rhode Island. The legislatures of 
the respective States having failed after repealed efforts 
to adjust the controversy, Rhode Island In 1832. by a 
bill in equity, brought the subject of the northern Iwund- 
ary faom Bumt Swamp Comer to the ConnecHcul line 
before the Suprert-.p Court of the United Stat°?, v,h:ch 
In 1846 decided (hat the jurisdictional line claimed by 
Massachusetts was the legal boundary of Ihe two States 
between these points. 

In this decision, the following declaration was luude 
(4 Hov.r::d 539): 

"For the security of righii, whether oi stales or in- 
dividuals, long possession under claim of title is pro* 
teded, and there is no cciT.rovorGy in v/Iiich this great 
principle may be invoked with greater justice and 
propriety ttian In o case of disputed boundary." 

While this suit was pending an attempt was made' 
to settle Ihe long controversy by an amicable adjust- 
ment of Ihe whole line fnm Ihe Connecticut corner 
to the ocean. Commissioners were appointed by both 
States in 1844 to ascertain and mark Aie true boundary 
from Powtucket Falls (presumably near the present city 
of Powtucket) soudi to Bullock Neck. In 1845 the same 
oonunlssloneis were authorized to ascertain Oie entire 

line (:o:ii Burnt Swamp Corner '.o 'r-.e A'.lrintic Ccoan. 

In 1846, the equity suit having been decided (4 How- 
ard 591), they were onilhoilzed "to erect suitable monu- 
ments at the rrcm'.ncr.t cmg'.rs of the line, from the At- 
lantic Ocean lu the aorihwcst comer of Rhode Island, 
and at such other points on the line as may subserve 
the public conventenoe." A maiority oi the commission- 
ers agreed upon a line and eieetad mooumenls In 1847. 

The report of the joint coramlsskxi woe doled Boston. 
January 13. 1648. The line so oqieed upon os a bound- 
ary between Bumt Swamp Comer and ttie northwest 
oj.-ncr cf Rhode IslrrncJ v.-.ik a straight line, varying a 
little from the irregular jurisdictional line eetoblished 
by Hie decision ot the Supceme Cburi, and Is de- 
sCTibed in the report of the commissioners, as follows: 

Bagin «l iha noMbwest comar oi fUiod* Itimd, on CaniMclicul line. 
Ill iMihid* 42*00*29" nordt. mad lengitiid* 7f4riB" wMt of Qimii- 
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with. Ihance »asl«rly In a stialqht line 21.S12 miles >o Burn) Swamp 
Gcnm, In Wraiuhwn, toioq in laiitud* 42*0I'0B" «nd leogiiud* 

Upon lh;s line, ?.7 monurr^ents were phcod axduilva 
oi that at Burnt Swamp Coiner. 
The Gensral Assembly of Rhode blond In Moy 1847. 

roMfiftd and established the line from the ocean to the 
Connecticut line, "to lake eftect and become binding 
v.hensver the said agreement and boundary Una 
should be ratiiied by the State oi Massachusetts." The 
legialatiUB of Massachusetts did not ratify the agree- 
ment and boundary line but proposed another joint 
oommiaston, which wen approved by Rhode Island. 
The altempt mode by these commissioners to settle 
Ij'.e line liavinq (ailed Mnsscic-liuaettB commenced n 
bill in equity before the Supreme Court of the United 
States br an adiiidicatian of the boundary line bom 
Burnt Swamp Comer to the Atlantic Ocean. 

In 1860 both Slates agreed upon a conventional line 
and asked that a decree of the US. Supreme Court 
should confirm 'he prrrny, Tlip priTysr v/as gran!HI. rind 
the line was thus l;nally eatabhshod by a decsee ren- 
dered December 16. 1861.*' 

The Supreme Court dedtfon mode no refoience |o 
fhe line from Burnt Swamp Cbmer to the Connecticut 
line In 1865 iho L^gislalurc of MaGsr.-duiiie;!;-; look ac- 
tion in regard to this portion oi the iine, as follows: 

Hcinilrcil. Tliil tho bauncUry lino bolwoon Iho Stalo c( Rhodo Island 
»nd the Cominonweiilh MaMoc)iu»clls, Uom Iho lino of iho Sla'o 
of Cor.necticut to Burn! Swamp Coiner. be<}Lns a! Ihe noilh wesi comot 
o( Iho Sia-o of Rhode ItUnd en tho Ccnnertkui lln«. In lalitudo 
42* 00' 29" north sjiH t-s-is'ii*' 74*4(1'!P"*' Wf5' -f <TT»wr,wt?»-. fl^H 

bi;: 

turu in a alialghl lino 21 and rolloi; to Burnt Swamp Comsr, In 

lOOO 

Wiwndiaiii. Mng In lamud* 4ri'r'J0 wd letuittud* 71*23'I9".!6. 

[Sop p. 69 lor ccrrected poeltion lor lllla nndc.1 

This is the line agreed upon by conunlssioners and 
oaDed Ihe "Une of 1646." which was ratified by Rhode 

blond when run but was rejected by Wassachusotia 

As a result ol the tardiness of Massachusetts in rati- 
lying Qie line, Bhode Island refected It on the ground 
thof Ihe then recent settlement of the oaslem boundary 
by Ihe decree of the Supreme Court had so changed 
Hie oepecl of the controversy tfiol she could not consent 

** A full dUcujaion ol lh« MasuchuMt1s>Rhod« Utsnd boundary dis- 
pu4M. Including ttpoti* oi coraniwionort and la^iaUttva acta, may b* 
Isuad la MMt>«liimMH M. Dee. IDS sl IMIj Dec. 1 ol IBHli Doe. IZH) si 
urn to Httd* UMid HMt. Mtir tm MM is II J. BuviMM Court Km. «. 
Daeambar lam o( USt- 

•Thl* ti a claficd amr. "UmUMa TfWW" riietdd Mtd "Im«<- 
fiada 71'4S'ir ." 



to a>e adoption of the line of 1648 as her northern 
boundary. Thus the northern boundary of Rhode bland 

vvQs Iq'a i:\ ti^ie condition praaccibed by Ow Supfteme 
Court decision of 1846. 
In Tune 1880, die Leqlslature of Rhode blond passed 

a resolution to remove the monuments of ihe "line of 
1848" and erect monuments on the jurisdictional line. 
In im the Legi^oture of Mosaachueetls took like ac- 
tion. This iurisdicticn"! line has the sftme termini as 
the line of 1848 but is a vc-iy :irc-3' Jar line, in places 
running north of a direct line and elsowhore falling 
south of It, Ihe extreme variations being 529.3 feet north 
and 129 feet south. It is described as foUowsr** 

Beglnoing at • m own n mil cl drosscd granite, marked "Mass." on the 
nonh, "R.I." on iIm awA. and "Can." on itio wmi atdiN, ftaneUng «t 
th» noilhwMt cgfiMT ti th» SMS Of Shod* kbud. Is liMktde 
WttOtM^'. tenqlhid* 7r4B'lS.07" wwi of OnmnriOu ihMiee 
nauOnq MtMriy in a Mnalqlhi Um lo « pU* oC steOM en torn «rMtart7 
bank ot Wallum pond al Uqh-wal«r inaik: ttiwne* «aal«1r In « alMlqlit 
line to Ihe srjuthwest romer of Uxhridga and (hs aouAMfl conwr ol 
Dcuglas. to r-::n .r-rn' dri^:-..-'- J r' jrvj n.atied "D Nov. 9. IS28," 
cn Rorihwr:: l-t x- ' IJ' cuii ;.;.t. in^:; B" on »ou!h laco: Ihenc* 
: ji ii-: I .. isi. .;, In a straight hne to a pclnl lormod by Iho intersection 
cii ih# *ftstB(ly- line of Harris Avonuo, so callwd wllh th« Sf utherly 
!ino ol Qockill Stree; noar Iho bridge ol V/a"'-if : J i" I it llflwon 
rods oaslerly ol iho oastorly barUc ol the Blackalone Hlver; thonco 
tunning oasterly in a straight line to a monumenl ol tpUt slcno granils 
about Ban above gnMind, havlnq bv* iacM, marlcad on iha w*tt 
lac* "li" on die noiihMii law "B," mi m ib» wulh Ue» "CT; 
llwin* MMarlr in 4 alMiqM lia» to 1h» dona (iieaiiiiiani Daw ataadlnq 
en MTraNlham Plain al Bumt Swamp Gemar. • • * Mikad en Iwe 
sldos Mass. and on oihe- tw5 sides .1 1 

The following statement concerning the east bound- 
ary of Rhode bkmd was mode by commissioners of 
1897-98 for both States (Mdssadnisetli Topog. Survey, 

1900): 

On Maitli 1. laCZ * daa«a «t Ihe Saptmm Cowt of Ota tMtad 
Statu issued Ihe pravteue year faeeana aflacHve. which dianead tiie 

boundary line belwean Ilia CBouiienwaaMi d MasMctiuielle end the 

State ol Phode Island, By this change the town ol Pawlucko» we«t ol 
the Sevan and Tan Mile rivers, a narrov^ strip ol Sockonk betwaeti 
Iho middrn cl tho abovonamoH rivrr.- .in- 'h^^ jna ol higher" wi*-: 
cn the eastern banks, and iho souihwi^^btuin part ol SeekonK. now 
East Providence, were annexed to Rhode Island. In exchai^go for 
territory in the vicinity o< Fall River The Legislature ol Masaachusetis 
an'idpatlng this change, rrovided by chapter 197 o( Iho ads ol 1861 
io.- tho proper jurisdMion ol the letrilary easl d diU imw boundary, 
and Ihe Stale d Rhodo Island by * elmllar act, diapiar 379 ei tlie arts 
oi 1061, ptovidad ior the lutiidiellen tt Ihe new lenHoir ecqulwd 
weet oi Ibis Une. 

On eecQuol ol the inperfed maitlnq el itiii line and t» diSlailty 
al deAnlM) die hi^h-water Ibsee ol tlvws and penda. «Aidt letmnd 
iha Slala haimdaiy. U wae decided in ttl7 le ladiAae fhn line and 
to sulxlthile ler IndaHntla M^h-walar tMundartaa a aeriaa of eireiqht 
lin«9 as near as may fc« to the line established by the deuee of lStl> 
whxrh c^uld t>e r»ad:ly and permanently marked. 

Tho qonoral rourl rjf that year aiilhortiod tho topographical aurvoy 
raouniuioa. tapresanlinq MassachuMlls, to act in conjuacUan with 
a eeaudailen fapcManllng Rhode bland, in ioeaUnv, daHnlng. and 



« Massachuieiti L-w; lor iHti ) irhafL IS4, ajapfoved Apr, 90, IN9. 
Island act i^pcoTed Mar. 22. 1B83- 
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to th» sea. 

A full leport oi the doings ol these commissions was 
maim in Moy 1899, and 0ie geneicd oourto of boOi 

States promptly ratified their work by the passage of 
acts which contain a full description of the line."* 

The 1898 nirvay of fhe east boundary of Rhode 
Island wes commenced at Biirr/t Swamp Comer, 
marked by a granite monumerit inscnbecl "Mass.-R. 1. 
18C! 1B83: 189B," in lot 42''01'0y.3S" r.r.d long 7r22' 
54.51". The line thence runs S. 2'40" W. 8.65 miles, 
thence east and south by straight-line courses of irregu- 
lar length to a point where it intersects iho line of high 
water of the Atlantic Ocean, in lot 4r29'50.87", long 
71*0ri5.62", obout 4S.789 mflee from fhe point of be- 
ginning. The termini of all tho slrcighl linos arc marked 
by the old monuments where recovered or by new 
granlle nonaments 12 by 12 Inches by 9^^ feel, suitably 
lettered and set 5Vi feet in the ground 

In 1713, commissioners from the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Boy and the Cblony ai Cbnnecilcut adopted a 
line between Massachusetts and Cnnnertimt. By Ihis 
line the frontier towns of Woodstock, Su.lield. Eafieid. 
and Somers were given to Massachusetts. In 1749 the 
Legislature of Connecticut passed a resolution stating 
Oxxt Inasmudi as fhe line had not been approved by 
the Kinq and 'he two colonies had r.o Ic.-jal -.i-jYA to 
transfer territory without the confirmation of the Grown, 
the contract was void, and these towns were again 
token under the jurisdiction of Ccnngctlcut. Massa- 
chusetts appealed to the King, and the claims oi Con- 
nectieul were fcdiy eatabtished (HoUleter. \9S&. t. 2, 
p. 463-464.) 

Tn 1791 Massachusetts and Connecticut appointed 
commissioners to estodaliah fh» boundary between them, 
but the commissioners were unable to agree. 

Tn 1803 commlssionere were appointed to complete 
tho hne west of the Connecticut River, a compromise 
having been made oonoenting the line between the 
town of Soufliwldc and (he towns of Suffield and 
Granby (ilie c a;;Ke of the disagreernont cA ihp former 
commissioners). The aor^ement made was as follows:" 

Thai (he lino should b«q'in Ifom a stalicn 8 rods south ot the south- 
west cornet o( West Springltald. and th»nce nin west to the larije 
ponds, and thence aoutherly by tho$o ponds to the anrient south line 
ol Westfleld. and f;cm then'^e on said south Una to the ancient eouth- 
wesl comer o< Wwallleld: and from thence norllietly in tho ancient 
weirt line ol WMltMd to the station in said west line made by com- 
■ilMlMiMs iB a» yatr 1714. Md from thann to Ihe loulhwMl eofner 
of Gkvmlll*. 



*■ M— dmaeHi act oi lone 3, US9b chapi. HKi flkada bliad ma el tUj 
». 1899. chap 638 MattachoMHt K. Dm ISMt Umg «. IMS, MnWM 
reports ol the comniiiionars and of Am envliiaar: atao cwHaiin • phi ef 

th« tine &nd d««CTipt^on(i c! lh« mftftum#T>»« 

" Mnsmcl ll«:t. Sy-rri^ L> . i IHIfj v 3 r El-t For the lull report 

el the cooniiuionars, see Cofuiacticut Private Uws. t. 2, p. IS40- 

IMI. 
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The reason for this pjGculiar deviation frcrn « straight 
boundary, known as the "Southwick jog,' is that, in 
adjusting errors in the boundary line between Cbimecti- 
cut and Massachusetts cn provlously xun by compaas, 
a long, narrow strip of land wos given to Connecticut; 
tho Southvrick iog ceded to Massachuset'iS was in- 
tended to 1)0 an equivalent area (Bowen, 1882. p. 65). 

In 1826 flie line between MoBsachuselts and Gbn- 
r.c-chcul oast of the Conneclicru: Rivei was nin by com- 
missioners appointed from each Stale, and 49 stone 
monuments were erected, marked "M" on file novfii 
side and "C" on the south. (Connecticut private laws. 
1837, v. 2. p. 1544-1550.) 

The some commissioners 8urvey<:-<3 and marked the 
line from the northeast comer ol Connecticut to the 
northwest comer of Rhode Island, reporting 133 follows: 

Bvelniiliig tt llw i wopnawcl «Nei«l M llw hmHimiI oomer of mI4 
SM* of CennacHcut •nd niniDiBq In a dlNci Uiw to lb» mcImI Iimp 
oi sienM on a* north rid* of Hm tunpUM iMdlng inm H^dofd to 
Boston, through ThoraiMOD Biid DongUai, wtMM %»» srsetsd a aoou- 
meol. and thanea running In a diiael Hita lo lha mrlhwaat eentar ol 
Ihe Slate of Rhcdf l'.:irri 

The present boundary between Mcssacr.usctls and 
Connecticut was fixed by a joint commiKsit^:! authoiizBd 
by legislative ocis of both States in 1905. The line as 
surveyed and marked was approved by Massachusetts 
in 1908 (Massachusetts Acts of 1908. chap. 192). by 
Connecticut in 1913, ond by Ihe U.S. Congress October 
3. 1914 (38 Stat. L 727). Part of it Is thus dseeribed: 

Beginning at a granite monument at the norhwasl cotnar fli dia 

State c( Rhodie Island and mnrking the c-ctner ol Massachuselts Tthode 
Island, and Ccnnoclitrui. in latitudo 42'C0'29.150" and lomrui" 
7I'<7'S8 77B"; (thonro in a qoneral northerly direction] lo « granite 
mcnumenl at the ncrthMst ccrnei of the Sta'e of ComMCHcul. in laS* 
tudo 42'Q\'2*.607" and longitude 7r48'04 123"." 

From this comer, the boundary is approidinalely a 

straight linn h.-- r-irg ]" nr 2' north of west lo a point 
near ir.o Connecticut Rivor, 
From a qranlte monument in lot 42'02'(M.619", long 

72''3 1 '55.276", the line runs as follows: 

South 8!*S6'34" west, 11.309 feel lo a granite loonumenl ahotl 620 
feet so'jth ci Allen Street in Longmeadow, In latitude 42 ril'-ic" 933 
and loncjllude 72*34'23".64'l, thence south 5r56'2e" west. 3,238 
feet to a granite monument 450 leet oast o) tho main mad from 
Tbocapaonvltto lo Sixingliold. in latitude 42*0t'29".212 and tongttuda 
72*M'S7".422; Hianca i>°nh B8'3S'49" west. 5.834 feet to a granita 
mawMWirt OB lha tep o( lha bank, about 175 laal aail oi lha aiatarly 
aiwM «f lha Ckmnaeflnii Hvar, In lalHuda 42*0ra0".Slt and Imeitada 

72'36'U" f-"*?.- -hnr" In *hr. fi-rp -1:ri^--.--. "'■'^^ tnivt te thn middle 

onie 1927 N A D. positions ol these two monuments are lat 42*00'2S.3}" 
H., long TfirmJO" W. and lal 4rOI'MJI" N., leag TVWOtW W. 
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cl mM tkMM nertMr dong • Um wUwKf taMwam lh« bmk* 
ttMMf. tbout 2,07S lerii ihMw* Mdb a7*ir»" WMt, fm to 
• vuill* nomnwnt tlmUmi an Mw b«nlc «bout 225 (••( wmt of (he 
WMMtly ahei* «( flw iliw, la iMUud* 42'0rSl".9e3 and lonqliude 
n'9t'W*.9l3: (hane* in (b* mm* direcilon. 7,661 lo«i to » qraniis 
monuinsnt about 87S ieol west ol North Slje«1. or Sutfield Sligct. the 
middle rtiad frcm SuHield !□ SprlntifwW, in loKlude 42'0I'SS".S16 and 
l:.-. ii jdo 72'38"Z6" 3 8 ll,. r.: rt' l:2*39'40" west, 8,966 (Ml 1o 
a GunilB mnnumoni on the eanitfuf aido of HaKaday Avenue, or From 
r.fr.'^i the load (tern SuHi«ld lo Fe«dlng Hlllt. in laH'ude 42'02"06"- 
.813 and lonqllude 72'4C'2V.I«: thence north 8<*51'12" wost, 
7,202 (oel to a qraniJo monument on the easterly side c! Woa; Stra«t. 
itw RMd irao WmI SuHMd tp WMtli«td, in latitude 42*02' 13".I8S and 
Imaltuda Tirit'WMls Umiim MMh «rtf'25" waat, 4.137 fm to 
a won* aaAQtunMl at tkm eamar el Aqawaa and SoaOiwJdc In 
MawDchvaalla an4 SuHMd hi Geniiadkiil. In lalMuda 4Z*0S'ir'.ai8 
and lM9Uiida TTWWJmt ifaMMa aeirib V4tm" wr. 132 f»st to 
a gianll* mcmioMnl. in laUhida 42'0Z'1!".716 and tongitud* 
T2r43rU"Mtt ftanot amilh 89*36' 09" west. 11 23. !,-r i to a granil* 
nanuawnl oa iha Msiarlr ahoro ol Coti-jamoud Uko, in latiiud* 
42*02"10".984 and lajvgjiude 72MS'22".830; Ihence m Ihe same 
djrwrtion. 14.5 (e«i lo the »hc.r» of the laVo as it would b« with Ihe 
»ur<ac« of the water at Ihc , ,rv,iii n it wae in 1603: th<vnr© southerly, 
by tho oaslerly shore cf tho lake as it would b« with the lurface 
ol the water at the aforesaid elavation to a point oppoalto a graniia 
monument near the shore al Ihe southerly end ci IIm laka; Ibaaca 
south 4*26'29" west, about 2S leol to said monunMBl, in kHlud* 
42*00'27".9S7 and topgltiida 72'4fi'(IO",167: dnnea ta Ola aaM 
dlracUcn. 1,632 iaat to • qranlto manuBant ai ih* aauNiMMy eonar 
«( III* "ftMlhwlek lOQ." to iaittiNia 4S*0irU"J<»l «ad kavHwla 
72>4B'0|",84it IhatMsa aaulh 9rW»' wMt, iajB27 laal to a qnaat» 
awn M Hiam l al tha aomhwaalarir cemar of the "Seuihwkk ioo." in 
lalRuda 4r59'5l*'.7e7 and lonqlluda 72*49*02".976: thence north 
8*88*86" aasl, 14.261 feet lo a qran-te monument known as Ihe 
'X>«»l[ Monument," in latitude 42'02'12"439 and lon^tlude 72'- 
4B'S1".223. 

From this comer the line runs on a general w«st«rly 
oourae, bearing about I" north of west to 

a larqe rock, mark«d 1603 on Ha aottfliar^ ilcla^ hi Saqa't Ravine, hi 
taliluda 42°(»'02.2I4" and tonvHttda 78*»'00.a90»i Ihanea nralh 
BS'irSS" waal 14.787 hat to a gtanlla noounMni at ibe Mdhwuiarlr 
«enMr «f lha Slaw af Cutnactlmt and aiariito« ibe cgmar ol Maiaa 
dWMNa. Kmt Yoik. and Cenrndicul. te ladtuda 42'02'S«.427" and 
toogitude 73"29'15,959".'' 

The boundary between MaasadiuMtts and New York 
was from an early period a subject of conlroversy. 

Now York rluirr.irg to the v/es; bank of Ihe Connectlirut 
River, under the charters of 1664 and 1674 to the Duke 
of York, and Massodiusetls clofmin? to the "South 

S^a," under her old chcir:ors. Afier rii:niy fruitless 
attempts at a settlement, the western boundary of 

*Fv Ifee hill aafaa ol ite kowduy, >•• Musaclittsam Acts al IM, 
dtop^ IK, md Cu*ia>lliBl Xeli al I»I3. see *lto 38 SM. L. 727. Pat • 
<aa wl H l ii i of each a( lha 814 aiariti on this line, »• MaMoknaito Baaid 
af KHbar and laad CnmMntiti (isgs, p. io»-li7>. 



Massachusetts was fixed in 1773 where it now meets 
New York territory. The Revolution soon following, the 
line was not ran. In 1765 Congress oppolnted ttuee oom- 

misEioncrs 'o ran the lino, v/ho p^erformed thai d\]ty in 
i/b/. The line was as follows (New York Rev. Stat., 
1875, PL 122): 

Beginning at a monumenl erected in 1731 by commlssionors trom 
Connecticut and New York, distant from the Hudson River 20 milee, 
and running north I5*12'9" east SO mites 41 chains and 79 links, to 
a i«d at bkck oak tt«e marked by said commlaaiooan. which said 
Inia waa run a» lha naqtMUc naadto pdMad In 17V7. 

The claims of Massachusetts to western lands within 
the lerritor/ oi the State of New York were iinaliy 
settled Dec QinLo: 16. 1786, by a joint commiaalan of ttie 
two States. By this agreement Massadiuselts surren- 
dered the sovereignty of the whole disputed territory 
to New York and received in return the right of soil and 
preemption right oi Indian purchase west oi Ihe meri- 
dion passing flirough fee eighty nocsond mtlestone of 
the Penr.-'syK'aiiif: line f:;ev? fig. 18), except certai.-i rG-i^or- 
vations upon the Niagara Rivw. The title to a tract 
known as "The Bosion Ten Towns." lying east at tfile 
meridian and previously granted to New York by 
Massachusetts, was confirmed. (See Hough's New York 
Gazelle, 1872, p. 25. 26.) 

On April 19, 1785, Mcissichnsetts executed a deed 
transferring to the United States all title of Massachu- 
setts lo territory west of flie present western boundary 
oi New York. 

In 1820 Maine, previously a part of Massachusetts, 
was admitted into the Union as an Independent State. 

In 1853 an area of aimut 1.010 acres (see insert, tig. 
16) in the soufliwest comer of Mossochusets. known os 
Boston Comers,'' was ceded to New York, and in 1855 
the cession was confirmed by Congress <10 Stat. L 602). 

Hie present boundary between Maaaochueetls and 
New York was thus described from resurveys by a toSnt 
commission in 1899: 

Baqlaninv al bamtd I. a qtattHa menumanl a«l hi iadqe on Ihn aM* 
of a wooded mniiiitohi paale an Itundfad and itine (aat aul of Ryan 

Btiih Road, in biltuda 42*02'S8.4Z7" nenh of the Equator, and lontrl- 

tudo 73'29' 15.959" west frcm Greenwich, and marking the northwest 
corner of Connecticut, a corner of the Commonwesllh of Massachusoltn. 
and a corner of Ihe Stale of New York; thenro on an aiimuth cl 
90*43'49". tw<in(y-»ij( hundred and iwe.-ily four (eol lo l»und 3. a 
granite monumenl set in led<je on Ihe sleep westerly siciie cJ a 
wcodod moun-ain, in latitude 42"0?'58 756" and lonaltude 73*- 
29'5D.737". al the loulhwost comer o( Mattachusetts. also In 'ho 
eastern line oi New Yoffc, end marking a comer of the towns ol 
Mount Washinqton, In Maaaadiuselts. and Ancram and Northeast, to 
New York: thaoea en an adniuth of 167*0B'1S", ihMaan thoucand 
alx hundred and tdftr-nlna leal Is bouad 9, a «ranUa nenimanl net 
to ladge en Dm wodeilr wooded atope of Alandar Moualabi aboMt • 
quaiiar nUa waat e( lia •ununn. hi lalHiide 43*OS'ia20S" «d tewii- 
tiide 7»*30'3]j03I". at the cemat ef Mmnt vraaMngMi. Ml Maaan* 
ditiaeila. and Copake. to New Yerit: Hience m an aahnulb of 

"Sea UJt. OmI. Sunnr tomraiilile aap al Cvda «iH*Mtla. il.T.- 



195'12'22", Iwo hi;ndr»d Icwfy nins Ihoutand two hundred dnd forly- 
■ix ieal, by Ihe ".owns ti Mount Washlnqion, Egiemon!. AUord. West 
E'0::i:rrr-.a-' '■ ; - n - nri ::.iri - t oi.d \V';Ki.i.T,L-;'.:Wn. in M«se-hi,-clT; 
and Ccp&i.^, riUisUaU, Aur.!^i.Ur. C'^aa^r., Ijobanon, Stephent<iWi;, 
Betlln, and Pel»r»bu»q. in New Yoik, lo bound 112. a qranXe uionu- 
mant sat in ladga jnd eaah on an open MSi«rly slops about sovonly- 
tive f»et WMl o( a private roadway, in latitude 42'44'45.201" and 
longllude 73*15'54 904" at the northwast com«r c( MisnarhusBlls. 
also in tho oast lir.e ot New Yort and in 1h« south line oi Vermont. 
mri r-iirklng a corner In tho boundaries ul Ihe lowna of WiUlamBlown, 
in ( ; 5- s.>rhu»«lls. Peiiersburq. In New York, and Pownal. in Vormonl, 
Til* Mnn "Miimilfa" a* used in Ibia dMctlpUon is lh» «iig)e wUeh 

• Km MkM U Ua point ol baglnalnv wlA di* Itiw naildidn, nekon- 
lag fpHB llw Muih •mmd by <lw w««t. 

This location of Ihe Ita* was approved by Massa- 
chusGlls May 8. 1901, and by New York June 9, 1910 
(Ma8«cicfau«etls Ads oi 1901. chap. 374; New York 
Ada of 19)0, ehaix 447). 

Massachusetts is one ol the very f^v.' HtTep 'Hal has 
had her boundary lines odequately marked and by 
frequent InspecUen maintains the maiks In good con- 
dition. In addition to the marking of her exterior lines 
the State has also had comprehensive surveys made 
of Interior townsh^ boundoriM. The lines and cornen 
one eonbolled by on accuiale lyBiem of triantjulalian: 
flterelore If any number of marks were deslroyed Oie 
exact p'j-.iii: j:;:- for new ones to replace them could be 
readily ascertained irom the triongulation data. The 
retdtB of dieee eurveye ore published by the Slate 
Harbor and Land Commission in a series of folios, 
v/hicii give plats of the lines, positions of triongulation 
stations, descriptions of boundary marks, extracts from 
lows by which the lines were fixed, and some hislotlool 
nattar, 

RHODE island" 

The present State oi Rhode Island was settled by 
Roger Wililoins and odier immtgnmto. islio left MoBea* 
chusetts Bay and estobliriiied fhsmsehres at Ptovldenoe 

in 1636. 

In 1643 a patent was granted for tlie Ptovidence 
Plantations, from which the foUowin? are extracts 
(Thorpe, 1909, v. 6, p. 3210): 

And whetoas the.-c is a Tiacl tf Land in (he Cnlinenl ol America 
aforesaid, cabled by fh« Nam** of Kannqanvl &ay. bcrdorlnq Noilh- 
ward and Ncrlhoa.';; cn thn Patonl of tho Mansarbusetts. East and 
SiMilhwesi on Plymouth Faient, South on the Ocean, and cn the West 
mi Noflhwos' by Ihn Indians railed Nahigq.\nncuck5. alias Narra 
giBMlai llie whoie Tract extending at>3ut Iwenly-iive English Mile« 
uUo di9 ftquol Hirer and Counlcy. 

And whwrm <iiv«n w«l] aifoclvd and Indualiiaua SnqMh IntMbi- 
tum, o< dw Tomu ef FiavidMiea', Poriameiiilt. •■d N«W|wr(, in tttt 
ttm iionwid. ■ ' • h»v» iwNMnMd theit tMi^ * ' * Do, 

* * * «faM,4nfli,*Bd<«nllm to Hi* aloMMtd InhtbiitiM* el ttwlbwos 
«f VmMtHBt, PotlMBOttOi, Mid NAwpori • &•• and dwdiil* Chirtir 
«I hiearpandoa, to h» Invawn by ih« N*m« of (h« tncoiponlion e( 
PravldanM FllOlalior.s. m Ihn Nanajanse-I Bay. in Uew England. ' ' * 

"Hw lagd urns tor this St«t* Is "Tbm SM* oi Rhed* tsUad and 
Pfovidram Pt aii la il o tis " 
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In 1663 Choilefl 11 granted a charter lo ttie qovemor 

and company of the colony of Rhods Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, oi which the following is an extract 
(Thorpe, 1909, p. 322(0: 

• • • all That parte ci our dcralniones in Mew-Enqland, in Amectea, 
conloyneing tl;e Nalianiick and Nanhygansot Bay. and countrye* and 
paries adiaceni. bounded on the west, or westerly, to Ihn -r.i-ldlu ir 
rhannol ci a river there, commonly called and known i:.i> r, 51:19 
ol PawcaluL-k. alias Fawcawluck river and see along th* s^yi n -sr. 
as Ihe tjreaier or middle straame Ih^ffiof reachelh or lyes •pp 
nDrthl ccantiye, ncilhward. unto ' 'o.-.l thereof, and from l'irnrr>, 
by a stieighl lyne drawn due north vnili ill meets with he soulii lyno 
ot Iho (AissarhusDlis Collunie. and on Ihe north, or northerly, by Ihe 
atmtttyd aoulh cr wmthetly lyne of the MauAchuselts Collony or 
nanlMion. mi OTlvndlng Uxtmit lh» •*«. or a«*lw«id]y. three Enq- 
UA fliilaa ta Ih* Mai aod oarttiMtl ol tb* molt aaatom and nrnth- 
•■•Mm pan* «f llw tfonm i Hm^mtM Bar, lb» sayd bay lyMh 
at aaiaadaft Uadf Iran Oa aoaui am tha south or •oulKwatdly, vnlo 
ih* aoudi ef fta llw wtddi nmnaUi lowaida Oa lewM of nievMMKw, 
and from Hianea alanq Ih* aiatwaidly alda or buka of ka aayd livar 
Otlghar callad by fba mom at SaaciaidE rirwf. vp l» dw lUla etlbd 
PaiudiMI Halls, beinq iha meat wariwardly lyne d Piynaulli CoUany, 
and sn« (rrMn the sayd flail*. Ift a alteighl lyne. dm* norOl. nnlQI ttt 
tne«to with the aforeaayd line of the Mawadiuaatto Cotlony; and 
bcAinded on (he south by the ocean; and In parliculai. the lands 
b'.'longinti to tho tawnes cl Providence. Pawtiiif, V.'nr.'/.-tc, t.'ir.qi.4m. 
macok. alias Pawcatuck. and the rest vpon the aiamu laud in the tract 
aloroiayd. togcihor with Rhode Islarvd. Bictke Island. aiKi al! the rest 
oi Ibe ialaivds and banks in lh9 N'aiTftgansstt Bay and bordering vpon 
Hia ca«M el llw trad* aldMaald IFlabar'a Island only exeaplad), * * *. 

This '.-hartcr was in fcrco until 1843, when the 001^- 
slitulicn udoplsd 111 1342 became effective. 

For a history of the northern and eastern boundaries, 
see Masaacliuaetts, pctjes 66-69. 

In 1709 subslontfolly the present western boundary 
wo-j adcs.v-ci liy an agTPoment made between the 
commissioners irom the two colonies oi IUkxIo Island 
ctnd Cennedleul, namely. "A straight line faom 
mouth of Ashawoqa River to the southwest comer of the 
Warwirk purchase, and thence a straight north line to 
Ma.".nctuiset1s." This line WOe actually run by Rhode 
Island and is still known on the Dexter and Hopkins 
line, but Connecticut would not accept Ihe line as thus 
marked. Rhode Island apr Hni^^d io the King, and ihp 
agreement oi 1703 was confirmed in 1726. In Septem- 
ber 1728, eomml s s to ner s irom the two colonies met and 

fi::i line." 

The Connecticut-Rhode Island boundary line was 
established by the 1640 Jolnl Commission tor that sec- 
tion of the line north of the mouth of the Ashaway River 

"Fet avfMOMali el 170} and 1721 and dactitant a4 English eouneU. 
aaa Rhod* hlaMl tBn. Saa. «»». 9. 1. p. 101-21)). 



Uigitizea by CjOO^^k 
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and by ih» 1886 iomt Commissioa for thai secUon of the 
lim south dl lh« noulh of flw Aihaway Avar. 

Previous to this date the latter seclion of the line 
had only been dehned as "the middle channel of the 
Pofwealuck River." The commisrionOTs bitaipreled fhis 

description as the thread of the stream rather than the 
middle of the navigable channel. A survey viras made 
of the river, and a series ci stniterht Una* approximating 

the thread of the stream was established with all angle 
points tied by coordinates to the government triangula- 
Hon net. Reference points were set at lnlK<luent inter- 
vals to tie this line to the ground. 

The following description oi the line is token from 
Rhode blond Acta and Reaolvae. Jonuory. 1646, p. 12: 

B«9innln« ■! • radc hmt Mm nwulh «f Athawgqa StvM tiww MlM 
A«iiAiiMy). wlMt* il «npHM IMA PawcKtutlc Rrvw. tml ban »M rack 
« ■tiii^t c«Miw northwty to an Mdmi tloe* imp At Ow muAmmI 

cemw of llw teom ei V«hinlown. and ftcoi atid loek wullMrly Ki Hi* 
wm* cvun* wtih th* ■(erataid tin*, until It ■trlltM Paweslurk Riwr. 
FfOm Ih* •euHiMil conwr of Velunlewn a sirai<3ht llr.o lo a ^tone tieap 
•( Hm (Oulhwml corner of West Gre«nwirh: imrr. Ihone© « sirawjht line 
to the »oultiwe»l remor cl Ihe snclenl '.cwn cf Warwick, and which Is 
nc'W a ccinef o) Iho towns cf Coventry and Weal Gieenwlch; Irom 
thoncv a 5lral<3hl iine to the nuirihwosi r^rnpr c! th© icwn -A Covenliy; 
ihoncw a strQi<7hl itno Ic 'he nciihoaRt cnrnei ot Storltn^: lhei>ce a 
stial'jht linn to the southwest cornet r.( BurrillviUe, and thence a 
•tralght lino to a (ton* hMp upon a hill in ih« praMDI lurtsdictionaJ 
line be:we«n thm SMM ci Manach.isetlB and Rhodk Mtl)d, and at 
aU c4 mM cMMia. •Mpiin^ Mid Warwtdc cantM. vm hatw aMdad 
aienuMaQla oi signa. aurkad R. I. and C. and haw ahw placad aInJIar 
BMnumaRla cn all Ih* prlncl^ mtda cfOMlwi tha Mna. and «1 iMlMr 
wttabla pUcat. 

• • • • a • • 

And w* have caused Die ancloni rnon-imonl which was eroclod al 
lb* WaiwicJc cornf'r In Ncveaifc«t, 1742. it bo n-so' and a !ai9a h««p 
el alenat lo b* tnarle arcund i'. Said monument is maiked «/ldt lha 
lallar C. on wm aUa. and on tlia Mhac RHODE ISLAND and iha naeaa 
oi olbaf laHara and bqurf. * * * [Rhoda bland Ada and Raadmi. 

?anuary 1946 p 12 13, J4I. 

In 1335 negotiations on a resurvey oi this State line 
were {nilialed. and during the years 1937. 1938, and 
1939 the Connecticut Geodetic Survey ran a trlangula- 
tion net ciion9 (he line and completed strip mops of the 
entire line on which all reputed monuments were lo- 
ca1od. Tlie Coni.ectir ut and r!ho:ie Island State Line 
Agents submitted a joint report on Mooch 7, 1941. With 
flw onset of World War IT. (dl activity waa termlnoled 
on the State lines, and no action was taieen oa this 
report (Connecticut Agent, 1943). 



In 1630 the Plymouth Council made a grant of Con- 
necticut to Robert, Earl of Warwick, its president." This 

gronl waa omUinned by King Charles in 1631, and on 
March 19 d (hat year die eorl conveyed his Htle to 

Ixird Say and Seal, Lord Brooke, Sir Richard Salton- 
stall. and others, associated under Ihe nome oi The 
PlymouOi Company (Dwlqht, 1B40. p. 19). 

A charter was granted by Charles II to Connecticut 
in 1662, oi which the following is on extract (Tliorpe. 
1909. V. 1, p. 535): 

W», * ' * do qiva. qiani and eonflmt MM» iIm aaM Qatranier azid 
ConipMr. tnd tfaati $<iceaiaai«. all that nart «i Our Dmlnlana In Hmw 
Bi^laad in Amerim, faeundad en Iha aaii by Ktrra§tmwt JOnt. 
comaonly caliad Xtmtmmet JTajr, what* tha aald tUott fellath 

in1o Iha a««.- and on iha Xorlh by iha Una cf fta Ummmetnurtlt 

lilniilnlitiii : .ir.H on the Sunlh hy the Soa. and In Lonqifjde as Ihe 
Uiio cl •h^^ Uaiitach.i.'seirr. Colony. i.;nnlnq liora Ea»t lo IIV»f. thnt 
"lu. Iiom the said \ nrragnmrt Hny. on (he h'atl. to the 
Si, Kill Si ft cn the W'l't patt wlih the Ixl'iml' thereunto adioining. 

Prior to this time the two colonies of Connedlcul and 
New Haven had continued separate, but they were 
united under this charter, which was accepted by them 
April 20, 1665 (Thorpe, 1909, p. S2S). The Duke of York 
having been gran'cJ a charter in 1664. by which the 
lands west oi the Connecticut i^ver were embraced in 
his Iwlttdicllon. tfie question of boundary immedlotely 
arose. About this time Col. Richard Nichols, George 
Cartwrlght, Sir Robert Garr, and Samuel Maverick had 
been appointed commiasionets by ttie mtxng ani dottied 
with extraordinary powers to determine all controver- 
sies in the colonies. The matter was refened lo them, 
and. after a full hearing, they determined that the 
southern boundary of Connecticut was the sea Hoxtg 
Island Sound) and Its western boundary Ihe Mamaro- 

neck i^iver "T.d c Imc drawr. r.orth-r.orthwest from the 
head of salt water in thot stream to Massachusetts. The 
territory soufli and west of tfiese lines was declared to 
belong to the Duke of York. It was supposed Iha; this 
west boundary would rvm about 20 miles eost of me 
Hudson River, but it was discovered later by surveyors 
from Connecticut that it a~'ually intersected the Hud- 
son near the present site of Tarrytown. 

fn 1674 the Duke of York received o new charter in 
substantially the same terms as that of 1664. New con- 
troversies concerning jurisdiction led to a new agreo- 
ment, dated November 28, 1683, between the governors 
of New York and Connecticut, which fixed the boundary 
substantially as it now exists between the two States 



cut, laa Bowan INR). 

'* for a historical deafriplion ol this and other royal granli ol ttm C an 
nacticut area and ol lajid* now ui Patuiiylvanla and Ohio lonnaily cMBad 
by Ccnnaclicul, — Waalatn RMwrva Univ. 11983. p. 37-41). 
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and was sanctloiMd by ihs King. This ogiswiMnl It cm 

loUows: " 

B U a^tMd thai di» bounds mMtcs or cUvidond boiw«»n hU Roy*" 
Hiijh'" Tetriiciy in Ain«r>cj »nd ihe Colony ol Conn»cticul foT«var 
heieafier sh«]l boqin «» « c«rt«in Brook or Riv»r C«ll»d Byram 
Brooke or River whiL-h Rivor 1* bslwe^n 'lit- Tjwni _l R/.j i Giom 
wich that is lo ssy all :he mcuih oi lh« said Brooke wh«re i) iaiielh 
Snio th« Sound at a Point Called Lyon's Point whieh Is the Eastward 
Point cl Byram River, and from the said Point lo goe as the Mid 
River Runeih. to iHo place where the Common Road or Wadinq p]«M 
om Ihd Mid fliver to Md iram Ih* Mid Road or WM&itq ptae* le 
qem North North wmI ioio the Ceuilry mm Imt wUl ba Q^hl 
Biglliii idIIm IroiD lb* •loiM»td Lyom Fotal, and fhM « Um «I 
tmlw* MHm Mng mMMiMd Iram Oi* Mid Lyom Point Acoordfaiq 
to iIm Um «r GMaiaU Ombw tt ih» Sound tmmti whw* ih« 
••Id twohw mllot Btdolh Anothw- lino diall bo Runa freirt iho Sound 
Bqhl nifle« Into Iho Country North North West and alaoe that a 
fourth liite be Ruim that is to say irons the Kcrth most end of the 
Ii.'n' ii:5 rr.. n:cn»d unto the Nutlhmost end of Iho Dqht mile line 
t«lr.a t!ie iliird monconed line which fowith Une with iho first 
menconed Line shall ho the bounds where they shall fall lo runn. 
And that frojn the Eastward £nd of tho lowrth menconed Line (which 
Is to b« twelve miles In Lenyih) A Line Paralell to Hudson's River 
in every place twenty miles distant Irom Hudson's River shall bo 
(he bciunds there k«tween the said Totrllery or Province e( Mow 
Yoite, and tho Mfct CoQcay ol ConoaeUeul mo Ion u ConMMteutt 
Deth Engnd NoMbwaido that to to Iho Sondi Ifaio of tho MMNdni- 
•oHa CoUcny. 

Only II to Providod ihtt In ChM tho Uno ina ByMu Broeko 
kfouUi NoMh NoHk Woit DgM MUm and iho lloo thai to Ihaneo 
lo iwm twalvo mllao to Iho oad oi iho third lotomoneanod Uno ef 
Elqhl IMm Dm Dfanlstlh or i«k» away any Land within twonly 
mOt ef Hudson* Rhror that then loe mudi as is in Land Diminished 
of Iwfn'y mil»« Irom Hvidaoni River thereby shall be added oul 
of C iir t.--',-ul bounds un'o the Line aforemenconed * Parallel 
■ ''J J= jf.a Hiver and Twenty miles T'l-iir' fr'^rr. f ■'is .v.1 l.'ic.n to 
be made the whole Lanqlh of tho said Paiallel line and in such 

breadth as will mako up QuaMlir tor Ovitnlity twtwl iliaK bo dimin- 

lahad as aforesaid 

A survey of the southwestern port of the boundary 
was made in 1684 and ratified by both pcaVM. h WOS 
th«n decided thcti In occocdance with Ihe agieement a 
tract of land esHmoled at 61,440 acres should be per- 

mcr.onlly roleasod to Coi^nectlcut by Now York in ex- 
change for which New York should receive an equiva- 
leni areo in a tract of unUonn wldOi between the Sound 
tract and the saulVi line of Massachusetts, but for var- 
ious reasons the survey of the equivalent lands was 
not made at that time. 

This settlement of the LiouiyJar/ d'.spure wrrs not 
satisfactory to the settlers in the tract added tc Now 
York trho for (he next 40 yean endeavored to have the 
Uzw moved weet. Four s@is of commlssiooera cqppointed 
successively for this pi:rpc;se were unoble to come to 
an arjreetr.er.l. A fifth set, appoinled m 1725 fnler(?d 
into articles of agreement settling the manner oi the 
survey, but they ran only the line bounding the tract 

*llwart «( Iho imiBiiilni i a| i(n to to i l tolM to aHMUta Oto kooqd- 
arr bet-waan the Slaiw «{ Jlew Tofk and O W msetleu t. itmwMl ad to Iho 
u-7ii:Muie e( How Tofli Apr. M, MS^ Afeany; toda d ai eap and lito- 
torleaJ data 
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on Long bland Sound. For some cause, action was then 
■uqpendod until 1731. when the conunissioners of 1725 
surveyed and set otf the d>lon9 or equivalent (enilory 
given to New York, defining and morklng its boundary, 
which was to roniam forever tht^ divid.ng hno be- 
tween the respective cislonies. The line ran substan- 
tidly OB at present (New York Stol., 1829. p. 61-65; 
New York Rev. StoL, 1882. 1. P. 127-128) and is as 
follows: 

Beginnli^ij al Ly n s rt ini, in the mcuth ol a btook or river cabled 
Byram river, wh- ■ H falls Into Lc-r. i Isuni f -un i jnc: u^vnlng 
thonce i:p al n : ; ■. d tiver lo a r«)c at ih» ancisns road or wading 
place in sa.d r v.:; which rock beats north 12*45' east, SSO rods 
liom said r-.i.-; ihon north 23'4b' west. 2292 rods: then oaslnorlh- 
out. 13 nUlv-s Slid 64 rods, which linos ware established In Iho 
you 172&, by FiaQda Hanison, Cadwallader Coldon. and Iiaae 
Hicka, commlBfKinora oa ihe pan oi lha lii«n provioco ol Now Yorli, 
and lenailMn Law. Sonraol Ealla, Rogar Woleott, Min Oapip> 
Edouind Lowto, flo mmtoiton a ra on ttio port ol Iho tlion eotaqr d 
Cennadleul. and vroro riMl •» Um awgnade noadto than polntod: 
than along an oaalnmidMasl eoivtlnutUea ot lha lasHnantlaaad 
courw. IH mJtok, and 21 red* lo a menumont oraetad In the yo*r 
1731 by Cadwallader Colden Gilbert WiBett, Vincent Matthawa. 

:iria 1.1 H-iiyr, un: - - TiTri.r.irinii-3 f r. p(i|- -i[ ::.M<i province. 

jijkJ SaiQuet E^litt, Hogar 'Wolcott, and Edinund Lawis, commissioners 
on the pari ol said colony: which said monument is al the southeast 
corr>er cf a tract known and distlnquisl'.ed as the oblong at equivalent 
lanris: then north 2A°30' west, until Intersected by a line run by 
said lasl-mentionad ooomUtlaaar*, on a course south 1 2' 30' waat. 
from a monunanl oroctod hf ftima tn the south bounds of MatOO- 
ebuioua. whldt noRUiMRt atond* in • valtoy in Iho Taqhkanick maan> 
tolao, IZl toda aoilwitid ben a hoap af at ana a . In •■Id bomds on 
Iho lop ar rld^o al Iko moal waolady oi aild ■ountobm Hion noilli 
12*30' ooM. Irom a noniMiont oraeMd by *M loi»4Mnltoi»d eom- 
ndMienon aoid pteco of intoiaoclton, and •tondiog on iho noclh 
•ido al a hdl, aoulhoaatorly from ttw oaatomuM ood o( tho 
long pood. aletKi Iho fciraauld Hno to lha a fa ioa a ld monuBioni 
ereeiod In Iho aeulh bound* ei MaaaaehiiaoHa, faoing tho Dorlhoaal 
eoniar ol A« oUensi * * *. 

Fcr more than a century no further controversy arose, 
nut nf'er 1 850 questions of jurisdiction were raised, and 
:n 1655 Ccnr.octicut made a propoettioa fiar a new sur- 
vey. Several sets oi commissioners were appointed 
(see footnote 79); but no agreement being reoched. 
finally, in 1860, pursuant to an act of the Legislature of 
New York, the line was run by the New York commis- 
sioners, Cbnneelleul not httavs lepresented. 

The first section of ttie act of Ihe New York Laqisla- 
ture is as follows: 

1 Tne rommiosloners appointed by Ihe <iover«v5r to ascertain the 
hc .n-.iry in.-. i,n-v.'^en the States ol Now Y :V 3rd 0.nr:e_'. m?, are 
hereby ompaworod and diroctad to survey and loark. with sullabto 
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monumenls. the mU Um hllW M Q Hm |w« 9Mm M Hind br Ik* 

nirve/ od 1731." 

Twenty yecn lalar other ooinniiaaloa«re rapmrnt- 

ing 6» two States agreed to accept the survey o( 1860 
and thair repcwt (New York Rev. StoL, 1882, v. 1, p. 136), 
iriiidi wai rotUt«d ttis ionw yaar, wai cs follows; 

W» aqm tul lb* booodUT en Mm knd ooMHiutlnq Ihe w«si«rn 
baoBdtfy «< CtaaiMCllnil uid Am Milam boundary ol New Yoik 
■ball b» and It •• ib» mbw wu detined by monumenta orectod by 
eommiHioners tppointad by (he Stalo o< New York, end compleled 
tn the year ISi-.C iho s-mH bijunJi.-y \r.:v oitL-ndir.q Irnrr. Byram 
Poinl. Jons-ti.y ■i-fillo-i: Ly-.n's Pc::ny nn 'ht* BO',:';'. Ic ;ine of 

Ihtf Sta:o I,: MTit,.J:"hvi>.»^t;a on 'hf ri.'T'h And wn ^urthnr .^qro'? 
the beiinttafy em [he j.--,un'H s.-.alj be and is a* l-jllcwi: Sfvjiaisintj 
at a point In the i ■•nvr ..l i.'-.r rhannel. about 600 iou h o( lh« 
Mtreme rock* oi Byium Fokni, marked No. 0, on appended United 
Slalee coail survey chait: thenoe runninq In a true southeast course 
3^ statute miles; thence In a straight Uite (the arc of a i^real rlrcle) 
notlheastetiy {82.27 miles) to a point 4 statute mll«s due south oi New 
London Itqhi-house: thenc* aorthMilnly to • psliit awrkad nunbat 
CM*, on the annexed Ualled EMM eoail MHVir dbttl 61 FUbaT** Uitai 
sound, which podirt U M lite longUud* mm thiwquwlm iMMh. 
•sHlnq cautM ^mm m said map, mi Is about 1.000 laa< twrtbartr 
ban the Hibb«A « Koclh Duaplina Ughlhouiai thaow Mhwtaa 
Mid aasa ihrav-tonrtit aoth esUia) eours* as laid down cn aild 
■ip Miiarly to a pobM aiarkwl ninbar Iwn on aald Mp; Ibaitce 
■oolliMalarlr te a pebil naritad No. 3 on aald roapr so fir ai aaid 
Slates are coterminous. 

This agreement was coniinned by the Congress of 
Ow Uidtod Statoe February 26, 18S1 61 Shil. L 351). 

The line of 1860 was so poorly marked lhal 1he Legis- 
lature of New York m 1887 and the Legislature of Con- 
necticut in 1902 ordered a resurvey, which was made 
In 1908-10. In that survey the line of 1660 was followed 
OS dosely as possible. Where old boundary stones of 
suitable size were found, they were reset in concrete 
bases, and obout 100 new onee were added, made oi 
cut gronHe 12 by 12 Inehee by 9 or 10 feet set In con- 
crete bases 4 by 4 fee! in sec.iicn nnd 5 or 6 feet deep. 
CSee p. 75.) This survey vras approved by the Slate 
legtslcrturee In 1913 and iormally ratified by cangres- 
siond net of Icmuciry 10, 1925 (43 Stat. L. 731) in which 
the description of the boundary is given including 
distances and bearings oi flue Unas fluouqh Long' Island 
Sound. 

For the history and praeent loootlan of the eastern 

boundary of Connecticut, 6f?e Ma.ssarh jsetts, page 67, 
and lUiode Island, page 72. For the northern boundary, 
see MoBKicfaueelli, page 67. 

tba boiaulary between tks States ol New Yort and Connecticut, in whi«h 



Under the charter of 1 652 Cnnnecticut claimed a large 
western territory. Subseque.^t to she Revolution, how- 
ever, in 1786, 1792, 1795, and ITOO, she relinquished all 
title to any land vraat of her present boundary. (See 
p. 49.) 

NEW York" 

The lenllory Included in the praeent State oi New 
York is port of that claimed by both France and 

Hnqlar.d by r-.ght of discovery. It was included in the 
territory of Acadia, for which a charter was given by 
Henry IV of Ftanoe In 1603. and was Induded dao 
within the limits of the Virginia colony chartered by 
James I of England in 1606, widch embraced all that 
part ol America between 34° and 45° north latitude. 
Much of the territory west of the Hudson River was held 
by the French and Indians and was a source of dis- 
p\;te for many yecis. The Indl::.-. Itea!y of 1634 tjcve 
England nominal control, but the Frerurh were not 
finally dlspoased of fliefr dalm until neorly a himdied 
years later. The Dutch in 1613 established trading posts 
on the Hudson and claimed jurisdiction over the tnri- 
tory between the C}onnecficut and Dolovmre Rlvm, 
which they called New Nelhwlands. The government 
was vested in the United New NeOwrland Co.. cfaoT' 
tered in 1616, and later br the Duldi West bidio Co.. 
chartered in 1621. 

In 1664 IQng Charles II of Ehgkmd granted to Ms 
brother, the Diikt? of York, a Itirqe territory in America, 
which Included, with other lands, all that tract lying 
between the west side oi the Connecticut River and flie 
east side of the Delaware. The Duke of York had pre- 
viously purchased, in 1663, the territory on the New 
England oocBt which had been awarded to the Earl 
oi Stirling, and In 1664, with an aimed fleet, he took 
possession of New Amsterdam, which was flwncaforth 
colled New York. This conqusst wQS oonflTmed by the 
treaty oi Breda in 1667. 

The following It on exirael bem Ihe «rant ol 1664 to 
the Duke of York (Thorpe, 1909, v. 3, p. 1637): 

We have given lames Dulce of York all tKat p^rt of lh» malne land 
of New England beginning at a cenalne f 1.5c* .iilcrl r knowne by 
dia nama oi SI- Ciols nam titofolnq to New Scotland in Anaiica 
and bem titan oa MModlnq along the a«a coast unto a osflaln phoa 
CO Bad PwuaiiuiM or Pamaquki and so up lha Rlwar Htmwtt to tlia 
fuTthasi head «t ya same Bi II taodatb norditmtd* and MMndlns Iimb 
dMOM to Um fUTCr lOMbaqnl and m i^pmida bif dw i l w ri M l 
eayns le Ibe Rtver OMwds Mrihwud sad ^ an IbM Mmd cc 

WMka OT Leog Mmd NMwila tylns lod betaig twraidi tli» WMl of 



■Tha bwididM el ITaw Yark an dasctlbad la eaasMsnUa dalall U 

Hepeci of the I^egsnts el th* tMlverilty on ths Boundaries of th» Ststa 
ol New York [Slate) S Ooc Id". I»74, v I, 3&0 p. lIMM, v 2 3E7 p 
Volume 2 includes an iitdax lor both voluaei and eontalns capias Iroaa 
unpubliihed manuscript relating lo Ibe beiMdaites and a vast amount ol 
tautoncai natter, copies ol royal orsMs, ao^as bom liekl aeles. asd 
layarta al Mfsay^ 
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Csp^ ::rdd ye :i.-,:,.-w Hiqaniellt ibuiung upon ihe maiM Und 
b«lw««n iJia Iwo Rivers iheia csUkI or known* by th« MremU 
n«m«s of CcniiBclicun and MudBona Rlv«r loq«lhec also wllh tho 
uid rivar callad Hudions Hivor and all th« land Irocn the wesl *ld» 
c4 Coimedicutl to ye ea«t side oi Delawaia Bay and also alt )ho«a 
•MwaU Iilaadi eallad, or known* by Hm auMa el Mardn's ViD*y«d 
and MmhikM ottitwjaa NaaMdMlL 

The Dutch recaptured New York in ]ii'.y 1G73 and 
held It until it was restored to the English by the treaty 
of Weslmtmter, In Frtmiory 1674. Tlie Duke of York 
thereupon, to perfect his title, obtained a new grant 
in substantially ±0 some terou as that of 1664, of 
which the foilowmy :k an extroct (Now Yotk fSteris] 
Univ., 1874. V. 1. p. 10): 

All that part oJ the Mayns land o( New England, boqinning atl a 
certMn« Place called l-: Icncvr... by the name ol St. Croix next ad)oln 
ing to New Scotland i» Awertca^ and Irom thence extending along 
the Sea-Coaal into a rertalne place called Petuaquine or Pemacpiid. 
•ad «oe upp the R)v«r thetaol lo the lurthesi heed of the same as itt 
tiadalh Northwards ami •ItaodlnQ from the River ol Kinoboquo and 
n iwwatda by Uia drntaat Coursa to ha tOmt Canada Nofthwaidi: 
And alsoa alt ibal Island or Ulaode eegmMily called by Itw wmwM 
nama ot namaa ct MetemtdkM « toog laUnd. Bdluale lyMnq and belnq 
HMidi llM Wmi ol Gi|M Cod4. and Ihe Kam »««•«■, afaiMtaq 
iqMB th« Man* Und batwaan Um two Rfteca lhaf* callad or kiuiwna 
by flw awMiaa oamaa e( CtainBlacuMe and tiudanB mum, Teqalhar 
aboa wllh dw aild Kmt eallad Hi4hm Mmt, and aU Ida Land 
ftoB t» Mad aid* of Oonadaaili* IU*ar to (ba Eul alda «l Da la 
Waw Bay; and alae those sevwall islands, called or kncwne by tha 
H i Wat ol MartlD-Vlnyardi aad Nantuka*. otherwise Nanliwketl. 

Br 6we» 4fan<8 to Aio Duke of York and fh» con- 
quest of the Dutch p-nssessions in America, It can he 
seen that New York ortginaily had a claim to a inucii 
larger territory than is iwir Indudsd in its limits. The 
■uoceestvo chonges in ana may bo skaldiod as iol- 
lows: 

In 1664 the D-^kc of York sold the present Slate of 
New Jersey to Lord John Berkeley and Sir George 

KJOIVKWL 

In 1682 the Duke of York sold !o V/:l!lam Penn his 
tiJe lo D'elaware and the couiitry on ihe west bank of 
the Delaware, which hod boen originally settled by the 
Swedes but had been conquered by the Dutch and by 
1h«m suireideied to the Duke of York. 

In !c85 Pemrrquid and i's dependencies wore cn 
nexed to the New England government by a royal 
oidar of Ihe fanner Duke of York, who hod suocseeded 
Id the throne of England. 

By the charter of 1691 to Massachusetts Bay, all 
claim to any p>aTt of Maine was extinguished, and the 
Iskmds of Nantucket. Martho's Vineyard, and others 
adjacent (previously knovm as Duke's County, N.Y.) 
were annexed to Massachusetts Bay. 

The tenitcvy west oi Ihe Connecticut River to a line 
within obout 20 miles ol Hudson Rtver, now forming 
ports of Massachusetts and Connecticut, was. by agree- 
ments and concessions made at different times, sur- 
lendeied to dwee cokmiei, leqiectively. 
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New York by the cession of 1781 '.o -.ho United States 
relinquished all its dalm to land west of the meridian 
through the west extremity oi Lake Ontaiio between 
the north boundary of Pennsylvania emd fli© 45th 
pcrallel, and the peace treaty of 17B3 rut o:f the :eat 
of the area claimed by it west oi its present limits. (See 
18). 

.Massachusetts piicr to 178G claimed under its charters 
title to the soli, but not lo the sovereignty, of a large 
aieo west ol the Hiidson River fliat was cdso dalmed 
by New York; but by agreement of commissioners 
representing Ihe two colonies, signed December 16. 
1786, Mosaaditaselle released lo New York all land east 
of a meridian commencing on flie Pennsylvania line 82 
miles west of the Delawnre River and extending north- 
ward to Lake Ontario, except an area of 3,6(X) square 
miles east of thai line to be selected by Massodiusetts 
between die rivers "Owega and Chenengo" (New York 
[SlaleJ Univ.. 1874, v. 1, p. 219-220) 

The next rsduction in area was in 1791. when the con- 
sent of New York to fiie independence of Vermont was 

made effective by Congross. TItIs left New York with 
substantially its present boundaries, the distances along 
which are as follows: (see New York State Engineer and 
Surveyor, 1911. p 305 

The total length oi the State boundary is 1,430 miles — 
Canadian line, 445 miles; Vermont line, 171 miles; Mas- 
sachusetts line, 501^ miles; (Connecticut line to Long 
Island Sound, 81 miles; along the ocean around Long 
Island lo the New Jersey shore, 246 miles; New Jersey 
line. 92V& miles; Pennsylvania line, 344 miles to the 
beginning of the Oemodlon line in flie mbidle of Lcdce 
Erie. The boutultjiies ure fixed by accepted agreements 
and ore morked by natural watercourses or by monu- 
menls. 

For the history and setlloment ot the raslern bcund- 
ary of New York, see Vermont, pages 64, 65; Massa- 
chusetts, ixige 70; and Cbnneettcut pages 73, 74. 

A bill passed by the Legislature of New York, ap- 
proved March 29. 192Z provided for the resurvey of 
a port of the Stole boundary said to be In dispute, 
extending from Ihe northwest ooRier ot Cbonectlcut 
obout 12 miles southward. 

The nerfltem boundary wns fixed Isy the treaty of 

peace in !7B3 and by the con'.mission under the sixth 
article ol the treaty of Ghent. (See p. i2,) The 45th- 
parallel part of the boundary is on extension of the 
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to surway and mark the line, which was dMCribad ca 
fcttlowt <N0w J«ca«y StaL. 1821. p. 29-34J: 



UNrrco arATM 



AMD THK *EVEIWI. «TATI« 



Valennne and Collins line of 1772 ifi. 64) from the 
middle of Lake Chomplain to th« Si. Lawrence. From 
Lcdce Chomplain wMtwraid flie sxirvey woe oommencsd 

by OjIIjus and Sauiluer in 1773 and completed by Col- 
lins the following year (Mayo, 1923, p. 255-265). Tho 
boundary as thus morked is for from being a ibaight 
line (fig. 18). It is in places half n mile north of the 
45th parallel, and that parallel ;£ ciossoa by it in two 
places west of Rouses Point; but it was finally ac- 
cepted and confinned by the treaty of 1842 as pari of 
fiie norAi boundory «< Ibe UiUted States. (See p. 20 lor 
rofcic.-.ca to the Si. Lawrence ond loke porta of ihe 
boundary.) 

TIm faoundaiy between New York and New feraey 

was plainly slated !r. the ^rrnnl by the Duke of York 
to Berkeley and Car!©.-e;. (See p. 75.) In 1719 at- 
tempts were made to have the line run and marked, 
but nothing aaema to have been done (ill 1769, whan 
4ie King appointed commtsalonerB, who fixed on aub. 
stantially the present line In 1772 this line waa a: 
ceptad by both colonies, and in 1773 it was confirmed 
by flie King fn coundL Commiaaianera ¥rere appelnlad 



A dttaet Md •wtqhi ta* Inia <li* tMk et bnndi : 
iunetlaii at I ha Mftam at wMan call ad Ih* Hadu 
i4vw CWawara gr Ftabkill, in llw iMfhid* gi 4l*21'»7", to • iwk «b 
the wMi «ida tl lb* Hu^MA Ri««r, atarkad by lh» wU mw rnirei n, la 
llw bttlMde tt 41* ■iild rack wit ofdaNd to te Mifcad wMi Ifa* 
fellcMrtag woid» ma ilauM. vta: 'laHluda 41* tMffli;'' and «n Ik* 
•ouih aid* thamof, "Haw laiaay;" and en th* iiMlh tlda diaraal. "Naw 
Yoikr " «l»o lo msik every lieo lh»l »\cyl on the !ln» with live noichas 
And a biftzo rjn Iho northwosl and snulhoiuit sides iheroof. and to put 
ui: ;-:_n- i-h 1 iiriiMM':: ji I mile distance ■»-! .■■. other, along the 
saiw l,n« n'Jmiitir 8urh monum©ntjf> '.^■t■^l 'h*' number ci nujos: 

the same shall be (torn Iho b-.-loro menlionc I :^.[•rI-^J rock on Ihe west 
•Ide C'f iiudson's Btver. and maik Ota words New ]an«y" on lha 
south side and tho wnrdt "HaW York" «n lit* IMclh Mt <t awaiy 

In i«3-33 Lcnimisaicnc.'i; v/ore appelated by New York 
and New jersey for the settlement of the territorial llmita 
and jurisdiction of the two Slates. The commisaiomra 
leorhed on enjreemenl, which vroa raHfled In 1834 by 

each; State ar.d wns ronfiimHd l:y !7o:i^i:t>a3 Ly an 
act approved June 28. 1834. (4 Stat. L 708; New York 
Rev. Slot., 188Z, ▼. 1), providing aa foQowa: 

article: first. The bouttdarjr lln* bMwaan the two states ol New 
Yore and Now [pr^^y. a pglnl in tho middlo ol Hudson river. 

OfiF>^ll« Dis point on the West fhot* thareol, in the iorty first degree 
o! nonh lailhid*, *■ barMoioM aacaftalnad and m*rk*d, to liw mala 
seaw alMU ba ifa* aiiddto e( mid i«*w. «t A« Bay al Naw Tack. «{ 
tha walaf • blvraan Slatoa Uaad and Naw lanay, tad cf Raillan Bar. 
to lha main •*•: •iicapt aa liamlnaiHir otbarwia* psrticulailr i 




HGURE l&-Hi8torical diagram of New York. 
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AftTJCLE SECOND. Tho state nl Now York Bhai; retain lU proBMl 
jumdiction cf tnd over B«dIoe'* and DlU's islands, and shall also 
telain oxclusiy* (uriadiclion of and over the olhsr islands lyinq in 
tba wai«is abov« mentioned and now umtH' di* lurtidlellM oi liul 
•taio. 

ARTICLE TtflRO. thm Sw g( Nwr Yock ihill haw and Mtfoy 
Mchwh* Jariidkitim el ind «var «U 4h* wM«n ol lb* bay d Mmr 

Talk: aad of and o*«r all iba mMra a< Hiid^ rivar lybui wwu of 
MndiallaB Idaad and la lha •outfc of iba moufli ol 8|puylaBday«al 
etnks vti el and wwr Iba landi covered hy tha Mid wtlata to Hn 
lew walar ouik on tha wMtarly ec N«w leraey iMa ihaiaef; aublaci 
to liw ioUowlnq right* ol ptopariy and el jwlidiEttsn el Ilia ilala al 
Naw itney: thai ii to say; 

I. Tha siale of New lersoy shall liavo Iho ax<-iusive mhl <A properly 
In and lo iha land under water l/ln<3 wesi ol Ihe middle ol the bay 
oJ New York, an j wd3- .:i tho middle of that p«r> of Ihe Hudson ilvet 
which lie* between MarJiallan island and N<»w Fersoy. (246 U S. 328.] 

2 .h'j -i.^'o ol New Jersey shall h-^-h? l.v vj.Huslve jurisdiction ol 
and over (he wharves, dncks. and imFri''enients. made and lo bo 
made on ihe shore cl the said stale, and ol and ovor all vessels 
STrouivd on said shore, or iwtMiad lo any aueh whari oi dock, exoopt 
that Ihe said vessels shall b* <Bhi > U lo lha quarantine or health laws 
artd laws In relation to paaiaitgan. ti dta alala ol Naw Yosk. which 
now exist or which may hanallar ba p naiad 

3. The stale ol New leney ihtU have lha anctuaiva ilgbl of raqu- 
latinq iba flahariaa an lha wmmfy Mm «i lha niddla el atid w«tar«^ 
PmrUgi. That dia Bavl^nliaii ba no) obamielad «r UndaMd. 

AimCLE FDURIH lha Mala el Naw Yeifc ab«]l hww aachwhw 
Kiitedklienel and evar the vtatmt of tha Kil Van KoS halwaan Stalan 
Idand and New fanay to Iba waaMMMM and e( ehoelai'a Island hi 
laapaet to aiieb quatanltaa lawa, and law* talaUnq to passenqers as 
aaw axtot or may hataaflar be paesed under the auihatiiy ol thai 
Mala, and for exarutln^ Ihe same, and the said stale shall also have 
aadiulve lutisditiion (or Ihe like purfoees cl and ever Ihe waters ol 
Iho sound from Ihe weslerrjnost end oi Shooter's Islar^ to Woodbridoe 
creek as to all vessels bcur.d lo any port In the said state ol Now York 

ARnClX FIFTH. The slate ol New Jersey shall have and enjoy 
exclusive lurisdiction oi and over all the waters ol Ihe sound between 
Stalen Island and Now Jersey [ym>3 south ol Woodbridqe crook, and 
of and over all Ihe waters of Raman Bay lyin>3 westward ol • line 
drawn from the light-house al Prince's bay to the mouth of Msllavan 
creek: subiecl lo the following aqhti oi ptopnly and ol jurlidieUaa 
of tho slate of New York, that is to eay; 

1. Tha slaia ol Naw York ahall have Iba aadualva riqhl ct PNparty 
HI and to Iba land under w«ier lylnq halwaan lha Diddla af dia aald 
walat* and Stolen UUnd. 

2. Iba alato cf Naw Yeik aball bava lha atehnita ju^lMen el 
and o*w lha whamiv docfc«, and hmnwreoMiBia nada and to ha 
■ada en lb* ahem el SatoB Uand. and ef and evar all veeaala 
atremd en aald ahota er laitonad to any audi wbaif or dock: exnrpt 
Ifaal lha aald vaiaala ahatl ha aublad lo lha quaianlUie oi health 
lawa In relation to passengers cf Ihe state of Raw lacaay wfakdl nvw 
axill or which may herealtor be passed- 

3. The stale cl New York shall have the oxduaivo right j| rogutaling 
the fiahetlet boiwocn the shore of Slalen Island and Ihe nlddle o< 
said waters: Pruruieil. Thai flia naM|«allen el Ihe aald walara ha nai 

oLsli'jctod or hindered. 

Bedloes Tslantd and Ellis Island, although on tho New 
lers&y side o( the boundary, are under the jurisdiction 
oi the State of New York ond ore a part oi Greater 
N««r York Oty.** 



•Saa Naw Yark Stale Lm af XW, dtapi. ». aae. 7 and OlaaHt Maw 
tbifc dNitot, laV. dtap. 1. aa& t. 
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In 1876 commissioners were appointed lo relocate 
flie land boundary behwean Naw York and New )enay 
and either to replace monuments that had become 
dilapidated or destroyed or to erect new ones. The com- 
missioners found slight discrepancies between some of 
the original marks and the published desciiptiaas. 
hereof, and die te^islotute of eoch Slate ordered fliat 
the original mon jrr.ents should be considered the true 
boundary. (See New York S. Doc. 17 oi 1875 and New 
York 8. Doa 20 of ISflZJ 

In 1874 the New Icrsoy Go-olcgiccl Surrey rctra,~i3d 
the land bouiiia.-y bjtwuen Ncv,' Juisoy aijd I'^cw York. 
The report by liiH State geologist, published at New 
Brunswick in 1874, contains a plat showino Ihe diver- 
gence between the line os run and marked In 1774 by 

compass a:ui lh(> true arc of c (jronl -irrle tiftlwof'n Ihn 

two terminals. The greatest divergence is at Green- 
wood Lake {mile 26 from Ihe Hudson Rlvei) and is 

2,415 fef?t. Throi:gho\;1 i's leng'h ihc accepted boundary 
is south oi the straight Ime and thus gives (o New York 
about 10 square mfles of territory fliat was originally in- 
tended to tie a part of New lersey. 

After Alls survey New Jersey proposed that New 
York should cc:it:y::i to a relocation of the hou.-icinry 
on the arc of a circle, but New York foiled to concur. 
Later Ihe two Slates ciooepted the line as tiRirked in 
1774 as a valid bo mtinry cmd appointed commission- 
ers, who re-marked the entire line in 1882 with granite 
monuments placed at each highway and railroad cros- 
sing and at the end of each mile, measured from the 
bank of the Hudson {Laws ol Now York for 1880 and 
Laws of Now Jersey for 1881). 

In 1887 a Joint commission of Ihe two Stotes was ap- 
pointed to delemlne and mark the boundary through 
Raritan Bay. This trommissi^n came tO an agreement, 
the terms of which are as follows: 

nnt. Fm« "Qnal teda HeblJieMia." hi Raritan bar, aarlh. twanlr 
daqwaa abilaan odniilaa waai, iiua, to a peinl la dia ndddia «1 Dia 

watars el Arlhw Kill, er ftelen IsUitd Sound, aquldtslant tietween lha 

scuthweeterly corner cl the dwelllmj house ol David C ?,.il-:i at 
Ward's Point, cn Siaten Island, In the State cj Now Ycrk. al Ihe 
foutheastetly ccrner cl Ihe brick buiiding on Iho lands cl Conlsndl 
L Parker, a' the mlersecilon ol the westerly line al Water sireel with 
the northerly line M Uwia atiea4. In Pinh Aaber. tai Iba Blala ef 
New feriey 

Sci'tnil. From Great Beds light house " south, sixty-lour dei^rees 
and Iwenty-cne minutes oast, truo IS 6<*2r D. in line with the center 
D( Waackaark or Wllssn's Learon. in Monmojlr. County. New jorsar. 
ie a point at the inlafMcllon ol Hid Una with a Una eonnaetisq "Maf, 
«an No. r tttanqidalleii paint, MS. Ceaal and Ceedailc Sinvar. hi 
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Middlesex CoiNMy, H«w Unmf, with lb* "QrtniM wd lima bNcen." 
D«rk*d oo lb* set on puny Inq aups «• "Raaat (ten* bMOon." (tluAMd 
OB ib* "Gty ItonHr jIimI,-" «Dd Hmdm «b • Dm baaijiiv ■edh. 
la w B iy^ wa dagiMt «ad alM adnutas Mat, tiu* Oi 77*9' EJ, con- 
iMcHng "Ifargm Na S" trtngiikliMi paMH. Ca«l tad OaoMe 
Sttfiwr< la MUdltMX Cbuaiy, ttaw tawr. wMh nM "JtaMt ■taM 
bMeoB" Hbt Hm p«Mtao ttuou^h said bMcen «nd cntttnuia^ In dw 
MBW dlracUank to • poinl it lis InlMMctlon wtth a tine dr*vni b«lw««ii 
llw "Baek bMcea." en 9n><ir Hook. N«w lorssy, «nd ih» irUnquUitca 
point of Ihe US G»odenc Survey, known as iho Orwn'.al Hotel, on 
Coney Ulsnd. New York: then 80uihe«8:erly, st right *ngl»8 with 
th^ *.<^^'- i:'-Tiiioned Una to Iho main se4. 

I'htid. The moaummM metks by wh^ Mid boitnilary line shell 
be hereehef kiMwa and racognlMd ai* hanbr dadaiwl to ba aa 

follr>w»; 

I T:-..- ' Urost Beds lt ;lii 

2. A permanent montutiont marked "Stsle bdindsTy Ime New York 
and New Jersey." end to be placed at Ihe intene^ion oi the line 
drawn iiom the "Great Beds light-hoyse" to "W»acka»ck cr Wilson's 
beacon," Monmouth County. New lersey, and the line drawn Irani 

"Moi9«a Na 2" ManqxtUikoa |M>liit. U.Ek, Coaai and Gaedallc Surmy. 
In Middlaawt Ceuatjr. Naw Jtaor- w "Renar alena baac a n." 

S. Bghl buaya or iplndla*. to be marked Ilka the pamanani moou. 
nmt thv*m RiHilloned, and placad al ■uittfcW Manairinv polml* along 
dw lina Ifon iha aaid pannanent ownunant to ifc* "Itgovir stone 
baaeon." 

4. The "P.;rr:CT r.'-'n-:^ h^fl-'n" 

In 1774 comnusslons were appointed by New York 
and Pannayhranla to Rx the "beginning of die 43d de- 
gree" of north latitude (the 42d parellel) on Ihe Mohawk 
or western branch of the Delaware River, which is the 
northeasi comer of Pennsylvania, and to proceed west- 
ward i3nd fix the line between Pennsylvania and New 
York. These commissioners reported in December of 
Ihe seme year that ihoy had fixed the northeasi corner 
of Pennsylvania and marked it as follows (Pennsyl- 
vania Dept. Intamed Attain. 1887, p. 495): 

• ' * in a srril! Js'-.n,; rtiaiked B In the Draught planted a Slone with 
(he Letters NE.W VOh.<, 1774 Cut cn one side and on the Top LAT. 
42' VAR 4'20'. Thence due West on Ihe West side ol Delaware 
P.v.-fj V.'r l!p-ir-i 1 Hoep o) Stsnes at High V/*ler mark and in the 
3.3; i '•'•''>^i' A r'-T_::as dislant. planted another Stone as at C with 
the Letien POmSLYVANlA 1774 Cut on Iha Sbulh alda and on Top 
Lai 42* Var. 4*20' and bom. (bansv due W«il 18 P. mukad an A* 
TVtai. Bui Iha rigour of Hia Saaaon pMvaniad m Inm ( ifom a< tl n g 
hitibar. 

Nothing further seems to have been done until 1786- 
87, wben coountssionAre were onpoinled to iinish the 
work thus begun, and the lines were run and monu- 
ments erected. The line was ratified by Pennsylvania 
in 1789, but no action was taken by the New York 
Legislature until the cjdop&oa of the rwvind stettules 
in 1829. The line is desciffaed as JoUows (Peniwylvankr 



Stat. L, 1908, V 13 p 378-379, Hanisburg, Mitchell & 
Flanders; New York Rev. StoL, 1882, v. 1, p. 130, 
Albany, Banks & Btes J: 

A meridian line drawn through the most wesJefly banl or tadlfln- 
tlon ol Lake Ontano.- then south aloruj said meridian Una to a mooil- 
ntenl In Ihe beginning ol Ihe forly-lhirr: doqr^e cf north latitude [on 
the loflysecond psrsilel], oreclod in ■hp /oar 17B7, by Abraham 
Hardonbunjh and WiUiam W. Mocriii. ' oinirjisiloners on ihe part oi 
iMs slate, and Andrew Elllcott and Anwew Forlsr. commission*rs on 
Iha pan ol the state ol Pennsylvania, lor the purpose cl ir.mtmj the 
teimlrialion oi the line ot luiisdlctlon between this «tn'n nnd the said 
state ol Pennsylvania: then east along the line osiAhhs^oJ and marked 
by said lasi mentioned commissioners to the ninetieth roileslono in 
the same parallel oi latitude, erected In the year 17B6, by lamea 
CUnton aod Simon DaWlil, conwilMiaoara on ihe pan of this State, 
and Aiidtaw EUkon, mBiiMiwInwar en Iha put oi Pennsylvania; vthicit 
■aid iibiMlalk nilafioM (lands on Ihe waatam side ol the aouth 
faraoch at Iha lloqa Rlwac iban aaM akng bt Una eatibUsbad mi 
oiarbad by aald laat-mnHcaad! eeanliilanan, to • alena oiaciad bi 
t)ia year 1774, on a tmaH talind to <ba OilttwaM ilvar, by Camual 
Holland and David ilmanhoiiaa. commisslonen on the part el Iha 
colonlaa of Maw Toilc and Pannsylvanla, lor iha putpeaa al naiklBa 
Iha baqbuiliiq of iIm lotly-lUrd degree ol nciih lailtudar Iban down 
aloim aald Delaware river to a point opposite to the (otk ot bnaeh 
formed bv h,-, ir -i:on of the sttoam called Mahackamack with Ihe 
said Delav^'sitf ir,'«x. in the lalllude of 41*2r37" north; then in a 
straight line to the termination, cr. ir.c c.is- bank of Ihe rvliv/iMo iivpr 
cl a linn run in ilio year 1774. by V.'ill„ir.i Wickham and Sa.TiuBl Gale, 
oocnmlseioners on the port ol ihe then colony oi Now York, and Jchn 
Slevana and Waiter Ruthmiord, commiasianets oa Iho part ol Iho than 
colony el Naw Jaiaay. 

THp meridiar. line forming part ai Ihe west boundary 
of Nev( York v/as surveyed and marked 1790 by 
Andrew niicott. In order to fix the initio! point for this 
line, EllloQtl ran a tioveraa line hem Ihe vresi end of 
Lake Ontario along the lake shore to Ihe Niagara River, 
•j:. and across that nvor, thenco southwest along the 
south shore oi Lake Erie to the computed longitude oi 
ihe startlngr point The notes of this eufvey hove been 
lost. (New York fStatel Univ.. 1874. v. 1, p. 324.) The 
total lentjth of the meridian line from a stone post set 
on the shcie cf Lake Erie Id ihe Poiinsylvan;a north 
line was later found to be 98.525 feet. In 1869 a large 
granite monument was set at a p>oln1 440 feet south o! 
the lake-shore mark. (See I:g. 2C.) 

Positions on 1927 N.AJ). for some oi these monuments 
are given below. They (oil souOi of Ihe pofotlel of 42* 
laUlude. 

The initial monument, of granite, is 600 feet west oi 
the center of the Delaware River, la! 4PS8'58.26" N.. 
long 75'=21 '43.07" W. 

Boundary mark 6:4r59'56.95". 75''28'39.79". 

Boundary mark 54:41 '•59'S4.72". 

Monument 221, 3J miles east oi Ihe soulhweet comer 
of Mew York, lot 4l»S9'55.90" M.. long 79»4n2.84" W. 

The New York-Pennsylvonir: boundary line w.-is re- 
stirveyed in whole or in part in 1877-79; between 1881 
and 1885 all oiisaing marks were replaced wifli gnmlle 
posts. There ore now 519 stone monuments an the 42d- 



Digiiized by Goo^i 



pctraUel line. 224 of which are milestones. There are 18 
nilMlonM md 32 other marks oa the meridian bound- 
ary. The marks between milestones on these lines are 
mostly at county corners and highway crossings." 
These boundaries as now located were confirmed by 
oongrSBsioncxI act ol Att9U8t 19, 1690," 'whldi con* 
tains a brief h. story of the lines. 

In order that the transportation and terminal facili- 
ties In tfie area tndudlnv New York City and the ad* 
jacor.t port cf New Jersey might be systematically de- 
veloped, iho l&gialatures of the two Stotes in 1921 
created a Port of New York District, within which fliree 
eominissioners from each State should constitute a 
fort of New York Authority lor the preparation of plans 
for tunnels, bridges, and railways, which, when ap 
proved by the States, should be constructed under their 
supervision. This compact by flie Slates was approved 
by Cc.rigress August 23, !92' (42 S'at. 174), and the 
general pUms prepared by the commissioners were 
approved by the State legidolure and Congress tn 1922 
(42 Stat. 822). The Port of New Yoik District is irregular 
in outline. It Includes near its borders parts or all ol 
Palerson, Summit, Plainfield, New Brunswick, and 
Sandy Hook, N.J., and Rockaway B^^.i-h. larmic.T Rye. 
and White Plains, N.Y., and covers a total area oi 
about ]i540 squeire miles. 

NEW JERSEY 

Although 0ie original grant of 1606 from the English 
sovereign covered the territory forming the present 
State of New Jersey, the ilrsi grant that directly related 
to New Jersey was that given in 1664 to Lord John 
Berkriley and Si: Gocrge Carteret, by the Duke of York, 
two months before the setting out oi his expedition to 
todw possession of New York. The fdllowiiig SKtraet 
from that grant defines ttis boundarise (Thorpe. 1909. 
V. 5, p. 2534J; 

' * ' att that IXMI el tami adlaeant to N*w EmitaiKt. and lykig and 
hUaq i» a» wraiward ef Long blmd and Manhitu falmdi and 
iMundad on Ih* M*t pan by ihn natii aaa and pan by Hudam'a rtvar, 
and halli upon the wrsi r>«I«waje b«y or rWer, «nd extended south- 
ward to (he m«ln ocean an («r a« C«p« M«y. «1 the mouth ol the 
D»law«re b«y. and to the northward as far as the northprmcst branch 
o( the said bay or ilvei of Delaware, which Is forty one dogrcoa and 
forty minutes ol latitude. ' and i-rosseth over thence In a slialqht line 
to Hudscn't rtvar, in iotty-on« d»qT«« oi ialltud*; wiilch Mid ttaci oi 
!and is hefaaAar lo be eallad by Mi* saoMB oi Now Caaaaioa or Maw 

" For • dtaMplloa ol each nark see PannayWaiua D*|!l Inlanul Aifaira 

(im, p. 4aik-iau). 

•■II Stal. L US. Tat palfng— to FnBwyImiia>Naw Tort boundary 
aurvayi aiul n.irii;. >i«c> C4fy ^<nrt nt(>rd«n. l^ws ol Pannaylvanla. v. 3. 
p HH. and ."rtx-nj c( ihi? Fcic.ii! d ih« Uniwiity ol tha Slate ol Naw 
York Ne* Ycri S Doe. 109 lor 1873 (pub in 187«(. Aaaasibly Doc 91 
<cr Az-.«mb\y Doe 49 lor 1870, Asaaoibly Doe 100 lor l«80. S Doe 

2a tor 1882. S Doc. 71 lot l«86. 2B Slat. L 333. The KniUiwaal oornar ol 
Haw Vatk ia daaortbad tt Kaw Vork S. Doe. 71, ISH^ p. ISS. 

••m» point, aaar aalM Mm TM4iaia Hack, tta* iliKa bow band lo bo 
at tat 4l*lt'B.r' N. Md iMig 7t Mmr W. 
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In March. 1673, Lord Berkeley sold his undivided 
molsty ef New Jenc»y to lohn Penwfak, by iirfioai, ia 

the following year. It v/as sna-.n sold. On July I, 1676. 
was executed the famous Quintipartlie deed" by 
which the eastern part was given to Sir George Carte- 
ret, to be colled east New Jersey, and the western part 
to William Pbnn ond II other proprietors, to be called 
west New Jersey. The dividing line between the two 
ports as described in the act ol March 27. 1719. was 
a straight line from the northwest comer of flie province, 
on the Etelaware fliver, to the most southorly point of an 
"island of sand * * * known by the name cf Little 
Egg Harbour," 

Sir George Ctrrleret, at his death in 1678, left his land 
to be sold. It was sold in 1682 to the 12 proprietors of 
west New feisey. who admitted other partners. Con- 
firmation grants were made to the proprietors of both 
provinces by the Duke of York and confirmed by the 
King, but between 1697 and 1701 the pro{>rietor8 re- 
peatedly mode petitions to be ollowed to sunemdsir 
their right oi government to fiie Ctown. In 1702 Oie 
surrender v,-.ts made and was accepted by Queen 
Anne, and the two ports were united and made the 
province of New Jersey. (Tboipe. 1909. p^ 258SJ 

For the history of '.he n.'^rlhem and eoslem bound- 
aries, see New York, pages 76. 77. 

The grant from the Duke d York to Berkeley and 
Ccr'cri?* defined the- v.'esf boundary of New Jersey tO b* 
the Delawajo FLivg; isoe alxjve). 

The line between New lersey and Delaware is thus 
described (Revised Statutes of Delawore, 1874, dicqx 

1, BBC. Z). 

Low-waier mark on the eastern side of the ikver Delaware, withta 
tl>» twolva-mUa eiida Jioiii Naw Cailia,- and die middle ol die bay 
faakar aald ctnto. 

In 1876 the Legislature of New Jersey authorized the 
governor lo oomroence a suit In the Supreme Court oi 
Oie United Stales to settle the Ixjundary between New 

Jersey and Delaware. New ferKi^y claimed iurindic- 
tion and title to the middle of the Delaware River and 
Delawofe Bay wldiin the I24ni]e circle, while Dekiware 
claimed the area to the low-waier mark on the east 
shore The suit commenced under this act was "dis- 
misf k1 V, tiioui prejudice" In April, 1917 (205 U.S. 55©. 

Meanwhile the questions of jurisdiction and owner- 
ship of the tract had been under discussion by com- 
missioners representing the two States, who in 1905 
entered into a compact providing for concurrent Juris- 
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dleUen over the disputed ana, but Owy coiild not agnv 

on Ihe proper location of the boundary tine. This com- 
pact was ratified by the legislatures and approved by 
Ooognm by act of JoDiucny 24. 1907. 

Suit was again ©ntprcd in ths Surrerne Court at its 
October term, 1929, m a.i aiitn.pt to obtain a final 
settlement of this long-standing controv^gy. New ]er> 
ley's bill ol complqlnl omd Delaware's oneww oontaln 
considerable hisioffcal notler irelotin? to the two Stales. 
T],o adverse claims to the area in question were re- 
viewed at great length in Senate Executive Document 
21. Thirllelh Congress, flfst session, published In 1848. 
Althoufjh ^he tatn! rryec involved was only cbou^ ?.2 
square mijes, it included valuable oyster beds and was 
therefore of importance to New Jersey. The decision of 
the Cburt, handed down Fefamory S, 1934, validated 
the claim of Delaware that the boundary is Ihe low- 
water n-jork on the eaEio.Ti ^iiore ; f ;he nver within 
the 12-mile circle. It hirther decreed that the boundary 
is the nudn channel of novlgatlon below flw dide. This 
decree grarifo J "h* claim of New Jersey (291 U S 3G1) 

Commissionei:> were rrppointed by New Jersey and 
PsnnsylvonJa to settle the iursdiction over the Dela- 
ware River and the islands within it. and their report 
(Revision of the Statutes of New Jersey. 1877, p. 1181- 
U82), ratified in 17B3, Is In port as MIows: 

,Frpil. n is (iMtersd Ihst A* ttnr Mmnn lien the siation point 
gr iwilkiwiMl eeoMT «l N«w I«rMr. iiui W wily " to the p'.dce upon ths 
mM livsr vrfim llw cteculu bound«ty of ihs Slat« of Dslawtre 
loudMlh upea lb» «»m«, in »h« whole len^jth tnd breadth lhor»of. 1> 
and »hiill continue to be and I'jir.n.n a L -nrir-. hi-h-.v.iy y lit... 

end cpen lot iho use. b«n»lil. .iin.. .si.i.dii.ig»! cJ :!it' sa:u c5n'iaclii»-3 
partwa, etc. 

HcriiHilly. Thai mioh State shall anioy ami wivrciM a ooncurrenl 
turtadicllon. wlihin and upon the w«Mr. ssd Mi 1I|MB lb* dry had 
batw*«g th» ihocM of Mid elver. 

The rule lor apportlaning the Islands was that they 
ahould be assigned to Oie Stole 

le whidi Nch liHiitaMd dry lud deOi lia Mtnsi. *( Ih* Km* tt 
MklMi and •m«i>Uii9 Ifats sgrMgwiU; «d liM aU ethsr lihndi wHMn 
Mid llw totwMa A* (ills aT IViBien and flt» Msts of IMswin. 
which tn not iMrvinsnw porticuUrly MiunanMd. ahill be bsHndar 
dmmad end eonaldered et ptttt sad p«K*b «i 11m StAl*. to wMdi 
•ueh Itlanci dotfa Ito imwwI al dM» haiaeti > * * tabada haraallar 
formed ' ' shall ba dawad and annaiiad * ' * acoordtng l» Ihe 
wune principal. 

The Islands between iw ioffls <rf Trtnton and the 
rv^!cm-are line wen divided as follows: Biles Island, 



■ms is a aiil^ Ttie Stm n«k mSl 



near Tror.loi-,,- W'.ridmili Island, op;:ositc Fhila.delphic; 
League Island, Mud or Fort Island, Hog Island, and 
Little Tlnieum Idand were assigned to Pennsylvanlo. 
To New Jersey were glvor. Biddies or Newbolds, Bur- 
lington Pettys, Red Bank, Harmanus, Helms, Chester, 
and Shiverses Islands. 

In 1786 other commissioners were appointed by New 
Iwsey and Permsylvania for more accurately deter- 
mining and describir.q :he islands in the De'av.-ara from 
the northwest oomer of New jersey down to the iails 
of Trenton. Th^ reiiort was raHfied and eonfixmed by 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey in 1786. The New Jersey 
act oi March 16, 1786 (Lows oi New Jersey, ed. of 
1S21, p. 78-^79). menUene 7S of 4ie Islands by name. 

Pennsylvania" 
The Swedish West India Co.. diartered by the King 

of Sweden in 162"- sstciblished the first permanent set- 
tlement on the w-ijst t;cink of the Delaware, occupying 
a part cf :he lerr-.tory now in Pennsylvania and Dela- 
wofe; the Dutch bod previously established trading 
posts there, which had been destroyed by ihe Indians. 
The Swedes acquired, by .^Mccessive purrhrrses irom 
the Indian chiels, all the land extending from Cape 
Henlopen to the great fcdls of Ihe Delaware and ccdled 
it Ng .vt Sv.-eden. In 1655 this territory was sunendered 
to the Dutch. (Hazard, 1850, p. 185.) 

By Ihe conquest of the New Netherlands, in 1664, the 
Duke of York seems to have claimed successfully the 
settlements on the west bank of the Delaware as part 
of his dominions. 

In 1681 Charles U oi Engiond granted to WilUam 
Penn the Province of Pennsylvania. The iollovring ex- 
tract from the charter defines the boundaries {Thoipe, 
1909, V. 5, p. 3036): 

an ibai Tna «r Part* of laod In Amertet. wMh all Uw Islaikis Hiavato 

crnnieyned. as ihn tamo la beundad OR Iha Ea*t by DcUteare Rtvaf, 

from the twelve miles dl*lance noMhwerd* ol A'fir CnMtf Towns 

untr. 'tio :hrr... rrirl.r.ll, .-.(.n'r..-. ,- • l'r:P'r.n Int^fude. 1! the Bald 

Rive; (iLKiih cjiLontit; =c inj:o Ht-jiiiwatda: But il the said Rlvei ahalt 
net extend soe lane Northwaid. then by the said Blver so« farr as 11 
dcth extend; and from the head ol the said Htvor the Easterns B«uf.ds 
aie to bee determined by a Meridian Line. 1o bee dr.i.'ri--- fr-.n 'h' 
head cf Ihe setd River, unto the said three arxl fortieth Dagiee The 
said L.ands to extend westwards five degrees In longitude, lo bee 
computed ficcn the said Fasleine Bounds: and the said t.andt to bm 
bqmtdad on the North by the boginninq cf the three and fOTllalll 
daqiae e( Nettbanie Lalttuda. and on ihe South by a Circle drawne 
•t twslws inllss dJslmes Iran Kttt Cmttle Northward and Wealward 
unle dM iM«limine el dis fortladi dagtas et Norihsm Ulliuda, and 
lisiMw by a siral^lii Uns Wssiwaid to dis Umin «l lomHude sbowa 
maniiortcd 

The luUowing explanation regarding the use of Ihe 
word "beginning'' In amnection with degrees of lati- 
tude in this grant is given by Donaldson (1884. p. 45): 

"Uw hall legal ttUe isr PansiaylvanU li "Ui« Ceounanwattih of Peon. 
ayhMia." 
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I ha ctaMUMd Umi Um ^»o^t»pkan ol ttwi d*r i 
cf Itttliid* M WDM teUng dMlgulieB Ivob 
P(mU*Ik hcae* ih* naiih boiiodaty pf P«mHyW«)i«. 
th* baqfaRdng ol Ow 49d Jiqtii . iMUy lb* 42d pinM. Hw i 
boundary, baing lb* b«<jtanlng of th» 4Mi dtqrM. wm nwHy tm 
3Bth (wraUel • ceaMlnMlOB lor wfaldi Paan MiBMlly eonlMiM In 
hi* di^iui* with Lord Baltimore in MtaUsB to Hw boii(ld«r MWMH 
PeonsyWania and MaryUnd. 

OMhingr (1900. 39 soya: "Th« idaa of o poicdlet 

of latitude seems to be a band about 'he earth [xxrallel 
10 the Equaio; and 1 ' wide. v/id. ilie beginning' newest 
the Eq;ualor." 

Ih* qraot to William Pdnn included a kirge tract of 
lond in ths nordiMAtofn pari of flw prswnl Starts of 

Pennsylvanir: gBnerally refs^•e.^ 'o Ss the Wyoming 
Valley, which was claimed by Corniedicut under its 
dnrtsr ol 1662. <Se« Hg. I9i Tb» Indian ttde lo this land 
was transferred to settlers from Connect'crst by deed 
dated July 11. 1754. wherein the area was thus des- 
olbad {Mtawr. 1645, p. 68; Ston*. 1844. app.); 

Beginning from the ooe and fortl«lh d»gre« o< north tatltuda. at tan 
mil** dtstanoe aaat ol Suiquahanna Rivor. and from lhance. with a 

norh'jriy lir.o ton miWa i-ii.' i.' i.^e rivet, to the ioiiy ?.f:,r.>r, I or 
bequuilrnT icnv-lhJfd .-.Bjiae of north latimdo .ir.-l n-iu-.na 

wast two dfi^ror-i r: jGnq-.iude. one hundred and 'v/t.-n'y rnll^s, -ar. I 
froB Iheoce south lo the beginning at the lody-aecond decree, and 
Mt to llw I 
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This cir&ct was orqnnized by Connecticut in 1776 as the 
county of Westmoreluiid. Ttie coniiictu»sJ 4.iaims of Ck>n- 
n«cliciit and Pennsylvania to ftto land were for many 
yaan a octuM of dispute, and eevetal batllM wen* 
fought for poaaeooion, but a court of arbltraUon cq>- 
pointed by tho Continenld Qhiqims oworded U to 
Peiuwylvania in 1782. 

For a history of tho norihsm and eoatam boundaries 
of Pennsylvania, see Nsw York, paig» 7B and Ncm 
Jersey, page 80. 



That port of the aoutham boundary of Pennsylvania 
which seporatds Panmytwania iiom Delaware, as de- 
fined by the charter of 1681. is on arc of a drde of 12 

miles radius, havuvj New Ca.sile, Del., as lis center. 
This line was siorveyed and marked in 1701 under a 
woRont fcont William Penn. (See p. 84 J 

According to the original grant of 1681 tlie bountJary 
between Pennsylvania and Itiiaryland wai to be the 
"beginning of the 40(h decree of norOiem loUlude," or 
what v.'9 would now call inp 39'.r. parallel of latitude. 
(See p. 80.) This boundary was for many years in 
dispute. Lord Baltimore claiming the country along 
Delawcrro Boy and River to the mcu'h of the Sohuykill 
which was also claimed by the Duke si York mider his 
cjrant of 1664. William Penn. in 1682, obtained from the 
IXike of York a release oi bi« daim, but not until 1760 
was an agreement reached wllh Maryland. Oommla- 
■loners were appointed in 1732 and again ir. '.739 to 
nm the line, but they toiled to agree, and chancery 
suits weire the result Flnodly a dedslon of Lord CSmtir 
cellor Hardwlck In 1750 v.-as taken as a basis for ad- 
judication, and an agreement was signed July 4, 1760, 
by which the line between Pennsylvania on the one 
port and Delaware and Maryland on the other was to 
be determined as follows: 

A diw easl'West line was to be run across the penin* 
sula frcm Cape Henlopen to Chesapeake Bay. From 
the axacl middle of this line a line wot to bm drawn 



F16URE 19.— Historical diagram ot 
Pennsylvania 
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north which would be tangent to the western arc of a 
circle having a radius oi 12 English statute miles meas- 
ured horizontally from the center of the town of Naw 
Coail*. From lh« tangent point a line was to be drawn 
due nariti until 11 Intoraectad a parallel of latitude IS 
m;les due south of the southf^rnmost rxir*. of tho rity of 
Philadelphia. This point of intersection would be the 
nottheost comer of Maryland^ and from It Ow line was 
to be rxin west en a parallel as for as it tomed the 
boundary between the two Provinces. 

In 17B0 cxynwntestooflfs oRid nil vmyum were ap- 
pointed: they spent sovoral years in measuring the 
base line and tiie lanqent llr.e between Marylar.d and 
Delaware. The proprietors became wearied with the 
delay and sent from England two ianiouB ntothemati- 
dans, Charles Mason and Jeremfah Dixon, who veri- 
fied the work of their predecessors mid ran tfie hne 
betvreen Pennsylvania and Maryland, ever since called 
(he Mason and Dixon line and probably ftie most 
widely known boundary in the United Slates. (See flq 
190 Mason and Dixon determined the latlilude of this 
line, whidi Ihey locoled 15 miles soufli of Fhiladeplifai. 
to be 39'43'!7.6" N. That they were skilled nnd did 
their work carefully is shown by the fact that by the 
rsflurvey. made 200 years later with modern instru- 
ments and methods, the position found for the line at 
the northeast comer of Maryland differed only 1.9" 
from that determined by them. The krier posiUan is 
39*43'19.S21" N. (See p. 8SJ 

Mason and Dixon began work on ftto Ibie In 1763 
bi;t were stopped by Indians in 1767, after having run 
the line about 244 miles west of the Delaware (230 milea 
18 dwdns 21 links from the northeast ooroer of Maiy- 
land) and thus not quite finishing the work as planned, 
although it hos since been ascertained that they had run 
about 90 mUss beyond die northwest oocner of Mdry- 
lond." 

The original stones for i>-mlle marks an t}as lino wore 
eonred In Bigland ftoin oolitic limestone; Lord Balti- 
more's coat of arms was shovm on the Maryland side 
and the Penn arms on the Permsylvania side. (See 
Ikr. 2D.) Intermediate milestones were smaller and 
wsie marked "M" and "F' only, on opposite sides. 

Because of (he removal of the stone at the northeast 
corner of Maryland and for other reasons, i! was 
deemed desirable to resurvey and rc-mork "he State 



boundaries (n flxit locdl(y: consecxu»i% Marykmd 

(in 1S461, Delav-'ins ttn 1847), and Per.i.^y.Var.ic: (in 
1849} authorized the appointment of cocnmissioneis to 
undertodce (he (ask. An Amy offioer was dslegated by 
them to make the surveys, which were completad in 
1850. In the r&aurvey oi tho arc bou.'-.dary and of tho 
adjacent lines, the surveyor in charge imfortimcrtely 
disregarded "the well-known nde that an actual Vsum 
upon the ground is to be preferred to ttie written d^ 
scription of the some line in a deed." He changed the 
posiUon of the arc boundary as mariced In 1701 and 
osslgned to Piannsyl'vanla Ow trlonqukir strip 3!4 miles 
in length (about 840 acres in area) wes". of ihe arc 
boundory, east oi Maryland and south of the Mason 
and Dixon line, which hod previously been assumed 
to bolong to Delaware. This survey was approved by 
the commissioners from Ihe three States, but no formal 
actkm legonUng it app ears (o hove been taken by ttis 

Stntp '.erjislctures."" 

In 1889 and 1930 the Lssgislutuxea of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland authorized the appointment of a joint 
commission to "ascertain and re-mark" the boundary 
between the two States. The field work for this survey 
was commenced in 1900 and completed in 1903. No 
changes in the line as run by Mason and Dixon were 
mode; straight tines were run between orfginal monu* 

mcnts, and many new stonf^s were set on tho .ine3 
thus established. The report of the commission, dated 
January 25. 1907. was published In ISOB by authority 
of tho Legislaturo c: Mrrrylcmd and in 1909 by Pennsyl- 
vania. These volumes contain a description oi each of 
4ie 225 boundory monuments, includUitg many of Htm 
original stones that were repaired and losel: they also 
contain a bsbljisgraphy of manuscripts and documents 
lelaUng to the line .wUdt has more Aon 2,000 entries. 

Positions for a dozen or more points on the Mason 
and Dixon line hove been determined by the U-S^ 
Geologkxd Survey, soom of whldi cne os fulkiws: 

UniHtoW.) Uii(Mii4>C».) 

as'iriu" 

a9'4riM" 76'M'4M" 
»'«'13.S" 7S"5nS.«" 



39*43' 13.8" 
39" 43' 14. 2" 
39*43' 17.5" 



76*SS'11.«" 
76*52'S5.7" 
76*41*54.3" 



Tor • popular d«*ctip<lii« ot ih* 
tan IIM. p. mi. 



work by Mamn and DiJion, ••« 



In 1889 the Legislatures of Delaware and Psnnsyl- 
vania authorized the re-marking of flie boundary be- 
tween the two States. The commissioners aqreod that 
the northem bouiulary of Ddaware should run due 
east from Oie ncrtieoBt comer of Maryland to a point 
12 miles from the New Castle courthouse and thence 
follow a curved line passing through as many bound- 
ary maifcs of Ote IZoiile dude of 1701 as oouM be 

■•For rejXJrl ol iJie su-'veycir, see DelawArn Senalo lour Jor IMl. p. 

A copy ol th» rvporl and « BMp fiUd In tb* M*ryl«nd Lmad 
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IdenOfled. The resurvey wns mode,** and 46 marks 

wero set on the ore boundary In 189C>-93. The lriang\ilar 
tract ossiflned to Pennsylvania by the commisstoners 
of 18tt ihus ramtad to Dolowcira. Th» report of lbs 
commlssicn and !he line as marked by it were "ac- 
cepted, ap!;roved, and coniinaed" by she Legislature 
of Pennsylvan:a by act of Juns 22, 1897 (Pennsylvania 
Laws for 1897, p. 183). but were not fonnally ac cepted 
by the Legislature of Delaware until March 28, 1921. 
The assent of Congress to the action cf tlie Slates was 
given on June 30, 1921 (42 Slat L 104)> The land port 
of Ihe Pimnsylvonia-Delcnirare line as delermtned by 
this survey is 22.67 miles in length. 

Commissioners from Virginia and Peiuisylvanki 
agreed In 1779 thort the boundary between those States 
should b© fixed as follows/' 

That 111* Una ewMnontr caMad and Dtnn'a Una te a» 

laadad dma wmi Oto dagwa* of IgngHuda to be ccmpvlad ten the 
tlwat BOman. iot ft* aauihani toMndKy «l FcNnaefmiNis; nd 
Ohi * naitdlan drawn fnm thn waiMm exkamlly lhaiwl to die 
nonhein Umiu at dia aald Matos. Mipadlvalf, b» lha wMtaia bottndary 

In oiciar to loeerte the boundariee as flnis dsserlbed, 

observations of tho eclipses of Ji:pller's sntelHfes were 
made in 1784 at Wilmington and at a point estimated 
to be 5° ol longlTude west of the Delaware River, While 
IhlS Vrork was being done the Mason and Dixon line 
was ezlended westward by commissioners from Vir- 
ginia (one of whom was Andrew Ellicott) and from 
Pennsylvania, and a point was marked for the south- 
west comer of Pennsyhronia, which (he astronomic 
compulations showed should h-e a liMle more than IV2 
miles east of the assumed position, where the observa- 
tory had been plooed. From the southwest comer of 
Permsylvanla the meridian boundary was run to the 
north side of the Ohio fltver. The line between the 
Ohio and Lake EUe was sxmreyed and marked in 1785 
by onothor eomrrtlgsicn. 

The southern part ol the west boundary was again 
surveyed and marked in 1883 by coaunisirionBis 
resenting the two States. The survey was comtnenoed 
at the Ohio, and the line was run south to the south- 
west comer of Pennsylvania, a measured distance of 
a litae more than 63Vi miles. Twenty-three of the oki 
monuments were found, ond 4B new ones were eslc^ 

lishod. Astronomic positions cf several msrics on this 
boundary were determined in 1883 in oormection with 
Che l e euivey s. Two of these poelttons are as tollQws: 
Southwest comer of Pennsylvania, lot 39°43'ie 2" N 
long 80''3r08,2" W.; neor Smiths Feiry on the Ohio 
River, lot 40*3^27.2" N.. lonv 80*31'a7.S" W. 



•Far • Heert «l 1W* mmr ■ Mxoiic*! ikcich el th* Muon and 
Dlaai laa, aia Nadoltoa (IMI, 

"Tmi^taiWll Oa^ IMWIMI JUUIn (lee?. p. 2S3), > uparat* Toluna 
ti tonaJWT BMra 1 *— i in iaa Sri* lapeit. Saa alaa H«ntaa IIKB. Id 

PL wn-tm. 
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The Ohio-Pennsylvonki boundary was resurveyed 
and reinarked between 1876 and 1882, commencing 

at a granite monument 6 feet high and 3 fee' square ai 
the base, which was erected by the commissioners at 
a point 2,400 feet soutfi of Ihe edge of Ledce Die. Tht 
position of this monument is la^ 4r58'15 23" N., long 
SCai' 10.60" W. (1027 N.AJ).). From this point the line 
was run south to tite ^do River, a distance of 98 
miles.*' 

The monument established in 1765 on the north bank 
of the Ohio in the west boundtsy ol Rsnne^vania is of 

ccnsidcrable h'.slorical importance, for it marks tl-.e 
point from which the first surveys for dividing public 
IcMld In die United 5<atcs into ranges and townril^ 

were commenced O'eters, 1918. p. 33. 67; Shennan, 
1916-33, V. 3, chap. 14)." This generod system of sur- 
veys has been extended over all the public-land Stales 
and has even been adopted by some foreign countries. 

The orlglncd maricer used os a point of departure has 
lonq sincre disappeared. The location cf this marker 
is referred to as the "point of begiruilng." A large 
granite monument was erected by Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania in 1881 for the purp-nse of remoricing the State 
line. This monument was near the original stake It 
was moved to a more conspicuous poslbon in 1961. and 
a bnmze plaque was added commemorating the 175th 
oruiiversary of the establishment of the "point of be- 
ginning." (Popp, 1960, p. 229.) 

By the formation of the State of (Mo from lands 
ceded to (he IMted States by Virginia In 1764 and by 

Connocticoit in 18D0 and by the separation cf West 
Virginia from Virginia in 1862, the obove-mentloned 
meridian line beoaxne the boundary between Pennsyl- 
va.nia on the sosl and OUo oBid West Vfrgtola on tiie 

west. 

nw oeeston of 1781 by New Yoric to Oie United States 

included a triomle of land, about 324 scfuore milos In 
area, bounded by New York, Pennsylvanta, and Lake 
Erie. In order to give Peimsylvania a larger outlet to Aie 
kike, this Iroct known os Ihe "Erie triangle," was sold 
by the General Government to that State for $15I.- 

"For otht daWb e fl Be i m taa Ih* turvay of ih* wan bouiuUnr ol 
Pn.ixny!»3nlm, r>port ol Perj.iylvsjiU D«pf tr,f«!i'.Bl AH»ir» tlS83). 
»>iichi .'rcinUtr-i A dascnptiDn d[ Mch nark tirA a pU: o( B<^p al»« 

rapoil lor 1BS7. A hiitorlc«l tk«lch ol th* original surron ol Um wwi 
bauBd«r ol PaoMfhaaia al int Md im Nia rtvcfl «( On mamr «• 
Id* Ohio p«Tt M sill tbm to UOS to IMl, daMtl|p(l«n* a( lha b o nw dt rr . 
and pUtt ol th* lino waia flllUaliKi by lb* Sr*i* ol OUo In 1B83 tTotni 
Comminon on pMinayl«Mto and Ohio boundwr Iin», 1883). 

•*S*a plat «l (ha aa»an MB«aa ol towadilfa, OMe fiwvaya, l7U-1787i 
VS. Omni iMd OBaa Ma ST. OHo^ 
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643.25,'" cmd the deed, dated Mdldl 3, 1792, iraS alanod 
by GeoKje Washingtcm. 

Hi* •eal ItaM of A* Erta ModvI*. bring port of fb» 
west boundary of New York, was first surveyed and 
marked in 1790. (See p. 78.) In 1869 a new granite mon- 
ument was plaoad on flila boundary near the lake. In 
1885 tfaiB monum«nt was repoirad. and the boundary 
was rerun to tfie south Uns of New York, a distanc* of 
a little more than 18 miles. In all, there were then 51 
marks on the Un*. (See Peiuisylvania Dspt. Internal 
Maim, 1667. p. 560. SQSU 

DELAWARE 

The area now ionning Ihe State ol Delaware was 
Ofkrincdly saNlad by Swadm. bi 1655 It was ro ron d wed 

lo ihe IXitrh, who in him, in 1664, surrendered It to the 
English; the Duke of York then U;ok r osssssio.". of IL 

William Penn, who had recei% pd in 1681 a grant of 
fiiA Ptarino* of Psinnsylvania, bought or loosod from 
Duke of York ihs Iwrltory Included In pment-doy 
Delav/arc, winch was conveyed tn him by Iv/o deeds 

oi "feoffment" dated August 24, 1682. One conveyed 
a trowl of Umd mrifliin a 12«iil« dide odaout NewOonlb: 

the other was for "all that tract of land upon Delrr.vfCTre 
River and Bay beginning 12 miles south from the town 
of New Castle and extending south to Ihs Horekills, 
otherwise called 'Lopen.' " Both loaiM vrara for a 
period of 10.000 years, but they conveyed land to whtch 
the Duke of York then had a very uncertain title. A 
better title was Plained by royal giant soon afterword 
and limnedlalsly tranafeired to Wlllioni Vem (MbSiews. 
1909 p. 150). Lord Baltimore viqnrr^usly opposed Wil- 
liam Penn's daini. and the matter was settled In 1685 
by a royal Older to <ttvide Ihe territory equally between 
Ihe two clcrimtTTtts. For a desrrlp'ior. of the line os 
marked, see pages 81, 82. (Dallas. 1797. p. 24). 

In 1701 William Penn granted a charter under which 
the Province of Pennsylvania and the territories (as 
Delaware was then called) were authorized to act as 
separate governments, lhaugh bcih were stiil under the 
proprietary government of William Penn. 

Acting on the advice of the Omtfnentod Cbngrees, 
the poop!c of DoIgwoto called a convonlicn, which met 
at New Castle in August. 1776. and on September 10 
cdopted a oonsUtuUon lor tie Siiee counttes that hod 

«nto to M itw rata al » MNh « «a« Iw « wiei m iw* d «,]» 
diadlBs iMiqii* Ut»t 1 14. ml.} h ttl iq. Ml. 



previously been known as "the Government of the 
eeonttee of New Cbstle, Kent, and Sussex, upon I^la- 
wore." and dsclcrod tha! ihereafter the Territory should 
h<? called "Delaware State." The boundaries then were 
5ub5tantidly OS al preeeDt (Tho*pe. 1909. v. 1, p. 561- 
Sf)2.) 

For a history of riie boundary between Delaware and 

Pennsylvania, seo Pennsylvania, psqe 82; and for that 
between Delaware and New Jersey, see New lersey, 
pages 79. 80. 

From 1732 to 1769 there was a oontroversy between 
the proprietors ol Pennsylvania and Maryland in re- 
gard to boundodee. The boundaries of Delaware on tiie 
south and west were determined as follows: 

Beginning at Cape Henlopen and running due west 
34 miles 309 perches; thence in n struiqht '.ine 81 milos 
78 chains and 30 links up the peninsula until it touches 
and makes a tangent to the western periphery of a 
circle drawn nl 'r.e horizon'al distance of 12 English 
statute miles from the center of the town of New Castle. 

From tUe tangent point a line was run due north 
till It c'jl a pnrailel of latitude 15 miles duo south of 
the mos; aouthetn part oi the city of Philadelphia. This 
point of inlersection is the northeast comer of Mary- 
land. As the tongeni line bears a little west oi north, 
the due-north line from the tangent point cuts off on 

arc of the 12-miIe ci.'cle. The norrov/ segment thus 
formed is a port of Delaware and has an area of less 
than 20 aeree. Tlie boundary line follows the arc of the 
cirdo from the tangent point around to the point where 
the duo north line intersects the 12-njile circle, then fol- 
lows this due-north line to the northeast comer of Mar/ 
land. The length of this due^iorih line, oe given by 
Meson and Dixon, Is 5 rofles 1 diodn and SO links. 

In 1961 and 19fj2 iho US. Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey resurveyed the north-south boundary between 
Maryland and Delewore. The length of llils line, from 
"Middle Point" where the boundary turns north, to the 
northeast comer of Maryland, is approximately 87 
miles. Stone maricers had been estafaiUAsd at I miid 
in'ervnls by Mason and Dixon. In the resurvey oi the 
8i monuments established on the tangent line, 15 were 
missing and 5 were considered OS having been dis- 
placed. These five points were more than four feet 
fRjm a smooAi curve pasting through the end points 
arid the new values of the intermediate points. The 
maximum displacement from a straight line is 18 feet, 
and is to ttie easl. 

The 20 missing or displaced monument.-- along the 
north^outh tangent line are Ijetng replaced (197S). 

The easl^sst boundary was restinreyed in 1974. 
The 5-mile markers ostab'ishod in the originnl survey 
were recovered and accepted. Tho posts that had been 
set ot l4nile intervals were presumably temporary 
and ware not found. The bearing of this line from the 
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oocml to monument 10 follows Ihe paiallel of latitude. 
Frcni monu.T.er.l : [1 to the midpoint, the line bears a 
lilUe north oi west. The midpoint is Ihe initial point of 
tih» 1961-«2 survey and vku held flxwL Its 1927 N A D. 

posi:icn lr;t ^B'^T'SS esg" N., long 75°4l'39.456" V/ 
(Written conunun., 1974. BX Meade, Nalioriol GeodeUc 
SuTvaiy). 

The boundary north of the tangent point follows an 
arc of a circle. The radius of this circle from Newcastle 
was determined to be 12 miles plus 108 feet The five 
monuments recoveied wete found to be within 4 feel 

of the circle. 

Etafirtneers making the new survey consider that 
Maaon and Dixon determined the alinemenl of the 
markers with <m omaxlivj degree of accuracy in view 
of the ■.nstTi;mL-n:s available in Ihe 1 3th century. The 
distances were consistently short by about 10 or 12 
feel per mile. This may tndlectle Ihot the foot was a 
l;l!le 'ongcr than i1 is tcday. (For o desolplian of fids 
survey, see Meade, 1964, p. 33J 

The northeast eomer of Maryland is at lot 39*43' 
19,521" N.. }or:g 7S''47'20.172" W. (1927 N.A.D.). 

The southeast comer of Delaware is at lot 38''27' 
0^ 082" N., long 7S''03'1B:185" W. 

The terrolnal monument on the Delowarf^ River or. 
the Pennsylvania-Delaware line is at let 39 ''.8'27,92" 
N.. long 75°25'31.53" W. 

By the survey ol 1849 the distance between the 
tangent point and 4ie north end of ^ curve on the 
Maryland boijnHr:ry is 7 7>13 7 foot, which would molce 
the latitude of the latter point SSMO' 13.47" N. The stone 
aet to 1849 at this point woe thus deeofbed (DelawtDe 
S. louf, for 155!, p. 1G2): 

At Ihe poitii oi lutictiDfi ol th» thrvv SMIes. a irUnguUr prinaalic 
post cut 9r«nll#. 18 inches wid* on Mch ihW, and 7 leM lonq WM 
imeriod A^i f»ei cl Its length into lb* VMnd. It tnmn i<M ihs mel 
•pot on which iho old unmMkcd Mmm «m* ieuiid. It to iMikad wMi 
iMtm M. P. «nd D.. en dM iUm Uetaq. mptdlMtr. tcmwid* 
dM bWM «l MwyltMd. PvnMrt^mit. md Dalawar*. OB lb* mrti 
aldt> iMlew III* lM«r P.. wm fh» momm of Iha eeamilMlanM, Ui dMp 
cul l««Mi. nuwly: H. a & Kay. of tM.. J. P. Eftm. of Pa.. O. R. 
Bldd]e, of D«l., Ccmmiisicnora. with the d«t«« 1849. 

This poet is stiU in place, but now it is a mark on 
tiie boundary between Delaware and Maryland only, 

not a Iri Stafe monument. 

There was some confusion regarding the location 
of Cope Kenlopen. The place ehoaen as Ihe slarUng 
point for the south boundary line of Delaware is not 
the some as the present cope of that name. Lord 
Choneallar Hardwick Mdd regarding lis poeilkn. 

ItutCllW HwnloFwn ought to be deemed ' ' * al Iha plaea whan ■ * ■ 
Md dknnt on tba map or pt«n annexed lo the laid artictes 

VmUkm I^nn directed ti\at Cape Her.lopfn i>e called 
Cape James or Jomua (Hoaord, 1850. p. 606). The present 
Cape Henlopen was Ihen cxiDsd Cope CSomelis (Hat- 
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The foregoing statements explain the discieixincy 
between the base iine across the peninsula and the 
positlan of Oope Henlopen an modem mope. 

MARYLAND 

The territory embrccod in tl.o preson' State of Mary- 
land was included in the previous charters of Virginia, 
but neverOmless. in 1632. Lord Btdtfanore reorived a 

royal charter of the Prov:ncp of Marylfind, whose 
boundaries ore dptined ir. tho ioilowing extract, trons- 
laled frctn tlie en j:iial charter, whldi was in lotto 
(Thorpe, 1909, v. 3, p. 1678): 

' * * all thai pan ol Ih* PMUnaula. or Ov ia o n eaa . lying in tha Paili 
oi AnariM. batwaan Ih* Oeaan on Ih* EM and lb* Bfey el ChMap«ak» 
«n tiw Waal; dlvldad fiwii Iha Raaldii* IhaMof bf • rigtrt Um dimni 
tram (h» ftMnonmy. or Haadland cillad WaHdna PbM; altaal* vpoa 
thn Bay afofaaald. naar iti* Rivar Wlgloo on Iha WmI, tiale flw auln 
Oeean oa iha Eaal: and iMhvaaii dial BouMdatr wi tot SetUli. unto 
thai pan ol Iba Bay ol Dataw&ia on ih* North whldi Ualli undar Hi* 
fortieth degt«e of north t»ii;udo Irom Iha Equlnedlal, yrhata Kaw 
f r iLsn i ij leimlnbied: And ail Ihe Ti«c) ol Land within Ihe Mate* 
iir i. [wallen (that la to uiy). passing from the said Bay. railed Dela- 
'•.•"9 Bay. in a riqhl line, by the Degree aforesaid, ihf trvo 

meridian d( the hrsi fcuntain cf the River Pallowmaclt.- ihenco vtmjlnq 
lovtrard.'-. l.-io South unto the farther Bank of the said Rivor. and lollow' 
Ijxi l)i» stmp on (he West and South unto a certain Place called 
Ciixtuack. situate near Iha mouth of said River, where It disembogues 
inio Iba aioroiaid Bay of Cbaaapaaka, and lhanea by Iha ahonaM Una 
unto lh» aloraaald PnaoHlorir er FlaM, caUad Waftla'« Fetol, to tbal 
(km whola Iracl of land dMdad. by dia Una aioraaald, taMwaM ttw 
main OMan and WalkJn'a Mnt unto (ha pramontory callad Cap* 
Charlfts, • • • may entirely romaln lorcvcr oicoplcd to Us. 

A comparison of the limits laid down in this charter 
wifli the several charters of Vinjlnia and the charter 
and deeds to William Penn shows that there v;as n r:>u- 
flict oi boundaries on both sides oi the Maryland grant, 
live hfelory of (he long controversy wlfli Pennsylvanki 

has already beer, olven. (See Pennsylvania, p 82, and 
Delaware, p. 84.) Virginia cloimed the tenitory under 
her charters and for a time seenrad dispoeed to oa* 
sert her claim, though in 1638 a proclamation by the 
qovamca and council oi Virginia recognized the Prov- 
ince of Maryland aitd forbade trade with the Indians 
wilhtn ^he limits of Mai->'1ond without the consent of 
Lcrd Baitimore pievioualy obtained (Bozman, 1837, 
P- 586). VlfSlnla's claim was finally given up by a 
treaty or oafMinent made in 1658, and her relinquish- 
meat was reafBnned to the conslituttoii of 1776 (Thorpe, 
1909, V. 7, p. 38IQ. 
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In 1663 the Vlroinki A«a«inbly ordered o survey ^ 

the line bstween Virginia nnd Mar/lrrrid nn tho penin- 
sula and declared '.t to "irom Waikirxs Po;nt easi 
across the peninsula." They defined Watkins Point "to 
be Ihe norfli side ot Wicomlooe FUver on the eastern 
shore and neer» unio and on Ihe south side of (ha 
straight ltinc»:? opposite to Palmenl Rlvw." (Hentatg, 
1621. V. 2. p. 184.) 

In 1668, cenunlaslonera were appointed by Mary- 
land and Virginia to fix the boundary across the penin- 
sula. Their r^x>rt, dated June 25, 1668, is as iollovra 
(Maryland Hist Soe. Colin. State Papets, v. 4 LCB^ 
p. 63-64): 

AftM a lull and periac:i view taken ol Iho po:n: ot Und mado hy th« 
north aid* ol Pocsmuke Bay and acuth iiid« ol AnnamesMU Bay have 
•ltd do oooclud* Ih* Mme lo Im Walkint Pont. Item wlilch taid point 
■e cAllad, w* Knfw ran m Mit IIm, ■gia«tbl« with the MliMnilst 
part el iha wMiannaat «l ih« Mid W4lkJM Peint, «««r Poconofc* 
Miw to Sm Iwd aaar Retail HeiitaB'*, and Qtw* hM* bmM 
CMlaln InM which are bo eoBllnucd by aa nu Una nuinla^ over 
SwMiMcuMa CHMlfce Into iha marsh of Am aaaalds with aiiiiareni 
■narke and b- ji Jjrii?:; 

Virginia, by the adoption oi her constitution oi 1776, 
relinquished aU claim to IsnUory covered by Qie cihor- 
ter of Mar/lnnd, thereby tMoa Mottykud's western 

boundary as toUows: 

OonmMBctDq on a true mafldUn of Ih* lint founlBlii at Ihe rfrei 
PUMWMHdt, HiMH* verqinq lowardt the south unio the hirtbar tmk 
ol (he said river and lotlowinq the sain« on ihe w«t and south unl- 
a cerlain place called Cinquack aituato noai the maulh o( said ttver 
where It dis«inboqu»s inic <he 34id alciiesald bay ct Chesan^ake and 
Ihenco by \ho Ehorlast tino unio the aloT«»ld promontcry or place 
called Walkiiu Poant; lhance a t)qh\ iuw lo thi main ocean on livo out, 

The boundaries fhus deeeribed are subetanUoUy the 

present boundaries, but for many yf^r:rs after they vfSfe 
adopted they remained a matter oi controversy. 

In the oonslilution of 1776 Vii^a "reeerved Ihe 
property ol the Virgnla shores or ^sirrrnd? fof Potcinftc 
and Pocomoko rivers] ' * ' and oil mipToverr.ents 
which have or will be made thereon." Maryland, in 
1785, assented to this and dedaied (217 U.S. 579-560, 
nwrpe, 1909, v. 7. p. 3818) thai 

Ih* cAiMM oi Mch SIM* * * * ahall hav* lull ptapatly en tarn dieiM 
ol the pDtMMG * * * with aU •mefaMMMt and adrantigM IhMWiMe 
babnqlnq, and wHh ifa* privUaqe ol ohUiiv and osnylnf out wharvas 
and eihar imptev«a»Mlt. 

In 1785 a compact (Hening, 1822, v. 13, p. 50) was 
entered into between the States oi Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, but as this rafened more particularly to the 



navigation and exercise of jurisdlctton of the waters 

of Chesapeake Bay and Pbtomoe and Pooomok© Hlvers. 
It is not given here. 

From 1821 to 1858 legislation was iiequently enacted 
in regoid to dw Virginia boundary.** In 18S8 com- 

missioners were af-pointixl by Maryland and Virqir.ia, 
respectively, who, wiUi the assistance oi Lt. N. Michler, 
U.S. Engineers, undertoolc the survey (A the lines. 

In 1850 lhf> Governor of Virginia, under a resolution 
oi tJio legiLsioture, aj.poi:ilod an ager.t and sent him to 
England to collect records and documentary evidence 
bearing on tliis question, but owing to the Qvil War 
nothing further was done until 1867, when legislation 
again commenced. 

The question ol this boimdory was referred to ai- 
bltralcn by an agr e ement made In 1874, in which 
each State bound itself to accept their award as final 
and conclusive. In 1877 the arbitrators made the follow- 
ing award:" 

Beginning at (he point cn Ihe Folcnac River where U>e lir.e l- lv- fwin 
Viigmui and Wej! Virginia slrikos the said tivec St low-w«:er matt. 
and Ihonco iollowinq iho meandering* cjf Mid liver, by tho low watet 
olaA lo Smith's Point, at or noai Ihe mouth ol tho Poeomac. In the 
laltlude 37°53'fl" and longlludo 76"I3'46". tlience ctosainq Iho 
wators ol the Oiosapoako Bay. by a line fanning north 65*30' easl. 
about nine and a hall nautical miles, lo a point on the westorn ghote 
of SaiUh'a iaiand ai lh« nofth and oi Sasaaiias HamiDOck. In laUluda 
37*57'13". lengMuda 7B*2'S2"i (heOoe acroM SMHh'a Iitaad Hofh 
86*80* aaM llva Swiiaond ais trandnd and twiatr Twda to lb* eamic 
d Hcn» HanMude. on Sm «B«iaai aham el SaiUh'a laland, in laWuda 
srwtr. lenqiluda 7S*S9'2D": lhaaea lonlb 79*90* «ai( four then, 
aand olghl hundred and etqhey yafds lo • petal mariud A en flw 
eccompanyin.:; map, in the middle cl Ttaqlar Sound. In latitude 
37''5&M2", iDntjiiude 7S"S6'23". oaid point bearinq; from Janes Island 
light south west and dislani from that llc-.i i-.r: r 'hc jsiT.J five 
hundred and sixy yards: honco south 10'3Q' wutl thousand 
Sevan hundred and forty yards by a line dividing Ihe waters of 
Tangier Sound, lo a point where II Inlersocts tho ntrsight lino Ircm 
Smith's Point to Watkins Point, said pcmt oi m -hon being in 
jalitudo 37*i<'2t", Icngi.ide 71'i6'SS", beating trom Janea Island 
li>4lit sculh 29' wrsi and irom Hurs« Hafnaedl aSUlh 34*30' east this 
pout ot iDletsaeUon is maifced B on liie aceeoipanrlnq map. Thenca 
north 85* IS' aaal ab thouaand awan hundiad and twenty yards alomi 
Iha Una ab««« HMnSonad. wldc^ rona Um Soaih'a PMnt to Walkina 
PMnt uaiU H fnaehat Ota hilar apal. aamaly, Walkina PbM, wMdi 
la In lalSnda 37>M'3r'. temHuda 7S*S2«44".- bam Wadcias Mid dia 
boundary line nine due aaat aaran thousand aUjhl hundred and alqhiy 
yaida, 1» a pelnl wh«i» tt staala a Hue tMOMng through the mlddla «f 
PaeeoMta Sound, whldi la maifced C on iha accoinpanying map, and 
Is In latitude 37'54'39". Icngilude 75*47'50"; thence l»ir a Una 
dividing the waters ol Pc-romcke SJiiund north 47*30' oast ftve thou- 
.tand two hundrod and twenty yards, to a point in said sound marked 
D on the accompanying map. In latitude 37°56'25", longitude 
75''45'26"; thence following the middle of the Poccmoke River by a 
tine r.i irregular curves, a* laid down on the accompanying nap, untli 
11 intoT.iecis the wectwtid pfoirteUen el Iha iMundaiy Una nailMd fay 

••Sea rapoci al C. |. Paulknat InaBlBllsstener tor Vtiglala). lalaSve la 
die beundarr 1^ belwe« Vlivinia and Marylarvd. puhMhed In Dee. I. 
House el Del«9«i«* el Viginia. 1832, p 73. 

*20 Slat. L 4SI-M9. to the ortglnnl report Ihe degtaas of latttude and 
fa^ttude are gtvan in vonk; they an bete put In Ugutw tor esa*enlaBl 
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Scaiboiouqh and Calveit, May 2Bih, 1668. ot a polnl in lh« middle 
of \ha Pocomoko Riv«r. and (n Ih* totthld* 37*59*37", 
■^y^Ti": thonro by ilw Soubmough «ad CtlvMrt Um, which mm 
yiy nanh «( «Mt to di* AikMle Obmh: «m Umndf. JoMglliidM, 
wi—w. ladHin n ci w hww gtvwn hw b—n — mw J upon ttf Out 
Chwt N« 3S oi Mm QnlM SIMM CbmI SUrvay IdMM He, 3. awM> 

Th* niddtv thmd e( iha Pecomoka Rivsr is equldtstan- a; noarly 
w may b» li«(w««n the Iwe ihMn without conaidsiing arma, inieta, 
creeks t .^itl Lnu a, pKfa ef Ih* il«w< fcni (MUUriNg 1h» iIhi* Iran 

headlarid lu Lvadland. 

' ' * The low water mark on the Potomac to which Vlrqlllte feM * 
liqhl in th* tolL la to fa* n«afu»d by lb* um* luto. 

In 1972, dw State of Maryland and Viigtnkt ograsd 

lo a more exact deflnl'lcn of ihelr boundary in ihe 
aroa cf Pocomoke Sound. Beginning al point D. men* 
tiorit^i above, the line continues by oouise and dlstonoB 
to the Scarborough and Crjlvert boundary. 

The following definition oi this portion ot the bound- 
ary is takm iRiiRi Ihe Codm of Viiglnfa Tllle 7.1. 8«o- 
tian 7. 

B»qinnin<) at a point which is cerner D defined by latitude 
37'5*'28CiO" and tengltude 75*45'43.S6": which la the lait point on 
the Matyland-Vircjinla tine that was delinod by th» joint report of 
•ncjlneera on rei" i ;n ; i.-jd remarking Maryland Virjir.u ; -ur rfary 
line across Tangier and Pocomoke Sounds Decen-.L- r 1116 thencx> 
running N 73*34'31.9"E about 17.125,11 feet lo .-rn.T H a point 
dclined by latlludo 37'S7' 15.82" and Ic^qitutie 75'42'18.48"! Ihanc* 
running N e5'39'33.9"E about 3.78&-e2 levt to oonwr ) a paM MlMd 
by laittiid* 37*S7'1B.6»" lomHud* 7S*4I'4I^'; ihMim nmrinv 
8 7fl«'O0J*'e ■bout 7,27B.41 iMt to camw E • iioliiit MiMd by 
kittud* arW'M.ia" wd tooqimda 75'40'03.SB": ihmM nnmlng 
S «1*57'S«.7"E •bout 3464.73 Imi to eanw L • polai MHutd by 
kUkld* 37*aB'4S.I0" tmd lon^UiMte 75*M'23.S1": thence running 
V 76*IS^.S"E abeiil 2,263.49 ImI to coam M a point defined by 
latitude 37*56'47.6S" and lonqlludo 75"38'54-85": thr.--* nnrlng 
N (W49'SI.5"W about 7.17B.S6 feet to corner N a podnl io!.nod by 
latitude 37'S7'S86l" and longitude 75"38'56.1S": thence nwth- 
easterly about 314 mile* following Ihe middle thread of the neandet- 
Ing Pocomoke river to comer P a point defined by latitude 
37'59'39,37" and longitude 75*37'26.52". which Is at or near the 
point of Intersection with the "Scarborough and Calvort boundary 
line o) May 28. 1668': cornet* N and P are cotin*c1«d by d lla* nM> 
ning N 3S'C8'33.5"E about 12.4I&32 fMI; lb«K» V BSNS'Sa.fT 
about 24,tM.99 ii«t to Ih* faauadiiy BeouBMBl miir irtanguliiUaii 
alaiton bavia en A* "Scaifaorauqh and CaiwwM bemdary Una «I May 
28, 1668 ' G«e?:fipMr positions are baaw) on 1927 datum. 

The agreement also defines the mutual seaward 
boundoiy a» running from tritinqlailon station Bciund- 
ary Monument Pope Island Ufe Saving Station {Md,- 
Va.) 1907. The position of this monument Is lot 39°0V- 
36.93" N., long 75''14'47.10" W„ 1927 N A.D The line 
runs on a tworing of N. 84''05'43.5" E. 1,100 feet to 
station AtianHc at the shoreline. Slal!on Atlantic is an 
unmonumGntf9d roin'. Thence il rnr.l;nu"? or. r. l;ne of 
constant latitude to the outer limit of tenitoricl waters. 
The oonssQt of Cbngrsss lo fiiis boundary dellnsaUon 
uras ^tfon October 25, 1972 (86 Stat 1180). 

T^iTiM» o( Ih'D chfffi wer« praparvd ofw for earh ot Ihe two 

Stftt*t8 And cn« lor ihn i-Aoi ui t\:tt Cc.-\j,f AT.d Gfl'.vdeic Sur'.i^y 'hmy ihow 

by r«d Uhm the boundoty MStvord from Smith's Point and Ih* tiB* up 
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The original charter to Uxd Baltimore embraced the 
Potomac River lo high-waler mork on the south or W- 
glnia shore (174 U.S. 225) but the arbitrators of 1877 
changed the boundary to the low-water line, giving as 
their reason for doing bo the long oocupoHon by Vir- 
ginia of the lar.rJ ;:hove tlial line; they declared that 
"the length of time that raises a right of prescription 
in private parties likewise raises such a prasumptton 
in favor of Stotes as well as private pwrUes," *' and 
that "Virginia, from Ihe earliest period of her history, 
used the south bank of the Potomac as if the soil lo 
low-wafer mark licid be^en Ht^r cwri" (2!? U.S. 580). The 
award oi Iho arbitrators was accpjiied by the legis- 
latures of the l-.v.i Slate;-: ond wrts aj f roved by OCl ol 
Congress March 3. 1879 (20 Stat. L 481). 

In 1879 and 1880 acts were passed by the Legisla> 
lures of Maryland and Virginia to appoint commission- 
ers and to isqueet the general government to deslgiKXte 
one or more offioeis of the Er^ineer Gorps to surwr and 
mark this hr.o and erect monuments thereon, but little of 
permanent value seems to have been accomplished. 
(WhlUn9, 1891. p. 621-823J 

In 1927 the Governors of Mor/lrrnd nnd Virginia di- 
rected the State geologists lo examine the west shore 
of the Pctorr.nc and to recommend points (headlands) 
between which straight lines should be drawn for the 
boundary. Their report," submitted December 21, 1927, 
contains six mc|pe on which ore indicated by red lines 
the poeitioa reoomnended. The locaHon of the bound* 
ary Itne as fhus Indicated was oocepled by Virginia 
act approved lAarrb. 26 192B (chap, 477) and by Mnp/- 
lond act of March 8, 1929 (chap. SO), and appropria- 
tions were mode by each State (or the surveying and 
marking of the lino. 

Commissioners were appointed by the States of 
Maryland and Vtiginki In 1916 

to mark and nalMalii wSh tiuaya plaead at hdarrala ol not non ttim 
on* mlta apul iha llaa balwaan ih* walan ct lha State oi MatylMd 
and tba watna ol tha Slato d VinMs. Iram Mat Slnl^lM ta ?oeo- 

moke Sound ot Williams Point In Poeemoka JtWat. 

Their repcr', with desc-rlfjtion.s of marV.3 established 

and some historical matter, was published in Balti- 
more In 1917, 



MTWa to Onitad Slataa or State lead aaaaal ba aoquired by adtNiaa 
pMMVslon, evan though long conilanad, Tba aWMIa ol HwHaMwn dpia 
not hold against the ITrtited Siaiaa or a State where posaetdaci ol land to 

conr»fntd 79 Tod 6S4, 95 P»c 

•'Mr^l!■.<:w^ NalsoR (l92Si Th-.a inf<rt cor.iiLr.s hisr^iics: ralarencaa 

lo Iha boundary disputes betwean 1668 and I6t9 and acts o< Virginia and 
«t Hanfiaod friaiteg to baoadartaa. 
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The line across Chesapeake Bay from Smiths Island 
to Tangier and Pocomoke Souinds by way of Wcrtklns 
Point was marked by biiOyi ancluirwl to l,DaOfx>uiid 
masses of oonaele. 

CSommtosionere crppolntod m 18S9 by Virginia and 
Maryland su^vpy■^d a lino for v.:c western boundary 
of Maryland irom the "Fairfax Stone" (see p. 94), at 
(he "fint fountain" 6t the Baiomoc. norfh to ft» Penn- 
sylvcmia line. This survey was accepted by Maryland 
but not by Virginia, nor was it accepted by West Vir- 
ginia whan made a State. An area of about 40 square 
miles remained in dispute un\i. 191", v.-hon wmmis- 
sioners appointed by the U.S. Supieme Court ar.d diet- 
ing urider its direction resurveyed the line and placed 
the iniUal point, which thereby became the southwest 
comer o( Maryland, on the south bank of the NorOi 
Branch o: Po:c:n:i- River, 3,989 lool from the Fairfax 
Stone on a line N. 0°56' L from iL From that point 
bnomiment 1) the line 

eiOHSi the said N'orDi BcdnL)> ol lh» PeteOMC and ihcnm running 
MrtViorty, as nwr «s may b<? wltli Ihe Deaklm or old Slalo line of the 
Stai» of Prnnsyivani.i 

The "Oeakins line" followed the boundaries of old 
land grants made by Maryland and Virginlo and, re- 
established in 1910 by the commissioners, is a broken 
line with a general bearing a little east of north. There 
are five offsets in the line, which run nearly east and 
west and ranoe in length from S4 to 971 leeL A large 
ceiH.tele monument was eraeled ol each angle ond 

many a! inlGrrr.«]i :le points, 60 in oll. OH ttw line, which 
is nearly 36 miles long. 

The fiollowtng quotation from fiie report, dated Oc- 
tober 31. 1911, of the commissioners to the Sii[ reme 
Court of the United States, which was confirmed by 
ihe court May 27, 1912 (225 U.S. 31), riiows how bound- 
ary lines are often determined* (see fig. 20): 

* * * a larqe andsr.Uy marked while oak Iraa. ' • • Htli iraa waa 
cur aod blocks ww* lakan out by your OBnuBlialiiiiara which ahewa^ 
aumyan' aaa BMik* In ih» w«od oat 130 y«an oM. eoia 117 yMia, 
and ilw laM 711 yaaia, Hiua ttidkpttiabtr aftibhahliig Ihia oouiw aa 

fellowinq the oldest inaTked line ax-.ant. 

Fairfax Stone is lot 39''U'41.62" N., long 77'29' 
15,31" W. Monument I is in lot 39*12'2M4" N., long 
79°29' 14.48" W., and the monument on the Mason- 
Dixon line is lot 39°42' 15.68" N., long 79''28'37.J>3" W. 
These positions are referred to Qie 1927 N.A.D. 

' ?SJ} U S 3 Alto, the National Gaograpbic Magazine lor D«c«sib«r 1929 
da«crib« in cofuidaralil* datail iha nalhod lor dalannining dataa iiora 

tfc» Eoimt «( til* •hdimI grewik ed Ma ttogi. 



Tnm monument 1 the boundary botuvsen Monylond 

and V/esI Virginia extends along the sov;h h unk of the 
North Branch of the Potomac to the Virginia and West 
VIrginio State line. 

A chronolcgical ntifline of events rolalina to Merry- 
land boundaries is given in "Maryland boundary Dis- 
putss" by Charles Mbnisoiu 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

On September 5, 1774, the Continental Ccngiess met 
at Rilladelphla. Two years later it adjourned to Balti- 
more, During the Revolution and subsequent lo the 
treaty of peace, it met In various places. (See p. 167.) 
After the end of the war there was much debate 
in regard to the location of a permanent seat of the 
Govwimient of the United Stoles. Several States maids 
propositions to Congress, offering to cede certain lands 
for the purpose, but no determination of the location 
wos made by Omgress until 1790.' 

On Decemiber 23, 1786. Morylond passed flie follow- 
ing act: 

It tmrlfi hn ike teHtmt vwmtWjr •/ Umriimi, That tbm 
rer'os«ntaUvM of thia St*t« hi th« Hoiti* el RapMaanltthNW ol im 

C-n^rpsr. ol the United Sta'ns, appeintx] Is aaaanibia al Vwor Yerl 

en the litsi Wednesday rA Marirli next, be. and Ihpy are h«»rohy. 
auilioiii(!d and lequiied an behali ei this State ;c C"do to th» 
Congress of '.hv United Slates any d:atrlcl i.i this Slaip. not cicocdin<^ 
tan mliaa B<|uara, whicii 1h« Conqr«M may Ux upon arnd aceapt iof 
A* aaal «( wwnHnanl el fti* UiiHad SM««. 

In the following year ©ec. \7B9) the Sta!<? of Vir- 
ginia passed a similar act, from which the following is 
on exiroclz 

III- il tiMir/tiir riitirlirt ba Ihr gcHrrnl That » trad 

oi founliy no: t-irecdinq i«mi miles square or any lessor quantity, to 
tie iccata-d within (he Umi's cf the Stale and In any part tho»o( at 
CcH'iiesa may by law ditecl shall ho. and tho same is h»rohy. lorevsr 
rod^ and relinquished to th« CcnqinKs and Govomnnsnl ol the United 
Stataa, in full and absolute riqht and irxclusWe juiisdlctScn, as well of 
aald aoii as ol penam resldin'j ci lo reside (hereon, pursuant to th» 
Maar and aHacl of tha aii|hih McHon ol itae lal atlicl* ol lh« Coo- 
alUuMon of tha Gotramneiil el lh« Unttad Slalaa. 

After Icnq discussiDii C-ongr^:iS, i-. v'ev.' nf th".=:e 
cessions by Maryland and Virginia, passed on act, 
approved Tuly 16, 1790, from which the following Is 
an extract (1 Stat. L. 130): 

That a difiri^n ol territory, not ex.rtwdinq Ion miles »qii«r«. 10 bo 
leealad as horaalter directed rn the rivar Potcisac, at some place 
halwaen Iha mouth* of tfa* Casl«ra Branch and Connoqocheque. bo. 
and lb* aaata ia hataby, aeeaplad for tha pemiaiwDt hui ol tho qov. 
enunsnt of the United Btalae: PrttPlM, nererlhele—. That iha 
aparaMen ci lb* lawa ef tha Slai* widifci nicb HUMe* ML bM b* 
aNadvd hy Hito accaiilBnoa unlil lh« Km* Hsad fat Iha nmoni of tba 
Gotramoiant Ihafate, and uiMl CdnqMi* ahall eOMrwJaa by law pi» 
vide ■ ' ' three cotiimlssicners, who, or any two of whom, abali, 

*For ra(ftm.n»-,j to tha dlacussioiu which resulted ir .olrrMn^; *h# «ite 
on the p. ! -,m: <.ie Biyan (19K, v 1. chap II I ;- i hLMznzil ikcrh 
ol Iba area now includad In Ihe DiMficI 9i Columbia, aa* tj S Cong 
(l«H). 
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FIGURE 20. — Section of a tree that had been used a boundary mark. Tree blazed October 20, 1873; section cut 

July 20. 1909. 
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ur.'i'nr rh^ 'il/©t:ucft ih& Presldant, survey, and by pfc^: and 
tcLHiii dflino and lunli, a dlalricl o( tertliory. undsr ihe llmltaUona 
at>ov» mentioned; and <h» dlslncl so defined, limllcd. and located shall 
b» deemed lh« district aix«pt»d by this act lot Ihs permanent soat ef 
th* Govanuneni of ih« Uitlltd SiMw. ' ' * TiM oa Ih* llnl Maoday 
in Dwsmnber. In ihe yMT IBOO, ft* 4MI «( «■» GoTMnnret of ihe 
UnMiid SIMM ihatL fay vMim of Odi «eu h* tniui«md to Aw dts- 
Mei *bA ptac* atar«M]d. 

In 1791 the foregoing act was amended, in order to 
include a portion of the Anaoostlo Riv«f ( "Eonlem 
Branch") and (he town of Alexondilo wUhIn ttte Umlts 

of th© District, Ttifj following is an extract from the act 
ol amendment, approved March 3, 1791 (1 Stal. L 214): 

* * * TlMl M much oi Ihe act enUlled "An act for eelablishing Ihe 
temporary and peimanoni s«al of Ihe govemnveni of Ihe United Slates" 
as requires that the whole d the distncl of (erriiory not eiceisclln r 
ten miles square, lo be localei -'n rivrr Pc-nrr.a- I'm f:<vr-r..in.-ir.l 
seat of Ihe qcvemmeni of the UnilcKl Stales. siiAit be loculsd ahovu 
ihi^ m l u h o< Ihe Eaelom Branch, be. and Is hereby, repealed, and that 
it shall be lawful lor the President lo iB«k» my pan ot the terrilofy 
below the said Uoilt and above the RtOUlh «l Hmliag Ctt^k. a pari of 
dia said district, so aa to tnctuito a eavvMilMil p^tt «{ Hi* EHt«ii 
anocb. and of the land* lytaig <» Aw le«nr dd* UiMwi Und «lw Am 
town of Alaiamlri*; «n4 Am iMillgir w 1» fa* bududad ^mA fetm • 
part d tha dlstrtel bm aiieMdios lm odlaa aquara lur p— w u rt 
•Mt «( «h» 4w«iMMBi at Am UoliMi SMm. H) Uk* iMnn«r and to dH 
talmta and putpeaaa as if Aw aama lud faaan wUMn tha purvtow of 
tha abw* mcM ad; Awlded, That nothlnq hecaln coBlatned shall 
auAwriaa Aw aiadtat «l Aw puMie buUdiaqa olharwiaa than on tha 
Maryland alda at Aw rivar Potomac, as required by the aforesaid ad. 

In puHuonoe of the acts above cited three oommia- 
skmsTB wwe appointed under whose dlrecHon surveys 

ci the territory wero to bo rnc:do and on March 3C, 
179L President Washington issued a proclamation, in 
which (he bounds of the District wen defined as fol- 
lows (Bryan, 1914. p. 120, 132, 133): 

Beqinniitq «i J«n«a'a Point, baing tha uppar eapa of Hiwltng C^k. 
In Vu^mia. and al •» angla In ih* ontaal «i 4S d a yaaa waai aC Aw 
noifh, aad niBntog a dinet Una lA nOM in Aw Inl linai Awfi 
baqlanluu awki ai Ai* aana Jenaa'a MM and nuMliiv *a«4Mt dliaci 
Hna at • right aaqta vrtt tfa» fliai ecteat Aw Potomac. 10 mOaa for a 
aaeend Um; Itwn. bom tha tannlnailon el tha aaid llrti and aaeend 
Hnaa. imninf two other direct lines, of ten miles each. Ihe one cross- 
Ins tha CaaWm Branch alonsAid, and tha other tb« Potonwc. and 
i M a A di t Msh other la a point. 

In 1800 Ccnqress rerrioved lo this District !n 1801 the 
District was divided into two counties, as follows (2 
Slat. L. lOSk 

' ■ • the said district o) ColumMa shal^ -nm.^rl in-- -,-Ln! or 
one county shall contain all that part of saia dixtrsrt whicla lias on iha 
east Side cA Ihe rSver Potomac, together with Ihe Islands therein, and 
thall ba callad iha county oi Waahinqilan: tha othat eeunly afaail oon- 



laln all that part of said distrtct which Ilea on the wnsi T,'.dn >ild 
ilvar. and ahatt b* oallad Iha covaqr «< Alattandrtai aitd th* aald tlvat, 
tn Ha whel* cotiiaa through aaid dMifci. dull ba taken and deem ad 

to all Lnlenis and purposes to be within bolh o( said counlles- 

In 1846 Congress passed an act providing tor the 
retrocession to Virginia of that part of the District of 

Columbia originally ceded to the United States by Vir- 
gmia. The following is on extract from this act (9 Stat. 
L. 35-38): 

Thai wUh aaaenl el Ihe people ol the county and Kmni of Aiaiandria, 

lo be ascertained aa hereinafter prescribed, alt of that portion of tha 

rj:n"rlrt r;f Cr.l'irrr.'-iiA -frin,^ th,-( Urit*^ni ^:.^l*>n hy Ihn Sf.T'o zit Vir-jmla, 
and A-l th,-» :i"3,it5 and iunswijclJoR tiierftwjh ccdod ever l.-.o ■^it-i'i, be. 
as. J '.'.If- si^mo are. hereby ceded and lottvo: .•olinquLal.ed is the Stale 
oi Virginia In lull and abaolula light and JuriadlcUon, as well d aoii 
aa of panona mldlna or to tiatda Awiamk 

The method rrescribed for oscertfiininQ the assent 
of the people ol Alexandria was by oral vote of free 
while male citizens, to be taken before five oommls- 
sioners appointed by Ihe Ptesldent. 

There vrare 763 votes cost in fervor of recenlon omd 
222 against if. The President, therefore, by proclamation 
dated September 7, 1846 (9 Start. L 1000). deckned the 
act "In fidl force and effect." The southwestern bound- 
ary of tho District of Columbia thus became coincident 
with that part oi the boundary of Maryland prior to 
Decem b er 23, 1766. legordlnv wMefa flte U.S. Suprane 
Cburt stated (174 U.S. 225) 

Iha? upon all the evidence, the charter granted to Lord BalUmore. by 
Charlcis 1. in 1632, cf the territory known as tha Province ol Maryland, 
amhtaead Iha Potomac River and the soil under II, and tha Islands 
Oiaraln, to blqbwalar awk on Aw souAwni or viiylnU ahora: * ' * 
nor waa audi v«ai aiSaeiad far Aw auhwqaawl vant to Leid OtH* 

Owigress in the oct (20 Stat. L. 481) approving the 
owoKi oi the orisilralorB of 1877 for Maiyland and inr* 
gfnia provided that noflilng therein conlalrved "shtdl 

be construed lo Linpair or in any inanr.or affe'rt any 
rights of jurisdiction of the Uiuted States in and over 
the islands and waters" oi the Potamac. 

Below ore giver, extracts from an opinion by the 
Attorney General dated January 16. 1912, relating to 
the high-water line on (be Aoulh bonk of the Potomac 
05 the Lxnindory line between the District ol Columbia 
and Virginia. 

In Aw PWoowe Rirwr Aww la a hlqlfwilar Una daa to iMdwla ai 
13 laal abatw maao Jew llda. Tfaara la a hiqh-tida Ilea net inlhwiioad 
br Irailials or eaniad by Mgh wlnda al B.B faat afaova waan low Ada. 
ItiM* la a awan hl^ Ad* al abmii S laat afaviw tnaan la«r walar. Mid 
that la Iha alavaUon dang wMdi ddA, litib. «to, Nauln a* an tad). 
cation: and that* ta a awan Ud* Uiw al 3 laal afaova lew watar. 

Hiah-waler mark In a rivar ot abaaffl la "Iha point lo wMch lb* 
water usual!/ nir-:, ir, an ordinary aaasoo of lilgh wataf" fldmign v. 

Knon 19 Oreq- iOiJi. 

Hi ;r: .' dfer mark is lo bo determined not from human records but 
ircam ilitt t*corda which the river makes for Iteell." and Ihe true tine 
Is 'that which the river impre«Bed upon Ihe soil as the Hmi^ ol its 
dooUnioa " (Houghton v Tha Chicago UAM.R. Co.: 47 Iowa, 370-373). 
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"Moh-vMlK aMilt to camltaato wW)ib*llMll«lllwM«lllM 
waHU Mid ttMl txdy ti to ba oonikiaMd Ih* bad whkh lh» vr*Mr 
eeeiiplM •uSdantly Jong and ocottanouilr lo vnaal U Irom wqaMton 
and dMUey IM vuliM far aqrtcultural pivpoiaa" (CkipaiMir «. Baa»d 
el Cbfomri. Hamwpta County: i6 Mum. SOI. 

FarnhAin (Wsiera and walar llqiMa, V. 3. IttI), «iv«« llM MltWllig 
U to hi^h'Wstar in«tk: 

"B^l !.■.!-• r:i.-:ir.;iii: r. whirh .ofsl iiiMli All roquUsreettli o\ ihc lj^v 
and v.h._h r.-m in iiii- hoon ptod by th» weight ol authority it that 
'hj;h w.iier maik la L' m b«low which Iho prMsur* end »c1ion 

of the wai«r ar« >o common and uaual and an hni conllnued in all 
ordinary years as to mak* upon the aoll a ehaML L-: JlsUnct Itoro that 
oS the bank* with respact lo vagvtatUm a» wall with laipaet (o 
the »otl llwlf.-"' 

U Um ama high Odas at lii* Uoen «towaiiMi abe** low'watar wk 
appMT i» 1m lb* ami uaual Um NielMd nndat 40 ordtowy ebevn- 
■Ubom whan ba «i««r la undlahubad ailfiar by imhaili, umiaual 
vrindi, airi falqlh tlda«. «r uaaHadad by droughti. whidi candMoii to 
tmalhr •vUnead by diffia and eOiar dapotlD, and which lin« the 
<IM to noat eamlinl, lh« praaaur* and aettea ef Iba wal«r upon the 
•oil maldnv iho line more de<lnlle than at any other point. iIht. h-- 
S-foot naaa hloh iide line eatabiuhed by iba action oi the water 
Vr r... TTsan low water is legally the hi^>walar wvk « hiqhmda 
line, and a}n8«<TU«ntly the boundary line. 

In a Supreme Court decision randered November 7. 
1921 ' involving the question whether the boundary be- 
tween the District oi Coluinblo and VJiginia runs from 
Iwadland to headloaad" <n the Kftarylond-Vlrglnia 
boundary does, or follows the meandsrinijs oi the nver, 
the latter course was accepted. The court also decided 
(heA fhe United Stales is snUtiod to the pessssslon of 
land in tho Dir-trlcl th-rt has been reclaimed by filling 
In below low-water line on the Virginia side. Jurisdiction 
and sovereignty ovw the tract in dispute in this ease, 
comprising an area of 46.57 acren rrdiolning Alexrmdiirr 
were transferred to Virginia by United Slates act ap- 
proved Febnuiry 23, 1S27 (44 Stat U pt 2. p. 1176). 

The District Court of Appeals, in a decision rendered 
November 6, 1922, rdcognlzed the clotm that high-water 
mark on the south bank of the Potomac is the bound- 
coy between the District of Columbia and Vii^inia. 
This location of the boundary was reaffirmed by tfie 
U S Supreme Court May 4. 1931 (283 U.S. 348). 

The high-water line on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac was determined by the U.S. Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey in 1947. Monuments were established by 
trianoulotion, and the mean high-water line was tied 
Into these. The elevation of this line wot 1.86 (set for 
stations S through 14 The bour.dary crossots the rr.ouths 
of all tributaries affected by tides. From the intersec- 
tlen of the high-water line and and (he centerline of 
Sefr'^nd Street '.rj Alexandria, cxtendod, tr.e boundary 
follows the estabhshed pierhead line to the comer 
common to the District, Maryland and ^rginla (59 
Stat 552). 



•Tha lollowUg ease* are in harmony wtth th* « i-hnrnea quoted above 
Hewatd >. |08«WU, 13 Hswartl. 41&-42}. Shivaiy r Bowlby. IS2 U S 12. 
*Uaria* lallwav inri Caal Ca. t. IMiad SMMi al Aamfica: W U.S. V, 
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The District of Columbia was planned to be exactly 
10 miles square, but it has been found that the north- 
east side meas\:res 253.1 ieet and the southeast side 
70.5 feet more than 10 miles. The lines do not bear 
exoofly 45* from the mertdian. but tfie greatest varia' 
fion is cnly l"* feel (Baker, 1894. p. 143-155). The 
entire boundary of the District of Columbia was sur- 
veyed in 1791 and was marked wllh sandstone mile- 
posts in 1792 These posts, except those at the four 
conieis, v, ere numbered irom 1 to 9, counting dock- 
wise, for each of the four boundary lines (Sbusler, 1909, 
V. 20, p. 356). 

In 1915-1921 each of the original boundary stones 
was surrounded by an iron fence, erected by the Dis- 
tiict of Colimifaiki and Virginia dioptns of the Daugh- 
ters of Ow American RevoluHon. 

By a bill approved March 3, 1903 (32 Sta;. L. 961) 
funds were provided for additional marks on the Dis- 
trict of OolumblaMaryland boundary line, to be placed 
at FOCkI crossings and at other prominent point.?. The 
vrarlc was completed the same year, but without (he 
formol cooperation of any Maryland reptesentotlve. 

The Tiev,' marks oro of cjt granite, 6 inches Situate on 
top, and pjoject 12 iiichos above ground. 

The latitudes and longitudes of the north, eosli and 
south comerB tones of the District of Columbia ore as 
follows: 

Ui iudo (N ) Lonoitude (W.) 

North comaf ................ 38*S9'.45.04" 77'C?'!Sft3" 

East comar ....................... 38*53'33.90" TB"b.i :i4 Ul ' 

South r-?rni»r ™'47'?<I.8C" 77*02'27.19" 

These positions aie on i927 North American Datum. 

The south comer stone at Jones Point, below Al«^ 
andria, which was Ihe first one established, was set 
with appropriate ceremonl^ April 15, 1791. 

By act of February 21, 1871 (16 Slat. L. 419), the 
entire area within the boundary oi the District was 
mode a distinct government with the ttde of Oie District 
"f C:;lumbia and constituted a "body COipORilB for 
municipal purposes." 

The Inittcd point of several of the orlgiiKil land gronlB 
upon which the city of Washington is founded was a 
mark on a large rix:k commonly called the "Key ol 
all keys." which was then dt the edge of the Potomac 
River. According lo tradition, Braddock's army landed 

•See 174 US 196590 for I'.ri hi'Jcr ut irrt -ciTori-d by !)■• Dl»- 
trlct ol Colunbaa from tha l ri. or "h* Y.-r-j s '^ranl to Lord Baifimorp 
|<tfie 30, 1S32, iiKiudea teiptodueftona ol aeverat old map* This cass viret 
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at Alls ploo* on ita way to Fort Duqussne. This rock 

has b'een covered wi'.h dlr! and the rivor bed filled in 
SO thai the concrete pier and tablet eslobUshed in 1910 
ovOT the mark ore now mora them 1,000 feet from the 
river's edge. The new moo'k is In the Naval Hospital 
grounds obout 300 ieet wast from the cxirner of Twenty- 
Ifaild SliMt and CbnslltuliOR Avenue. NW. 

ThB zero milestone, from which piiblic highways of 
the United Stoles are supposed to radiate, authorized 
by joint resolution of Congress June 5, 1920 (41 Stat 
L 1062), and dedloaiad June 4, 1923, is a gronlts pier 
24 fay 24 Inchw In ssctton, mounted on a ooncrvie 
base and projecting 4 feet abcvr^ qrcunti, i-itaiidlr.q on 
the north edge oi the Qlipee, 900 ieet south oi the White 
House, in lot 38*S3'41Jg" N.. loiw 77*02'12.66" W. 
The talilet In tfie base is 28.65 feet dban neon sea 
level. 

VIRGINIA* 

In 1606 King James I of England granted the "first 
charter" of Virginia. The boundaries therein described 
ore as follows {Thofpe. 19G9L r. 7, p. 37S3}: 



* litiMto. lyUtQ. er batov all sleng the Cauli, bslWMn tear 
and thirty d«]ra«i el .VorMetfy UWitda from (he Bquiaeelttl Um 

&nci l.ve and forly d»gTO«s ol Ih* UJIW Lalituds, md in llM SMill 
Usnd herwRon tha tam» {our and thirty «od Uva and lorty Dagim* 
and tho Inlands ihnaiiato atllinanl. or wtlhln om hundred ndas af 

Ih* cout tikecMl 

bi 1609 a new charter was granted. cr.]'..-a the 
"second charter" of Virginia, which defines the txsund- 
dries in the following terms (see fig. 21) (Thorpe, 1909, 
V. 7, p. 3799: 

• • • itaiua, lylBs, faainq in Hwl part el Amniea, caUsd Virfinte, 
(ram Ih* paint of Land. ctIM Cape « MnI Comfort, all along lh» 
Sm Comi to Ih* Nofdnmid, Iwe hondnd nlloa. and iieai Um said 
petal of Cnfic Comfort, all along Uw Baa Ctoaat lo torn SaulliwanL Mb 
bundled Mile*, tnd «n th«l Spae* and Circuit ol Land, lying bom lha 
Se« Co»i< ol iho Precinci aloreaald, up Into th* Lend, ihrougheut bom 
Soa Ic Eca, V/c3- and Norlhweet: And aUo all '.he Islands lying wUMn 
one liundjed Miles alcr.;] ihe Coast oi balh Seas ci ihe Precinct atet*- 
aald. 

In 1611-12 the "third charter ' oi Virginia was 
granted, which was an enlargement of fite second. It 

gave the lollowing territory (Thorpe, 1909, v, 7, p. 3804): 

* * * all and aing'jla: thosa Islands -ArhatiLTevei, sltuale and boir.g In 
any Part ol the Ocean So.^.-. bcrdenny upon Ihe Coasl o) oui said li.'s! 
Coiony in Vi>v'<*la. and balnq within three Hundred Leaguee of any 
oi lb* Patia hatololafa gnalad to Ih* asid Treaaurer and Cooipany 
in our lomr Ultsn Patent as aietooald. and bolng within or tehraaa 
ih* onMmMortMh and IhMMi Oogwsa cl HoiUMrly UWudou 

• The CamBenwealth d Virginia- ia Ik* (idl logal MM lar Stta iMlik 
Fat a brtal htoloty al eaaaton* to Viroinia, <!>• CaiolbMa, and Gaotgla Md 
oi boiaMwj Una aamil ba<wa* w them Irom IG06 to IKl. ••* Haywaod 
lim. pii tS->7). Tot lafarmna le eld VugUila charters, obiiracis oi beiaid* 
mt daolsSaM, and daiiiijilliM oi faouoday aarln. ■•* Cod* «i Vlr> 
«W« V. I. p. 10-92; Wrt Mon d l. 
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Tlw charter of 1609 9<m Viiqbita a strip of land 

bordering on (he ccast for 2C0 miles nor'hv/ard from 
Pbint Comfort and for the some distance southward 
and exlendin9 Inland w«5t and norai%ra«t fo <h« South 
Sen.' A point 2CCi miles due narlh of Point Comfort 
would fall in lot 39'54' N., or about 13 miles north dl 
the present south boundary of Pennsylvania. An lm«u- 
lar line 200 mtle:; lor.g, measured along th(? coast from 
Point Comfort, wauld reach abcu'. us iar north as the 
Pennsylvania boundary. A point 200 miles due south 
from Point Comfort would kill in lot 34° 06' N. The 
territory Included -wlfhln these boundories comprised, 
wholly or :n part, the present States of Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina and the vast region stretching west and 
northv.'csf to the Pnclfic Ocean 

The area covered by the charter of 1611-12 included 
the Bermuda Islands. 

In 1625 the colony was changed to a royal province, 
the three charters having been canceled by iudqinent 
cf the Cour: of Kings Bench in the preoedins year 
(Donaldson, 1884, p. 33), but Vlrqiria still dalnied 4ie 
boundaries fixed by the charters. 

The description "west and northwest" left the north- 
ern boundary oi the colony poorly defined, but It was 
more deffnltdy fixed when reductions In area were 
made by Ihp -harters to War/ '.and in lb32 and to Penn- 
sylvania in 1681. The Connecticut charter oi 1662 
Meedly mode fiie parallel ol 41* Hm noifhem boundary. 
(See p. 72.) The charters of Carolina In 1663 and 1665 
changed the southern boundary to its present statute 
position. 

The area of Virginia was still further reduced by the 
French treaty of 1763, which mad© the Mississippi River 
the west boundary, by the cession In ihe United States 
ol (he territory northwest of the Ohio River in 1784, by 
die admission of Kentucky as an independent State 
in 1792, by the division in 1863 when the new Stale of 
West Virginia was aealed and admitted to the Union, 
and finally by the transfer of two rounttes to Weet 
Virqir.icT in ]2m. fSee fig. 21 ) 

By the constitution ol 1776 Virginia formally gave 
up all claim to fhe (enftory now appertabiln? to the 
neighboring States of Maryland, Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina, as is seen by the follow- 
ing exlroet: 

The fpmtonos rc^n'.Mmd within [hf Chijtorr orncting iho C,jloni»» 
of Miiytand. Ponnsylvsnla. Ncilh and South Carolinii aro horsby 
ceded le'.eased, and forever r3ni;rmed to the people cl these ColDnisa, 
resp«K:1ively. with all tho riqhls of pmperly, lunsdirtion, and govern- 
ment, and all the rights whatioovor, which might a! «qy Uiw iNNto* 
iof, h«v« tNwn claimed t>y Vst^inla. except the Ire* nwiqMiaii «Dd 
1IM of 1h* Hmn Pwomtqn* •nd Fokemak*. %rtth di* ptapMtv of ^ 

' i/M .^i.r iSnyh on!' w^s name gi.-er^ l- the Psriiir Oce.ir. 

by ftalboa in IS13, whan he tnl mw II al a place where the tho'eltne 
im BMrly MM md WM- 
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Vlrqtnla ahofM and iIhtmIi boiderlog on •Uhar of iiid liwm, «nd 
•n inpravwMiM, wtilcti Imv* twm or siMll b» Mda ttmeM- tli* 
wwMin Md inrtbem Mdml of Viiqialt duH. in «lt odNt tMpwM. 
•imd w Hind hr »>• durtvr ol Ktag Jmm L to ib* yaw on* Hiomwiiil 
■tac huBdrad and Blue, and by ihe pufaUc liaaty ef pmtem batwaan dia 
Count cf Britain and France :n the year one thousand seven hundrad 
and Hxty -iiyf- . ni-ir;. 1 y .>: i oi this Legi*;iti.r» or,r. r: rr.cire Qovam- 
tnenle bt> eslabllshed westwards c4 Ihe Alleghany mountains. 

In the meantime grants of territory had been mode 

within f^e j rest'n.t limits of Virginia and West Vir-jinla, 
which caused great dissatiskictian to the people oi the 
Virginia Coloay and which ultimately had on important 
bearincT in setting the dlviflional line between Mdry^ 
land and Vingnia. 

In the twenty-first year of Charles II (1670) a grant 
was made to L^ord Hopton and others of what Is Still 
called "the northern neck of Virginia," which was sold 
by the other patentees to Lord Culpepper and confirmed 
to him by letters patent in the iourth year oi Jomes II 
(1689). This grant carried with it nothing but fee right 
of soil and inc.der.ls cf ov.'nership, i' i:'Pin.',i ^x] tess]',' 
subjected to the jurisdiction of the Government oi Vir- 
9lnlo. TIae troct of land thereby granted wos "bounded 
by and within the heads of the rivers Tappahannock, 
alias Rappahannock, and Quiriough. alias Potow- 
Riacfc." On the death oi Lord Culpeper this proprietary 
tract descHnd&d to !.< FairfaJt, who had mCBTied Lord 
Culpepper's only daughter. 

As early as 1729 difficulties arose from conflicting 
grants made by Lord Fairfax and the Crown. In 1730 
Virginia petitioned the King, reciting that the head 
springs of Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers were 
not known and praying that such measures might be 
taken that they might be ascertained to Ote satbfaelion 
of all porfies. In 1733 Lord Friirfrix mode a similar 
petition, asking that a commission might be appointed 
to osoertoin, survey, and mark the true boundorlee of 
his grant. An order was accordingly issued, and in 
1736 three a>mmissloners were appointed on the part 
of Ihe Grown and fhiee on Ihe part of Lord Fcdrfdx 
These commissioners were to ascertain by actual ex- 
amination and survey the respective fountains of 
Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers. This survey woe 
made in 1736. The report oi the oommissioneis was 
referred to the council for ptanloHon afbdn in 1738, who 
reported their decision as foUows: 

* * * The said boundary ought tn l^^r^in at Iho iirst spring of the 
aoiuh branch oi Ihe river Rappahannock, and thai the uid boundary 
ba fram tbanea drawn la a aliaifhl Una naniiwaat in Ifaa plaea in dia 
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AUaghany Mountdins wK«ro iliai jMit «f ih* Patem»e Dlvar. whidi <• 

now called Cah-ri'-i. r.'_i.4 fSril ji«e«. 

TlUs rep«r; wcs confirmed by the King, and other 
commissioners -.vertj appdnled to survey and mark 
the dividing line. The line was run in 1746. On October 
17, 1746. the commissioners planted the Fairfax Stone 
at ihe spot which had been described and marked by 
the preceding oommisslonen as the true headspring 
of tfaa Pbloiaac cwid whldl, nolwlflnlandin? much con- 
troversy, has continued to be bo rtfjardec from that 
period to the present lime. Besides limiting the Fair- 
fcDC tract, this location was of greater Inporlono* as 
marking the eoufhem polnl ol Ihs WMtom boundary 
ol Maryland. 

A description of the Original Fcdiiox Sloiw« as It 
flqppeorad in 1859, was olven in a nporl by Ueutsnant 
Michler, as follows: 

It consists oi a rcvqh piece of MiidUeB*, tedtNifMil moi faUU*. 
ptontod lo the depUi «{ « taw iwt la Hi* graunct mtl Mting • roe* «r 
nsM above fli» muIim; shtiielMi in Ibnii. tt would tent* tittup 
flw aitanliM of Ih* pauM by. Hi* ihtdlng of tt wm wMhoiit dUBeultr. 
and Hi NeeqnlHdn and Idenltflealleii by the hncriplton now ahnoBt 
Ob!M.->ij'pH ly i-:n , r:rrr.i;nrT -I'^li n of water and »ir. 

When the commissioners lor the Maryland-West 
Vli^bila boundary visltad Oiis loecdlly In 1910. no trace 

of the original mark was found, aithcugh tho mark set 
by Lieutenant Michler was readily identified. A large 
concrst* monument «ros Own built at Ms point* As 
stated on page 88, these commissioners placed the 
monument marking the southwest comer ol Maryland 
on the south bank of the Ncrth Bi:i:.c}i of the Potomac, 
nearly 4.000 feel north of the Fairfax Stone. 

This tract of land was held by Lord Fairfax and his 
descendants for many years, but subsequent to the 
Revolution the quilrents and similar charges were 
dboUshed. ond It became in all respects subject to Oie 
Jurisdiction of Vlrtjinia 

For the history and description of the boundary line 
between Viiqinla and Maryland see pages 86-88; 
and for the lino between Virginia ond West Vbginio, 

see paya 95. 

Kentucky formed originally a part of tiie county of 
Flnoastie. Vo. In 1776 this county was divided into 
fliree counties, (he westernmost of which was called 
Kentucky County, and its eastern boundary was de- 
clared to be as follows (Hening, 1821, v. 9, p. 2S7): 

•For raport of ih« ooBaitMlaiMi*, tacludMg dMCi1p4kin aad ponDon s< 
«adi at lha M ■layaaM. aa* m V.S. fl-M. Tm talaiaBBa. aMoaialag 
Vlrgtad*. MarjlMd, tad W«m Vbsitfa baaadariai, a«« 217 V-Z. MT. 



A line beginning an lb* CMo, a lha BMuth ol GmM Sandy Oaak. 
aad rainiiig up llta aaoia and iha main or nerfhaaalariy biandi tfaaiaol 

lo lha GcMl Laurel Ridqe or Cuinb«rlarvd Mounlafns: Ihence aewltl- 
waetady along !he said mountain lo the Una of North Carolina. 

Kentucky having been odmllted into Hie Union June 

1, 1792, ("ommisi^ioners v/f?re r:pp-ninf*?d in 1798 by Vir- 
gtnio ond Kentucky to fix tho bound nry'. In 1799-1800 
the commissioners' report was made ocid ratified by 
the States. It was as lollows (Shephmd v. 2, p. 23A): 

To begin at llie poini whoro Iho Carolina, now Tennessee, hna 
cro«s«t the :cp cl Ihe Cumk«iUnd mounlaLns, n«ar Cumberland Gap, 
ihenea norlhaastwardly along the lop or highest pait o( the uld 
Cunib«(land mountain, kmpinq bntween the headwaters ol Cumber- 
land and Kantueky livan, on lha wail aide thanaoi. and lha head- 
vratan of Powril'a and Gumi'a tdMn. and ihe fowid (Mk t4 Smdy. 
on lha Mat aid* ibmof, continuing aJang the aald toPi or bl^iaat 
pan oi aaid BwnMtin. craaalng lha road laadbig over dw aamo al lha 
Ullla Paint Gap. what* fay aom* tt Is called Aw Hallow mountiin «d 
whan K laraUnaiei af lha Waal Fork «( Saady. oennonly «alM 
Haaaaira tork. thence with a line to be nm noHh 4S' oaal lUl II 
InlefSecIs the ciher great principal branch of Sandy, OOnUDOnlr osllad 
the northeastwdrdly branch, thcr. f Hr-.vri il 9 said ncrtheaslwardly 
blanch to its iuncilon with thri rr.sin wcti branch and down Main 
Sandy lo Us eonfluence with tKe Ohio. 

It will be seen that the northern port of this line is 
the present line between West Virginia and Kentucky. 

The exact location of the boundary along "Great 
Sandy CSteek" and its "norOieoslerly branch" (now 
oodled (he Big Sandy River and Oie Tug Fork) is some* 

wh::t in doubt_ The IjSSl evitie:it:e as to ils piropsr pnsi- 

tion thus far found is that indicated on Bishop James 
Madison's mop of Virglnto. dated 1807, where It Is 

shown as being cn the west bank of both streams. This 
evidence Is in a measure confirmed by a clause in the 
West Vbglnio Slote consdtulion of 1872, whldi is oe 

follows: 

TTie State of West Virqlnia Includes lha bed, bank and ahofes of 
tho Ohio river, and so inuch of the Big Sandy ilvar aa wm kdnarty 

included in Iho commonwealth of Vtrginio. 

Virginia at one time owned the entire area of Ken- 
tucky ond claimed territory north of the Ohio. Many 
court decisions hove find lha low-watar liiw on the 
ncaih bank of the Ohio as (he boundary resulting from 

this claim. It thf^refori^ seems r^=Nosonnble to n.ssiime 
that the Kentucky boundary should be so placed as to 
exdudo (he bed and shoros to low>wa1er mark on (he 
west side of the two streams. 

For the history oi the settlement oi the boundary be- 
tween Virginia and Norfli Cbiollna, see North Cbrollna. 
poges 96-98. 

In 1779 Virginia and North Carolina appointed com- 
missioners to run the boundary line between the two 
States west oi the Allegheny Xlotmlalns, on the parallel 
of SS'Siy. The commissioners were unable to agree on 
the Iccfitinn of "he parallel they therefore ran two 
parallel linos 2 miles apart, the northern known as 
Henderson's line and claimed by North Cbrolina, (he 
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southern known as WaUnr's line and ckdrasd by 

Vir3in:a. In Ihe yoar 17S9 North CoroHna ceded to the 
United Siatea all lerrilory west ol her present bound- 
aries, and as Tennessee was lomed from the cedsd 
tanrttory, this qusstton beoanw on* betwaaai Virginia 
and Tmnessee. 

Commissioners appointed by Virginia and Tennessee 
to estobilsh the boundary adopted a compromise line. 
Their report was mode in 1803 and was as followB 
(Haywc^^, 1823 p. 9; 1891, p. 487-497): 

A <Jo» west lirw oquslly disMM Itom both WaHkar't md Hvndtf- 
s : n b LSoUuiiny on tho summit ol <Im ■^■imttw ^MMMlly known M 

Wtiii* Top aieuniBin. wham Am aortliMii centr of Tmwmmi tmni- 
tttiM, to Hm top e( fli» QjmbariMd Mauntdn. wtni« Ui* aoulli- 

This line, winch is about a mile north of the Walker 
line, was marked on trees by five notches arranged in 
the iorm of a diamond and is oiten called the "diamond 
Une." It was adopted by the legislatures ol both States 

in iB03. 

In 1871 Virginia passed an ad (or appointing oomp 
missloners to readlust (his line. Tetmesaee the following 

yeor passed an emphatic- resolution refusing to reopen 
the question regarding a boundary which she con- 
sldofed "fixed and established beyond dispute for- 
ever" (Tennessee H. Jour, for Mar. 23, 1872, p 71). 

In 1889 Virginia took the matter to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, v/liich in 1893 decreed that 
the line as surveyed and marked in 1803 is the true 
boundary.* 

Until 1784 Virginia exercised iurisdiclSon over a 
large tract of country northwest of the CXito River, but 
by a deed executed March 1, 1784. she ceded to the 
United States a'l that toriitory, tlius making the north- 
am port of her western boundary the north and north- 
west bank of the Ohto. 

On December 31 1862. the State of Virginia was 
divided, and 48 counties, composing the western part 
of flie State, were made tfie new Slerte of West Vta^ 
ginia. By on act of Cor.'Trf's? in 1866, ronsenl was given 
£o ;he tiarisissf ol two additional counties from Virginia 
to West Viiginia. 

The Legislatures of Virginia in 1873 and West Vir- 
ginia In 1877 authorized the appointment of commis- 
sions for "ascertaining and locating" the boundary be- 
tween the two Stortes wherever it was in dispute. Com- 
missions were appointed, and on officer frewn Ote U.S. 

Army G^rjjs of Ervjineers wns dstnilod to aid in tho 
work. So for as can be learned, the survey and mark- 
ing of this boundary were never undertaken, and its 
location can be found only by following the old county 

•S«» 14? US Tei hislorica) dMrrh-lten and pis! si 1»!e Imo, rtyr.- 

Bull records oi Iho court lor th« Oclot«r 1fr=i iar g«ofji/it>ac 

ooo> an tha Una, m« pi. til - For r*pon ol oaasaittimtn who iury«r*d 
th* tto* in ISOt-t, ••• IW U S. 64. For anginal oaps i>l Ihia mumj, m* 
n^nin IBU ol lha wcWvm ol tb* SuptMM Covin. Foe r«lw*ne* le llw 
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lines, descriptions of which are given in the Virginia 
siahiles. (See West Virginia, p. 96.1 

Referonccs trj the sla'utos by which the counties of 
Virglnio and West Viiginia were created can be found 
In an article by Morgan P. R«A*naon (1916)1 Most of 
the OOUnliee were created prior to 1900. and tho ref- 
ermces are to Hening's Statutes at Large oi Virginia, 
but there have been many changes since that year. 

The Grand Assembly nf Virginia, in 1660l enacted 
that iHenmg. 1821, v. 2, p. 18) 

For A* pravMMoa «l baqMsi Milt and dtHKMCM ■ * * all 

tNund* * * *, and whare imiumII beumfi «i« wsniinq to sufptir llul 
dabct by marked tre^i. whieli ara to lie vi*w«d and rvoawad avwr 
<hl«« yaaca by tha naarast boniattng Inbaliltaiita o( Mch counly aod 
panUb In EMar w«ak. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

The separation of West Virginia from Virginia wen 

approved by act ol Congress of December 31, 1862 (12 
Stot L 633). and the new State was admitted to the 
Union by presidential prockimotion dated April 20, 1663, 

effective June 19. 1863 <\3 Sfat. L 731). Il is of historical 
interest that the nome rro;:osed for this State by the 
convenHan of 1661 was Kanawha. 

It edginslty conlouied the fo'lov/'.ng counties: Bar- 
bour, Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Qcry, 
Doddlidge, Fayette, Gilmer. Greenbrier, Hampshire, 
Hancock. Hardy, Harrison, Jackson. Konawha, Lewis, 
Logan. MdDowell, Morion, Morsholl, Mason, Mercer, 
Monan'jclia, Monro© Morqan. Nicholas, Ohio, Pcndlo 
ton. Pleosonls, Pocahontas, Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, 
Randolph, Rilchle, Roane, Taylor, T^deer, Tyler, Ujp- 
shur. Wayne, V/eLieter, Wot2ol, Wir^, Wood, and 
Wyoming. In 1866, with the consent of Congress," 
Weel Vlrginio was enlarged by iie two oountlee of 
Berkeley and Jefferson, transferred frcm Virginia. 

The boundary between West Virgiiiia and Virginia 
te mode up of the boundary lines of the counties above 
eoumerated that border on Virginia and con be de- 
fined only by refwence to the laws by which these 
counties were created (Hening, 1821, v. 2, p. 184). 

The two States entered into a compact to define their 
common boundary separating Monroe County, West 
Vi.-r;)li-.ic:. ond Ajlefjlieny County. Virqinia. "niere had 
been uncertainty concerning this line lor many years. 

» 14 SMI. L 3M. Sm 11 WalUc* 39 lot a Uilatlaal akaleli ol Oda ad> 
dUsa tod court J m i l ai i a raUttatg Swia i e. 
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Tl» two oommlflstoM thof were a;; poir.ted mel jointly 
ond ngreed upon a derinido:-. of the boundary. Their 
recommendations were adopted by the States In 1959. 
The boundary Is Ibm described (U£. B6fh Gong.. Isl 
8GSS , H. Itept. 7474): 

' B«4nnln9 at Hm tap «! fMan ■ouiuaiii, witm tfw md 
CRMIM, ednar eeauum to Monro* couoly, W«at VlrqtnU mi Cetiq 
«aaiiir. Vlrgtata md ea iIm All*al»nr coMtyViiqinia Um whan 
ttw S%m( SorioovFlncul]* nad a a na a Pataw awoMtln, ttwooa In 
• MnMiI Um to Ow ptaaMM alala Baa e an taa to auikar «b hMmptty 
Am* hwidraft alavan; Ihanea kn • atxalqht Uim lo A* 
lina blqhway markor on upper highway loule nuRiber 
tlx hundivd ihroa (Staly road or Big Ridgo road); Ihonm in a straight 
line to the Groonbricr ■rounty line on top of Alle^jhany mountain at a 
paint on Flelrhors Knob pr»viouely established by the W»s» VlrcjInUi 
Virginia boundary commiiston being aFproxImateiv inMuLi.i- •_-i 3hiy 
degre«s oignioen and one-hall minutes west and latitude thirly-seven 
degrees loily-ono and one-half minuses north, al a aeatad aiavstiOQ 
ci three ihouMnd oim hundred lifly leet. 

Oongrass gave Its consent on September 21, 1959 
{73 Stat. 599). 

In the conslituttoa of 1872. after a recapitulation of 
the counties transferred from Virginia to West Vir- 
ginia, is found the following clause defining the bound- 
aries on the south and west (Thorpe. 1909. v. 7, p, 
4034): 

The Slate c( West Virginia includes the bed. bank, and shores ol 
lha Ohio Hiver and so much «i lha Big Sandy River as was lonmsrly 
Inetttdtd In the CommonweaKb «| Vii^in ia; and all territorlii rights 
and prapany in, and JiuladleliaB awar iha aMW. haialc to a taaaivad 
br and vatiail in Hw CogunonwaaHh ef Vii^lnla. aia vaMad In aad 
ahaD haiia^r b* aaatelaad br ha Siala al Waal Vl(«tala> Aai audi 
parta of HwaaM badi. h»Bib«. and ahaiaa aa Ito CRpeaHa aad aiUaliriiis 
ci thla Slaia. jhaU torn paila «f add aararal 



For a faJslonr ci flie boundoriss of West Viiginkt. see 
Pennsylvania, page 83; Maryland, page 8B; and V1f> 

ginia, poge 95. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

bi die yvor 1663 flw "first diortar" of Carolina was 

granted, which In IBP*! svas followed by ihe "second 
charter." The following extracts from these two charters 
fllxMpd, 190B, 5. p. 2740 deflao Ib9 boundorlM. 

camBU or mm 



to 'tr-* wt'u' aa far .in 'h^ sr-jl-i scMs, And so S'lUtKerly fsi aS the 

river St. Mailiijaj!, wludi i..u{.i8.-etli upon Vie coast of Florida, ood 
within one and thirty d»giees ol r jri-.i^rn Iitltudai and aa waal In a 
direct line as far as the south s«e;< At 'rc^i.^iij. 

CHARTCTl OF :6bi 
* * ' AU that province, territory, or tiaci ot land, sciiuale. iylng or 
being within our dominions of America afore«ald; extending north 
•nd aaatwraid, as iir aa Iha north and ot Currituck river, or inlet, upon 
• aliail weetedy Una la Wyonaak cia a k , wtdch lies within or about 
tha da in aa a M lblrtir«ix and thbly ndnnlaa. turtbam Miuda; and aa 
waat In a dbael Una aa tar •» Mia Saulh Saaa. * * * and aeulh and 
vraatwud, aa far aa tta d a g r aa a ef timnl|Hdna, IndiMbm, el Borthem 
lalHwda: and ao vrast, In a dbacl Rna. aa far aa Mia Soutb Saai; * * * 

The second charter fixed the northern boundary at 
approximately the preeent location of the northern 
boundary of North Oirolfaja. 

Because of the great distance between the sol'.le- 
menls in the northern and southern parts of tha Prov- 
ince, there wos for mony years a govwnar for each 

fxirt. This condition finally res-.;l;Gc! In Ihe cre-a^icn c! 
separate Provinces, which became in full effect in 
1729.'^ Dteputae regarding dw division Une coaunenced 
as ©arly as 1732 and v.'ore r.ol finally setlled \jntil 
18i3. In 1815 the unmarked part oi 'He li:.e was sur- 
veyed and marked, and lfa« location v.-as r-ui ed by the 
legislature the same year. (Copper, 1836, p. 406-410.) 

The following are positions for road crossings on 
the North Carolina-South Carolina lino (Gannett, 1905, 
p. 88-89: 1907. p. 65-66; R. B. MorshoU. 1914. p. 281: 
1923. p. 877): 



Utituda <N 1 
33*b3'24 9" 
34*S9'39.0" 
35'"04'29 0" 
SS'OSMl.S" 
35'09*01.S" 
3i'09'2B.4" 



Umgltuda |W.) 
79*35' 13.3" 
flO'SO'02.4" 
aO"59'21.3" 
80'59*29 7" 
8l*03'28-t" 
81'irS2-0" 
8r32'17.I" 



In the conGtituiicn cf North Carolina, adopted in 1776, 
this line is deii.-i&d as svjicd in Ihe aubfoined extrocf 
(Thorpe, 1909, v. 5, p. 2789): 

* * • boginning on the sea side at a cedar stake, at or near ihs mouth 
el Lillle River <being the soulhorn oxtremily of Brunswick county) and 
runnlDQ hem th«nce a nurihwest course, through iha bouodsiy itouss, 
which alands In tblcty-thr«« dagieaa ftfiy^ adnalM. lo fhirtr-Hm 
daqraa north tatiluds, aad ifon theoca a wast cauiaa aa far aa la 
i B an H aead to Ifaa eharlar a( iOns Oiailaa Iha Saaead to tha iaia Plr» 
priatora of Gsraitaa. Tharatoia. all *• leffMoctoa. aaas. 
harbouia, wllh fbair appm r laaaaeaa. lylag b atwaiB Iha 
daantbad. and tha wwlham Una of Iha Stala ol Virginia, whidi 1 
OB Iha taa ihora, in Ihlrtr-ai* da<ita«a thlrtr ndnula* ««(<h laStoda, 
and bam Ihoncc runs west, agreoablo to the said Charlar el King 
Charles, ate Ihe right and property □! Ihe people □! this Stale, lo be 
h-'I - ry li. m n sovereignty: any paitial line, without Ihe consent of 
Iho Legislature oE this State, at any UiBe thsreaitei directed or laid 
out In anywise 



* * * all dui laMiary er met af ^rwmd adtoMa. tying and being 
wttila aur dantalena ef Amailea, anandtaig Iteai Iha nerth and el 
fba Mand called Lucka islanrl, which lieth in the sottlham Virginia 
and within *ls and thirty degrees oi tha nortbam latltuda. aad 



"In 14B II £ :->:. iho date on which tlie separation was apprevi- 1 by 
the Crown i* gtvao 1732. but 1729 is the dale gtvan in "South CaroUna 

llaieuiet* aad Papulation." p 42S. Siaia S a n d a< Jlgik al lan, Ml. Saa 
alio mn. tma^ ibz; ai^ t4). 
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* ' * ^litf provUed elm, Thtf It ilMtt nel h» constnwd »o u to 
pr*vanl 1lh» ••tobltohmant of cj?« or more TOWMunents wcstwud (A 
t)-.i» St4l*. by consent d 'nc- I.ci.-iiLT.^rs-i " ' *. 

On Dacombw 2, 1789. iha Legislotura oi North 
Cbrollna passed em act cttUng to the United States 
tiie westerr. lands nov/ constituting "he State of Tennes- 
see. (See fig. 21.) On FebnioiY 25. 1790. the deed vrae 
aMered, and on April 2, 1790, It was accepted by the 
United Stales. 

In the Revised Statutes ot North Carolina the bound- 
aries of the State ore daecrlbed as follows: The norfh 
boundary, 'he parallel of SS'SO': fhs south boundary, 
a line mr.ning northwest kom Goat island, on the coast 
in lot SS'Se' N.. to the paroUd of 35* and thence 
odong that parallel to Teone s se es and the west bound- 
ary Is the Smoky Mountains. The Intention had been 
frcrr. the AciIiPit c olcintnl times to establish the north- 
era boundary upon the parallel ol 36'30'. This Is the 
wording of every legislative act relating to It, and the 
encm of this boundary OK due simply to snxin In 
surveying. 

The following descrlptlan of Ihe boundary line* of 

this State and of thp various alfeinpts mnde !o locate 
them is taken from the report of the North Carohna 
Geologlad Survey OCkt. 1875. v. 1. p. 2^: 

Ih* Hnt and only aarlout atiampt to uceriain ih« itorihvm boundary 
WU tfwl mod* In 1728 by Col. Wm. Byrd and olhers. co«nrol*iJon«r» 
on tJl* par' Z't 'ho -w- rrlonle*. acting undf; i-jyol authori'v Frr-r. 
th* acca>.>til j:vfn by Byrd o) ihl» >.mrt.-r-jltliii7, 11 avr^^tj iHal thoy 
alarlad from a i-ji::: un the coast w.'i-rf;.^ p^-ir. ri: n 'h.^/ Hf'lf'rrr.Lnad by 
obaervatinn \r, re in 36*31' north laSilude. and rar. du« wo»! (con»c1ln<j 
for Ihf varia'i n oi lh» compaul. to Nottoway [Blackwalor] Hlvar, 
wh»ra they mad* an oH»f\ " of a half mile lo the Boulh ol tlial atream, 
Aqain runntn? weat. Th« :in* was run and markwl 242 mllea from th« 
cou». to a poiM In Slokaa CbuMr. on It)* uDpur willw* of Dan 
tUvw ten FMw'a CtmU. Hm NmA CtfoHtM noiiiilnlaiwi teem- 
VBfiaq Um party ooly •boul twe^Mtdb d Ito dttttOM. Bayend Ihk 
print th* lb* waa emM mm 90 uUm by aootlMr Jalat enmlMioc 
ol «• two colenl** In 1748; lids Mi«vr, tamdMiHns «i Seek 
GiMk. M be «Ml at Stm* Meunitln. and naar iba ivaaant nerlhwMt 
aomar af Iha Sl«i« ottimated to be 323 mUaa Ireai lha eoaX. In 1779 
dia Ihta wa* lakan up aqain at a point on S«e«p Reek OrMk, lieler- 
mined by ctii*rva\i: n ■ : L-.- n II. u parnKr: r,\ 38*30' Ithe marks of the 
previous survey haviniv dl&at^*ii»d onUrsly). and carried weal lo 
beyond Brislol. Tens. This last ti known as the Walfev lln» |aa* 
p. 9S J, iiom on* ol th* ccromiasiooert o< Viiqlnla. 

DM** llnaa wan n« and Mm laMiuda obMfvaHena Mtea tirilh *anr 
iBtpaitad toah mia i i ili. and ilia vadadaB el dta caapaat waa IIHia 
M ndaf H aad, aa ^ « was ao* paaaOd* k> ttaea a pafdlal 6t lallluda^ 
Dielbiak liaaldaa waa aaly natttad «a Inaa and aoon diaappaarait. 
and aa Qw lanlaBMnla waca vary leatlafad, lh* laeaHen aoa«i baceate 
a nialter of vai^ua tradition and presently of contention and litigation, 
■o that in 18S8. at the inslancw of Virginia commissioners were 
spr - ri-iiii •:: r-jli' dif the lino Ircm the and ol the Byrd survey wr-,i 
wanj. but Icr some reaaon they did not act. In 1870 comralssionars 
wero again appoMad by VlfqMa and ilmnar aellan aakad an die 



"Tbir hrtiit :r. ihe Imc is in accordance w.lh sr. ayraaaant mada m 
1727 batwaen lha goTanum oi lb* two colonial Its maasutad latifftli (a 

tun iMi. Far tact ef the miioiM mi afeanaei ai report el Iba 
e iB rtn lB n i ri wba Mt pan al Iba iMa b IUMO, taa Itt VS. SOMl*. 
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part at Ihla Bala; aad lha piepaaMan was lanawad In IM, but 
inafiaetaaMy aa baton. In «U ttwaa emMOW allaKpU to aolabUah 

lha llna <t division b«iw««n lha two eoloalaa and Slalaa tba IntanlloB 
and th* tpadlle instructions have baan to aaeanatn and mark, aa dw 
boundary at th* two States, iha parallel of 36*30'. The mapa publtshiKl 
toward the end ol Ihe last century by JsHnrn .inri rihnra diva ihai 
parallel as Ihe line, and the Bill ot Rights c'- Ncrih Carcli.ia clin.-na 
that "all larritory lying between the lin* abovf 'jea.-tlL'ed iil-je line 
between North and Souih Carolina) and the southern line oi the Slate 
cf Virginia, which begins on the seashore in 36*30' north lalllud*. 
•nd Irom thence runs west, agreeably to the charier ol King Charles, 
iio die right and property ol this State." But It appears Irom tha 
apafaUeot «i ifa* UnUad Siatat CoMt 6tiiv*y at both aoda ei iba Uoo 
I hat lha petal «f baeliintae en Ourrlhuk Inlal, InHaad of baliie. aa ao 
aaaaianily laiiinifltl In lattuida W*aD', ar aa dalanalwad by tba sw> 
««yan fat 172a, 36*21'. la 38*33'IS". a*d Iba waalam end W 
WallMr W cl 1779. «l BilaM. TennJ. 2f94'2SwS". fSae p. «S for 
laiar dala.| |l I* aiaiad ia Byid'a feunai tbal lb* vaitaHea af tfao catt- 
I .IE ' wa« AMoiiataad to ba a Uiit* (mi than 3* W. Ami m acoMMl la 

f .vnn r.f any sub«et|uent correction, and it none wa* mad* al fba and 
ol Iho line r.uivcycd cy .'.:r:i ihc ci.'urn; wcujd have b**n In error 
by near.)' 3', as liir ,3mL.ur.' vafiaiion jr. ;hi£ Stale changes a Utile 
more than 1* lor €••"■> IP i t. I.,r. ol easting and vfes'inn So lhai 'he 
nortHtafT) hout^dflry nf :h*^ S'.sfo ,ir; nin is jwt only th** t^arall^! of 
3b'jU', Lu' 15 iar irLni c-lnndonl v.-;lh any p-a:all»'l cf lalilu-jp and 
ttms! ije a sucteasion of curves, with their l- om: av.'i*i5 nc-ihwarrl and 
connected at their ends by north and soi -h rHiri-i 

Tbo aoulhom boundary balwaan thU Stale and Souih CatoUna and 
GaoigUt waa Itaal aalabliahad br a total eolenlat eeonlailan ta 173S 
to 1742. Thn wininrtiatanata lan a Itaa Iknb Goat bland an Iho oeaal 
Ob lattuide 22>9B' m a up paiadt. neilliwwl to Iho pinlU el 2S*. 
ocmdfaig to ihrir abaarvodoiw, and Una dlW wast to wMita • laar 
adlae ol Iho Catawba River, and har*. at lh* oM Salisbury and Charlaa- 

ton toad, turned north along that road to the scutheasl comer of 111* 
Catawba Indian lands, This line, tesurveyed in 1764, was afterward 
ii- l":'2' I :::ntinued along the eastern ard n-nhnn r ^unft.irior, d ihf 
CaiAwi>d lands to the point whom fhp l.iMrr in'nr.-irrts l:ie Calawiia 
ilivor; thonco alottj a-d up -rial rivi^r l.r, lliti in.ru'ti -jl t)it? S^i-'h r:,rli' 
of the Catawba, arkd thenco uu» wtrel, as oupfXJseti. |i* fyir^ nnar 
Ihe Blue Ridge. This pari cl Ihe line was reeurveyed an • mn'irrr.od 
by ccmmlssioners under acis ol Assembly of 1803. IB04. 1806, 1813 
1614, and 1815, and continued weal to and along Ihe Saluda Mountains 
and lha Blu* Ridg* lo lh* inlariacikm oi ih* "Cherokee boundary" af 
17S7, aad Ifaanc* hi a dlnet Una to iho Chatooga Biver at Ra IMar 
aacHOB wUh Ifa* partial ol 2S*. Ihla peHil Iho Uno w«i me waat 
lo Aa T aanai a aa iHio, balwaan iM* Siaio and Oaafqla. In 1207,* 
eoidknad and aalAUahod fay eel ef Hit. 

The boundary between this Slate and T b n n aa a aa waa run aceotdbuj 
to iho course desiqnsled in the act of 1720, ailUllad "An act lor Ihe 
putpooe ol coding lo tha United Stales c*naln vraalera laiKls therein 
if rlbed" (Ihe State ol Tennessee) — that is, alontj t)..; cresi o( the 
Smoky Mountains, fiotn the Vlrgtnl« line to lh» C-.i.il i--.n nirer (in 
Haywcod C<. -n'v , ir. l.'"", ur.dfir .1-- rl l''flb. ll wa= .i-r.r.linuod from 
this point lo Ine Georgia iitio m iu21- 7ho coinmiiuiioners who com- 
pleted ^his line, at the dale last mentioned, irislead of following their 
inHrvicUoins. dlvwved iram lh* ciaal ci lb* Staeky (Unalia) Mounlalna 

■Thla I* an anar. lb* Itaa waa im ta 12Ul 
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•t llw InlHMdlBR of dw HiwiiM> iHinipik* tod rw du* Seidli*' to 
GMiqJa Ka«i, fliM«lir tar ih» Smm lb* vtluabla nlntaKr 
raglon tJae* known a* CHjcktown. 

Aad M to 1h* soulhsm boundary, lh« point cf b«ginntng on Goat 
hiand (> in laHfudo 33*!il'3/". as shown by tho Coast Survey, and 
Insiftj of i^Mv.M'.; ifLin Goal Island northwest to lalltuda ol 3b* and 
lh<ir.-o n;; it*! pirallel, il app«ais. liom the South Carolina goo- 
?r5phii nl Stal9 survey of 1821-1825, that Ih© course irom Ihe starting 
point IS N. 47*30' W.. and instead of pursuin'^ the rarallel o( 3S°. it 
turns west about 10 mitas soulh of that line, and then, on approachln i 
Ihe Catawba Rivor. tumi northward, pursuing a ztgzag line to the 
forks oi Ihe Catawba Rlvar. which is about 12 milos north ol that 
panIM; and fram Ihta polol la lha Beunlaiiia lha bauitdary lla* (ef 
int) nn, not ¥mM> bol N. W* W., MngliiQ Ha vfMMm and abeut 
17 mOm too fMT aerib and naehbig lha (mppoaad) parallal of 3S* at • 
dIalHwa a{ abesil 190 mflaa wmI of lha CalawlM Rlvar. Hm haa at 
MRlMir le lha Siata raaiiiua? >rom ih«t« atnqutar dawiaUgna ia prab- 
ably bal w aaw SOO and IjQOO square mile*. 

Hio U.S. Gtelegiccd Survey how determHied several 

approTimale posilinns for poin's or. (he North CaroUno- 
Virginia line, \iuee of v.'hich are as fullows: 

Latiluda (N ) Longitud* (W ) 
3B'32'42.6" 77*31'SO" 

36*?3'31 9" 

Four latitude stations were established near the east 
end of tills line by Aw U.S. Cotnl caid GaodwUc Sunwy 

in ! 886-87. (For dcscrlpfiors, so? Ber:!!, 1925, p. 22B.) 

In 1972 tiie Slales oi Virginia and North Carolina 
agreed to define their mutual seaward boundary as 
extending east along the parailet oi latitude passing 
through the point where the Jond boundary meets the 
low-water mark of the Atlantic Ocean. Congress ap- 
provsd the boundary agreement and instructed the 
Seeretary of Ootnmeros to hav» latUuds of fhs line 
determined and so much of the kmd boundary marked 
as is necessary (86 Stat 1298). 

In 1934 Ham \J£. Goat and GoodeHc Surviey datsr- 
mined the position of boundary monument 1 b^: 
lot 36°33'00.8" N., long 75'"52'46.2" W. (1927 N.A.D.). 
This monument is about 0.5 mile from the shoreline. 
The land boundary would meet the shoreline nt 'ho 
same latitude, as the next monument to the west is at 
this latitude. 

The following extract irom the Tennessee oonstltu- 
tlon of 1796 defines the eastern boundary of that Stole, 

which is the western boundary of North Carolina, as 
it was intended to be run and marlced (Thorpe, 1909, 
V. 6. p. 3424): 

It Probably run on ooaipass aaddtair the Haa ia MMfcid achuillr nan 
•haul •* wall d true Mulb. 



BaqlBittam ea Ihe exUBfoe halehl at Ihs Staat UmaUa at the plaoa 
whOT* tha Una ol Virginia intataaela tt. to latHiida ddrtr-Ml deq w 
and thirty minutes north, running Ibanea alea« tfaa •xtiauia baighl 

ol the said mountain to Ihe place where Watauga River twaaka 
through il: ihcnco a direct course ' j tho t:f I th.i Yt'il-j-.v I.fo'jntaln. 
wheie Brighl's road ciossea the sam*. Ihor.ca .il,-.n^ jlJaa of said 
mountain, belween -[.o A-.-.'srs cl Doe River and the waters ol Bock 
Creek, to the place where the road crosses the Iron Mountain; from 
1h«nca along the exlrome helqhl ol said mcuntaln to where NoUrhucky 
Rivor tuns through the same; thence to the top of the Bald Mountain; 
Ihenro along Ihe exiiems helghi of said raounlain to the Painted Roc4. 
an Franeh Bioad Rttrar; ibanm along iba hiebaal rtdga ei aald mooa- 
tain to lha plaea wban M ia «tUad the Great Iran or Sowkr Meiwiain; 
thenoa ttocuj the •atiama haighi c4 said »aiiBMla to the place what* 
tt la wUad Unieot «r Vnato llMKdahi baiwaae Dm bidtan lowu ei 
Cowwe and OM Owiar ihanca akmg (he nuJn ridge oi Ihe eatd 
moun'atn to the southern boundary cf ihU Stale, as da a eilb*d In Uta 

Commissioners appointed by authority of the Legis- 
lature of North CbioUna surveyed and marind a part 

of the- Tennesspf hr.e In 1799. Beginning at the Vir- 
ginia line they ran southwestward along the cres^ of 
flie mountoina lo the highest pinnacle of the Smoky 
Mcun1a:ns beyond the French Broad River, where they 
slopped. Neither Tennessee nor the United States was 
represented in this sunmy. A certified copy of the field 
notes woB given lo Ten a e w ae in 1803, but it does not 
appear that the line os rtm uras nrtiBed by el4)«r 8tais. 
North Caroline: was howovor, apparently bound by 
the action oi its commiasioners. 

In 1819 Nodh Carolina autfioriwd 0ie extension of 
the line of 1799 Ixiv.-s o: Ncrlh Caiclina for 1819, chap. 
11) and in 1820 Tennessee took like acUon. The line 
was completed to the Georgta Stole line, and Ate «» 
tension was formally ratified by both States in 1821. 
The original map for the 1821 survey of the North 
Carolina-Tennessee line is soid le be in the Slote 
archives in Nashville. 

In 1885 commissioners were appointed to rerun the 
port of the line of 1799 from Iron Mountain at Indicm 
Grove Gap to ttie point where Ihe lonesboro and Ashe- 
vtlle rood passes over Bald Mountain. The line -was 
run in 16S6. hut -rrirnmissioners failed "o a'jroe on 
a port of ihe line about 5 miles long near the Noli- 
diueky River. The Nordi Omollna conunlssioner fol' 
lowed OS closely as possible the survey of 1799, but 
the Tennessee commissioner insisted on a line about 
o mile farther east The report of the North Carolina 
corr.mi5s;or.c-r is given in full in Dt-~vimpnf ?.?. '-f the 
No.'lii Carohtia Lcyislot'jro. acssioi; of 1367. No f'orther 
action appears to have n«en token by either State 
toward a settlement of this dispute, but in 1915 a suit 
involving the proper location of ihe boundary was 
decided in the Tennessee Supreme Court in favor of 
the line as marked by the North Carolina commis- 
sioner CThompson, 1916. v. 7, p. 35-86). 

The commissicners who surveyed 'he sr.u'hom port 
of the west boundary oi North Carolmo in 1821 de- 
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pended ohnost entbely on Uonea on trees for fhelr 

marks, and, although they did net run cut '.he line as 
described by siotute. the entire line as marked was 
cnMptsd by ^ la^tslahireB of Am two States. 

In recen" years many disputes regarding the exact 
location of parts oi the line hove arisen, and they were 
flncdly taken to flw Supreme CSouit of the United Stales. 
Ccmmissioners appointed to re-mark the boundary 
filed their report October 29, 1915, having re-morked 
line from (he point -where H fint tntenecte fte Utile 
T©nn©ss©o Rlvor down Ihe north side of the river about 
half n mile, thence across the aver and up Slickrock 
Creek to a point near the mouth of 3ig S'ack Gap 
fifondi, Ihenoe up o ildge leading to Bio Foddersiack 
Mountain, ttienoe along the main ridge to a place 
locally knovm as "County Corners." thence along 
Stole Rklge io the Tellico River, thenoe in a south- 
westerly course to the top of fenks Knob. Soutfi oi tfalB 
point sufficient marks of the sup/oy of 1821 were 
knovm to fix the line as above described." 

The Gqppfoacbnole position for the southwest comer 
of North Carolina and the southeast corner of Tennes- 
see at a point on the Georgia line is lot 34'59'17" N.. 
long 84"'19'19" W. 

In 1879 \he !e<7!sl'3f\iro p<3ss«d an act to appoint com- 
missioners to make a survey irom the northeast corner 
of QsQigI g westward. This point of commencement 
Is common to North Carolina, Soulh Carolina and 
Georgia. 

In 18BI lHg;s!;r.ure passf^d another act providing 
for the appointment of a commissioner, who should 
act witfi commissioners from Vtagtaila, SouAi Carolina, 
Geoiqia, or Teririofisea, ic rerun and re-mark the bound- 
aries between North Carolina and the olher States. 

In 18BB a {otait cemmlsrion reran the Byid line of 
172B befv/e*'- ths ocfnn at Currituck Inlet and the Not- 
toway inovf Blcckwator) River, a distance of 59Vi 
mllse/* 28 appropriately moilced granite monuments 
were established, and astronomic determirKitions of 
latitude were made for five of them, as follows (the 
longitudes are approximate): 

Monument 2. Knott Island, lot dS'Sl'^Q" N., long 
75*55.7* W. 

Monument 7, Northwest River, lot 36*33 W N., long 

76" 11.6' W. 

Monument 11, Dlsmotl Swamp Cbnol, lot 36*33'02" 

N., long 76'22.7' W. 

Monument 13, lot 36°33'01" N., long 76°33.5' W. 

Monument 28, NoHoway {now Biadcwalei) River, 
lot 36*32'36" N., long 76*56' W. 



mSm 13$ US. S-IT for lU tlwWaa al lb* coufl. which liNlad«t « 
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SOUTH CAROLINA " 

The territory within the present State of South 
Carolina was included in the charter of Carolina, which 
also embraced what is now the Stole oi Gsorgia. (See 
North CarcHna, p. 96.) 

The settlement oi Carolina under the charter ol 1665 
had been carried on from two points, and 

W'hlto th- 1.? : v; : nen no iomial diviiton d llio domain Inio dl^tlnd 
territories, iliese sonlemenl* »l th» two point* had »l finl d»»Unct 
<}ov«inmen<e; «nd the norlli»m portion had ijMiLS.ly i rjulred lha 
loiotiul dMtqiMtion oi North Carolina: lb* aoulhem that oi Soulh 
CkoIIm f MeCrMlir. im 91. 

In 1719 there was a concerlod revolt by the southern 
settlements agodnst the proprietary goverrunent oi 
Carolina, but not unMl 1729 was the separation of the 
two colonies fonndUy recogniied by ttie Porliament of 
Great Britain. 

For a hls'.o.-y the settlement of the boundary 
between North Carolina and South Carolina, see North 
Carolina, page 96. 

By the charter of Georgia (1732) the line between 
South Carolina and Georgia was to be the Savannah 
River to lis head. In 1762, dlfftcultles having arisen 
concerning 'ho in'ert 'rstci'ion cf :he charter. I'r.o head 
of the Sovcmnah, and the title to the lands south oi the 
Allamoiha River claimed by South Cbrdbia, Geoigia 
made complaint to the King, v.-hc; issued a proclama- 
tion in 1763 giving the lands k>eiween the Altamaha 
and St. Marys Rivsvs Io Georgia. The question of the 
boundar/ on 'he Scrvonnah, however, remained un- 
settled until 1V87, when a convention between the two 
Slates was held at Beaufort, S.C., to determine it, and 
the line was fixed as at present. (See ilg. 22J The 
following is an extract bom the arlide of ugieemenl 
(1 Stat L 466): 

Tlw inoal noMliMii btmeh er atiMin e( Ih* ii««r SsvAMUh tMai th* 
■M cr novlh c4 mich atntaa Io Hi* fa«k or c«inllu«iie* of Hm livm 

now calla^ Tu<;alr.n and Ksowa, and (tem llience the most northern 
branch nc siream ti the said rlv«r Tugalcii fill it inleraflctt lh* 
tiorlhetn boundary line of Soulh Cir ,: 'li- said branch or »tre»ni 
cf Tugaloo extends so far north, lesti.vir.^ alJ th« islands in iho said 
rivers Savannah and Tuqsloo to Gocigla' hul if Ihe head sprint) or 
trjurre of any brarvrh or stroan ci the said river Tuqalco does not 
extend (n the north boundary line of Scu'h Carolina, then a west line 
lo Ihe MiMisalpjM. Io be drawn irosn the bead ipriag or eource oi the 
■■Id branch er sltMn «t lUgaleo IU*«r wMch eiilendl* to ihe lilgh««t 

'"Fa." ci'i-i«!; ": law.r, rrp'Dr'i of rorr. rr.i !-iiori*ra , "rtarences lO docy- 

Bianti ralailng lo Ihe boundary Imes oi this Slats IroB liTB to 18I&, see 
Omfn (inc S. 40MII). 
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BorOwm Ullhid*. ihiU ienvmt hwMllwr tenn Ik* sepdratlon. limil. 
»nd boundary b rtwn the Stares of Scuth C«iollna and Georqia. 

In th* ian» ymm South Carolina ceded to Ihe United 
Stotm a strip of IsrHtory vrhtch she claimed, about 12 

or 14 miles wide south o: the North Oirolina line and 
•xtendin? from the source oi the QKittoogo River to 
019 MwiaBlppl. South CScorolina's dcdn to dils nat- 
rov,' slrir scii!h of the 35th parallel was based on inade- 
quate geographic information. It was no doubt be- 
Hevwi that the source of Ihe "moat not&vm branch or 
stream of the said river Tugtilco" was snrnp distance 
south of the North Carolina line, but recssnt surveys 
show that the headwaters of Chattooga, which 
It a branch of the Tugaloo, or* north of the 35th 
porcdlel end witfhin the limits of North Carolina. (See 
U.S. Geol. Survey mcp of the Cowee quadrangle, N.C.- 
S.C} Although South Carolina thus hod no right to 
claim ftls strip, later disputes regarding 11 were mode 
Impossible by its cession to the United S'atps in 1787 
and the cession of the eastern part to Georgia by the 
United States in 1802. (See Geoigla. below). 

In 1917 the Legislature of Goonla nulhorized 1he 
bringing of suit in the SupiQtr.e Court o£ Lho United 
StniSB in order to settle a long-standing dispute be- 
tWMn tbcrt Stale and Soufli Carolina regarding their 
common boutukny. Tht court decision, rendered ]an- 
ucpr 30 1 922 is in pari OB followB (see 257 U.S. 517 
and 259 U.S. 572): 

(It Whore lh»fi> ar« no islands in th» boun 'iiy rivMn •[,<■ Ic aii r. 

ihc .infi !":i^t\v>:'«Ti \:.v Iwi Sla'cs .r. f :hf 'a'.t^pt niii'.viiy bo'Wfe,'^. 

where (here arc islands Ihe line Is midway beiwecn tho Island bank 
and Ihe South Carc>lina shore when ihe water is at ordinary >ta^; 
aitd (3) that Islands in 7he Challooqa Rivor are reserved to Oflorgl* 
complM*)/ M «ra ihoM in ibe S«v«niMli or Tu9«lap iiv«n. 

GEORGIA 

Georgia was included in the proprietary charier 
granted to the lords proprietors of Carolina in 1662 
and 1663. for which a provincial charter was nifaell- 
tutod in 1719. 

In 1732 ttie charier of Georgia as an independent 
colony was granted by Kin ? Gieorge II. The Mlowtai? 
is an extract (Thorpe, 1909. v. 2, p. 771): 

* ' ■ all diose lands, roun'rys, and territories stiuate. lying and being 
In thai part o( South Carolina, in Amoricra whirh Ho» (rnni the rtic«t 
northern part of a stream or river there, conamcnly called the Savannah. 
tU along the sea coast ol the southward, unto the meet touthem 
aliMia o( • corMla ottuM graat w*i*r or rtvw c«n«d l)w AlManali*, 



and westerly from tho heads cl ihn s.%id rivers. re»,;ectlvely. In direct 
lines to she scuth Htaa, * ' * with Ihe island* ei th* ■»>. lyint ofipoaila 
lo the easietn eaHl d Hi* Mid Isnda, vriihlB Iwwir I t auM «f 
the same. 

This charter was surrendered in 17S2, and a piovln* 
cial government was established. 

In 1763 the territory between ihe Aitamaha ond St. 
Marys Rfveie yrm added to Georglfii by royal prodo- 

malioFi. (Soe So.:lli Caiclina, p. 99.) 

In the constitution odopted by Georgia in 1798 the 
boundoites ore thus described (see fl?. 22) fThorpe, 

1909, V. 2, p. 794): 

The limlta. ixumduiM. juclsdicUoM. uid aulhorily of Dm SmI* «( 
Georgia do. and did, and ol right ought to MMnd boa the Mw or 
meulb ol ih» rhw SavMiiish, sbng Km nonlMni brnidi or Unm 
HmmoI. bo the fork or eondumw* cf flw rivet* novr cailod l^tgile aad 
Keow»e, and (rom 0m no* •lone Mi* netl iK>rth«m h«neh or timam. 
ol Iho Mid rtvar Tupelo, till U Intenscl the norlluni boaodvT lino 
of 8e«<h Cuotliw, V the said branch or Mraom ol l^igslo nrioadi •» 
far aerlh. tawrvfng all the islands In the said rivers Savannah md 
Tugalo to Geortjia: • u: .1 ih^ head, it ."in.;, n jiu: j» of any branch 
or slream oi the »a.U :ivf; Tutjjlij Jii-sa nu; emend to the rwrth 
boundary line oi South Carolina, then a west line lo the Mississippi, to 
t>« drawn from the hood, spring, or eourr^t a! th« s^id branch or 
stream cl Txiqalo Hivor. which extends to l5-r. hi^h'-"! r. r'lmm latitude: 
thence down the mtddte of the said rivei N'L9:iiisiit>) until it shall 
intersect the noirthernmost part cl Ihe ihlfiy fi.-st degree ol north 
Uiltude. loulh by • line drawn dtie eiaal Irom Ihe tennlnatlon oi til* 
lino laM nonHonedL In tho lalitudo of Itilrtr-one degrees north of the 
aqoalor lo Dm mlddlo o( tho tlir«r Apaltdtlcot* or Oiatahoocheeu thoneo 
along dw alddle llMtwf. lo »> hmeneii wMi Tim Miwr Hmow 
MralqilM to dM hMd of Snial Uaif»Ttbm. and Aabm. ateng llw nlddla 
of SainI Mary'* Hlw, to llw JManlte Ogmii, and fcwD Aance to Uw 
Boulli or inlot of Savannah Rhtar. (ha placo of bagbuMaO' iMMIng 
ami eooiprehcndlng all Ihe land* and walan within Hie wld Uaitla, 
boundaries, and juriadlctiortal rights; and ain all Uw bland* wMMb 
twenty leogues of th« seacoatU 

In 180S orllclee of CKireeoient were entered Inio 

whorcby Georgia ceded to the United States the lands 
west oi its present boundaries, and the United States 
ceded to Georgia -he eastern part of Ihe South Gom^ 
lina cession of 1787. (See South Carolina, above.) 

The following extracts (Georgia act of Apr. 24, 1802} 
thow the Ibalte oi the two oeaaions: 

Hi* Blato «l Gwiiqia eadao to Ihe UnMod Slatot afl tito itghl. 
into, and dalm which iha aaid Blato hat to lha liutodteUen and aoQ 

ol the lands situated wtliiln the L«urMjaries of Ihe United States, 
scuih ol the Stale cf Tennessee and west ol a line beginning on tho 
wostern bank ct tho Chatflhcurhie Rtvor whoro tho same crosses the 
bcundaiy lino between tho United Stales and Spain; running thence 
up Ihe said River Chataliouchle, and along the western banli thereof 
to iht> (jreal bend ihereol. ne»t above the place where a certain creek 
or river, called "Urhoo" (being Ihto first conaiderahle stream on the 
wastorn lida, above lha Cusaaias and Coweta towns). omptSes into 
the Chatahouehia Rl«ar: Ihanea Ui a direct line Ic Nickatack. on 
Tenuaaia* RlTat; Ibeoea eioi a lng the said lasl-iaentloned rivet, and 
thaocv iwonbig up llw Mid Tmnaaiae RNar and along lha waatont 
bank ihaiasf to dw aaudwiB bounduy llna «( llw ftato of T a na awa e . 
a e e e a e e 

The Unlled Stales * * ' cede to the State ol Georgia * " the 
lands ' ' * ailuatad louih of ih« louthein boundarlM of iba Slalaa of 
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Tenn«sme, North And Soulh C«iollna, and east at the boundary tine 
herein above dmcribed as the Mstern boundary c( the textiolty 
c»d»d by Geoftjla lo Ihe Unii»d Statoa. 

For lands ceded to 1h» United Slates, Georgia was lo 
b» paid $1,250,000 from the net proceeds of land to be 
sold. (Donaldion. 1864, p. 80.) 

For a history of the boundary between Georgia cmd 
Soulh Carolina, see South Carolina, page 99. 

The history of the boundary faehirafln North Carolina 
and Georgia has already been glv*?- 'S.t^a p. 97.) 
It may be proper, however, to add that Ihis line (the 
35lh degree of north latitude) was fixed by the cession, 
above detailed from the United Slates to GeoiQia ot 
(bat port of the South Garollna oesrton east ol ih» 
present western boundary of Georgia. 

A long contioversy ensued between Georgia and 
North OctrollrKf regarding the boundary, with no results 
nr.f.l '.BIO wi.on Gconjia empowered its governor lo 
employ Andrew ElUcott to aacerlain die true location 
of tfie 3S(h ^grse of latitude. EUtcotl did so, and the 
point fixed by him woi approved by both Slota*. 
(Cobb, 1851, p. ISO.) 

The boimdory between Georgia and Tennesaee. 
eslablishad In 1816. is dascilbsd at follows:** 



" TW MW MM Imn. M17-IBm v. 7. p 47&; Oaoigia tavi. 18m-18l9. p 
t217, M« also Haywood, 1923. p 13 Th« dascnption ^ivan by Haywood 
diltars ilightiy in wofdlD^ from th« othar*. bul th« assenltal tealurea ar« 
Dw MB*. A eepy ol tb* nap el Itia aunray la on lit* in iha ottn oi tb* 
Q ia u l* taoMatf tt Slato, BinrafOr Oaoml DapanCwnl. 
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tegkHilna M • polni in ilw iiim imhIM of Aw IkWriMi dtene 
el milii laUlMd*. «« i^und by loiBN CibmIs, MtflwewHrim m Mm pmt 
e( ill* Slal* of GiK-iqu, and ItaiM S. GatoM, nalhaauddaii on Ih* 

pail of the Slate cf Tetinnssee, on a rock about two Iwl high. lour 
Inrhps 'hick. anJ iilleen tnchw broad, eniraved on the north slda 
thus: ' luno 1st. IBIB; var 6M oa»1.' and on Iho aoulh aid* Ihtia; 
"Gev. lal. 3b north: ) Cantak." which rock Bland* one niUe and 
tweniy-eijlit F*l*a 'f^i^ the south bank cJ Ihe Tsnnessee river, due 
SDu'h !rrm n<Mr Ihe cpnter cf Ihe eld Indian town of Nlckajack. and 
TAur tho tDp Ihe Nicka:.K"k Mcunlain. at tho luppoted comer oJ 
th* ctal** ci Goor:;ia an:t Alabama: ihcnco running due oast, leaving 
cM O. Rgn IW'.> rr.ilee anJ oi^ih'ocn yards In the Slate ol 7enne«eee, 
and laavMiq Iha houaa o( lohn Roaa abeul two liuiMtaad yaida in tha 
SlaM «E Gmxiola. and Hw iMHua of Dnrld MeMaIr wlOm Hid oo^ 
fonrtb «{ a niila in ikw Slaw oi TMnaaiaai, wtth blaM<l and aiila^Bafkad 
iMaa, lataaniQ9 iIm vaiiauon al llw eaovpaia bjr daeraaa, doalnv It at 
Iha lamlnallea «i Om Una en dw top ei fta UnlMi MowiliiB at «to 
and on*4>aU dagraaa. 

Another line for the boundary between Georgia 
and Tennessee, based oa new observations for lati- 
tude, was tun <n 1826 by James Cbmodc, along o 
parallel about 37.9 chains north of the line run by him 
in 1818, but apparently it was not accepted by either 
Stale as Iha inie line. Attempts hove been miide by 
Geoigla to have the line leloooiad, but the line os run 
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in 1818 still stands as the accepted boundary, although 
in places it is a mile south of the 35th parallel. 

The Georgia Code Annotated, Sec. 15-103, gives 
this description for the Georgia and North Carolina 
and the Georgia and Tennessee boundaries: "The 
boundary between Georgia and North Carolina and 
Georgia and Tennessee shall be the line described as 
the 35th parallel of north latitude, from the point of its 
intersection by the River Chattooga west to the place 
called Nickajack" (Ga. Laws 1887, p. 105). 

!n 1971 a boundary commission was appointed by 
the Georgia Legislature to study and relocate this 35th 
parallel of north latitude. Cooperation with the States 
of North Carolina and Tennessee was sought without 
success. A heanng was held that year before the Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration In 
Rockville, Maryland. Georgia was commended (or 
her research and accurate data. The commission was 
abolished in 1972. 

The present boundary between South Carolina and 
Georgia is thus described (lanes, 1876, p. 120); 

Beqinnmg al the mouth cl lh« Savannali Rivet, along lha river to 
th« Junrlion of ih« Kiowee, and along ih« Tugalco to tlie junciic-n 
of the Talluta and Challcoqa: ihenra alcnq the Chatiooqa to a point 
on the 3Slh parallel cl north latitude, at the union cl the nonherrt 
boundary cl South Carolina and the southern bcundaiy ol North 
Caroiina. The qonetal courie la abr.ut N 35' W. and the lor>qih. In 
a dir«c! line, abcui 247 mll«j. !t torminato* at Dlircn's Rcrk. on the 
C3>aflooga Rlvor. marked "Ui. 35*, A.D, 1B13. N.C.. S.C." 

This lino, in confonrnty with ihe treaty ol Beauiort, >«parate< 
Georgia from South Carolina (all Ihe lalanda of the river Savannah. 
Tugaloo. and Chatleoga being resorvnd to G«-rr3ia1 (2S9 U S S!6). 

The boundary between Georgia and Florida was 
fixed by the treaty of 1783, between the United Stales 
and Great Britain, substantially as at present, namely; 

Commencing irt the middle of Ihe Apalarhicrsla or Cstahouch* 
River, on the thirty-firat degree oi north latit'.ide' ihsnce alang the 
middle thereof to its junction with Ihe Flint River: thence straight 
to the head cj Saint Marys River and theitce down the middle of that 
river to Ihe Atlantic Ocean. 

This boundary was affirmed by Ihe treaty of 1795 
between the United States and Spain. 

In 1799 Andrew E31icott, as commissioner for Ihe 
United States, was directed to survey and mark this 
line from the Mississippi to the Atlantic Ocean (fig. 23). 
From a point near the Mississippi, determined by him 
as on Ihe 31sl parallel, he ran a line due east to a 
point near the mouth of the Flint River, the latitude of 
which he determined as 30''42'42.8" N., where he was 




FIGURE 23.— Ellicotfs Stone, a 2'/2-foot-high sandstone 
marker located a lew miles north of Mobile. Ala- 
bama, has been designated a National Historical 
Civil Engineering Landmark by the American So- 
city of (ITivil Engineers. It is the only visible re- 
minder of a famous boundary survey made in 1799, 
led by Mai. Andrew Ellicolt, which established the 
31st parallel border between the United States and 
West Florida. (Photograph courtesy of Ihe Ameri- 
can Society of Civil Engineers.) 

forced to stop work because of hostile Indians. He then 
proceeded by water to the St. Marys River and up thai 
river to what he took to be the source of its longest 
branch, where he erected a large mound, the latitude 
of which he reported as "about 30''34' N." (Dlicotl, 
1814).'" 

EUicott's line along the 31st parallel marked Ihe 
boundary between the United Slates and the Spanish 
possessions in Fiorida. "Ellicolt's stone," on this line 
(see fig. 23), is the initial point of the St. Stephens 
meridian and base line of the public land surveys. lis 
geodetic position is: lot 30°59'51.463" E., long SS-Ol' 
21.076" W. (1927 N.A.D.). 

The line joining these two marks had not yet been 
surveyed when Spain ceded the Floridas to Ihe United 
States in 1819. The uncertainly regarding the position 
of this boundary was ihe cause of many disputes, 
which became more acute as the country became more 
thickly settled. Georgia claimed that the headwaters 
of the St. Marys were al Ihe source of a southern 
branch. This claim if conceded would give additional 
territory to that State variously estimated at 800 to 
2,355 square miles. On the other hand, Ihe U.S. com- 
missioners maintained that the real source of the Si. 
Marys was 2 miles north of the niicolt mound. 

Apparently Georgia, at least temporarily, accepted 
the Dlicott mound as Ihe proper eastern terminus of Ihe 



1* Dticott't iounval retatlng to this survey, including maps, was pul>. 
Iished in 1603 by Budd & Eartrajn, for Thomas Dobson, at lha Stocia Housa. 
41 South Sacond Strati. Philadslplil*. and *gMn in 1814 by WIIUski Fry, 
ol Phil«d«r:hi« Second edition published 1962. by Ousdrangle Books, Inc . 
Chicago. 



Digitizecj by Google 



straight bo-^ndcrry, and in 1820 had the "Watson line" 
run between the two marks established by ElUooU. 

In 1825 a tecond line wees run by D. F. Mdfell. a 
TOntract sur/eyor for the U.S. Gcncrn! Lar.d Office, and 
this line althouqii :io: IcmaAy accepted by the General 
Land Offios, was looked upon for more than 20 yean 
OB the proper location of the boundary. 

In 1826 Ctanqran nufliorind ttie nmrvy and marking 
ala Une which 

•hail to ran «Migli,i from Hw jwncHM ol Mid ««•» Chwahoochl* vtd 
mm ta IIm dnlifotM «• the head tt Sslat Marya Ri*«r. 

GaOPgria, not content with the McNeil line, continued 
to press her claims and in 1827 passed on act birfald- 
ding any surveys of puUic land In the dlapuled iMll- 
lory iscuth oi the QUoott mound line) wldiout authority 
ol law. 

In 1846 both Georgia and Florida oomenled to the 

appointment ol commissioners who should fix the 
bowindary, and (his action resulted in 1859 in the 
nainii^ of the "Qrr and Whitner Une" between the 

mouth of tho Flir.t River cmd the Elltcott mound on the 
St. Ivlurys. The line as then jnarked was accepted by 
Fbrlda in 1861 and by Georgia in 1856. 

All fluee linee described are indicated on township 
plals of flio General Land Office in Florida book 43." 

Tlie :^:juthern boundary of Georgia is thus described 
(Jones. 1876, p. 121; Georgia Code, 1873. p. 7; Florida 
Cbde. 1872): 

Thence down '.he wosiern bank c! the rivor | CI]MI«)iooch*«l al 
hlqh water mark to its jundicn wlih Flln- Rivet, «■ a point now four 
chains holow iho flc'ual juncimn -la'iiude 30'42'42". Icngitude 
ao'jS'lS" The avQzi<i» dincttoa oi this lim !• About & 6* E» and 
distanre about ISO mile* dlnd Aboixl IN BilM U MputilM Gaoigia 
bom Alabama, and tlia Miiiainim 20 idIIm bom Florida. 

IliMiee aU»9 Ot and UrhtMar'a llaa, & »7>)7'83" E. (avawga 
dbacUMd, )SB-38/<0 nilaa. to a polM 37 KdU sordi ol Ellimil'a 
■MUDd. on SL Maiys (llv«r. 

In 1970, the SlatBs c; Georgia and Florida agreed to 
extend their common boundary into the Atlantic. The 
provisions of the agreement ccdl for a line beginning 
ct a J om: 37 hiik:; fa lu.k is 1/100 of a chain, which 
is 66 ieeO north of Ellicott's mound. Thence ttte bound- 
ary continues down the center of the river to the ocean, 
thence along the middle of the presently existing St. 
Marys entrance navigation channel to the point of 
taitereeellon wltfi a hypoflietleed line connecting the 
serrA-.-ird pxtrernitins c' thn jpttips now protecting the 
choiiacl, tiic'iiL-e 1;. coniinuauorj to a control point 
Oai aOMaMS.e" N.. long 8r24'15.9" W.); and thence 
due east to the line as now or hereaiter fixed by 
Congress as the seowoid limit of Georgia and Fkxfda; 
such boundary was to be extended on the same true 

i'n: c-::[iiM oJ otftcul docuoa«nl«. r«d«ral and SlAt*. raUttng to ihia 
bouDdarr. ol dalM Iroia 17BS lo 1646, m 0 S Congrm (IBUl. « book 
•i MW thin en pagaa; alio M tlw raooria fai iha aMea at dM tw a 
Mfy al SiaM «i Oaeiqi*, Cnnwyaf Gaowal Dapartpm. 
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90" bearing bo iar as a need for further delineation 

may arise. The boundary was approved by Covigz^zs 
on October 22, 1970. Congress instructed the Secre- 
tory of Cbnuneree to survey and properly mark the 

line hy 3i:l*ab!e monurr.er.ts. and a!so so nr.irh of the 
interior boundary ua is uo;.3.dorod noccssory by the 
two States <B4 Slot 1094). 

The rBierence to the boundary following the west 
bank of the Chatlahoodiee is erroneous. The Georgia 
Supreme Court. In 1933, ;ii'jtcd tr.at iho L-oundary be- 
tvireen Georgia and Florida iollows the middle ol the 
river Southeastern Reporter, 1930, v. 1S4. p. 2SS>. The 
court cited the treaties of 1783. behvecn ;he Unlti^d 
States and Great Brilain. and of 1795 between the 
United States and Spoin. whldt fixed 8ie NoUenol 
Boundary. 

In 1872 Conq:eK3 passc-d an act lo confirm the titles 
to land "between the Une run by Georgia, known as 
the Watson line, and the Onr and Whitner line, ee- 
tablished as the litie boundary between the said 
States" (l^arshall, 1910, p. 17C;. 

The line between Georgia and Alabama was lixed 
by tlie act of cesston from Georgia lo the United 
Stotes in 1802. (See p. 100.) In 1822-25 Georgia, de- 
siring to have the line run irom the Chattahoochee to 
flie p^l where It strikes tlie Tennessee Une, appointed 
commissioners for 'hat purp'Csc and requests"! the 
cooperation ol Aioixiinu uiid '.jie Ujuted Stales; the 
latter, however, took no action. 

It had been ascertained by actual survey in running 
the random line that the first great bend in the river 
next above the mouth of the Uchee, from which a i:qhi 
line would run to Nickajack without touching the river, 
was the Big Shood or Milhrs Bend, and this the oom- 
missioners on the part of Georgia ccntcnd.id was the 
bend at which the line should begin (Georgia Laws, 
1826. p. 209). 

In this contention the .-TQiTiinissioners from Ahibarna 
refused to concur; consequently in 1626 the line was 
run front Nf ckalack to ^fillers Bend by the Georgia com- 
missioners alone. Alabama protested against this line 
and made repealed eKorts to reopen neqoiiat;ous con- 
cerning it, to all of which Georgia steadily refused to 
accede, xintll iinally. January 24, 1840, the Legiskiture 
of Alabama passed the following jolnl resolution: 

ffcm/rrrf. Tlial ttl« S*al« of Alabama wilt and do hereby, accept aa 
tba inia dividing liaa balweaa tlila StaM and that oi Goofvto. ttw lina 
wlileh waa tun and narkad col fay Mi* cowwi tiil q e a r i ol Gaatqia in 
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1«M. fa«q<iiBlQ4 M what l« ctlM MHlMa Bwid. on Iha QwHthoodise 

River: thenc* along tai-i rr-ii'tcd !ir.r> Ir,. tll-i.yn-'c 

The line is described in the Code of Aloixima (1B76. 
p>. 189) In Aw iollowlng words: 

Tha bound«ry lino botween AUbamA ir.d C;'j-r,i3 ^:mI:lcn-t^^ 
ihe wosl side c( 'he Chaltahoocheo Hlvet ar ihe polnl where it 
en!ers the Stale c! FIcrida; Ijom thence up Ihe river, along the weelern 
branch iheioc!. lo lb« pdiit on MUivra Band ama ibvn lh» plM* 
where Ihe Uche« Ciaale MnpHM into Midi ifWH; lliMic* III « dHract 
Une to NIckafack. 

The description of the western boundary ol Georgia 
follows: (Idnea. 1876, p. 121) 

TrcTi 'li kaiack the line belween Georgia ar>d Alabama nins south 
9'3i. oaai In Millers Bend, on Ihe Chattahoochee River, about U6 
miles. Thence down ihe we*lern bank ol the river at high-water mark 
lo its junrllcMi with Flint Hiver. at a point now lour chains below the 
actual lunclion. latitude 30'42'<2". longitude 80*53' 15"- The average 
diiMlon of Ihli Une is about (oulh 6* MM, md distaac* about ISO 

The U.S. Supreme Court {13 How-ird 381 and 23 
Howard 505; see also 260 U.S. 628) decreed regarding 
the river boundary between Georgkx and Alabama thot 

Ths bgondwr ibw tm» up ihe river m and aloiig IM western 
bank * * * tb* waHir llna hnpresaed upon Ih* bank alwire the slope 
is the line * * * Beth bank and bed are lo be «8C»riij::e- J 1 y Insjiec- 
(ion. and the line is where the action ci the water has p«iniiiner.lly 
marked Itsell upon the ml ' ' ' 

We must relecl. alte-jo hnr, the aiismpt lo trace the line by either 
ordinary \---^- w> m: . r . w water. These terms are only precii-ablo 
cl (hose parts oi rivers wllhln Ihe ebb ar»d How ol Ihe tides. * ' * The 
p«'manenl last land bank is referred lo as governing the Une. Artd 
wtian tha hank la lairiy markvd by Iha walar, tlial walar laval will 
■how M an plaeaa wliara Iha Una it. 

FLORIDA 

Horida was originally settled by Ihe Spaniards and 
was held os a Spanish Ptovfaioe for nearly 200 

In 1763 it '.s'rri crGc'tHi' by Spain to Greni Britain, which 
divided it into the two Provinces of East Florida and 
West Florida, aeponrted by fhe Apcdachloolo River. 
East Florida had the scrr.e narthem boundary as the 
present State (llg. 22), and W&st Florida at first had 
a northern boundary on the 31^'' r unllel. but in 1764 
the Province was extended northward to Ihe poralled 
through the mouth of Yassous River (now the Yazoo), 
sold to be in lot 32'*28' N (Lowsry and McC-aidle, 1891, 
p. 108; Donaldson. 1884, p. 108). Geologiocd Survey 
mope show an old moulh of the Yazoo In Tat 32*22' N. 

Tlie f:e>nce Irtrrity concluded in 1782 between 'he 
United States and Great Britain specified the 31st par- 



allel as the boundary between the Unlf&d States ar.ci 
West f'lorida, but by a separate article provided as 
fallows <Ma»oy, 19ia 1. p. 56«: 

h to baraby mdaMtoed and aviwd dut te cm* GieM Biltola« at 
tha eonduBlen of the praaani war, (hall raeower at ba ptil la paaaaa- 
slon of Weal Florida, the line oi rvorth boundary between tha aald 
province and the United State* shell be a Una drawn bam Um wMlIk 
o< the river Yassous. where It vaUn wUk lt» Mtaatadppli diM «ast 
to Ihe rivet Apa l a chlc oU. 

In 1783 Gi«al Britain relroceded Florida to Spain 

without a definite settlemer.t of Iho northern bour.dary 
of West Florida, which at once became a mailer of 
dispute between ttui United States and Spain. Spain 
claimed the territory as far north as the parallel 
through the mouth ol the Yassous; the United Stcites 
claimed the 31st parallel as the boundary under "ho 
treaties oi 1782 and 1763, and on that parallel it was 
fixed by the treaty with Spain sloned Oetobn 27, 1795. 
(Chambors, I39e Fairbanks, 1871, p. 209; fuller, 1906. 
See also 13 Howard 406.) 

Not only woe ttu» norttkem boundary of West Florida 
in dispute, but after the Louisiana purchase f f 1803 
the United Slates claimed the entire area east to the 
Perdldo River. (See p. 24.) The act of Febrooiy 12, 
1E13 (3 Stn' L 472) nutho.-izsd the President to occupy 
tl-jat area and appropriate S20,G00 ior carrying the act 
into effect. 

Although the Spanish treaty concluded February 22. 
1819, was not In full effect until February 22, 1021 foe« 

p. 27), Congress, by act of March 3, 1819 (Stat. L 523\ 
authorized the President to take ix>ssession of the 
Floridas and to eatabllah o temporary government 

therein. 

By an act approved March 30, 1822 G Stat. L 654). 
the territory east oi the MlsslsBippl Rhrer ceded to Ihv 

United States by Spain was mnde the Terrilory of 
Florida, embracing the somo area as the present State. 
On Mardi 3, 184b, Horida was admitted to the Union 
as an independent State (S Stat. L 742). 

For a hislory of the northern boundary of Florida, see 
Geongta pages lOSS, 108. 

In 1831 CongiBBB passed an act relating to th« 
boundary between Florida and Alabama (4 Stat L. 
479?', from which the following is an extract: 

Thai Iha PlMidanl tA Am United Stales ba, and h« ia banby. la/boi^ 
land lo eaiiaa to ba mn and narkad Qw beundacy Una batwaia Ow 
slaM ol AtabuM and Oie tanHwy «l FlMtda, by IIm «inwy«HHiaa«nl 
ol Alabama and Florida, «n id* thiny-AnI daqraa of nordi laHtadv. 

In 1847 the agrecrr.eiil of corninissior.crs provicusly 
appointed by Florida and Alabama was raliiied, and 
ihe line is described as foUovrs (Flortda Acts and 

Resolutions, 1848, 3d sess., p. 36, T-illnhassee): 

Cominenclni; on Ihe Chattahoochee River near a place known as 
"Irwin's Mills" and running west to Ihe Perdldo. marked throiaqliout 
by blaios on the Irees: and also by mounds oi earth thrown UP Ml 
Ihe line, at dislaiMres ol I mile, more or lass. Irom each oQiac. 

oaoBunly luown aa iha "mound Una." or "Blieoii'a Una." 



.i^.o uy Google 



This Itaw iras nin In 1799 by Andrew Ellloott. T( wen 

retraced and re-marked in 1853-5'1 by R F V/hitner, 
Jr., and again retraced in 1911, by authority ot on act 
of OmiqmM 06 Stat L 8M} approved Iinw 25, 1910. 
Th(^ pxaminisr in 1911 leportad (OS. Ctong., 1911. p^ 

19} that 

Mur of ih* MMindb w«ci*d by Whltnw Ht tewMUMMni Hm SUcatt 
Haa ue In partoet eancbUM snd iha baai avWanc* tMidning oi 
Um eilglaal aiuvaya ki Am vieliilly. 

tbm Une between fiw two States Is given in general 
terns In the Florida Code as follows: 

OalDiDandim •! iha mouth c! tho Pstdido River, (torn thenco up the 
mlddl* ol asld rtrw to vriiera It intaraacta Iha aoulh boundary line ci 
ill* Sttt* at Akl>HU anji llw tbirtr-fini dagiva of north laiituda; Ifaan 
dua aaM lo dia Cfaallahoochaa lUvvr. 

In 1953, the Slates oi Florida and Alabama agreed to 
deiine their boundoiy at (he mouth ol the Perdido River 
ond extend it seawcffd Into the Gulf of M«tieo as per- 
mitted by the Submerged Lnnds Act. T;ig oc r:!;. act pro- 
vided that the lx>undary should pass through a control 
point at lot 30"16'53" N., long 87»3r06" W. Rom 
this point it runs due north to 30''17'02" N., and due 
south to a point 1000 feet itom the control point. From 
the north end of this line, tite boundary extends up the 
river in a stroi'Tht lino to a point at lot SO'ie'DC" N., 
long 87 27 '08" W., and from there to a point on the 
centerllne ol the Intracoastal Canal at Ic ng 67 27'GO" 
W. The seaward tioundary extends S. O'Ol'OO" W. 
from the point at the south end of the line through the 
( ori'iLl point to the seaward Iimli of each respective 
State. 

Cbngrsss approved ftis agresmenl on May 6, 1954 
(68 Stat 77). 



MISSISSIPPI 

By an act approved AprU 7, 1798 (1 Stat. 549), Con- 
gress outfiorized the eetdbltshment o( Mississippi Terri- 
tory, the boundaries of which were thus described: 

All thai irai-t v( country tounde-d on llie west by the MUslssippi. 
on th» nonK by a l:n« tc bo drswn due eaat It;in th» Yasous fnowr 
called tlie Ytxoc] la -ho Cbataliouctwai oo Iha aut by tlie Otala- 
houdiaa; and on il.a snuih by tha l|iMy4iiat dagraa of n:>rh lAtllude. 

But as iurisdicUon over this area was claimed by 
Georgio, the act provided for the appoinlmeni of com- 
missioners to d9tt>:mine and adjust Georgia's claims, 
which were "declared to be as iiim and available as if 
tills o<:t had never been mode." 

Georgia c&-dyd i:?. rights in th:.? area fo the L'nitrii 
States in 1802. (See p. 100.) South Carolina having 
also ceded to the United Stoles its doims to territory 
west of its present lirr, i'=, th^ General Government in 
1804, by an act oi Congress (2 Stat. L 305), annexed 
to the Misslsslpid TenUory the tract of country lying 
north of the Tecrltory and south of Tsnnsesee and 
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boundtod on the east by Georgia and on the west by 
Louisiana. 

In 1812 the United Slates added to Mms^sisi^r; Tarri- 
tory all the lands lying east oi the Pearl River, west oi 
the Pmdido, and south of ttie 31st degree of latitude 
(2 Stat. L 734). The United States claimod this area 
as part oi the Louisiana PurdKise but had acquiesced 
In Its temporary occupancy by Spain. Br prodamalian 
dated October 27, 1810, the President declared Ihctt 
possession should be taken on behalf of the United 
Stales and directed the Governor ;-f Oileaiia Territory 
to assume control of it. (Thorpe, 1909, v. 3, p. 1375.) 

By these additions the Mississippi Teirltory was 
made to comprise what Is now included In Aktboma 
and Mississippi. 

On December 10, 1817, the western part of the Mis- 
liiaaipf i Toritcry waii iri'irdo a Stale and ndmitfpd into 
the Union, by resolution oi Decemi^er 10, 1817 (3 SUit. 
L 472); its boundortos were (see fig. 24) given in the 
enabJliiq act of March 1, 1817, as iollows": 

BaginniDQ on ha tlvar Miaaiialppt al ilia poliit whara tha aoadiam 
boundary of llw Slaia oi TamiMsaoa sMkaa itw wutit. IfaMM aMl 
alonq Iha aiM boundary Ibia to llw Tkmieiaao rf*ar, thanea vp the 
a*m* to llw Mouili oi Batf Oaak, tbaiica fay • <btaet Una ia <he 
nmhwail eormr «f tl» eeuidy el Wathlnqion. Ihanea doa aoulh to 
Iha Gull el Maxko. Ihanea waatwardly. indudlnij all Iha lalandi wHhIn 
»lx leioues o( ihe shore, lo \'m most eutem junnlon of Pe*rl river 
■with Lake Bcrjne. '.hence up said river to the thIOy-lirsI deqrae ol 
north latitude, ihence west «lon'} said de<;ree ol Uttiuda 10 Iha 
Miswaiippi nvei,- iheno* up the same to the baqionin?. 

A more detailed description of the boundaries of 

Mississippi is given in Ar licit; 2 Section 3 of the Mis- 
sissippi ConstituUon as published in the Mississippi 
Code of 1972: 

The tlmils and boundaries of (he state I'iv.r. .-.v..T.yi'. .im n-. in'/a-v. :: 
to wit; Boijinnlnij on the Mississippi river (moaning ihtiiscy iI.b corjler 
said nvor or thread ol the siroam) where the soulHem boundary 
iino oi the aiaia of Taowanaa atrtlce* ihe aama. as v:n t y B A. 
Ludlow. Dl W. CaDnally. and W. Pairla, eonuBlaileiiars ^ypi -t J fcr 
thai purpoi* on Oa pul ci iIm alala of MlailHlppl. A. D.. 1837. and 
J. D. Gnlum and Aurtn Millar, eonmlMlonani appoknlad ier thai 
pwpcaa ca Aa imi ol iba ataia of Twinaaiai fh an c a etat alanff Sia 
aald beundaiy llna «( ttio alala of T» « na a »a » i» a petd on tha waai 
faaak ei Sm Tmnaaaaa <tvwt. «is four'pola dialns aeiiSi of and abcMw 
tha iBQuIh o( YaUew eraak; Oiance up iha aald rivar lo tha meulh of 
Bear Creek: ihence by a dliecl line to wha( was fcrmorly the 
nor"hwes1 corner of the county of Washln^ion. Alabama; thon.-e on 
a djr*>::t Un« to a pC'inf Ian miLos easi c-i the Pascaq^u^a river on the 
Gull c! Mcxi'-D, thence weslwerdly, mciuding »U Ih* IsUikU within 

six l««<]uM of tha ahora. lo ttta moat tiaiwii tuneileB e( iha had 
«SSMlL4t. 
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ttw «>lih UtM SetVMs Nmn Mid PMiI rivtr to th* iMrty-ibat 
dagtM cf flotlh laiiiuda: Hhan wa«| tloaq stld *t9tm el telitiids to 
iIm nlddto er duMd of dis mimb el liw Kl|«m>lipp> iIwm: fhanes up 
Aw middle of Ihe MnlMlppk rtver, or diiMd ol the Mmha, to lb* 
pUee ci beqlnnlnq. Including oil laUadi lylaq ean el llw ihiMd cf 
tho itroAin cJ Mid liver, and also inctudlDq ill lands which wera at 
any lime hetoColocv a pail ol th« >lato. 

For further Infonnatlon eoncetning ihe «o»tem bound- 
ary, see Alabama, page 109. 

In 1819 the line betntwen Mississippi and Tennessee 
was run by eonunlMioners. In 1833 the Leqtslature of 

Tennessee passed an ael (Laws of Tennesr^oe, 1933. p. 
52) defining the 30u:h boundary as this Ur.c rur. m 183C 
by John Thompson, commissioner acting for Tennessee, 
but MlMisalppl refused lo accept the line as thus 
nicnrked.** In 1837 dw line was again run by oommls- 
cicncTG f.'oin iv/c Stales and ratified by the legislatures. 
The commissioneis' report was as follows (Tennessee 
laws. 1837. p. 27): 

Ccmnienclng at a point cn the wesi bank of the Tennessee rivor 
tix (our pola chains scuth. or above ihe mouth ot Yellow Creak, and 
about thieo-quartora ol a milo i^orth o( the lino known as "ThDmpeon'a 
line." and Iwanly six chain* and Ian lini? r.crth ol Thompson's line 



at Ihe bials aaridtm ef lfa« CU^aMW munmy, mi lamlnaltav «t • 
poini «o die M«l taeitk «l Die lOetiteW riwer toppeilte Oew MandS 

sixteen chain; n-r'h ef Thoojpscn'* line. 

By Joint resolutions (35 Stat. L 1160, 1161) approved 
January 28, 1909, Congrass authorized Mississippi and 
Louisiana and Mississippi a::d Arkansas to fix the river 
bo—'idaiy hncs be'.w&en Ihem and to cede the one to 
the other any tracts of land that had been separated 
from the main body of either State by changes in the 
channel of Mississippi River." 

The change in the locaticn of the nvor channel 
caused by the avulsion ol 1912-13 at Albemarle Bend 
(about IS miles north of Vlcksburg) was referred to the 
U.S. Supreme Cour!, which ruled that the boundar,- 
between the two States would remain as it was before 
the avulsion eocurrsd (283 U.&. 791). The river Is now 
(1975) considerably west of its former position. 

The U.S. Supreme (Dourt, in a decision doled Feb- 
ruary 26, 1974, ruled that an area known as luni: &:ti 
was formed by accretion resulting from a gradiaal 
westward movement of the Mississippi River, and was 
therefore a part of the State of Mississippi (415 U.S. 302). 

In the Mississippi State Code the river boundary is 
described as "fine Miuisslppl Rtver (meaning thereby 
flie center of sold rtver or thiwad of streain)." 

LOUISIANA 

The original territory of Louisiana was acquired from 
France. (See p. 23 and fig. 3.) In 1804 a portion of 



• See Um el TenmeMe (er 1133, 123^ «n4 RMehiUea 9 lei raderence 



»S>n>il«' auihority was granted to Mitaouri And Kanui and to Oregon 
•ad WMhlnirtmi ia 1«0 Stal. L HI; ••■ elte 211 U.6. tO end 214 

u.Sw ar). 




FIGURE 24.^Hl8torioal diagram of 
Mississippi. 
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tfite tanllory comprisinq pari of 1h« prassnt Slal« of 

LcjuiKiann and area south of 3!" N. ei'TSV.s'drr: 
to the Peidido, claimed by the United States as a pait 
of 1h» Louisiena PurehoM, wsB oiFQctnisBod into o XbrI* 
tory under the nomft of Orienns, rmd the rest of the 
Louisiana Purchase was named the District of Louisiana 
(2 Stat. 283). Thb naxne was changed to the Territory 
of !^.u;siann by rtcl of Mcrich 3 1S05 (2 Stct. 23\\ By 
act oi Cor-grcBs cf Apol 8, 1812 (2 Stat. 732), ailkK.-tiV*s 
April 30. the Tetn-o.-y of Orleans, except the area north 
and «aBt of Lake Ponldiartraiii, which was added by 
a later act, was admttled as a State under the name 
cf Louiaiano. ci:d by tr.e cri nl ]::::,- '5 tr.'P name 

of the Teiritoiy oi Louisiana was changed to Missouri 
Tenllory. (See Hq. 27.) In the some year the Itmlts of 
State were enlarged on the southeast to their pres- 
ent extent (2 Slat. 708). The United States claim to the 
ana belwwnrt fb» Sabtne and flw Mlsslsslpiri was nol 
recognized by Srain u?.tll 1919. 

The act approved March 26, 1804, (2 Stat. 283) defines 
the Tsnilory of Orleans as 

all thai potlian ci country. rodoH by rrano9 lo th? United SMm VOdar 
ih» iMiii* oi Loui«iMM. wtiicti llM aeuth o4 tb« Mitaiwlppi MRHpiy, 
Md of an MM Md WM Una 1q caanaMK* an A* MtaclMifvl tHMt. 
•I Ihe liiiilr4lilfd da^fM «| mrdt lalltud*. and lo Ml*nd wati lo Iha 
WMMm faotwdarr of Mm Mid eaaalen, (hill eenalthjle a TcRtlary d 
ttm United Spates, undsr th* name ol iho leriitory of Otleans. 

Hie tollowin^ douse from (he act admilttna Louisiana 
cn a Slate deflnsA Ms original boundaries: 

* ' * taeloBiiiq ail iha neulh M dia ri«ar Sabtna; tttagca fair a llna to 
be dnwn aknq the mlddla ol «aid dvar. lodudliiq all latanda, t» Iha 
thirty ■aktind daqraa oi lallliida; tbenea dua nedli. to Iha neriham. 
mett part at <lie Ihirty-lltlrd daqraa ei north Untude; lh?nc« aJonq the 
aald parallel d latliudn to fh» riv»r Mi»«i»ilf>rt: (h«nce down the «aid 
Tlver to the uvi-t hor .-. r and from Ihenc* along the mlddl» oi the 
said river and Ukt^s .'/.^ jn -. .-9 and Ponichartrain lo lh« Gull oi Monko: 

thence, boundfrl ! , v r i j lo Iho piaca of bagUHiingi. Mclttding 

aH islands wii,>'.in U:imr .oe^iuti^ ol the codEt. 

A cose was brought in the Supreme Court by Texas 
against Louisiana to establish the location of the bound- 
ary in the Sabine River. The Court odopted ths report 
of the Special Master, who recommended fhot tiw 
bour-d'Ory is the cjcographlc middle af rhe river and thai 
Louisiana held all islands in the eastern half oi the 
river and those that have existed In the western half 
since 1812 (410 U.S. 702). 

The Court then held that the United Stales "should 
b* taquestod to present ony ckdms It may have to 
CBXy cl the islands in the western half of the Sabine 

* * *" Subsequently Louisiana moved to enlarge the 
referenoe of the Special Master to indtade the estab- 
lishment of Louisiana's lateral boundary with Texas in 
the Gulf oi Mexico. The United States recommended 
enlargemsnt oi ths Special Master's reference to in- 
clude Ihe extension of that boundary to the seaward 
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limit of Texas' 9-mUe gront under Ihe Sulxnerged Lands 
Act. The case Is to be argued in the Oic1(^)er term of 
the Supreme Court in 157S. Inioimonon on the past 
actions in the case and the position oi the United States 
is set forth In fite pretrial brief presented by the Depart- 
ment of Justice in May 1974. 

The lijerville River is now known as Bayou Manchac. 
(See p. 23.) 

An act approved April 14, 1812 (2 StoL 7Q6). made 

the following addition to Louisiana: 

Peginiung «l ihe :iinciion ol 'he Ibervillo with tho rivet Mlselsaippl. 
ihenca alonq tba middle nf tha ttivrvi))*. ha liver Amtle. and ci the 
laltaa Maorapai and PontchartraiB. 10 iha aaiiem nouth of ihe Pearl 
iUvarj ihanea up Iha aaMara bMadb af Faerl Rl*«r t» the ihiny litat 
dagiaa ci nami lalSuda; Ibanea akaq Iha aakd daqna el iaUluda 10 
Sia liver Mlailnlppb lhanca down flia (aid rtvar l» dw plaea ol 
be'ilnnln^. shall b<>--o?np and lotm a pari oi th« Stale oi Louisiana. 

This chanoe in Ibe boundary, whereby an area of 
more than S.OOO sc(uare miles was added to tfw State. 

req..iro.d a:?ccp;ancQ by the Isgffllalure befoi* It be- 
came effective. (See fig. 25.) 

The question has often been asked why the State 
boundary as fixed by the ol-. of April 8, 18'.2, was r.oi 
made to include the area added a lew days later. When 
the enabling ael of February 20. 1611, was under con- 
sideration, it '"vas prof OLjt'Q i:> inc'ude in the new S'alo 
all or part oi West Florida as described in the treaty 
ol 1763 between ^Mdn and Great Britain, but Iwoause 
of numerous objections fh:s aroc was purposely 
omitted. The matter was brought up in the constitu- 
tional convention of lonuory 1812, when it was again 
proposed to include the West Florida area east lo the 
Perdido River, but the proposition was voted down, 
presumably because the enlarged area would include 
too many Anglo-American inhabitants. Ihe obiectois 
being largely among Sie Qrecles of Louisiono fOox, 
1913 r. S-te 599, 601, 604). 

A lew doys later, however, the convention sent a 
memoriod lo Cbn^ress asking tfiat the West Florida 
area, west cf the Peorl Piver, be a* onre mode a fiort 
of ttie proposed State. This reciuest was refused, as it 
was deemed best lo provide for the clrange In a sepa- 
rate bill. The principal reasons for this action were 
that it gave the people of the new State an opportunity 
for accepting or refusing Ihe addition as they saw fit 
and although the United Stoles was In actual possee- 
sion of Ihe area. Ihe title was bi dlapule and oooording 
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lo the presidenUal proclamation of October 27, 1810, 
W08 suiaifect to "amlooible neoolkriton." ■* 

Tho water boundary between Mississippi and Louis- 
iana south oi the Peoil River is thus described (202 
U^. 58; see olao 202 U.S. ly. 

* * ' Itw deap watar chMUMl MHinq Jin* Miarqlnii fTom th» moci 
MilMn mouth ef P»kr1 Rivtr Inle L«k« BoiqM and siiondinq ihrouoh 
the norlheast corner oi Lake Bonjne, north ci Half Mocn a GranJ 
I>l«nd, i.-.onc-p nnst aod «oulh thisuqh }4ui»3slfipt Sound, ihtougb 
Sou:K Pas* bwtwwn Cil Maud «iid ■ Pitn, l» Ih* Gult «f 
Mexico. • • 

Th» north boundary of Ihe TsRitory of Orlsans (now 

the Slate of Louisiana) was surveyed in 1806, presum- 
ably alonq tiie 33d parallel, from the west bank of the 
MlBsisslppi River to the east bank of Ihe Red River, 
a reported distance of 147 miles 49 chains. Most of 
the marks were blazed trees. This location of the line 
was accepted in 1841 as the Stole boundary. Fiyrn 
mile 101 lo the Red River this line -was resurveyed and 
re-morksd In 1841. Other parts of the line have been 
resurveyed as part of the regular work of ^h'^ G^ r-.or-jl 
Land Office. West of Ihe Red River Ihe line was sui> 
veyed In 1839. The westam 6 mile* was resurveyed in 
1895. and a slone post 48 inches long and 10 inches 
square was placed on the Texas line to mark the north- 
west oomer of Ihe Stale. 



" Tor i»t*r«aen le CengrM*ioriaJ debal«> on this lubiecl. M» 
d ConsrcH" <Pllb. in 18S3). Jlth Cong., 3d mu.. p. 48&. 12th 

MM.. ». 1. p. m-m. 2, pv i)as-i2n>. 



The Geol.iqlccd Survey has located points on this line 
as follows; Near east end of line, laf aa'AO'lS-S" N., 
long 9!°13'21.2" W.; near Arkana, lot 33"01'll.tr' N., 
lon9 93°40'24.7" W.; 1 ' i-. miles east of tho northwest 
CQRMr of the Slate, lot 33»0r09.7" N., long 94*01' 18.6" 
W. For rsfsranoe to the survey of ttn west boondanr. 
see Tsixas, peoe 

ALABAMA 

On March 3, 1817, by an act of Congress, Alabama 
Territory was formed from the eastern part of Missis- 
sippi Tenitory. Alabama was admitlfei iti^o -.iio Union 
by resolution dated December 14, 1819. The enabling 
act oi March 2. 1819 (3 Stat. L 490). describes the 
boundaries as follows: 

* * * iMglnidiig at llw peMt whwa Ih* Ua* of Oitrlr^nt dwa*«« 
M neitb itIMwd* IiUmmcI* ib» Fltididft rtwr; diMm «nl la Om 
WMIMM teundary iino jI tfi« turn «f Osgiela; llwse* «)m9 sbU Um 
to the Muthern boundary of lit* aiiato ol IViMwaM; ttooe* wwl 

•long a«Ld boundary hr.e to Ihp TnnnMsw river." ihonco up Ihe Mm« 
lo th» mouTh ci Boar rre«?tr "hpnco by a direct [ine (a Ih* nonhw«^ 
roinor :;l '.V'a.ihin j'on cuunty; rh»nce dje south to ihe Gull of Mexico; 
thcnri.- Miiwarrlly m.-iuditifl all ths Islands within sU luaijua* oi th» 
ahcre. I.;:, ll'.o I I) ■ .V I t' r. i.p tho »am« tci ;ho faaglmilitg. 

Section 3 of the enabling act provided that 
u alMPuM b* ih* dtttjr oi ih« tnrmfvt ct the landi a< tho United State's 
•emK ei llw aiato tl Tmhmmm. Mid dw wrvayer el tli« pubiie imdm 
in III* Ahtwim Makinty, lo ran and cut «aa IIm line el dmaaieMoa, 
IwlwMn lb* atai* of Miwlaaliipl and 0— alal* la h& leimad el Hm 
Alabama larritory: and II U iheuM anpaat la Mid nmrayom, that ae 
aiueb of said lino di.-iiignated in tha praeading section. iunniiii| du* 
■oulh, Iroin ilie north west corner of WMhingloi; county >o lh» Gull 
ol MeK;."-.'. will er^rroaTh on the rountios d( Wayne, Grvcn. or Jacks-on, 
in said statn of Mt!;sU:;ippi. then the sAme shall be so altered as to run 
in a direv-1 Uno !rom the noclh wen! .:ri..-: .1 Washlrvj'on r<y.iniy to 
A poii;! on the GuLi ol Msxkco, tea miles east ol Ih* mouib ot th* riv«r 
Paacagola. 

* Tka wMMrn ci a nlw g «< Aa Tat 




FIGURE 25.— Htstoricol diagram of 
Louisiana. 
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Tlurt part of flio Alctbamo-MlBsissippi boundary 

from the mouth of B.xir Crook, on tho To.nr.eKsee River, 
southerly to the northwest corner of what was then 
Washington Oounly, Ala, was survsysd fay Janiw W. 
Exum. US. deputy surveyor, in 1820 under the direc- 
lior. c< John Cohea and Thomas Freeman. The field 
notes G!:d ptats ol this survey, which were approved 
by John Coflee on October 12, 1820. are filed in the 
Rscofds of the General Land Office, now in the custijd/ 
of the National Archives and Records Service. A trial 
line was lun northerly from the stump of an oak tree 
20 feet toll which marked ftie corner of the county. The 
true bearing of this pari of Iho bov:r.da:y wcis fo\;nd 
to be N. Z^OS' £. The iinal line was run on that course, 
cttid poets unro eete^lished at each mile, the meos- 
ured distance being 204 rriilcs 33 chains. 

The part of the boundary between the line described 
above and the Gulf ol Mexico was also surveyed in 
1820 under the direction of ThomOM Fkeemon.'* From 
this survey it was found that 

^ MOMtfoMDUl Una t mm ti An i «n Hi* CtaoilM ol Wayiw. OMm 
•Bd JadMOn In Uw Stoi* d llMHlpiii C ' * * tilta on &• <iuli «I 
MhIco ite nOn. 82 dMbw S S4 Ibik* EM of «• Moolh oi «lw rtwwr 
or Bay d RtMaqolft * * * w» h«v« daMmlnad lo «1i«t Mid \ino lo 
• polnl en th* CSuU et MonUro thr»e mllM. S7 chains & 46 Unki East 
ol the experliDenlal line. * ' " v.-hi-h v.'ili i:p i-n iniio-. »aBl oi the 
mouth of th« tivor or Bay oi Pascagnia, and thore lix penouieolly 
i>is tormination g( (he bouiidarr Um bMtmm Iha BtaM* at MlwlwlnTt 
& Abihoma. 

The fined line was nin and marked as above de»- 

cribed for a distance of a !i:llp more \hcir. 1Q2 miles, t^nd 
a termioal mound was established about 3 miles from 
flie GoU, furttier progress being prevented lay swennps. 
The entire line was cleared, all nearby tree.'; were 
blazed, posts ware set ot each mile, and at imporiont 
points mounds of earth 12 feel at fiie base and 5 feet 
high were erected. 

The bouiKiary between Alabama and Mississippi is 
described as fbllowe (Whitefieid, 1906, p. 244): 

[BsqfMiIng stl ■ pdnt on lh« wul bank ef the Thuhmm* tlntm, 
whc fem-pola chains south ol and above the moufh ef Yallew enak; 

Ihotx-e up the Mi l riv.-r f'.n rrnMt-- -f p^i.^r ;r>ekr thenc* by a 
dirorl !ln» to what was icimetly Ibc ncithwcat comsr ol the county 
ci Wathingtnn. (Ala ): 'hence In a direct lino to • petitt tm M]ln Mai 
c4 ttm Poacaqouia rivet, on the GuU oi Maxk»: 

The boaitdory between Alcdxnna and Tennessee is 

by statute the 35th para'.lel of ncr-.}i loUiude (see North 
Carolina p- 97); from Nickojack (see Georgia, p. 103) 
tiie line runs (Keys and Wood. 1877, p. 189) 

weal almnq tht .■ : -n ; anciary line cl the slate o! Tennessee 
crossing the Ttrnu :.: ci rivnr and on to »^-ond inters«c!ion cf said 
rtvor by said line 

In October, 1807, Thomas Freeman made sextant 
observations for lotltude o short distance east of flie 

" Sm unpuj^Utbed report hf lohn Cotiee ai>d Thomu FtaemArt, d^lad 
May 29. 1820. and bald noMa en ilia isi «lia nescds el tha Oananl Land 
0«M. 



109 

eouMwftr UNKS or the arA-rcs 



□k River, near long 87° W. He marked a point which 
he estimated was on the 35th parallel, the north bound* 
cry of the area then called the Mississippi Territory, 
ond rem the line between the Elk River and 4ie old 
Q-iorckoo iino, a distance oi ctbout 3D miles. In 1617 
the line wos extended westward to the Tennessee River 

0 measured distance of a little more than 71 M miles. 
Bctv.'iDon 1822 ar.d 1S39 this boundary lino v.-as r'.;n 
eastward as lor as the northwest comer of Georgia. 
The notes of dieee surveys ore In iha Aldbonaa field 
notebooks of fho Gonoral Land Offico. 

For liie history of tlie bouiidaiy between Alabama 
and Georgia, see Georgia, page 103; and for the history 

01 the boundary between Alabama and Florida see 
Florida, page 1 02. 

The northeast comer of Alabama, as now marked, is 
mote than a mile south of the 35lh parallel. The north 
boundary crosses Oie 3Sfli parallel near 

and at Ihs northwest corner ul the Slate it .-a ribo-.;l ha'.i 
a mile north oi its proper position as defined by sta- 
tute. The latttude and lanqltude of a number of points 
on the \vesterr; pirt of the north boundary are given 
in U.S. Geological Survey Bulletins 216. 276, 440, and 
SSI (Gannett, 1908. 1905; R. & Marshal], 1910, 1914X 

TENNESSEE 

Tennessee was onginally a part of North Carolina. 
Ja 1784 the Legislature of North Carolina passed an act 
of cession to the United States of lis western counties. 
Although the act wos soon ofterwcffd repealed, the 
people of Greene, Sullivan, and Washington Counties 
(now eastern Tennessee), believing themselves to be 
wifiiout proper govenmient and inadequately defended 
agrnnsl the Inrliarm. revolted in 1785 and procotxied 'o 
organize an indepeiKlent State to be called Franklin. 
A constitution was adopted, and o 90veinof and tt 
legislature were elected. It was planned fo Invito the 
inhabitants oi odioining areos now formincj ports oi 
Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
fir-.d Alabama to [oin the mcvement and thus create a 
large Stale; but the continued opposition of North 
Carolina finally prevailed, and in 1788 North Carolina 
oooln gained control. (Haywood, 1623, p. 142-175; Am. 
Hist. Rev., 1903, v. 8, p. 271-293.) 

North Carolines in i790 aqam passi>d an act coding 
her western lands to the United Stotes. The cession was 
accepted by act of Cangfress approved on April 2 of ftiat 
year, and ogoveromenl was provided for In "An act lor 
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Ihe qovemment of the tenllory of fhe United Slates 

scuth o! Ihe Ohio River" (1 Sicrt. L 123). The boundaries 
(iig. 21) described in Uw act oi cession are substantially 
Ihow of lb» Slote of T^iinma«9 at ttw ptmuA day. 
(Canoll. 1903. p. 240-243: Slaunlon. IBSO. p. 211-220: 
Shannon, 1917, v. 1, p. 33-62.) 

TannsaSM was rrdnr.fed lo the Union as a State by 
act approved June 1. 1795. The act oi admission de- 
fiiwd It as "the whole of the territory ceded to the 
lAilled SlotM by Ow State of North Carolina" <1 Stat. 
L4m 

For Ihe history ot the easlsTn boundary, see NorOi 

Coroiina, page 98; for the souihem bcundary, soa 
Georgia, pages 101, 102; Alabama, page 109: and Mis- 
sissippi, page 105. 

The middle of the f.^issisaippi River became the west- 
ern boundary of this area by the treaty ol peace of 
1783. 

Virginia and North Carolina, prior to the creation oi 
ftie States of Kentucky and Tennessee, appointed com- 
missioners — Messrs. Walker and Henderson - -lo run 
and mark their common boundary on the parallel of lot 
36*30^ N. fVom a point on Oie lop of the Qunberkmd 
Mountains, now 'h^ southeast corner of Kentucky, 
Walker ran and marked the line to a point on the 
Tennessee Rhrer. This Une, called Walker's line, was 
regarded for mcmy yc^rs as the dividing line between 
Kentucky a:\d TG:i:ie:inee. it has since iaeen ascertained, 
howevei. iti::i Wnlker's ll»e was about 3 minutes 
OMth oi lat 36°30' N. 

The Indian Htle to &ie land west of the Tennessee 
R:vcr bair.v oxli.iLjuishdd by the treaty of 1819, the 
Legislature of Kentucky appointed Robert Alexander 
and Luke Munsetl to ascertain die true point of lat 36* 
30' N. on the Micsicsippi and to run and mark a line 
east on that parallel, which was done as far east as 
the Tennessee (Canoll, 1903, p. 24l>-243). 

In 1S?0 rommissioner!' v.'Pre nr-prri-t'^d hy Kentucky 
and Tennessee to settle \ho boundary. Tneir report, 
ratified by Ihe Stales and approved by Congress May 
12« 1620. is in part as follows (Haywood. 1823, p, 485; 
Carroll, 1903. p. 240: 3 Stat L 6091 For xeinCBioe to 
tho IB2G survey of this line by TbtHnos J. MoMhews. 
see Henry. 1920. p. 177-184). 

Th* tin* of bmuxlajy and wptrallaii bMwsM Dw RsIm of KsD- 
hJdey anrf TmnsiaM thaV. he as fottowa. le wH; lite 1!n» run lif Uw 
Virginia eomni)»k>n»r!!. in Ihs yMn 1779 and 1780. conunontr eallad 
Walker s line, as Ihc une Is rrputed. untlerstocxl. and acled upon by 
Iho MlJ Ssalea. lhair lei^McUva cJlicen aod dtlzeiu. bom lh« aouth- 



easiein eooar «l Kwitucltr to (tie Tm i wumi tbinw wflb ml 
up Hid rivar lo Um pelal wImm lh» Dm d AlMM4«r «M MuMaU, 

run by ihom in 4m lul yMT iwdw the vMoMf cf W Ml «! A* 

legislature ol K»ntudcy enlittvd an sd lo mil dm bowtdaty ilm 

lit. V, ft* I. Miii sMt" ■•■nr; -hf. r.M'L- ai Ti.-nr.9«»ee. wew Of lha T»nne««e* 
itv»,'. «ppiGVi»d t'abiaiuy ihti iih, 1313. would Croat said tlvar: and 
Ihanca with the Mid Un« of Alaxandar anr: Munr-oll la Ihe Isiwlllllllin 
IhanKri on tha MisaUalpfti rivar, bakrw New Madrid. 

In 18SS-59 commissioners were appointed by Ksn- 

t\;cky and Te;i:iOSSM> to renin this line. Tlie report of 
the commission on the port of Tennessee, giving 
eoursee, bearings, and mllestenes erected can be found 
in the Sinte fstatutes (Thompson and Ste-qor, 1873, p. 
223-243). The report of the commission on ilw port of 
Ksntueky. including latitudes and a map of the line, 
was printed at Frankfurt by the Slate printer, in 1860, 
as a pamphlet of 98 octavo pages. Between Qimber- 
land Gap and the Tennessee River Ihe line ;s from j"« 
to 12 miles north of kit N. As a result oi this and 

other enors In the loooHon of its boundaries, Tennessee 
gained nhcu', 2 500 square miles of ter.'ilory that it 
would not have hod if the lines had been correctly 
loooled. 

The line was run from the Mlsslssipri oastv.Trrd to 
the TennesBfte, thence down that river lo a point at ap- 
proximate Ifii ;i6 40'45" N.. and thence eastward; it 
followed the old Walker line wherever identlfidble, and 
where no marks were known it was run lo points where 
the Walker line was reputed to be. At ihf= southv/^osl 
comer oi Virginia is an offset from the Walker line, 
which had been adopted for the Kentucky boundary, 
to the ron.[ lo.T.ise !ino aqresd on by Virginia and 
Tennessee in 1803. The line was continued to the 
nartiieasl comer of (he Stale and flmnoe about IVi 
miles southv/Gst to the North GoRollna line, a total dist- 
ance oi about 432 miles. 

There ore many on^les and oHsels in the line ea^i 
of the Tennessee River that can sooioely be atltlbuted 
to errors in surveying. It seems, however, that Ihe 
commissioners who first ran the line between Virqinm 
and Nodh Carolina (Ihe Byrd line) and the Tennessee 
north boundary (the Walker line) were ollawed to 
ch.nn ie 'he lines at 'heir discreiitm j rcvicod the com- 
missioners lor both Slates agreed; consequently they 
irni ftie line on an irregular eourse to aceommodale in- 
fluential inhabitants nlonrr th<? bcund-irv who desirsd 
to remain in one Stcic or tr.f? other, itoi a compre- 
hensive history of this line zeny Garrett, 1884.) 

By act of lanuary 28, 1901. Tennessee ceded the 
north half of the main street !n the old town of Bristol 
to Virginia. This cession wa?, ;:cce: ted by Vi.iglnla 
February 9. 1901. and approved by Congress March 
3. 1901. (31 Slot. L. 1465. See ISO U.S. 75 for tefsience 
lo this cession.) 

For a history oi Ihe boundary between Virginia and 
Tennessee, see Vliglnta. page 9S. 
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An excellent article by Park MorBhall on the bound- 
ary lines of Tennessee has been published by the State 
goological survey (Manhodl, 1918, p. 90-108}. 

Geographic po:^i[iji-.s on !he Tennessee-Virginia 
boundary have been determined by the U.S> Coast and 
G«odetie Siinray as fDUows:" 

A stone post 24 Inches long so': 20 itu-hes ;n 'he 
ground, on Holsfon Mountain a short distance north- 
west of Sutherland, ai krt S6*36'SI.2" N. and long 81* 
49'36.3" W. This sfnt:-- :e ver/ nonr the Slat© ling If 
not on it. The observer who located it stated: 

Di* ilwleh lubnllM vrJIh Dib rapett el Hi* MmBlMloBMa 
tM out lh« Slal* liM In 1859 shows an cKset d at<oul 1^'4 miles 
b*fw««n MM and this srdlion. Tho Iroo marks arv fcund on th9 
sliiighi lin« oast cf Ihe offset |..olnt hul are said nol lo be con- 
lin-jous: and blKrki; hairo N»en nit from some treM shf'win'J Ihe ago 
oi 1802 or 1803 and ►..•-vc h.-^n :rr;r.-<i-l f.-4i T-.-- ..n y l.n- .ii.«k«d 
throuqh Is that with this oHMt. Blocks wilH thvss erased marks c«Jl 

bo had in Rrtitel. la «m poMWMlHi d Mr. mUttm [ItMl. 

I b«v* fmind « aioiM poll on ibii lliw in llw valtoy «l Bswrar Dsn 
CMk. «boiit IM allM ■!»«• dt* vil]«g« dl Dimncin and dboot 2 
mOaa «hI «l this aUllea. I tmced Ihe KM* Item IbU (loM vnM 
to iha hlghM point ft w oi w i on tMiien IfounMla. wlttr* Ih* Mi* 
tlon la Mtablished. and found several frees marked by bcih commlB- 
denais (1802. or 1803. and easily rncoqnlzed at this date. The 

Uae e( 1802 cr 1BC3 is called the ''dUarr.d .-w' irrn ■h-' -r.rihr.-5 
el narking always thus . while the marks oi 1656 are always V 

In Brtslol, T«m..Va. kd 36'35'4IJ" N., lon« 82' 

10'41.6" V;.. -he S'nte line pOaMs 15 ImI south 61 the 
Baptist Church steeple. 
On a itdge about 5 miles w«st of Bristol lot 36*35' 

42.1" N., long 82'15'54.5" W. 

Alsout 3 miles nor& of Kingsporl, Tsnn., lot SS'SS' 
39.9" N.. long 82*35'3S.8" W. 

On Oinch Mounfrnn, nbr.uf mi'.OE coulhoast of FoIT' 
view, Va.. lot 36^35'37.3" N., lo:ur 92 ■49'49.4" W. 

On the crest of Powell Mountain, about 8 miles 
northpast cf SedoUo, Tson., lot 36"35'38.0" N.. long 

83'']0'32 3" W. 

About 3 miles south of Ewing, Va., lot 36°3S'50.50" 
M., lonsr 83*27'S2.6" W. 

The following positions ore on fhe T«niwsss*>Kisn* 
hicky boundary (1927 NJLD,): 

Nbw milss north of Onetda, Tenn., lot 36*35'51.e6" 

N Icng ?4''34'1G 02" VI. 

Boundary monument 48. along Byrdstown-Albony 
Itoad. lot 36*3^23.35" N.. long 85*07'06.45" W. 

Pounriary monumcr.t 27 D,5 milas south of Keysburg, 
lot 36'38'37.62" N.. long 87"'0l'0a20" W. 
Sterte-nne memimsnt 2 (known locally as Puclcsll 

Ro'_k) IS abou' 7 miles south of Hickrr.jn along E>yers- 
burg Road, at lat 36*'30'22.66" N., long 89° 15'26.52" W. 



«aaa m aj. it iar ravort al naMnSiBiii wlw taaurvafad llili Una 
to m-1. 
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BOUNDARV LtNCS OT THE STATES 

OHIO 



Kentucky" 

Kenlueley was Inchided In Ihe orlglnol limits of Vir- 
ginia ifig. ?.]) and wcTE a part cf Augusta County, which 
was formed in 1738. In 1769 Botetourt County was 
ersatsd from a portion of Auousta County; In 1772. 
Fincaslle from Botetourt; in 1776, Kenturky from Fin- 
castle. The boundaries of these counties are described 
by Henlng (1821. v. 9; 1822. v. 10). 

In 1789 Virginlo passed mr. ac'. giving consent that 
the district of Kentucky be iurmed into a new Slate. 
Accordingly, by on act of Congress approved February 
4. 1791. effective Jun» 1. 1792 (1 Slat. 1B9), Kentucky 
was admitted into the Union wllh substantially its pres- 
ent Koundarips 

The cession by Virginia to the United States of the 
territory noithwasi of ilis Ohio, In 1784, mode Iho 
north hnr.k cf thf:l river the dividing !ins. and con- 
sequently it become ih© north boundary of the State 
of Kontudey, th» sxiact line being fixed by Ihs low^ 
water stage of the riv&r (5 Wieo-.on 374). The western 
boundary, the middle of the Mississippi, was the line 
fixed by the treaty of peace in 1783. 

The Suiveme Cburt decided in 1820 (5 Wheaton 374), 
In a suit before It for the possession as a port of Ken- 
lucky of a tract cf land cn the nor'h side of the OhtO. 
which at high water become an island, that 

Kb land can ba eenaldafad an Idand uidaaa It la aiamuodad 
walar at all iSnai. Tha aana iiaet ol land eaa aal be aaoiallinaa In 
Kantadir and aoawUaiaa to IndMia. aoeordtoq lo Ifae rlaa and tail of 
Iha rivar. It must b« always in the one Slate or Ihe other. 

For o history of the boundary between Kentucky and 
Virginia and West Virginia, see Virginia, page 94; for 
Ihe boundary between Kentuclcy and Tennessee, see 
TnuMssee, page lIOi 

A pecTjlior aspect of the extreme southwest comer 
of Itenlucky is that owing to a double band in the 
Mitslsslppf River, an csea of about 10 squoie miles 

belonging to Kentucky cannot be reT-h??d from the 
rest of the State without passing through a part of 
Xfissourl or Tenneasse. 

OHIO 

Ohio was the first State formed from the original 
'Teriliory northwest of ihe River Ohio." The congres- 
sional enabling act, approved April 30. 1802 (2 Stat. 
L. 173), contained certain provisos y/iih which the con- 

>Tlia laoal iwaa fw Ols Swa U 'Ite Ca iai ar iawailBi al Kantu^." 
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sUtution ol the proposed State must comply. It seems 
evident, thereiore, that the constitution as iramed re- 
quJTQd ihe eqjprovol of Cooofess before ft beoomie effeo- 



The constitutional convention completed Its labors 
November 29, 1802; the constitution was refened to 
Congress and liisl constderod in ihe Senole in Jai>uory 
1803. Apporenlly it complied with the provisos of the 

o.':;ib*i;.g act. for under date of February 19. 1B03, an 
act was approved "to provide for the due execution ol 
Oie lows of tfw Untied Stales within Oie Slate of Ohio" 
(2 Stat. L 201). In this act, reference was made to the 
action oi the convention, thus virtually approving! the 
oonatitutim as submitted, although it provided for a 
change in the boundary described in the enabling act. 
Referring to the constitution as adopted, this act states, 
"whereby the said State became one of the United 
States of Ameaica." An act approved Feiaruary 21, 1806 
(2 Slat. L 350), appropriated money for the payment 
of .^.rrl-rneE of "h-? govorr.or, secretary, and ludges of the 
"late Territory" oi Ohio tiotn November 29, 1802, lo 
"Ihe first Tuesday In Mordt, 1803" (March 1). 

It would therefore appear that March 1, 1803, was 
the date on which Congress assumed that Ohio state- 
hood come into hill eHecL In further confirmation of 
this rondirsion, it should bp riotEKl 'ha' Iho Territorial 
delogalo :ii Congress retai.ncd r.is ion- until March 1, 
1603, and the first general ansemt >/ of ilie State con- 
vened on Ihe same date. (Mag. Am. Hist.. October 1887, 
p. 306-316; Tannehlll. 1920. p. 9.) 

In view of the conflicting evidence as to the date of 
Ohio's admission to the Union, it is not surprising that 
various dates are clolmed as correct. However, flie 
congressional act signed by the President Febrooiy 
19, 1803, refened to above, says in part: 

B» II «n<ct»d by lh« Senate and the Hcruss of Itept«MBl«(i«M ol 
lh» Untied Slates ot Aa.etli.a In Comross assembled That all the laws 
of ihe Uniicrf Siiiiff* whirh aie net locaiJy mappljcable. shall have 
Die aatr.e loiro and offorl wllhin At* wM SM* el Olulo M olMwIttl* 

wllhln ihe United Siaios. 

The formed wording of this part of fiie act would 

imply congressional approval to the entrance cf Ohic 
into the Union, and it is probable that rebruary 19, 
1803, should be oooepied as the dale. 

The limits of the State as given in the enabling act 
are as loUows (2 Stat. L. 173): 

* * * boimdad m «n Mar kr Aw P«nnc)rlv«iiti lliw, en Hw wunt 
far Hi* Oliio Rivwr. 10 A* aMudx of lb* GtMl Mttatl iiv«r, on lb* 



I br Ow Um drtm du* nwih (tea dw awuih of lb* I 
alorvMid, and enlb* north by m atat mai wafi Hue, dMt 

lha aouiWy aidtaai* ol Uka MtctUqan. ninainq aiat MaiaacUa^ 

1 I 1 J ■ noiiti line alctesalii. from Ihe mouth ol the Graal MUlSi UbHI 
I! ihdi. iiiierseiTl Lake Erie or the loirliotial line, and Iheuee wWh lha 
same thtouqh lAke Die lo ihe PcnneyWanla ir" il rt .-ii i Prurittfi. 
Ihai Congress shall bo at Ubeily ar any n-r^.- .•.L-ri-jlitu, ©llher to 
atlnch all iho Icriiiory lying easi cl the lir.r n ; l> cawn due nof.h 
from ihc iTiouth ol llie Miami, alojesaid. lo use leiritcrlal lino, and 
nrriK cl an easl and wast lino drawn ihiouqh '.he souiheriy Mtteme 
ol Laka Mkdikqan. numina aad «a alotaaaUl lo Uka Erie, to the alcre 
aatd Blaia, ar dlapew «l « vftarwiM, eantoinllr le ihe lifO> atiicle 
el eMBivel ba4waan (b* eri^tnil Slataa. and tha paopla and Slaiaa 
to b* lennad la the lacHkny nonhwasi ol lha livar Otda. 

In the constitution of Ohio, article 7, section 6, the 
boundaries are deecribed in the same words used in 
the en(d>lin7 act bat with the following proviso: 

;v iifr'iK-i '111'} it (j« lirrrlifi fullff umtrriloiMt nnrf ilr- 

ihmil h)i ill In ronrcnti'in. that if the scuihoily bend ci extreme o< 
Lakn Michigan should extend so far soulh, that a line drv v. east 
liom !• should nol inlers«cl Lake Erie, or U It ahouid in!or««.-l said 
Lake Erie east cf the mouth ni ihe Miami Rt»aT Inow Maumee River) 
oi lha Laka, than, and in ibai caaa, with lha aaiant of the Conoiess ai 
lha Unliad SMta. Mm aarihani boondair at ilda State siiaii be esial^ 
tiahad br, «n4 aaiandliig loi, ■ difact Una ruwinq IceBi daa aouiham 
aUtaniliy cf Uk» MkMain to lha laaM noMiiiarly cap* «( tb* MImbI 
Bay. aHar taiaiiaeltBe the due narNi Una fian lha noMih at Aa 
Gf»a1 Mtaml Rivw ■> afaraakid; (faanM nerOiaaBt lo lha larrilartel Una, 
and t; iVr i: ■ ••-r:tDrial line Ic ihe Pennsylvania llno. 

The framers of the Ohio constitution hod good reason 
for believing flrnt the description of the northern bound- 
ary given in the ennhllm ac*. were bas-?d rn inaccurate 
maps " and that tlils descripUois. :1 adi.ored to, would 
deprive the State of a large area that Congress in- 
tended it should hove, and for this reason Ihey in- 
serted the proviso in the constitution. Ohio wOS CKi- 
mitted to the Union as a State without specific ac- 
ceptance or rejection by Congress oi this proviso. 

in 1812 GonijTess ouAorlzed the survey of the line 
(2 Stat. L 741) as described in the enablir.r; n: t of 1802, 
but Ihe work was not undertaken until several years 
later. 

Lines were run in 1817 by William Hrnris. under the 
direction ol the surveyor general of Ohio, presumably 
by authority of the act of 1812 — first a random or trial 
line due east from the southern extremity of Lake 
Michigan to the western Ohio line and another from 
the most northerly cape of Maumee Bay west and 
south lo Ihe due east line. Manuscript copies of the 
notes and plots of these lines are filed in ttie General 
LririQ Ofricp. From tho dn'a tb.us obta.ncii, a true line 
was then rim for the northern boundary oi Oido as 
described In the State constitution, an whidi 71 marks 
were established al mile intervals. This line is from 
5 to 7^ miles north o( the due east line from the southern 
extremity of Lodce Michigan. {See fig. 31.) 



" S— Lake Michigan al shown Ot 
other m»(* putilished f>rk» 10 



the MMhaU nap also 119. JUt 
tbawad lha lake in the *saa 
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VHien nevis oi this survey reached the Governor of 
Mtchigan. it naturally caDed forth vigorausiiiotMla from 
him n% v/ell as troni other residents of the Territory. 
Ailer con3]derc:L:lc lit;i:lQaa discussion a committee was 
sent from Michigan to Washington to aeek radroM, 
with Ih0 resull tiiat cm ontor wo* given to run the line 
as aufhcrrlzsd fay Ihe ad <rf 1812, This survey was 
Gxi^i-uieci by Surveyor Fulton in 1818. He ran the 
north boundary due east from the southern extremity 
of Lake Mlchlgaiu** Congrea netther oonllimed nor 
rejected it. OhJo, cm was to be expodKi refused lo 

In Older to have data for setding ttie dispute, Con- 
gress in 1832 (4 Stcrt. L. 596) ordered the determination 
ol latitude and longitude at important points on the 
two linee; the positions o( eight stations wore found, 
but apparently no use was made of them. As 'jme 
passed the boundary disputes grew more bitter unlil 
a crisis was reached in February, 1835, when the Ohio 
Leglslorture passed a resolution declaring the northern 
line lo be the true boundary of Ihe Slate and ordering 
tha' the Spate's ; unsa'ir-iicn extended to thi'Jl '.i:it>. 
Aimed Irocps were assembled by both sides, and 
dvll war seemed Imminent. The Presldniit Cbngrass, 
and the courts were colled on to settle the trouble, and 
a commission was sent iiom Washington in the hope 
of effecting a compromise. (Way, 1869: Forts, ISM.) 
Finally better judgment prf'vniled: Mtchiqan was in- 
duced to suspend hostile aclioas, p.-i:;c:ipai)y Ircm Ihe 
hope of statehood with increased territory on the north 
and a share In the allotment ol public funds. Ohio on 
her port had every expectation of obtaining the coveted 
territory, and so \\r.s, blocd^ess war came to an end. 

Michigan Territory had lor several years hod a popu- 
lation large enough for adrotaslon to Union as a 
State, but actton was delayed because of the bound- 
ary dispute. 

On June 15, 1836, on act was approved to establish 

the northern boundTry of Ohio and admit Michigan as 
a State (5 Stnt. L 49), provided the new State, by vote 
of a convention called for the purpose, aooepled Qie 
boundary as thus described; 

• ' ■ Ihe noill.orn boun.Ajry line ol ihe Sl»ie ci Ohio ahalt bo piiab- 
[u-.ed ai and shall he a tiitsc-t line (Jrawn (rom Ihe iouihom oxlrotr.ily 
oi Lak<? Mi-hi74n ic lh« rooct noiihgriy cape oi 111* Mmubm (MicaaO 
Bay. afi<>r that line. SO Atwn. thtll inl«iwet tli» •Mtmi bomdwr 
Um o< Um Su)« ol 3iidi*M: uid bem tb* MJd north cap* ol iha Mid 
bur. narflmil lo tb* beumtacy lliw bMWMn lh« Uailad St«lM «nrf 
Uw Piw*iiie*al Utvw CwmU. la Uk* £H« md Owom, wuh fli* a«id 
iMit-MMilonad Ho*, le Iti ini»rf«<ftoR «fllh Oi* VMtMra to* tt 
the Slalo d! Penr5v'v3r:i 

The line as above established was Ihe line which had 
been surveyed and morieed by Hanls in 1817, and it 
was confiitned by congrsssional oct of June 23. 1838 

•Tha Md nolM q| both ItM Futiao mi Hurii uarvy* «>• eo HI* 
<B ilH U.S. NeHsrnl ArcMvM. 
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Z:a: L. 5G), whicl: thpi-roby qavo Oliic full control 
over on area ol 520 square miles, long in dispute. 

The first Michlgon convention voted ogainsi Ihe oo- 
cef tar.co of this bc^r.dary, but another one voted for 
its acceptance in December 1836. The line as surveyed 
and marked in 1817 thus became the noratem boimd- 
cr/ of Ohio. 

Paris ..t the line as marked in 1817 were retraced 
and re-marked in 1837 cmd 1842 by the General Land 
Office." 

In 1915 the legislatures of the two States authorized 
Ihe resurvey and monumenting of the line. All existing 
nkorks oi the previous surveys were to be reoovared, 
and where none «dsled straight lines were to be run 

between known points. The sur^.'-^y wns rorr.men r^^d tjl 
the northwest comer oi Ohio, which, being in a public 
road, was marked by a lozge granite block sel 12 
inches below the road surface and by a granite "wit- 
ness" post 12 by 12 inches in section and 5Vj feet long 
set on the line 20 foet east of the corner. The position 
■:f this corner, which is cn t.he Indiana linw, :s lr:t 41 '41' 
■ls.88" N., long 84 48'21,56" W. The line is ssraowhai 
irregular; sections of it range from N. 85° 27' E. lo N. 
e9°4r £. and the mean is about N. 87°55' E. true bea^ 
ing. Boundary post 47 is at lot 4r43'lS.88" N.. long 
83'5r33 36" These pours have btcti tied into the 
trianguloUon of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
and ore On 1927 M.A.D. 

The last post set on the line (no. 71) is about 900 
ieet from Ihe shore oi Maumee Boy, and its position is 
lat 4r43'S6.63" N., long 83»27'16.97" W. The posi- 
tion of each of the othf'r pnsls and the distance and 
bearing from each lo the next are set lorth in the Ohio 
State report of 1916, whidt gives a hisloriccd sketch 
of the line. (Sherman, 1916-33. v. 1; Soule^ 1897, p. 346- 
378.* U.S. Congress, 1835 J 

The boundary between ^to and Nfiehlgan In Lake 
Erie was further defined by the U.S. Supreme Court 
in 1973 (410 US 420). To pass the line through the most 
northerly cape of Maumee Bay as it was located In 
1836, as required by 'hp act adnntluvj Michirrnn ns a 
State (see above), the Ccurt de:i«ied a line extending 
from post no. 71 on a true bearing N. 87''49'44" E. to 
the point of intersection with o line on a true bearing 
of & 45* W. fran Ihe center of die circular seawall 

* Hm Q ww fi l LuS Ottc* Wu cmUmS wMi Um Qracng Soviet In 
me » IdM Sa SuKMi* ol Uod MintgwMl. • teMMi «i Um Otpth 
ant •! Hi* Mariir. 
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The south boundary Is fh© kwiwalsr Um on the 

north bank of the Ohio. 

For a description of the east boxindory. see Penn- 
sylvania, pag* 83. 



on Turtle Island. From Turtle Island the line con- 
tinues N. 45* E io the international boundary. 

The west boundary nf Ohio is that fixed by the en- 
abling ocl — a line due north from the mouth ol the 
Miatnl Rivw.** It wos surveyed and marked in 1799 

from fhe scJiith end norlhward ?o Fori Rerovpry crs Ihe 
fus! principal meridian oi tlie Generai Land Office. 
(See (i<3. 26J This line was extended to the pment 
northwest corner of !he State In 1817. 

■Tfas mMAt neulb o4 Ihe Mtasii Hivct i» » •horl dutanc* MM el iti* 

iMMifc Si im 



INDIANA 

By the act approved May 7. 1800, to take effect on 
and after luly 4 of 4iat year, Ois "Territory nortiweel 

of fho River Ohio" was divided into two p-arls, the 
©astern part to retain the old name, the western pari 
to become the Tenitory of Indiana. (See fi«. 26J Hie 

description of the boundor/ line bcUveen these two 
Territories is given in the act (2 Stat. L. 58) as follows: 

ThM iMn •nd •tiar iIm iowiit day «l July MSt. «11 «lnt part «l liw 
tmUonr ol 11m Untlsd 8ii«m mrlhwMt «f ** Ghle Mwr, wldcb Us* 
to (b» wMiiMid of * lUM ba^biq M ih* OMa, oppsril* 1» dw naodi 
«l Konfticky rbfor, mmI nuiDliig OMoes to Fori HooevMy, md Umbcs 




Digi^! 



wrih unlit ii (hall int»Ts«cl the temlorlal liiw between Ihe United 
SlAtM and CAftddA, sKali. (or the purpc«e oi temporary government, 
conMthile a state Terniory. anJ be called Indiana T«ffUa(y, 
• • • • a e e 

whwMvw Ami put at Hi* l«nliarr ol <lw VnUvd Sl«l«i nOddi 
Um e» ilM Ma ft wiMd af a Um twginniiif •! ih* auwth «l »m Gmti 
MiUBl ilvw, and nmnliis Umbo* dim nedh to fb» Mniloitil Ha* 
iMlwMa 4lw Vaitod 8i«M* and CmmU, ahdl b* wwMd Mo an 
iadtpMidaiQi «Mto. and admlHad biio lb* Union on an aqgd taoiinq 
wtlh th* orlgtiial >ta>es. iheneeiorlh *aid lino shaJl become and remain 
parauHiMilly (he boundary lina balween *uch Slate tod Ih* Indiana 
Tenilory, anything in (Ma ad oonlilaad to tka rontrary notwllhilaDd' 
lag. 

The IbiiB from Iho Ohio River running northeastward 
tc> Fcri Recovery was the boundary of on Indian cession 
established by the "Gr«enville treaty" oi 1795 (Royce, 
1899. p. 654). 

In the Ohio enabling act (of 1802) provision was 
mode for the oddillorx to Indiana Territory oi a trian- 
gular strtp of land between Ohio and duti Terrllory 
and of that part of ihe Teri'L-ry northwest of the River 
Ohio north oi Ihe limits of the new State (Ohio) and 
east of Indiana 12 Slot. L. 174). as follows: 

All that part of Ihe territory ol ^he Untied Sla'ei northwest o( the 
river Ohio herctolore irvluded in the eadern division ci aald lanilory, 
and net included within the boundary heroin presrriisad tOt HM aaid 
state, li hereby attached to and made a part o< the Indiana lerrilory- 

The admission of Ohio as a State removed from 
Indiana T<9ri:iory a narrow -s-Aiy. about IVi miles wide 
north of Fori Hecovtsry, (See !ig. 26.) 

On June 3U, 1B06 (2 Slat. L 309). by on act approved 
lamiory II. 1805, the noriheoslem port of Indiana 
Territory was cut off and organized as Michigan Terri- 
tory. For the divisional line between the two Territories, 
see Michigan, page 127. 

On March 1, 1809, by an act approved February 3, 
1809, Indiana Territory was agoin divided, and the 
western part was organized as Illinois Tsnllory (2 Stat. 
L. 514). For a description oi the line separatlitq these 
two TeiTltorles. see nilrtois, page 116. 

On December 11, 1816. Indiana was admitted as a 
Slote with the limits as given in Ihe following extract 
from die enabling od (3 StaL L 289), approved April 
19, I6I61, which have ml since been dbonged: 

iha aald Stale ahall consUI oi all the territory included within the 
ftdlowliK] boundaries to wit: Bounded cn the east, by the meridian 
line whlrh ; rr i ir. western boundary o( Ihe S'ale of Ohio: cn Ihe 
South, by 1.-.© nvcf Ohio, from the mouth of the Great Miami River, 
to Ihe mouth of tho Rivor Wabash, nn the west by a Iirw n 
ihn m-rf.ile cf Ihe Wabash. Iiom Its mouth lo a point where a due 
n f h l.n.? drawn item the lown cl Vlncennes. would last louch Ihe 
norihwxrstern shore cl the said river; and irom Ihenca by a due north 
line, until Ihe same shal: interscrl an Mat and wasi line drawn 
ihtouqh a polDt ten milaa natih ol lha aeulliam exlrama ol laka Mlehk- 
gaw an flia naith bf Via aald aaM and watt Una until Ilia aama (hall 
iMaiaact lha liial-iDaiiiionad naridlan lina viiich fonaa lha waalaro 
boiuidtrr dC lha Mala «l Ohio. 
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A provision in this act lequbsd that die boundaries 

as therein deamhied be ra'.ified by a ccnstit'.:iional con- 
v«iti<m to be called; otherwise they would be fixed as 
described in article 5 of ttw ordfnanoe of 1767. By rati- 
fying them, June 29, 1816, Indiana missed an rppor- 
lunily for including in its limits a considerably larger 
territory than it now has. There was a similar proviso 
in the enabling act of 1818 for Illinois. 

The north boundary of Indiana is parallel lo and 10 
miles north of the line which runs due east from the 
southern extremity of Lalce Michigan t3 StoL L 289). A 
survey of fliis line was made In 1B27 in cnxordonce 
with the congressional act cl Ma:cli 2 of ti-.cit ye^crr " The 
original plal oi the survey was filed in the surveyor 
gsnercd's ofllce In ChlUlcoflie, Ohio, and a copy in flie 
Ger.f^rnl Land Office in Washington. The approximate 
latitude as determined in 1827 Is 4r47'43" N., but 
measurements by the Geological Survey near Ihe east 
end (Marshall, 1916, p. 305) give the latthjde as 4I°45'- 
33" N. The mark nearest Lake Michigan Is In lot 41"- 
45'36.07" H, long 86M6'03.36" W. (1527 N.A.D.). Parts 
of this Une were retraced in 1828, 1834, 1839. and 1842 
by the General Land Office. 

For a dfj:-:[-:l;::liori cf the oasl bcamdory see Ohio, 
page 114. For a description of the west boundary, see 
Illinois page 116. 

The sc',;lh boundary is the !ciw-waler hne on '.he north 
side oi the Ohio River. This interpretation was given 
by file Supreme Court (16 U.8. 374) lo the phrase 
"northwest of the river Ohio" in the cession lo the 
United States by Virginia of its territory on the north- 
erly side of the river. This was reaffirmed in nn aiion 
in Indiana v. Kentucky, (136 U.S. 479) in 1890. The 
low-water line of 1792 was fixed as the true boundary, 
this being Ihe dole of Ksntucky's admission to the 
Union. 

In 1942 and 1943, the two States passed acts with 
Identical dsscrlplloas of surveys of the 1942 low-water 
line. Congress approved these acts on June 29, 1943 
(57 Slat. 248). 

A ret ort from the Indiana State Highway OsmmlSSlon 
in 1969 gives the results of on axhoustive study of the 
location of the low-wafer line In 1792. Old surveys, rec- 
ords, and maps v.-en? cor.si.i'.lnd, and ihe repcrt ron- 
dvides that the boundary as oi that date could be 
recoveied. 

«4 SMI. L. W. tta w attii daaeiiiiaaa, tea U.S. Cioi«. OHil. 
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ILLINOIS 

lUinoia Tairilofy, originaliy part of the Territory 
northwest of fte Ohio Rivw and subsscjuently a part 
of Indiana Territory, was organized by act of February 
3. 1809 (2 Stat. L. 514), etiecUve March 1. 1809. The 
IdlowbiQ dame Irom the act seporallng 11 from 
Indiana Territory defines its boundary (see fig. 26): 

tfzzn and ,i!:rir :h<> lust day cl ).1ar,-;i ntix: all rha: pari ci Ihe 
Indl'jna I«ri1ciy which li<»s wosl ci Ihc V.'abajh river, and a diro.rt 
lin» diown f(c:n the said Warmth r:v»r and Post Vinc.?nn*fi, due nat1h 
lo Iho 'nrDtuiial lln* Lie'woer. Iho Unilod Sta'os and Conad.5 thall. for 
Ih* purpgM ol iMDpotuy govmtmmt, constitute « (•furat* (•rriwry. 
Mid bft OHM NHnel*. 

Illinois was admitted as a Stale with Its pre: en: 
boundaries by resolution approved December 3, 1618 
(3 SlaL S36X The enabling act deftnes these boundarlM 
as follows (3 Stat. 429): 

* * ' siid SMa (halt oontlst of th* lerriioiy tnducM wvhin 
ih« f ibwin^ boundula*. i<i wil: Bwjtomin? «t ihe mouih el the 
WabMh mv«c; ihMiMiip llMiHB* and wUh Hm Um «( IndlaiM. 1e ilw 
odrdkWMt tmm of nM hmk ibme*. Mil with Dm lliw e( Um mom 
Mtt, to Ih* niddl* ol Uk» MkMeanr iIwbm narlh «]«ig Aw nlddfo 
of Hid lak* to Ifa* iwHh lalitod* leily-lwo dvqraM llililr mbi- 
tilati lh4nM wm to «w niddlft el ib» MlMl**l|ipi rtWMj mi Mmdot 
down aloA^ «lw ndddfo of rtiM ilvar lo lb ceidhMneo wtdi lh» Ohio 
River: And iKrncp up th« Mtar iiv«r •long lis iwrlliwoiloni riMW to 
tha be<3)ru»fi(): * ' *. 

The eastern boundary of Illin^ wos ordered sur- 
veyed in Ifl'.O in connection with the work of the 
Generol Land Ollice. In 1621 the Legislatures of Indiana 
and Illinois ordered a survey of flielr i rTunon bound' 
ory. A commissioner representing each Slate was ap- 
pointed, and the line was run and marked with wooden 
i L-shi thn : ::r'M? year from a point "opist the Vincennes 
Hotell on the N.W. Bank of Wabash river" norlhword 
to Lake Michigan. There is a signed copy of flte field 
notes in 'he Indiana State Library at Indianapolis. 

The Geological Survey determined the position ol 
a large slone post on the norlh bank of the Wobodi 
v.'hrr* the Stale boundary line leaves the river as lot 
39 20'57.6" N., long BJ'^Si'bZ.B" W. At lot 4ri7'53" 
N., the longlhide ol the Une is B7*3r36.S" W. 

Thp noT'herri bcunrfary war, .-ijrveyed and marked in 
1631 52 by Coiniriissioners Lucius Lyon, representing 
the United States, and lohn Meislngsr, representing 
Illinois. The field notes of this survey ore in the Na- 
Hona! Ardiives. The position on the east side of the 
Mississippi of a point in lal 42''30' N., having been 
found by observatioit a slone about 7 ieet long and ot 



an eslbnoted weight of S tons was set in the ground 

on 'ho h;gh-v,Tt'-'' line, Tho stone v,'r.s marked "Il!ir'.o:.'=;" 
on Us aGu:i. aide aad "Michigan ia'.itudo 42" 3D' N." on 
its north side. (The Mississippi River Commission later 
located either this stone or one on the Stale line near 
it and determined Its latttucfo as 42*30^.3" N.> Prom 
Ihls point the line was run east to "he fijunh t;r:r.ci^;jl 
meridian oi the General Land OHice, where a large 
mound of earth was erected, and was continued ecsl 
to the Rock Rivo: Observations then taken showed 
that the line was 54" too iar north. An oHset was taken 
the proper distaiKe fo tfie soufli, and a post was set on 
the east bank of the river 81 m!li>s 3! chains 9 links 
from the Mississippi, irom which the line was extended 
(with frequent oslionoaiic observottOOi) to Lake Michi- 
gan, wliei* an oak post 12 inches square and 9 foet 
long was set 5 feel in Ihe ground at a point cdxnil I 
chain from the lakeshore. Recent observnii ir:;^ show 
that this end of the marked line is about half a mile 
souOi of the parallel of 42*30'. The total length of tfie 
boundary as mMi^ute;] i:^ 144 miles 48 chain.*! 80 links. 
A post was also set on Ihe east bank of the Fox River 
12S miles 9 diains 10 links from the initlcd point. There 
is a signed copy of the report and notc-s in the fllos 
of the General Land Office." The line west ol the 
Rock River was later rerun and placed in a ootrecled 
positton. 

On April 18 and 19, 1881, the Mississippi River cut 

across ci ::nirov.- :^lr](:i oi lone: nH^ir iti.^ :ov,':<. ci Kaskas- 

kia, III., and formed a new channel 4 miles east ol its 
former position, thereby leaving an area of about 27 
square miles on the west side of the liver Ibot belongs 
to Illinois (Bumham, 1914).'* 

A decision of ttie VS. Supreme Cburt on the bound- 
ary in '.his QTM as n rez-iU of an action Illinois v. 
Missouii. wiji, dec:ec"d m 197D. Tlie Courts decision 
gives courses and distances along the boundary irom 
die cenlerline of ihe present main channel of the Mis- 
sissippi River at the southeast comer of fCoskaskia 
Island Ic t'r.t^ coyAciAiiQ iicTlh a( B<j:ivgi Island. EQaver 
and Kaskoskia Islands are confirmed to Illinois, and 
two bodies of kmd klenttfied as "Cottonwooda" and 
"Roth Island" are confirmed to Missouri (399 U.S. 146). 

The perls of the northern and eastern boundcaies ol 
lUbiols in Lake Michigan ore as follows: The nordi 

lino- -f llio State runs duo oast from the las^ point 
maikcd uii la.id Ua: 42 29'37" N., nearly) to llis middie 
of the lake, a distance of about 40 miles. The east line 
then follows the middle of the lake eoulhword for obout 
52 miles, to Oie Indiana line (which there runs east and 
v/ost lliro'.,qli a -.•o.nl 10 tiulos i^jorth oi iljo southern- 
most part ol ihe lake). The iUinois ime then runs due 

" Boundariai. no 22. Sm GaAMit 0907) and It B. MsrttMlJ (iSii. 
WIS), lOT lalltuda «ad langilad* o( poiak on (Mi Umm. 

> rte a nap «l Ika araa, a«o Mia U S. Oaal- SHrvar «ap gi Am KHka» 
Do «MdiiMalo. Ill.-Me. 
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w«st for dboiul 17 miles to the northwest comer of 
Indiana, which is about IVi miles from land, thence 
south about 3V^ miim oIooq the Indicoui line to the 
lake ■how. 

Definition of the common boundaries of Mich: ran, 
lUinots. and Indiana in Lake Michigan by geodetic poai- 
tlons was odvoeoled by fliese Stoles in 1967. The matter 
was discussed but no definite proposals were formu- 
lated. The procedure would be to reference the com- 
puted points of Intersection to raonumenled potnts on 
shora (see Wisconsin, p. 130). 

MISSOURI 

The nrrmo c: tho Tornior,' cf Louisiana was changed 
in 1812 (2 Stat. L 743) to Territory of Missouri. At that 
tone the Territory included ail the original Louisiana 
Purchase, except the State of Louisiana. (See fig. 27.) 

Missouri was declared o State on August 10. 1821, 
by preeidsntio! prodotnatlon \mder authority of the 
joint resolution of Congross of March 2. 1821 (3 Slat. 
L 645. 797}, with boundaries as defined in the enabling 
act of Mdrcfa 6, 1620 0 Stal. L 545), as follows: 

B»3innliv3 in Ihe nUddl« ci the Ml»l«slppl ilvei, on :he i.'dcdiie: ui 
thiety su deqioat ci mslii Lkitiuds; lh«nce w«*t tiQa<) lint pdidM (A 
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Uittiid*, to ilw Si. Frmcoli livar; IIimk* itp, mi lollewirm ««» 
g( th«l rivOT. in ih* mUtdi* of liw m*ia dunwl itiMMd to Um pixilliil 
o( laiiiiid* «l llii>y-«lic dt qt w u ftad dUHy ■toulM;" Uwm* wmI, <lang 
11m aam«, to a poini wh«w Ih* aald paraUtl is hilansetod by • 

msndlfln linn r^^mt] ihron^h ihe middle r_4 ihe moulh o1 the Kansas 
rivflr. whore the s.tmo empties into tho Missouri rivor, Ih«iv^© irom 
t})0 pcint aiciosQia nor*h, alon? tiie said meiidian line, to the inter- 
Section jI 'he parallel ol laiitudo w)i:l-)i |3asa»« IhfcU'ih the ropids of 
the river D*» Mci:ii.-3 malting tho Mid line to correspond with the 
Indiar. LouivJaiy lii^e: thence eaal item the r-sint c) inlorsc^:lion last 
•teresa.d. ilcnq the san>e raialle'. of laiitudn to iho mickUe cf the 
main fork ct tiie Mid tivm Ce* Msines, ihor.ro dawn uad •long Itw 
middle ci Uw main channel oi Hi* said river Dm MbIiim, to lbs 
iDoulb d 111* Mm*. vrlMW U MipdM iolo Ih* Muaiaiippl ii*«R Umiw* 
dttft «*il to th* nlddli* ol Hi* matai dumMl of dw MImIciIpdI liVM: 
llwiM* dcmm, and loHowInq Iti* «oufw ct ill* MlMi«ain4 >t«*r. Is 
middl* d III* aialn diMUWl t)iM**l. to lit* piaes oi baqlnoliig. 

Hie peculiar jog or "panhandle" at (he souQMOSt 
" to* bM liBC* k*«i> tKm M ih> Ifinaini Cimftmlm 
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comer of the State, betwe«n the Mississippi and St. 
Francis Rivers, is said to be the result oi eHorls of a 
prominent properly owner who lived south of the par- 
rallel of aS'SO' to have hi« plantation included in the 
new Stole (Violelte. 1918, p. lit). 

In 1836 the boundariec v.'erc cxlcridnd on t:.o nor'.!-, 
west to the Missouri River, as described In the iollowing 
act of the legtalotuie amendatory lo the ootutitulion 
of 1820 (Thorpe, 1909, v. 4, p. 2170): 

Tha! the boundaty □( iHo Slat« bo so slisrod and pxtendod u to 
tnclude all thai ;tacl oi land lyinq zxi tho norlh side □! tho MtsMMll 
Rivvr and w«it of Ih* praMiil ItoundAry oi Ibl* St*ta, *o itial lb* tun* 
shall ho boundsd «i lb* MUlk hf flt* middt* of lb* vMn diMIMl «l 
ih* Mineuri Rlvw aad on Um aaith by lb* ptMnt nertbtm hewdHy 
11m «1 Ih* Sttil*. M MlabUdMd br lb* ccoiHiuiiea, wbMi Am nn* 
is coaUiMMd ta • ttjht ]in» to ih« waM. or lo ladudo n anidi «l hU 
liMl of land u CenqtMt may •nwit. 

This act was approved by Congress on lune 7, 1836, 
and WCB declored in effect by presidential proclama- 
tion of March 28, 1837. The following is an extract from 
the act <5 Stat. L 3fi. 

nwt wbM lb* butUn ink to all iho land* lying faaiwaon Om 
8t«<o ol MkesouH «iid th» MUiourt rirM- shall bn Mtinqulahed. fho 

jurndlcnon over sai-J lai:ds shall bo hereby coded to iho Slate ol 
Missouri, and th« western boundary o! adid Stata abaU be than 
la rhe Mls&ourl river. 



The north boundary of Missouri was surveyed and 
marked in port in 1816 and the remainder in 1850 
under the General Land Office.^' 

The Tenitoiy remaining after the formation of the 
State bore flw name of KAeseuri for many years. In 
1834 the pert north of the State cf Mlcsiun and fast 
of the Missouri and White Earth Rivers wos annexed 
to the Territory- of Mfchloon. (For hirther history of 
this portion, see Michigan, p. 127; Iowa, p. 131; Min- 
nesota, p. 133; and Dakota p. 134.} In 1854 Kansas 
and Nebraska Territories were {armed, absorbirt? the 
remainder. 'S^g K^nsas, p. 138, and Nebraska, p. 136.) 

The following are the boundaries of Missouri as at 
present established by statute: The east boundary Is 
the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi (138 
U.S. 226) from the mouth of the Des Moines to its point 
of intersecHon with the 36th parallel of latitude: the 
south boundary begins at (he latter point and runs 
west on the 36tti poroUel lo tiie St. Francis River, thence 
up ttw middionnd of that river to the parallel of 36*30'. 

" Neatly ail flw beui>daji«i ol iha Sialet w«< at th« MlllMl|l|!l w«i« 
survayad undar Iba dirediDn of the General Land Oflicft, Mdal 04 !heir. 
by eeMNM wrvtyen. Th* fiaM iMm and plaia el ihM* •wrropi Ban 
Mtodod. and wM «f torn «• aew «■ ilo la ll 



thenoe west on thot poredlel to lis ittteire0CflQ|] £iy a 

rr.9ricii::r. ijas3in-7 ihtough tho .T.iddip of the mouth of 
the Kansas River; the west boundary Is the lost-men- 
ttoned meridian os far north os Ihe mouth of flie Kan- 
sas River, thence it follows norlhv/estword the mid- 
channel of the Missouri River to the parallel of latitude 
passing through the rapids of the Vea Moines River, 
which is approximalely the parallel of 40''35'; the north 
boundary is the last-mentioned parallel as far east as 
its point of intersection with the Des Moines River, 
whence ll follows Ihe mldchannel of ihe Des Moines 
River southward to its mouth. 

In 1939 States of Misso-;Ti and Iowa agreed to 
change their common boundary in Ihe Des Moines 
River to the midchonnel as It then existed This was 
n proved by Omgreas on August 10, 1939 (53 Stab 
1345). 

A ^Oar agreement wllh Konsas along Ihe Mis- 
souri River from the 40lh parallel sr;u'h to the mouth 
of ihe Kansas River was approved by Congress on 
August 3, 1950 (64 Stat. 397). Bnitange of Slate sov- 
ereignty over affected lands was made effecllve b^ 
ginning at midnight following the congressloncd action. 

For Ihe survey of the south boundary, see Arkansas, 
page 120; and for the north boundary, see Iowa, pages 
131, 133. 

The -.vest h-.undary of Missouri south cf 'ho nuiulh 
of the Kansas River was surveyed in 1823. and a large 
stone iMst was set to mark ^e aoufhweet comer of 
the Slate, at a point which sextant observations showed 
to be in lot 36^30' N. This position as determinod by 
Ihe Geological Survey in 1906 is lal 36°29'53 0" N , 
long 94°37'02.9" W. (Marshall, 1910, p. 488). The 1823 
survey of the south boundary of the State was begim at 
this stone. In 1845 a mound of eorlh, which had a 10- 
foot base and was S feel high, was placed at a point 
4.83 dialns farther soutii. 

The west boundary of the Stole was resurveyed and 
remarked In 1844-45." 

A dispute concemln? the river boundary between 
Missouri and Nebraska was settled in 1904 by the 
Supreme Court (196 U.S. 23; 197 U.S. 577), which re- 
afliimed die old rule ttiot a sudden chonge In the 
course of o river does not affect a boundary line. 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansaw ■■" Territory was formed by act of March 2, 
1819, effective July 4, 1819, from a part of Missouri 



^>n<i Ihr^ Staia-lma poinls near Kuiaas City. 



(aa B-.'d>-|n i/HlS, r till 

^ triiLs IS !h« originftl spellmg- A ooncurrant reaolutloo s>aa6*d ky rba 
LMMtMwo Ol Afkaaaaa m Apnl, mi fUan d IMI, pi 216-217). daetaiad 
that in lh« o^nlMi tS Ihat body ih* Slal* iMn* "tbouU h» pcoOauaMd 

In Ihtae lylltblei with tho final 's' silent, the '« in each syllahla 'witil 
the Iiati^n tiound and Iha accont on the Cjrsi and last syllables " The 
dianuaiona which led to Iba paavaga «< this acl ara given in Roaa 
OWI. r. Z. If. 412-177). 
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Temtaiy. ^ tiq. 28.) The following clause bom the 
act (3 Stat L 474) eelobUshinQ it defines ttg llmlla tn 

part: 

' ■ ■ all ihil pdri ol lit* T«ntlory oi Miwomi whl:h !iM louth of • 
Un? b«(;innln<; cn ;h» Mllim i lp pt Rhrer. at thlriy-six daqc««s. nonh 
lAiHwte, runalna thmiM WMt to Ih* rtv«r Si. Fnincotei th«M* up Urn 
Mn» to (Iili1r-«U d tgw i Ihlflir mtoiilM narlh ItUlute Mid tomum 
WMt to IIm vrMton Iwrllerial booidaiy Um; ahaU. lar Iha puipoaM 
of • tetrliMk*] qovamimnt. coaMfhito a wparato lerriianr wnl !>• 

Call^ ■'' •-* A.-jc^i:::,!-.' Territory. 

In 1624 an act was passed by Congress tixtn? the 
weetem boundary of tlw Twrltoiy. This was as follows 
(4 Stat. L 40): 

' * * th* viMtoni bountiacr Itm oi Ui* iMittonr of AifcaaMi dud 
twglii et • poMit tortr ndlw wwt ol ib* Mmlliwwl ggciMr cf ih* 
8)«»fll MlBMuri vtd ran MUlh to Mm tiqhl bwlc cf llw Had Ri«w. md 
1}i«iic» dmum Ih* rlvM «im1 with Ih* MMdcM tseundwy to Ito* 

of iho Sia'e cl Louisiana. 

Four years later, in 1828. on act defined the southern 
boundary as 

common<-.n<5 on ih« rlijhl bank of the Miuisslprl River al latitude 
thixtjr-ihraa dcqroos ncrih and rumMng ilu« w«8l on th«t iwraUtl oi 
lailtod* to where a line runiiiBii (hi* north from ItMludo lllibty4wo 
i to BW— Berth, on lha Sablno Avar, will latorMd Ih* Maw U SM- 

The treaty with the Cherokee Indians (7 StaL L, 311) 
signed May 6, 1828, contained the following artide: 

The wDsiern boundaiy cf Arkansas shall be. and (ho ume is, 
heifrLy dolined viz: A line shall run. rr.mmoncing on Rod river, 
at the point whorp Ihn Eastern CVicx-^aw lino slnkot *alc) rivw. and 
tun diie north v<rith 9a.d line 'n iho ilvor AiktBttK ttMBM to h dilWI 
lliM ot Ih* Soulh WMt comer ol Missoufi. 
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The eastern Choctaw line referred to was fixed by 
the treaty with the Choctaw Notion of January 20. 1825. 
as beginning on ttte Arkansas River "one hundred 
paces east of Fort Smith, and running thence due 
south to the Red River." (Kappler, 19(0, v. 2.) 

Arkansas was admitted as a State on June 15. 1636. 
The enabling act (5 Stat. L 50) approved on thai 
date describes the boiuuiaries as follows: 

bogtoidng to llw middl* ol Am noiii cfiMiDol of IIm MmIhIppI rtmr, 
en Sm jMitlM of ihitiy.«te d * » > M Wflli Mitod*. rumtog Iron thwiee 
wwl. wUh the Mid pardM of tattlnda. to llw Satot Ftaneto iIvmi 
thmc¥ up the middle cl the main channel of aaid river to the panllel 

of lhi:ity'8ix deqte^ thirty mlnulM north; from Ihence weet lo Dw 
soi-thwesl cctner of the Slate of Missouri; and from thence 'o b« 
bounded on '.he west, to the north bank oi Bed HIver. by the line* 
described in the first article of the treaty between the United Slates 
and the Chemkee nJilion ol Indians, wvi'- of the l.<ississippi, made 
and ccncludcd al the city cl Washington, on the 2fith day ot May.*" tn 
Iho y«ai ol oar Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty.eiqht; 
and to be bounded on the south tide of Rod river by t)is Mexieam 
txHindary Une. to dm BorihwMi cemw ol tlw Stoto o< Leutotanai 
ihaoM MM wHIi dm Lovlalau Stale ttnn. to Uw ntddto of lha bmIh 
chamal ef Ihn Mlaalwtrpl lUnwt dianea «p lha aalddia nf lha aaaln 
chanaal al tha aaid river, to (ha iMrtj^aliih daqwa ot norih lall- 
luda. lha pobit oi beginning. 

« This it en amr; ibe date wm Mar B. 




FIGURE 28.— Hislorkxd dfogiom of Arkansas. 
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In the Skits constitulions for 1836, 1854, 1868, and 
1674 the boundartos were descilbed but without ma- 
terial change from the d?^scr:rfH-in given in the enabling 
act. The oonstitutioa oi 1868 reiera to an island in the 
MlflslsBippl named Belle Point bkmd as belongini? to 
Arkansas, and Iho cnnsH'iiiior. cf )874 includes this 
clause: "and ail other land originally surveyed and 
induded as a port of fte Teirltoiy or Stale of AilconS' 

SOS." 

An act oi Congress approved February 10. 1905, 
< h inged the weslem boundary ol Arkansas near Fort 
Smith so as to include in that State a portion of the 
Indian Territory (about one-fiith ol a square mile), the 
boundaries of which were described 03 Slot. L 714) 
as follows (see fig. 36): 

Bwgjnnintj «t « poln( on lh» aoulh bani cJ lh« Aik»nMS Flvej cne 
hundiod pacn 0*5,1 r.t - : n r- :i Et. 'I. \: '•. Mi.-, •.vnr-'.-'^n l" iind»ry 
tine of Itie Stalci Dt Arkansas rroftseii iiw saui nv$r, &cid running? 
toulhwesietly along the saulh bank of the Arlcantas Rivor to the mouth 
ol lb* Poteau: thence at ti;)hl attqies with the Poteau Rtvec to tb* 
CMMr ol the current cf said tivef: thence sculherly up the mkddlv at 
th* cumoi of (ha I>oimu Rhrar teiodiM whsM the AtfcmM* S««t« )ln* 
Intw McM iIm FoMMi Sivart to • pelnl In flw mMMI* el fli* eumnl 
«l lb* PolMiu Wnm «ppailla Ih* neutb at Iffli Oaak. mi. wliaM S is 
Intwwdad br Dw niddia o( cumoi of USa CkMk: iImbo* up ft* 
Biddia of MiU CNak 10 llw AifcaiMaa Aata Him: ftanc* noilbarly akmi 
the Axkamas Blala Una le (h» peini ol baqliminq. 

By order of the U.S. Supreme Court (252 344) 
commissioners in 1920 surveyed and marked a portion 
of the Arkansas-Mississippi State line, commencing 
about 1 mile below Friars Point, Miss., on an aband- 
oned bed oi the Mississippi River left dry by the 
avulsion o( 1848. The line indosed an area of about 
5 square miles on the east side of the Mississippi as it 
now flows; the area was awarded to Arkansas (256 
U.S. 28). 

On March 7. IR7B the M:ssi?sirri changes the loca- 
tion oi its main channel at a place about 20 miles up 
the trtver from Memphis, since known as "the Oenten- 
nial CJul-off." The Mississippi, before this cut-cff oc 
curred, flowed northeastward along the west side of 
Brandywine Island, Ark. At the time of the avulsion the 
whole volume ol the river wilh a head of 7 or 8 feel 
cut through a narrow neck of land, overcame the cur- 
rent flowing northeastwoid, and swept it backwroid 
ior about 4 miles, thus leveraing the dlieclion of flow 
and fonnln? a new main channel. An of about 
5 square jtkIps of Arkar.srts land was lef: on th.:> oast 
side oi the river, cmd 25 square miles oi land iselonging 



to Tennessee on flw west side. In order to determine 

the proper location of the boundary between the two 
States at ih:s piece, Arkansas brought suit in the U.S. 
Supreme Court against Tennessee, which was argued 
in ihe October term, 1917. The report oi this case (246 
U.S. 158) gives a greot many refarenees to court de- 
cisions regarding v.'ator boar.dories in general. Three 
commissioners were appointed in 1918 (247 U.S. 461) 
to survey tiie Ibie. Their report, filed May 24, 1921, 
was confirmed by the US. Supreme Court November 
16, 1925 (269 U.S. 152; 271 U,S. 629). 

The Rordi boundary el Arkansas was surveyed in 
1823. This llr.c was not accepted. Further surveys in 
1843 and 1646 commenced at a point near the Missis- 
sippi whose latitude from sextant observations was de- 
termined at 36" N. The marks consisted oi tree biases, 
wooden posts, ar»d mounds of earth and slone. The 
1843-46 line, w'ucli differed r.ir:|pnnlly from thai yio- 
viousiy marked, was accepted by the legislature and 
ratified by congiessional ael d February IS, 1848 (9 
Stat. L 211). (Copies of the field not^ of both lines ore 
in the General Land Office records. 

The part of the virest l30undary south of the Arkansas 
River was surveyed end mnrked in 1825. and that 
from Oltl Fori Smith to the southwest corner of Mis- 
souri ,n 1831. That port of the west boundary south of 
the Red River wOS Mcveyed by the Joint commissioin 
nomed by Texas and the United Stales In 1641 (see 
Texas, p. 122). 

A TSBurvey oi the west boundary was commenced 
In 1657. but after 4ie surveyors hod run It 6 miles due 
south from the Arkansas River they were directed to 
return to Fort Smith and to retrace the line oi the pre- 
vious survey, whldi had been found to diver«e to the 
west (U.S. Conrj . I868>. 

A resurvey and re tiiarkirig oi tiie entire west bound- 
er/ was OUftorized in 1875 (18 Stat. L. 476). This work, 
which was oampleted in 1877, showed that the lines 
Jrom Old Fort Smith both southward and northward 
diverged tc th>p wesi, '.hereby adding to the aren of 
ArlcanscDS more than 200 square miles, the boundary 
mark on the Red lUver being 4 miles 16 chains west 
of 1 due south line from Old Fort Smith (U.S. C^ng., 
1879). The Cherokee and Choctaw Indians were paid 
for the land of whteh they had been thus wrongfully 
deprived (Arkansas His- Arscc 19Cfl, p. 211-236). 

For a description oi the south boundary, see Louis^ 
lana, p. 108. 

TEXAS 

Texas declared its independence of Mexico in 183S. 
Tn 1836 the Congress of fte Republic ol Texas defined 

iho bcLindar:es as exteiid.ng sou'li and v/est 'o ihe 
Rio Grande and northward Irom the source oi that 
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river to the 42d paraKe!, Ilis eastern and northern 
limits coincidinqr with the western boundoTY o( (he 
United States OS laid down In Ihe traaty wllh Spain tat 
1819. This area comprised rA) c! 'he fcrnier Mexican 
Stales ci Coaliuila and Text::-;. The bav.r.dciry as fixed 
by the treaty of 1819 was reaHirmed by treaty with 
Mexico OKiduded January 12. 1828. Mexico having fn 
Ih© meantime gained its Independence from Spain. 
These bound.:: las (9 S:at, 447) were formally recog- 
nized by the U.S. act oi Sepiambor 9. 1850. (Se» p. 49 
and &9. 29; gee oho Spllliaan, 1902 and 1904.) 

Article 3 of '.he Wexicnn hea'y of \S2E provided for 
the oppoinlment of commissioners to survey and mark 
tfM ksxi part of ttie boundary from the mouth of lh» 
Sabine River to the Arkansas River, to determine the 
latitude and longitude oi the souioe oi the Arkansas, 
and 10 mark the line of the 42d paralM to the South 
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Sea, but no commission was anointed under (hot 
treaty, and di» lin* wOB not markod north of tfa» ftsd 
Rlv«r. 

A treaty between the United States and fhe Republic 

of Texas, procL":irned i:> IH3B, ."rk:ir.v,'led'.jed lhe "Irenly 
oi limits" signed by Mexico and the United States in 
182B as binding upon Terns, which %raa then a port 
of M?xlco. and provided for the mark;m rA 'he bound- 
ary (Mailoy, 1910, v. 2, p. 1779). The eastern boundary 
of Ihe Republic of Turns, which ioHowed ihe west bank 
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of fli0 Sdsim RlTW, was surveyed in 1840 by a joint 
esomintaslon lep i — n tinq the United States and Texas 
from Ihe Gulf of Mexico to Logans Ferry, the dsserved 
latitude of v.-hich was lound to be 31°58'24" N. and the 
longitude. 34°00'02.4" W. The initicil mark oi thi« sur- 
vwy was a mound of earth SO feel in dkimeter emd 
nljcut 7 fset high or. ihe shore of the Gulf, the icsiUcn 
of which was reported as lot 29°41'27.S" N.. long 93°- 
SiruSf' W. <T. M. Marshall 1914. chop. 12.) See 
Louisiana, page 106. 

In the iollowing year another commission ran the line 
noffhvrard along the Softiine River to the 32d parallel 
as determined from astronomic observations, thence 
along a true-north line to the south bank of the Red 
River. Mounds were erected at 1-mlle Intervals on the 
meddian faoundoiy, the nMomied length of which was 
found to be a Utile lees ihon I06Vi miles. The oriqinal 

plots of this sun.'cy are en file :n the U.S. Slate Deport- 
ment, and the General Land CXftce has copies. The 
field notes were probo^ly filed In the Wfir Depart- 
ment." The approximate longitude of the mertdion line 
at lot 33'06'30" N. is 94°02'33.1" W. 

In a lolnt resolution app w w ued March 1. 1845, Con- 
gress gcr.-o its consent (or the erection of Texas into 
a Stale, piovided certain conditions and "guarantees" 
were accepted, OSM oi wlilch was as IbllowB (5 StoL 
L 7971: 

K^w oUies. of convonicn! 9i7.e, no\ oxcoedir.g four In nuTnt:^9r, in 
Addition '.Q Bald SlAt« ol Texas, and having suHictnnt poFnUaticn. may 
hmn^Mer by I'ne ccnaenl ol Mid Sl*l«, ba ionMd out at lb* twrttory 
r>^i.-[.- which shaS ba oniMlad i» BdnlMian uBdw Ot* iwevWcm «l 
th» F*d«r«l ognMihitian. 

Texas does not appear, however, to hove acquired 
by this proviso any advantages over other States, as 
It merely can give its "conseni" to o division of its 
area, the rl9hl to moke the rsoommendation or request 

for the division apparently rosllnQ vvj:]. Co::i:rF^:^;- 
On December 25, 1845, Texos was admitted as a 

Stale (9 Slat. L lOO. 

In 1848 the eastern boundary was exlenr?^r] slrghtly 

as noted in the following extract (9 Stat. L. 245): 

Tint lUs CengMM eeiiMnts Mwt ill* ]*«tririiii* gt tlw Slato at 
Tixw n«r •sMod h« MaMm bauadaiy ao aa to ioetwla wtltiln liar 
liniia «M4iatf of Safataa Faia, ohtImK el Etbia* Uka. alao en*«aH 
of Sablaa ftiumt. ftom iia nonlli aa far mtdi a* Ih* lliMy aaeend 
da^ia* e( nodti lalituda. 

In 1850 ihe State sold to the U.S. Government for the 

*11ia IwotmI ol Sia rnmiiilimii aad laaa aMaUant aiaips «l tin 
Mway waia puUhifaari ta VA. Caap. (IMS). 



sum of $10 million, payable in stock bearing j percent 
interest for 14 years, that port lying north of die parallel 

of 36°30' from long 100' west of Greenwich lo long 
103" and west oi long 103° as iai south as the parallel 
of 32* (9 Stat. L. 4«; see also 9 Stat L. IOCS). 

The northern bcundaTy of Toxas frcm the lOOlh 
meridian westward is thus aescribed iii ai^ act ci Con- 
gress of June 5, 1858, authorizing the marking of the 
boundary lines between the territories oi the United 
States and the State of Texas (11 Stat. L. 310); 

B«<jinning at t.^e point wheto the cno hundredth decree oi longitude 
wast tfoin Gracnwid)*^ i.-tossas Red Rive^. and running thanca north 
l» Ilia PqM whata aald one hundredth da^tae e( tongitudo intersects 
Hi* panlM ei ihMy^lx dagraat Uility alnuMa twrtli iatUudai and 
dMNN waM Willi tha aald parallal ol 1liMr«IX ^■q i «a a and flditr 
ntniMa aotih iaiLiud* to tlw petal wiMm » liManaeu Sm cm* liun- 
drad and (htid daqi«a g( loOQitiida iml ftaat GiaaiiwletK and ttwiv* 
•ouUi with the said «Mi Iwndfad and flikd daqraa cf lengMid* l» 
IhA dlirty 3OC0 nd patallal of north lattluda: and flwooa WMl vriOi aald 
tllitly-aaeeild decree ol ncrlh latitude lc the Ris Grande. 

For more than 50 years the Utle to an area of about 
2,380 square miles was in dispute between the Stote of 

Toxcis and the United Stales. Tr.is ore:: fcrinorly known 
a& Greer Coixnty, is east of the 100th meridian ond 
between flie two main iorin of Om Red River, which 
branch in approximately 99° 12' west longitude. (See 
iig. 36.) Texas daimed that the North Fork of the Red 
River is the mcrin Bb«am ond flie one refensd to in the 
description of the boundor/ in the Spanish treaty cl 
1819. and the United Stnis:: r'a.med the South Fork as 
file proper Iccancn of the boundary. After year« cf liti- 
gation the Supreme Court on Match 16, 1896, decided 
(162 U.S. 90) that 

the territory east ol the ICKXh maijdlan of longitude, west and scjth 
al III* livat new iowwn m ihe North Ferit e( iUd Rivar. and noKli el 
m Km M]owiii9 waaiwaid. at praaeribad by Hin iiaaty et IBIH baiwaaa 
Urn HaHad Sialaa and Spain. Q» ceum, and along dw aenii baalc. 
twill e< Had Rivar and ef Oie ilvar now tinewB at Hw Pnllt» Dog 
Town Pork or South Fork o! Rod River until iucti Una naalt Hia lOOlli 
meridian oi longif.ido whirh territory ia aeoMtlmaa caHad Gta«T 
Ounly — conililulcs no part of the territory properly Included within 
or ridhitully belcnging to Texas at the time c! the admlsclon oi that 
State Into tho Union, and Is not wiihln Ihe limits nor under the Juris- 
cUcllon ol the Stale, but ks sulnect lo the exdusive jurist^ion of 
dw Vnlled Slalea e( Anaiica. 

The Supreme Court rer-rd^ rf this case, which cover 
more than 1,000 printed pages, are summarized in the 
decree of 36 pages. These documents contain much 
historical matter relating to the northern ond eastern 
boundary of Texas, and also contain copies of a num- 
ber of old maps. (Baker, 1902, p. 31-35.) 

One clause oi the decree places Ihe boundary line 
on the south bonk of tlie Red River, whsie It vim 
liev-d ::'.d Ire ities and other official descrtptlons of the 
line intended It should be placed.*' 

" S** ioolno)* 40. p. 27, l« leieiance to 100th isartdian west ol Loivdoo 

•■Saa tatoftaea tt dia "rishi btok al ika Had lUvai" la iba act al MM. 
dria^ IM vaM taaodair al MaBMC, ll«w 
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Brieb to a suit by Oklahoma agndnst Texas were 

submitted to the U.S. Supremo Ccair' at i^s October 
term, 1920, and the dec;aioJi, rondered Ajii:! 11. 1921, 
reaffirmed the former decision making the south bank 
ot the Red River the boundary, and in a dedaioii 
landwed Jonuoiy 15. 19S3 GSO U.8. 631>. ai to wbol 
oonstltuied Muth bank, tt ynm stated that 

*• baak iManM by Ihi* Imly provtrion it tha WAltr-wMh^d mi 
ntallratr pamunsnl alvvatkia or »eelHrtty *t lha outw Una of Am 

liwr which wpArales the bed (roiB ths ad)M«iit upland, * * * 
and thot the bcund«ry intended Is on and along lha bank at lha 
«v<Ka,r : rrc.:n .r:-c] iMinad by Ihs waters in the p aiifcHl i whMI 
they reach and wa&h the bank without ovaiflowing it. 

The bed of the Btream was defined as including 
aH <l Om aN» wMeb !■ I«pl pncNecllr btn «{ wagaMien ^ iha 
wMh of Aa waiaia of Ih* il«w Imt y«ar to yaar * * * 
encludlnv 

ika laMtal vaUay* wMeh )w« Ik* chaiaciartaite* «l talailvaly imi 
land and umally afa oenraMd by upland graaiaa and w ja i attaa. at- 
Hiouqli MnipaM(il)P cwaiflovNd In aieaplloiiil Inalweaa whan tba 
livtr la ai flood. 

A survey of ihe hov.v.darr. Jn accofdonce with this 
decision, ordered by the court, was completed, and 
the Ilnal report of the commissioners was accepted and 
conlirmed April 25, 1927 (274 U.S. 714). 

An •zcellent historioal roview oi this boundary diS' 
pute is given by Isaiah Bowman (1923, p. 161-189),** 

who slo'.ss lh::t the RficJ P.ivQr 15 "ihs mcjst COni* 

plicated boundary dispute on record anywhere." 

Surveys for ttie Texas boundary on (he lOOtti merid- 
ian west of Greenwich were made vn v,-}io!e or In part 
under Ihe direction of the G«npro! Land Office in 1859, 
IBSa 1873. 1875, 1902. and 1903, but none 61 Ihese 
was accepted as fixing the boundary. 

In 1892 the Stale of Texas employed an astronomer 
to determine "with the utmost care the location of the 
100th meridian [west of GieenwichJ at its inteiseclion 
wlOi Red River." As o reauU of flxe work Qius author- 
izRd. it v,-c!5 TRpcrliKi trint iVip initinl monument of 1859 
was 45.11 seconds oi longitude west of Ihe true me- 
ridian. (Baker. 1902, p. 31-35.) 

The position of this point was rer)et^rm!ned in 1902 
from astronomic observations and reported as 3,699.7 
feet (44.24") west of the lOOHi neikHon. A stone post 
10 by 10 by 45 inches in size was placed on the 
meridian at a point 1,563 feet north of the Red Itiver 
(U.S. Cong., 1902. p 8). 

The line marked as ihe lOCkh meridian boundary was 
r e troead In 1903 by (he General Land Office from the 
Hh<J River north to the nssumftd ix;.=;ihor. of the r-nrntlel 
of aS'SO' (U.S. Cong.. 1905b. p. 4), and at a point com- 
puted to be on the liue merfaUan a large oomerele pier 
was erected marked on the loufhweet fcioe "36"8I>' N.L.. 

<*A bri>l niimw o( thit bourilirv 4ls--jif «im1 m aalauiitia lapOfi tptik 
•tap*) on the inTMtigabcni ir. vi« !:■: hx.rj iha pMMan af lha hpiMHlaiT 
«fa sHian In Tana (Mv. BuU. 2327, 1323. 



123 

•OUNDARV UHSS or TMI STATSB 
IIXAS 



100° Wi., 1903." This pier is 243 feet north and 1,756 
feet east from (he east end of Ihe Cfanoiron base line of 

the General Lnnr! Offi-o. In 1881 .:j large stcno was 
placed at that pomt and marlted as being the north- 
east OOtner of Texas. 

Neither Conqress nor the State f^f Texas had ap- 
proved any of the surveys for the 100th meridian; con- 
sequently none had any legal sialus (O.S. Gong., 1905. 
p. 10). 

In October, 1926, the U.S. Supreme Cour; decreed** 
that neither the boundory survey ol 1853 GO nor the 
location of the lOOth meridian in 1902-3 could b© at> 
cepted as establishing the boundary and ordered that 
a now survey be made. 

]:i order to locate the line with all possible exactness, 
Uio co.iimissloner appointed by the court decided to 
place it on the geodetic meridian (1927 NA.D.; see p. 
S) detsnnined from first-order trlangulotion by the 
Coast and GeodeHc Survey, and 20 stations were es- 
tablished by that survey on or near its anumed posl- 
tkm. 

The marking of the boundory line wos commenced 

in 1928 a- a point 340.28 ioci oast :rcm the 1902 mark 
near the Red River and extended south to a point near 
the "cut bank" on the south side of Ihe river, where 
n Irrrge reinforced concroto rr.or.umen! was built; a ref- 
erence mark on the meridian was placed at a point 
3S12 feet farfher south. From the cut-bank mark the 
line was run due nor*h for a distance of 133.6 miles, 
checked in position at eacki of she 20 geodetic stations, 
and closed on an eastward extension of the 36'30' 
parallel boundary line as delermlned by Clark in 
1960. There ore now 160 concrete monuments on the 
line, er:'-h having a Icltor&d metnl tablet set in Its 
upper Buriace. The line as thus established was ap- 
proved by the VS. Supreme Court March 17, 1990 
(281 U.S. 1091. 

The mark set in 1929 for the northeast comer of Texas 
Is in kit 36'29'S9.56" N., long 100'00'OaOO" west of 

Greenwich and is feet southeas' cf iho mark of 

1903. The geodetic line as now marked Is 4,040 feet east 
oi the south end of the 1859-40 line and about 880 feet 

east of the north end of the line os marked :n 18.''i9 60 
and retraced in i673. The strip of land Included be- 



*»27J tiJB. II. Thli dccTM givn » d*l«ll*d hiilory ol \h» varioui «ur- 
vafa to lha ■atabSnhment ol th« lOOih m»rld>«it S«* alao « btlal hutoey 
ol lha aanaia in Ganatal Land OSiea Sanic* BiaU., Oaenmbat lUt, p. Hi. 
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twoen ihssfl two lines has an area of about 44.6 square 
miies and was determined by Ihe Supreme Couit 
boundary dodsloa to b» In Texas and not in OklO' 
homa." 

The northern line of the "panhandle' oi Texas, which 
is the southern boundary of the "publlo-land strip," was 
fixed by statute at lot aS'SO' H. 

It wag Burvayed In 1860 by John H. dork boundcry 
cc:r.niiss;or.er, Uiiiied Strries end Texas. Sixteen monu- 
ments were erected on this boundary liiw. Monument 
10 on this line is In lot 36*29'59.S6" N., long 101*05' 
17.00" W. This locotion of the north boundary and the 
location of the 103d meridian boundary were confirmed 
by Congress and by Texo* In 1891 (26 SlaL L. 948, 971; 
U.S. Ceng., 19C5, p. !3 19). 

The location oi the west boundary of Texas (fig. 30), 
which by statute is the 103d meridian, has been the 
cause of many disputes. The southern part of the line 
for about 69 miles and the northern part for about 172 
miles were reported as surveyed and marked in 1859 
by ). H. dork, leaving on unmarked gap ol about 69 
miles. Meet of fine marks were merely mounds of earth; 
ct few v.-ere slonos or piles of stone, tind some of ir.esc 
were identified many years thereafter. Later surveys 
Indioate Otot Oie north end oi ttie line is in long 103° 
02'28 04" W and lot 3G°3l'0l.45" N. (1927 N.A.D.). Tlio 
souili end is m loiiy 103°03'55.02" W. and lot 31'59' 
58.52" N. (astronomic). There is therefore o discrepancy 
of about IVi mites between the tv.'t- porls of the Jir.n. 
both being west of tneir proper positions (Raker. 19C'2); 
but these lines as well as that following the 32d 
parallel, having been accepted by Ihe United Slates 
and Terns, ore the legal boundary lines. 

A jo'.nt rcsclutior. cf Co.'.qress February 16, 1911 
(36 Stat L 1455), declared that "these boundary lines 
OS run and marked by Tohn H. Clark In 1859-60** shdD 
remain the Irue boundary lines of Texcjs and Nftw 
Mexico." The lines were described as following the 
103d mertdian and 32d parallel os "determined by 
Clark," and commissioners were authorized to act for 
Texas and the United S;ates to re-mark the north- 
south line so for as it could be identified; where no 
marks were iound or where surveys hod not been 
made, straight lines were to be run joining recovered 
points. 



■Tor other data ralaun^ to ihu sun-#y, tee the rorareisaionv^' Viport 
•e th* S«p>MM Cottct dM*d luly li. I92» (281 U S UHl- 
«Sm npoH br I- tt- Cbik OMQ eeulMMMr. 



In accoidanco vs'iii. this ao', sur^'eys were run south 
from tr.e known location of :hc r.ortr. boundary mark, 
to the 34th parallel, to which Qark claimed to have 
run, and north from the identified mark established by 
Qark for the intersection of the 32d parallel and the 
103d meridian, to the 33d parollel. Between the 32d 
and the 34fh porollels a stredght line was run which 
bears N. 1°00'42" E. Lnr-ie cor.creto monuments (fig. 
49) were established at a number of points, aitd other 
substoniltd marks were placed at each mile. 

The 32d parallel boundary was also rerun In 1911; 
its length as measured was a little more than 209 miles. 
The latitude of this line near dark, monument 1. east of 
t:i^ Rio r^rnnde, is Sa'OO'OO.S?" N. an determined from 
aslroncmic observations in 1303. At mllepost 53 (re- 
aurvoy of 1911) tho qccdetlc position is lot 3r59'59.93" 
R, long 103''58'02.53" W. MUepost 61 Is in lot Zl'SST 
59.40" N , long 104»06'13.!8" W. The notes and plats 

of thesij juivcya are o:i file in the Gcncial Land Office. 

The southern boundary of Texas is a part of the 
Inlemaliondl boundary between the United States and 
Mexico and as defined by the treaty of 1848 and re- 
ailirmed by the treaty oi 1853 follows the middle oi 
flie deepest channel of Ihe Rio Grande bom the Gulf 
c! Mexico to thp southern botmdary of New Mexico. A 
sxirvey of this boundar/ v.'qs made in lRh7-53. The 
report v,-as published in 1857. It is qenora!ly rcfarred 
to as the Emory report on the survey oi the Mexican 
boundary (Emory, 1857b). 

A ( cmventlon, concluded November 12, 1884, pro- 
vided for resurveys oi parts oi the boundary where 
important changee In the positton of flie liver hod 
o : urr&d (Malloy, 1913, v, I, p. U59). This ogreement 
stated that: 

The divirtinf] line shill * * * follow Ihe center of Ihe notOMl dhkMMl 
'he rr.-i-:r, ni--, iL n ■! i!/ .-i^anftincj any alterations ' • * offected 
Ly ;^!ural causes ihrouqh the slow ajvd gr«ciual erosion * * * and not 
by the abutdannMil af ui Miiltaq b«d and th* epaodaq el dw saw 

one 

Any cth«r <:h«n(je wrought by the fore* of th© current. ' * * ilt*ll 
pfoduce no ch^nqo m th» divtdln<3 line as fixed try the survoys cl ' ' * 
ieS2. but ihi> Una Itwn fixed shall ronlinue to follow Ihe mlddla tl 
lb* cirigiMt dMOiMl b«4. «**a itou9b thi* vliouid 1m wholly dry. 

Modiftcafians of ik» arttdes of the convention of 1884 
were made by the convention of !905 (Ma'.lcy 
V. I, p, 1199). The latter agreement provided for the 
solution of some of the problems rodsed by tite eailier 
convention that were due to numerous changes in the 
position oi the "normal channel" as follows: 

WImnu * * * n hM bMB ebMtvad iliai Omw to • tnitoat elw 
of d)M«iM alfaetad In iMd ol Ow Rio Gnnde, ki wMcK owkn to 
alow and gndual aioileii, oeuplad wKb aifuMon. aald il*ar «b«ndm 
tia cM dtunitel and th«r» are a*pw«t«d Iroai it amall p O rtKa a el land 
Itnown as "banros" knuniled ky <ha safd old bed, and which, aeeMd- 
Ine I iKc 'r:ni:. i ' ' ' Ihe Convention cl 1884, remain subSecl to 
the dciDiniort and )utl«iiction <A llie country iiom which Ihey hav« 
baan aapaialad. 
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Wliareu uiA "bancoi" are l«lt •) • distanc* from ihs n»w river 
bad. and by tauon ot Iho succmiv* dapoaili of alluvium. Iho aid 
channel ia b«c^<nLnq eHacod. th« land of said "bancos" becomes con 
fused wllh the land of Ihs "bancoa" contiquoua Iherelo. Ihua giving 
rue 10 diHtculHes and controveisiei, ' ' ' 

Whereaa the labars of the tnlenuuonaj Boundary Commiauon, under- 
taken wllh Ihe object cf fixing the boundary line with reference lo 
the "bencoe." have demorutralad that Ihs application to these "bancos" 
of the principle established In ' ' * the Convenikan of 1884 renders 
difficult the eotulion o( the controversies mentioned, and, instead of 
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simplifying, complicates Ihe aald boundary line bewesn the \wo 
countries: ' ' ' 




FIGURE 30.— Photograph taken from a satellite (Apollo 26A'-3807) at an altitude of 199 nautical miles shows 
the boundary between New Mexico and the ptsnhandle of Texas. The land-use pattern in the two States 
changes at the Slate line. This print was produced bom a 70-mm color infrared transparency. The prin- 
cipal point is at lot 33°42" N and long lOS^Ol' W. Photograph courtesy of National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 
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Articlo 1 refers 'o ttiotis made hc-m siirvsyg of 
58 baiicys along the ;owe: Rio Grande whicr, tho con- 
vention eliminates, those on the right bank o! the river 
passinq to Mexico and those on the leit bcmk to (he 
United States. 

Artlde 2 is in part: 

The IntetnAtional Commission shall. In iho fuluro, k» -i.,:d--^ri by thp 
pfinctple of elimin^ticn cf tho bancos establiahod in lh« forogpinq 
•nic!»s * ■ ■ Theie af« heteby except^ Itom ihla pjovislon the 
pofttona ol land MqraqaMd by ttut ehuiqa in lh« bed of iIm Mid tivm 
havUtq M HM d vnwt tw» buBdiwi md IMy tMCtma (618 Mim, 
m MMly • iqu«i» nila]. cw • pepiilaH«i ei «v«r Iwa hundnd iciuli« 
■nd which thall iwl b* conaidand w biiwM te ft* p iiipgaw «( Iht* 
tiMiy Md ahdl not 1m •UmkikMd, lit* old bad o( lb* rivar rMMtoing. 
t h ara l flta, lha bcMudary in aueb «Ma«. 

Artide 3 requbed (hot other bonoos be surveyed and 

that suitafc'o marics be placed in the abandoned river- 
bed. Over the years, since Iho convention of 1905, 
aior» than 200 detached tracts along the river, called 
bancos under the terms of the aqreemenl, hove been 
eliminated. Some 10,000 acres, formerly on the U.S. 
side, passed to Mexican sovereignty while nearly 
18.000 ooee, formerly on the Mexloon side, passed to 
(he Uhiled Slates. 1US. Dept. Sloie, 1963b.) 

A convention between Mexico and the United States 
ior the reclllicatton of the Rio Grande in the Q Pdao- 
Tuarez Valley was concluded at Mexico Qly on Febru- 
ary 1, 19,";3. (See also Boggs, 1940, p. 67-70.) The agree- 
ment was ratified by the respective Giovemments, and 
hod for tts puipaees the protection of flie volley from 

flood d'lrviiers an:! Iho sIrTbiHzaiion of the internaMonal 
boundary. The work was carried out under the direc- 
tion of the InlsnKitiancd Boundbry Commission. 

The canalization of thg livcr from a jxjint below 
Q Paso to the head of Box Conyon, shortened its course 
bom 155 mdes to 86 mile* between these podnts. The 
gradient was thus increased from 1.8 to 3.2 feet yej 
mile. The new channel is a series of tangents cormected 
by smooth curves cmd diould prevwit furflier meander- 
ings of the river. 

The convention ordered that "the axis of the rectified 
channel shall be the Intenialional boundary line/' 

EcTch Governmont ngre^pd tc surrender to the other such 
poTceis oi its iand as would tall or. Ihn opp>osile side of 
the new channel. This provision called for the ex- 
chonge of a considerable area of land, and each Gk>v- 
emment agreed to aoiuire the land within its borders 
at the Ume for tronBier to die ofher "in odaaolute aov- 



eieignly cmd ownership.*' The en9fne«rfntf work on 
tills project was completed in 1938. 

The rectification and stobiltzallon proieci left in dis- 
pute on area of less Qian a stjuare mile in tiie dty of 

El Paso An arlemrt v/an made to settle this question 
by arbitration in 1911. When the Commission made its 
award, Ae United States claimed it was invalid as, 
among other things, it dlEr&rrnrded the v/cH-oi5tabliEhc-d 
legal principle that a boundary moves wiih the river 
when the movement is due to aroslon and depoottkcn 
rather than an avulsion. 

Through the years, many efforts have been made 
to find a solution to the problem that would satisfy 
both sides. A convention concluded between Mexico 
and the United Slates on Auauet 29, 1963, provldBd 
for the rectiiicni. li of the Rlo Grande in the manner 
oi the 1933 project. 

The relocated tnundary ioDows a new channel whldi 
aprroxirr.a^fts Ihp rosition of the river in 1864. This 
involved the purchase by the United States from its 
dtiaens of some 630 acres for transfer to Mexico, and 
Iho ^rar.sfer of 193 acres by Mexico on the north end 
ol tliG Cardova tract to the United States. The Cordova 
tract of 386 acres had been cut off from Mexico in 1899 
by a relocation of the river to control floods. It re* 
moined under Mexican sovereignty, but utilization of 
the physically detached area wac difficull. 

The esiimated value of the land and improvements 
acquired by flue United States is $20 million. The cosls 
of the canalization and the replacement of the six exist- 
ing iaridges was borne equally by both Governments. 
The new channel is concre t e lined ond of a size to 
carry 18,000 aib'.c feot per scKrcnd wi'.h 3 3 feet ni 
freeboard. The minimum radius ol curvature is 1.640 
feet It is expected that the new channel, 4.3 miles In 
length, will prevent further movement of the bed of the 
Rio Grande. 

Ratifications of the convention were exchanged by 
the two Governments on Jonuary 14. 1964 (15 UST 21: 
TIAS 5515). 

The present boj.-.dary "ines of Texas are described 
as lollovrs: Beginning in the Gulf oi Mexico, at the out- 
let of Sabine Lake, tfw line passes northwoid Ouough 
the middle of Sabine Lake and up the middle of the 
Sabine River to the point where the river intersects 
Ow pondlel of 22* s Aienoe nordi along the meridian of 
that point of intersection to the point where that m«ri- 
dion intersects the Red River,- thence up the south bank 
oi the Red River along the south fork to the 100th 
meridian west oi Greenwich; thence north on that 
merldkn to Ihe poiolM of 36*30'; west on that parallel 
to the meridian of 103* as mariced: flienoe soulh dong 



'An Ki o< CocivTsu. [uty S. IS4S 19 Stat L 24S). gar* T*ii«s Ihs i>3hl 
M aaMnd )la beundary Ma Km StWo* Ibvw mi lakt %o cotocida vntli 
Iha Mat bouadafy «t lawjilaaa. 
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•a* 103d mei^<iictn to the parallel of latitude of 32': 
thence west on that parallel to its point of intersection 
With th© Rio Grande; thence down the midchannel of 
the Rio Grande to the boundary line between the United 
States and Mexico; thenoe tollowliig that line see p. 27) 
to the Gulf. 

The extension of the international boundary Into the 
Giili cf Mexico is defined by the lieoly signed Noveni' 
b«r 23, 1970. It provides that the seaward boundary 
shall begin at the mouth of the Rio Grande and pass to 
a fixed point at lot 25'57'22.18" N., long 97'08'19.76" 
W.; cmd thenoe by the cvc of a great circle to a point 
12 nauttcfld miles from Oie baseline used in fiie de- 
lineation of the shore Oat 25''58'30.57" N.; long 96' 
55'27^" W,). See page 44 on "Terrttoriol Wotera" 
(TIAS 7313). 

Further provisions of the same treaty provide solu- 
tions for tx>undary problems in both the Rio Grande 
and (he Colorado Rivers. Article I provides for changes 
m '.hc' ^cca'icn of the channel in the Preside and 
Hidalgo. Texas, areas by engineering vrorics; the new 
dtannel to become flie boundary. The transfer of sov- 
ereignty following the purchase of private Ic.jJs by 
the two governments is to be eiiected in the manner 
discuased in "eliQinoHon of die bancoe" referred 
Id above. 

Article III B provides ihot one oi the contracting 
Slatee moy reetore fiie river to its previous position 

when if has lost territory by an avulsion. Such restora- 
tion is to be done by the Stale losing the land, at its 
own tapwhse, after notifying the other State. The restON 
Otlon must be done within 3 years, and the area In- 
volved must not be over 250 hectares nor the number 
^ Inbobilonti edfecled more than IGO. 

Other provisions S'»t tir gi;ir!p!inp.5 for a-'ion on the 
part of the contracting parties and ihe boundary com- 
mission for solution of problems coused by the shifting 
of tho liver had- 

Monuments are required to be j-lar&d or; iiilerna- 
ilonod bridges over the Rio Grande and the Colorado, 
madly over ihe boundary and changed in position if 
ihe movement of ihe river bed maices It necessary. 

The construction of Falcon and Amistad Dams on 
the lower Rio Grande left the international boundary 
at ttw bottom of the reservoirs. To mark the lines of 
jurisdiction through the reservoirs, 15 monuments were 
set directly above the old channel, and their positions 
were determined by surveying. Ilwee monuments ex- 
tend sf^ne 23 miles through Falcon reservoir. The legal 
bounder/ is then represented by a series of tangents 
conn©t ii:-.f: iliose points. (Minute 199 of the International 
Boundary Commission. Dec. 15, 1953.) In Amistad 
fleservoir. the line is morked by 28 floats In a distance 
of 20 milee (Minute 232. dated May 9. 196B). 
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MICHIGAN 

Michigan was organized as a Territory June 30, 1805. 
from tlie northeastern part of Indiana Territory. (See 
fig. 31J The following douse kcm 6m act dividing 
Indiana Territory defines lis llmUs (2 Slai. L 309): 

* * * bom md aft«r Htm fliMalb <lir «< Ihm "mI. att llwt put el 
ihe bidlAM tmUoty vrhtch lies norfli of • Una drawn Mai fnm Hi* 

southerly bond cr «>«ireine of Ijikc Michigan, until it shall intMMCt 
Lako D-io, and oasl oi a linv drawn (rem xho said sou'.hetly b^nd 
iHrough the middlo oi (aid !alc» to its norlhem extremity, and Ihence 
due nciih lo ilio norihcm boundary of lha United S4atas, aitaU, lor 
the pur[>^i8e ci lerr.pciary gmMCUBMIll. CflfUlltlUB • Mpual* iMlHOiyr 
4noi b« called Mxhiqan. 

The enabling act for Illinois, passed in 1818, con- 
tained a provision transferring to Michigan Territory 
the portion of Illinois Territory not included in the State 
of fliat name and also an area of 5.880 square miles 

nr.T'.h of Irrl IS^SO' N., then a part of !n-liann Territory. 
The following is ihe text oi the clause referred to (3 
Slat. L 431): 

' * • all thai pan ol the lerritory of I.Se United Slates lylmj 
nDtih oi rho State oi Indiana, and which was inrluded in the forroer 
Indiana lerrilory. loqolher with iHsl part o( the Illinois territory which 
i« &liuit«d noirh ol and n^l included within the boundaries prescnbod 
by this »i-t tc the state thereby authorized to b« formed, jhall bo. 
and !. :.-; ■,■ •.'Inched lo and made a part cf the Michiijsn lonitory. 

Oa June 28 !834, an act was passed extending the 
limits of the Tern lory of Michigan to Missouri Fliver. 
The clause of the act rekrting to this area is os follows 

(4 Stat. L 701): 

' ' ' all OiAi part ef lh» Mnttefy «l tb* Qiiilad 9u»m boimdad on llw 
Mit br iki* MtMlHlppi Rlvat. Ml tte leuih by lb* atal* ef MhicMri, 
and ft Km dnwn dtw WMt inm Hib aarthwMl egnNr ci Mid M/f 
to Dm Mmwi TtvtR on 9im souHmwI and br tli* MiMPOit tiww 
and lita WhHt Eafth rftraf. falling Into lh« aamar aod an lb* norlb, bf 
lha DOrthani bMindaty of the United StatM. altall be. and hereby is, 
(or the purpeae of lempciary (jovernment, altachad to and made a 
pari ol. the tanttonr of Michigan. 

Michigan was admitted to the Union on Jonuory 26, 
1837 (5 Stat L. 144), with the proviso ond boundaries 
given In Oie enabling ad (5 Stat. L 49 as fellows; 

Prwhle*. «r<r«M and llita adnlMloii la iw«n Iba wpnaa ooodl- 
thai. that lit* aaid SMa aball hmM «i and haw juriadlcttoa cvar all 
the leniloiry included wllhin lha loUowinq beutidartaa, and war mb* 

o«her. lo wll: 

Beqinnlntj al the point where the sfccvi?-dMcrib«d northern bound- 
ary ol the El«l« of Ohio Intersects Ihe eastern boundary r.l the 
Stale of Indiar. ^ .^n i runntn-^ theru-e wiih the said bciinciHy ^no M 
Ohio, at dascribod in iha iirsl laction ol Ihi* act. unii) it inlersecia 
lh« iMMMia^ to» balwaan Ota tfnllad BWos aod Ooada bi UIm 
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Gria; Itwno* with 'he snld boundary line between the UnUed StAlas 
Md Canaidd. Ilmuqh ths Dotrcit river. Uko Huron, and Lska Siqimtot. 
Id • polBl wham Ih* taid Una laal louchaa l,aka Supadet; thanea In 
a dlnel Hiw Ifaiwtigh Uk* Supailer » Hi* mralh «[ Una MeolNal ilfw: 
HnHiea Itmugh Iha ndddla cf Hw naba dHimal of tfaa add rfvar 
MbmmaL lo tha niMdl* of dia Uk» «i <lw DaMri: llMtw* In • dkaet 
Ikia le lha aaataai haadwaiar el iba Manniiwiita itvai: Ihaoea Ifataugh 
Hm ntidtm «f thai foric oE Hia aald rivar ilrai touehad br the add tbia, 
l» Oia main diannel ol the saui Menotnonie river: thence down the 
eanlar of th* main <rh&nnel ol iho suno, la the comer □( the most 
usual ahip channel ci the Green bay ol Lake Michigan, iheitce through 
the center ol the most usU'Sl ship channel o! the said bay to the middle 
ol Lake Michigan. Ihence through the middle ol Lake Michigan, to 
the northern boundary ol the Stdio n{ Indiana, as tha? lino was eatab< 
llahed by the act ol Congress cl the ninel««n'.h ol Apiil. eighteen 
hundred and sixteen: Ihence due east, with the north boundary Una 
ol the »sld State oi Indiana, to the nonheast corner thereoi; and thaM* 
eoutV., v,:Ih tV.o O.I.';" !:i"ur'.rj3-y 'ino l-.:J;.ina ' ' '::t^ r'.^-r' "A '"oqinninq. 

Wisoonsiri T6rii',o:y was Ici.-ued in 1836 SiCm ih© 
WMtem pari of Michigan Territory- 

Whan file Tenitory oi WiBcoxuiiii «k» cvganizsd. it 
w» msipotad that ttwra was on almost continuous 
wdlerJboundary lliw b«lw9en Mkhfwn and Wiscon- 



sin from <3f«en Boy lo Lodce Supwlor. Qxigraw fai 1838 

ordered the running and m::rking oi this boundary 
(S Stat. L 244), but it was soon discovered thai the line 
oould not be run en described, for the head of the 
Montreal River is more than 50 miles from the Lake 
ci ilie Doaert {now called Lac Vieux Desert), which was 
supposed to be its source. It was therefore recom- 
mended that the boundary looation be changed to the 
poelflon later descrfbed In the Wtsconatoi encdaUn? act 
of 184G :9 Sla-.. L 5G-57), and m greater c:«:ail in the 
Michigan constitution o( 185Q, which reads as tollows 
(TtKapi. 1908, V. 4, p. 184S): 

• ■ ' through Lake Superior to the mouth of If f M nT'iil r-.viir, 
thimce ihrouqh the middle ol the main channel of the taid livar 
Montreal lo Ihe head waters thereof: thence in a direct line lo the 
center oi the channel between Middle at>d South islands In the Lake 
ol lha Daiertj ihanc* in » diioc; line lo the southern shore o< Lake 
Brala: Ihanea alco^ aald tautham aboia and down Ilia livar finile 
to lha main dMinal of lha Manaminaa ilvai; lliitae* doim lha eanlar 
ci lha main dMimal at fha sama l» lha eanlar «i Hm noai immI aMp 
t of lh« Qntn Bay el Uk* MUlilQan. 



WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin was organized as a Territocy July 3, 1836, 
and admitted as a State May 29, 184B. 



Tot a ganeral deacriplion of the boundaries ol Wtsooniin and a 
Milerical ekelcti «i the aota by wMdi w«f« iied, tea Tb»*iiaa 

urn. «. II, e. «Miiu. 




FIGURE 31.— Historicol diagram of Michigan, 
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As originally constituted Ita area comprised r:!! thai 
part of the former Territory ol Michigan which lay west 
of the present llmils of fhs Slnto ol MidilQan. (See ft«. 
31.) The limits are defined in the OCl fOT Us 0I<9Cinixa- 
tion as follows (6 Stat. L il): 

BowaM on lb* mt, by a lia* drawn inn the oorlfaMM oomar 
of th» Sute «( nUiwb. ihRNiqh nlddl* of Uk* Midilqan. to « 
pgM tn Om middl* of Mid tato, ami qppeaUa Iha nain dwanal ef 
Qma 9&ff and dueofb Ml4 ctoOMl tni Qt«en Bay to -ht nic<uth 
of lb* MiMioBionla riven dume* through the middle of the mam 
charjie! ol said nviir, lo lhal he»d ol slid i;-.-.- r.i--.r: -.' ■ 'ho I .-.t., 
d th» DeBeii;"' ihonro m a direct line lo llr.i jijuj.u ti sa.a ktf 
ihcnc-w thickinh the middle cf ih» main cH«nnol cf the Montreal rtvt : 
to t'.s mc.uth, thence wliti a direct lino »ctos9 Lako Sur-ertcr to where 
th# lerrtorra: linn rf the United Stales laat touches said lake north- 
w«i. thence on the nor'h with the «sld territorial lino lo the Vi'hilo 
earth river- on t];e west, by a hne from the said boundary iLne follow- 
inq down lh« mtddia ol lh« mala chamset d \Vbtt«^rU] riv«r to the 
MIhpuM am. tnd dowa Km nlddla ol iha naiit chMMal of the 
MlHouil that l« a poiirf Ai» waM Jrom «h« oadliimat conar od iha 
Sitia cit MtaMMffc and en dM aeitdi. Iram aald pctat, dua aaat to flw 
ne(«hw««t ccfiMt ct Iha Slato ol Ulaaauiii and (Inane* wHh dia bound- 
ailaa el a» Staiaa of Mliaourl and nHneli, at aliaady fixed by aeto 
cf Ccmress. 

In 1838, all that port of the ierrilory lying west of 
Ihe Mlsslsaippl and of a line dnrwri due north from 
ill «ouice to the inlemaUonal boundary— that is. all 
that part which was originally comprised in the 
Louisiana Purchase and the Red River dminnge basin 
south of the 49ih pcaollel— was orgonized as the Teiri- 
forr of lowo. See Iowa, p. 131.) 

The enabling act dated August 6, 1846, provided lor 
the admission of Wisconsin as a State. The boundaries 
WBie described oe fellowst 

Bcjinninq a; the nor'heasi ccrnei cl the Stale oj Illinois, tha' is 
to say, at a pnint in the center of Lake MichJ<}an whoio the line of 
forty two dtrjieos and thirty mtniiies ol north la'itude cicsses the 
samo. thence running witii Hie bcun-dary lino of the Slato of Mlrhigan, 
through Ijike MU:hl<gan, Green Bay. to the mouth ol tlie Manominoe 
River: Ihenro up the channel of said river to the Bru'.e River. Ilience 
up said last meniiciicd tivcr to Like Brule- thence along the scuthem 
shore cf lake Brule in a dircc* line to the channnl between BiiddJv 
and south islands In the Lake cf the De3«t'. thence In a dMd Ha* 
to tha haadwaim e( the Monlreal RKrer, as marked lipen Ih* aumy 
nad* by CipWn Cttam Miamo* dgwn ih* nehi cfaenml el Ih* 
Mentreel ttlver to Ih* ntddl* el tak« Supef toe (bene* IbtMqli Ih* 
eenier of Uk* 8ivaik» to ik* bmuiIi el iha 9l ImiI* Rlvei: Ihene* 
eip t» mm dienwl el lafd river to lb* M leplda In Ih* Hna. 
abew* die Indian vllla4*. accoiding to Mceljiel'a nep: Ihenea dun 
eoHlh to the main bfaeeb el ill* Rivet SL Ckelii: Ihenee down Ih* 
main channel ol said river lo the Mtsalfilpplr Ifienee d«wii Ih* mata 
channel cf thai f.ver lo the narlhwest come- t t- .-. ."'nlc of lllmolas 
thence due cast wllh ihe n^rih<--rn"baundary ci Iha Slato of llHncfs 
to the place of beqlnning ' ' '. 

The straight ports of Ihe boundary were surveyed 
and marked, in 1S47, from a point where the Balsam 
River and the Piny Rivor Linitt? Vj form ihu J.-fontreal. 
S. 74''27' E. to the Lake of the Desert, a distance of SO 

••TMt mmltllen el Ih* Fftneh naa* "L*e Vletn DMeM" W Bl*)*«dlng 
The ftaach wetd *'d«eeil" leleM to a deeito^, en aiNa wee*, e wild 
ead MUluy ttteti eol le an ana davrid al vagetallaB tan Ia4 af wtm. 
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miles 67 diahis 6 linleti. The southern port of (he line 

begins at the lower end oi Ln'nc Prjlc and runs N. 
59°38' W. ior 13 miles 37 chains 66 links to an intar- 
sedlon wlfli Ihe former line In 4ie Lcdce oi the Desert 
ThiH r.-ies r'^rlaining to this line COn be lound in the 
General Lxind Office files. 

Suit was commenced by IvQdilQan in (he U.S. 
Supreme Court in Oc!-)l -=^r 1923 for a redetermination 
of the Ivlichigan-Wjscoj.sia boundary, the claim being 
mad© that the surveys of 1840-47 were not in accord 
With the deecrtpUona. The change from the previously 
o uL-e pt e J boundary (o (hat proposed by Mlehl<3K!in 
would have rosultod in a loss to V.'':soonsir. of about 
255,000 acres ol land, but the Coiut by decree dated 
Morch I. 1926 (270 U^. 295; 272 U.S. 398), coniinned 
Wisconsin's Ulle to (h» disputed area, prlndpdUy 
because 

Th* ml*, lenq MNtod end never doufatod by Kde court to Ihet long 
aeqototeenc* by «a* Stoi* in lb* pa«*«*elcn e( lenllerr by enediei 
and In Ihe eser dee ef ssveretonif and demlalen ever It U eendinlv* 

cf the Utter s title and rightful auihcrlly 

A resurvey ol Ihe Michigan-Wisconsin line was com- 
ple(ed in 1929 by commlsrioners ra presenting (he two 

Stales. Thfire r:re n rv,- IBO rcincrele monuments on this 
65-mile line. This work was executed in accordance 
with the Supreme Court decree of November 22, 1926. 

The boundary from Ihe Lake Brule to the mouth of 
the Menominee is practically that described in the 
enabling act and 

toDowa liie channels cf the Brule attd Menominee wherever they at* 
fiwo frcra utandB: ' ' ' wherever islands are encountered above 
C :inn:!-.< - falls Ihr line loll--.-.'r Ihn -.-..in-^rl r.-'itr-n ■Utr 'A'. = L-cri»ln 
mainiano. so as lo throw all lij:..', iiinuiciii iiit;^ &:id ' ' * 

wherever Islands are encountered below Qulnneeec Falls Ihe line 
loUows the diaruiel neatest ih* Michiqan msuiUodL to a» le throw 
all each iilendt Me WloceniKi. 

Throitcrh (^TPfr. Bny 'he linp v.-n^ fired as clrtimed 
by Wisconsm and m-iiides in thai State Washmglon, 
Detroit, Plum, Rock, and some smaller islands.^' 

A further decree oi the Supreme Court, handed down 
In 1936 (297 U.S. 547), confirmed the earlier decree and 
defined the boundary through Green Boy lo the middle 
oi Lake MicblQan by bearinqs and distances. Follow- 
ln9 this, file Slolee of Michigan, Wieeonsin, and Miime- 
sofa entered into a ocmpad to define ang'e points 
along their common boundaries that fall in the Great 

*trer a hltlerte*] daacrtpMoii ol this boundsiy and aela foMiag W 
die leideMni el die diasuto br toe U.5. Serieaie Cbert, ae* Kartn 

tmo. p. m-m. 
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Lakes or hays ad^-inirn them, and to reference those 
pcin;s by atiitable matks along the shore, the geodetic 
positions of which were to be determined. 

To define the boundary between l.Iichi i::-. and Wis- 
consin in t}ie middle of Lake Michigan, as r..\juired by 
the enabling acts admitting these Staies.seven points 
w«r« lelscted and nonifld A to G. and their geodeUc 
poslHona were published. Point A is on an eastward 
continuation of the Illinois-Wisconsin boundary. Point 
G is at the centerline of the lake where the boundary 
fhiou9h Green Bay intecaecta It 

The gaodeUc coardinates of the ^even p .ini? are: 



Pouil Latj-udo IN ) Lo.iflilud* i* ) 

A «'29'37" 87'0ri5" 

B — . 43'22'SO" e7*08'SO" 

C iVATCn'' e7*07'20" 

D «'07'&S" 87'00'4S" 

E «*52'S0" Bffl'IO" 

f 45W20" H'SrSO" 

6 «»M*IO*' BeM4'55" 



Two points were selected lo define the boundary for 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota in Lake Superior. 
This line extends from the international boundary al 
(he point where it enters Pigeon Bay to the point where 
the Michigan-Wisconsin boundary enters the Montreal 
River. These points wene labded N and M. Their 
coopdinatBS oie: 

Patau Leiltud* (K ) Lon^iiudc (W ) 

M 90*25'05" 

N . . 4a'0C'SCi" B9'29'00" 

The line between V/lsconsin and Minnesota, being 
described in Ihe enabling act admitting Wisconsin as 
pas^g "through the center of Lake Superior lo the 
mouth of the St. Louis River" is defined by four points. 
A to D. Point A is at the midpoint oi line M-N. Ptiint D 
is referenced to Ihe ends of the breakwaleca at the 
entrance to the Dululh Suppr.or Harbcr. The QeodeHc 
coordinates oi these points are: 



FeM LtlMudvttt.] LMiffflHdftfW.) 

A ATirxr' •9*5roo" 

B - HT'iras" gcrwis" 

C «*M'IO" W*»>'2S" 

D - 46*4r99.87S" 9i*«rUSfV' 



All these points representing the centerline of Lake 
Michigan or Lake Sup^or are defined as equidistant 
from two points on the opposite shorelines, except point 
G, which had been fixed 1 y n ITS. S uTireme Ccurt 
decree oi March 12, 1936. The true azimuths and 
distances, in statute miles between successive points, 
ene given in Ihe oanpad (flo. 32). 



This agreement on the boundanes of the three States 
was approved by Congress in 1948 (62 Stat. 1152). 

On March 3. 1847, o supplementary act for the ad- 
mission of Wisconsin «rai passed by Congress, in 
which the western boundary of the proposed State was 
described as follows: 

That the asB^nt c! Con<jreifl la hereby given to tha chsnrjo c! 
boundaiy propcscd in ih« fira; article ol ««id ronslilution. to wiv 
iMvinq Iho bnundary line prescTlbe-d in Iho act of Conqrois entitled 
"An Act to en.iblo Iho Pn.npin cl Wisconsm Tortitoty 1c Icim a Con- 
slitulicn and Stala GovvrniMnl. and fur the Admission c( such Sta'e 
into tho Union," al Hi* Itrti Kplds in the tiver Si. Louis; thence in a 
dli«ci Im* Mufliwaidtjr (» • peinl iUteen mltoa m*! oi th« moil 
MMady point of Uk* St CmIks Ihenee du« wavXh lo 1h« owin ctionnol 
ot th* MlMtMippl tUim or Uko Popint Awneo down tfi* «aitl tuia 
channal. m pivicfltivd <n Hid ad. 

Hti'l Itn;-: .';ct bcsn ai.-ccf j^cd, it would have given the 
State an area considerably less than it now has. 

The first eomtitullon. completed December 16, 1846 
(Ounife, 1919, p. 732-753), accepted the boundaries as 
described in the enabling act oi August 6. 1846. but 
proposed that CongmMS consent to the change as de- 
scribed in the Inter rrcf above referred lo. This consti- 
tution wci rcicctod by popular vote April 5, 1847 
(14,119 ayes. 20,231 nce^— not, bovraver, beoouse of 
unsatisfactory boundailes. 

A second consHlutlon dated February 1, 1848, with 
the boundaries also ns i.h-tjd in ihe ac' of August 
6, 1846, was accepted by the people but with the 
proviso (art. 2. sec. I) fliol, if Coi^ress approved, Aie 
boundary line should run southwesterly from the foot of 
the rapids of the St Louis River to Ihe moulh of the Rum 
River. Ownce down the Misstsalppf River oa previously 
described. This boundary v/ould hove added materially 
lo the area of the State had it been accepted by Con- 
gress. 

Congress accepted Ihe consUlution dated February 

I, 1848, without action on the proviso and by act ap- 
proved May 29, 1848 (9 Slat. L 233). admitted Wis- 
consin OS a Slote. 

The admission of Wisconsin to statehood left cm area 
of more than 30.000 squaio tni'.cs west of the St. Croix 
River, east oiul north of the Mississippi River, prac- 
tically without a qovemment. The settlers oroonlaed a 
temporary government and elected a Delegate to Con- 
gress who was admitted as the representative of the 
"Territory of Wisconsin." This area become o port of 
the Territory of Minnesota by congieselonal act of 
March 3. 1849. 

The Stats of Minnesota in 1916 instituted a suit 
against Wisconsin in the U.S. Supreme Court to have 
thai port of Oie State boundary line from St. Louis 
r-c.y up the St. Louis River lo the falls near Fond du 
Lac finally determined. The Court handed down an 
opinion Moidi 8, )920 (ZSS. 273), and on October 

II, 1S20 (254 U.S. 14), appointed commisaioaers lo 
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aurvoy and mark the line. The survey was mode on toe 
durtn? ihe winter of 1920-21, and the rmmissionors' 
report was confirmed by the Court Fecruaiy 7, 1922. 
"nie line surveyed (258 U.S. 149) was 18.4 miles in 
lenofh ond was almost entirely ovor water. Reclongukxr 
oooidinoies were computed for eodi on^le, and suitable 
reference marks wf^re esiablished on shore. 

In 1917. Wisconsin and Minnesota agreed to change 
Iheir bowidaiY in Ihe Mississl^ Hlver by Ibe ex- 
char.To cf two islands. Wisconsin ceded Island No. 72 
opposao thw City of Winona to Minnesota (Wisconsin 
Laws. 1917; Mianesolo, in return, ceded Baron's Island 
(now Pettibono Park) opposite the City of LnCrosse, to 
Wisconsin (Minnesota Laws, 1917). Congress approved 
the exchange (40 Stat 959). 

The meridian boundary between Wisconsin and Mln- 
nesola from the St. Louis River to the St, Croix River 
was surveyed and marked in 1852 under Ihe General 
Ldcmd OHice, by George R. Stuntz. deputy surveyor. 
(General Land Office. Wiaconsin field notes, v. 37, 133.) 

For the aoulhem boundary, see nUnois, page 1 16. 

IOWA 

Iowa wos organized as a Territory by act of June 
12, 1838, efiective luly 3, from a portion o! Wisconsin 
Tenitory. (See iigs. 27, and 31.) The limits weie de- 
fined as follows in the act (5 Slat. L 239 creating It: 

' ■ ' ill ihat F^iir n! the rreseni Teriility oi V.'lacunaln which lies 
WMl of ih* Itlnwcifipi rivvr, «nd wect o< a line diawn du» itetlh 
from llw iMaAraMf* or •eimaa of ifa* MMHtpel to I ha Tbniwtal 

lJn». 

The approximate position of the outlet of Lake Itasca, 
which is genwolly accepted as the source of the Mie- 
sisslppi see footnote 35, p. 25). is lal 47''15</V N.. long 
9S*I2V4' W. The river runs northwestward for about 6 
miles before it turns east. The north-south boundary 
line aaoss the western part of the Lake oi the Woods 
is In long SS-OyiLB" W,<p. 14). 

The lawmakers in Congress in v. ij'.n i a :i -rat- 
ing Ihe Territory oi Iowa evidently had in mind their 
traubleB over the Ohio-Michigan boundary, and to 
avoid any future question as to the power of Congress 
they reserved the right to divide the new Territory into 
two or mc.-f Teri.i: nes or to olladt any part ol II lo 
any other State or Territory. 

The following clause from an act passed in 1839 
(5 Slat. L 357} is supplemenlory lo the oct cdsove quoted: 

That dwiRhhU* M«M«r«l iha mtt dMMMl el llw tiwsr WialMlivi 
•hdl h« davoMd. and la haraby daclared, (o be iha aaalani liauiidwy 
Una el lha Taniiqry o( Iowa, <ar or io surh «xier.t Iba aald 
Tanilory Is bounded aaalwaidly by oi itpcn Mid i;v«r. 

On Maidt 3, 1645. on ad woe a pproved lor Ihe ad- 
mission of Iowa !o the Union as a Stale, but the act 
required that the assent of the people of Iowa be given 
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to it by popular vote. In Ihis act (5 Slat. L 742) the 
boundofies were given as follows: 

Tit<i1 ;tio ii-.i;cwing shnlJ bn Iho boundaries ol ihe >aid Stale cl Jowa. 
<o wit: B«'5inr.inrj at the m=uth at the Dea Molncs rivai, at the middle 
ol th.i WiiSiEslppi llience by the middle o! the channel ol that rivet 
lo a parallej ot latitude paseini through the mouth ol the Mankato 
or Blue Earth rivor [ .ni 44" LD' N.), thonro west along tho satd 
patdltel oi kutud* to a polnl whara it la |iUaf«act«d by a maridiaB 
line, aaraniaaa dagwes and thirty mlmilaa wail el lha nwirldlaB el 
Wastilnglen «ttr, Ihatwa dua aouth to dw noilliani beundacy Una el 
Ihe Stale el tAaaeniil. dienoe aaalwaidly lellewlne ihal beimdety 
to the peiM el nAHA Iba mm* M ii we e cia ih« Dae Matiwe rNar, dwaee 
by th» iDlddle el lite chiBiiri el lhal river la ihe place el hegl Bi i l ng. 

These boundarlee were not acceptable to the poople 
and by a popular vote were rejected. 

Another constitutional convention was held In May 
1846, and Congress passed an act (9 Stat. L. 52), ap- 
proved August 4, 1846, which fixed the boundaries, in 
accordance wlOi dw widies of fiie people, as foUows: 

B«>i:nr,lnq in the twiddle cf \'r.v main cr»nr.«l ol tha Missisiippi Rivor 
at a Fcir.l duo cast c) iho middle cl the mculh ol tho main chanrv«l oi 
the I>!i Mcines Rivei; Ihpnrc up the middle of the main channel ol 
the said Pes Moines Hiver lo a fcM on &atd nver where the northern 
fc-jurdiry line cl the Siatti ol Missouri. .i« eftablishod by the constilu- 
lien cf that State, adopted lune two'.lth. eighteen hundred and 
twenty, crcssos the (Md (Itiddln cl the main channel ol the aald Oet 
Moiii«a Rivet; iheDee weatwaidly along Ihe aald BoAham boundanr 
line el llw Stale ef Itflawiucl. aa aelaUlafaed at Oe lime aleteaaid. tMlB 
an enlaiMten ol aeld Une tntaneei the middle ef (be melii cheanel ef 
Ihe Mieaewl River. Ibanee ««• die middle «( Ike main ehemiel ef the 
aald Mlaeeuti Rlvwr, le a pefni eppaelie ihe middle ef the mekn channel 
of the Mg Skous River, eceoidtng to Nieallef a nap: I hence up Ihe 
main channel of tho said Big Sioui Rivec, accordiitq to said map, until 
it la inlers«<-1»d by tho paTallol cl letty.thiee deijtee* and thirty 
minul'-B nudh latitude, thence east aU.in.7 »ald paralle'. ' ir -iy r-.rr.c 
d^groas and thirty min.ites. until r^aid paraUel in'orsoct n'^.dal^; 
cl the mam channel ci the Mississippi River; thenco down Ihe middle 
ol Ihe main channel oi said Miuuauspi Rivet to Ihe place ol beqinnlitg. 

towa was finally dedoRod odmllted to full state- 
hood by act of December 26, 1846 Qomcs, 1897. p. 163- 

173; 9 Stat. L. 117). 

The admission of Iowa appears to have left a large 
area to the north and west unattached, which so re- 
mained until Minnesota Territory was organized, in 
1849. 

The act oi August 4, 1846. directed that a long-stand- 
in? dispute between Missouri and Iowa Territory re- 
garding their cimn. in boundary (U.S. Cong., 1839b) be 
reierred to the U.S. Supreme Court lor adiudication. The 
oreo dabned by boOt was a slrlp of land abeul 10 
miles wide rind 200 miles long, north of the present 
boundary. Missouri maintained that the clause in that 
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^FIGURE 32.— Boundaries of Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Minnesota in Lake Superior and Late Michigan as 
defined by ogteement oznonQ the fhiee Slates- 



State's enabling act, "the rapids of the avei Des 
tfeines," referred to rapids in the river of that nome 
and not to icqplde of o aimilar name in (he MiaslBBii^. 
obo that the Indian boundary line run and marked in 
I81b by ::ulh[:r.ty oi the United Slates known as the 
SuJlivcm line, was erroneously established. A line 
daimed hr Miseouil was ran by I. C. Brown in 1837 
by order of the State legislature. 

The U.S. Supreme Court decided in 1849 that the 
Sullivan line of 1816 Is Oie correct bouiKiary and 
ordered that it be resurveyed. The report of the com- 
missioners appointed by the Court to re-mark the line 
woa accepted in 1851." 

So numy of the marks on lhi« line as eelobliahed in 
18S0 Had become lost or destroyed (hot the U.S. So- 
pre.T.e Cour; m 1C96 ordered that ceiturin parts be re- 
established, especially those between mlleposls 60 
and 55. (160 U.S. 688J Axxxndinqly 20 miles 61 lim was 
resurveyed by officers -he U.S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey in 1896, and durable monuments oi granite or 
lion were established fhsreon.''' 

The geographic position of :r,i!:3;:os! Af) wn^ dftpr- 
mined as lot 40'34.4' N., long 95' 51' V/. ai.d ilias of 
No. 60 as lot 40''34.6' N., long 93=28' W. 

The survey of ttie north boundary of Iowa on the 
parallel of 43*30'. oulhorlzed by congressional act of 
March 3. 1849. v,-cis rctnpleted ir, 1852. The position 
for each end oi the line and for several intermediate 
points wos delBiinfned aataoinamioally.** 

In 1943 the States of Iowa and Nebraska aqo^f^d 'o 
alter their common boundary to coincide with the main 
channel of flie Missouri River as it was al that Ume. 
This compact was approved by Congress on July 12. 
1943. (57 Stat. 494.) 

A similar agreement had been made with Mtssourf 
in 1939 along the Des Moines River. (See p. lia) 

MINNESOTA 

The Territory of Minnesota was organized on March 
3, 1849. It comprised the portion of the former Territory 
of Iowa outside the hmits of the present State of Iowa 
and extended east to the west boundary line oi Wis- 
consin. (See fig. 31.) The terms of the ad creating Ibis 
Territory (9 L, 403), so for OS they rriate to its 
boundary, ore as loUows: 

•n ihat TMTt ef Am MrrKorr ot th* DkIImI Simm wldeh iMt %ipllMn th* 

'-To- ,^ h:it-;y of -he Urft d-r-c^jior : the cut, refcrl of cojr-mis 
•ion*rt. And d«icflf'li<w ot ih» Hufv«y. m* 7 Howard (iCiO 404 10 KowAfd 1 

•f«r « lall man. whMb ««aMtM «Mr«e«i btm MtM «l eiwrl^iM 
•ui*«y*. M« IS US. III. «nd VS. CotM aod Oaod. Sinvay (ISK, 9- 

51) 

— For *n illu>iiiii*d dttrrlpiicn ol ih* >urvay ef 1W* Itawu M# Iowa. 
Of». ol UiMorr «nd An«uv«* IIS2S. P 4SM(B). 
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followi.K] Iitnlti!, tQ wil: B«^mntn<7 In Miultalppl I^ivef. at th« 
pnmr wh»te lh» line ol fcriy-three d*3:eM «nd tKlriy minulo* ol norlh 
Utitudp crQSsns Ihn urao; thonca Tunnin:; due west on Mid line, which 
it 'hv nncihsrn boundary ef Oie Siat« □( Icwa. Io the noithwesi ccmei 
ct (he »»ld Slale oi Iowa: 'hence Bou'heily ibng Iho western boundary 
c( said Stsre !he pjir.f whsre said boundary strikss iho MiMouii 
Rivwr: thane* up lh« rokidl* oi rii« OMiii ctiMiwl oi tb» >>£«9ou(i Rlnc 
to Um nawlh M lti« WlMlMuai Riv«is Amiim up ib* middle ot Itw 
Bklii dMiim] o( WhUMAclli RMm lo IIm bau^aiy Um b«<WMii 
thv pMMMloiia ol Am Unitad Slatm ind QtnI tritaku Hmmm mH 
and aouih «< can ateae ih» bwndinr Kn* balwaan th* pnaiiaaiiiniia 
o( Ola UnHadI Sialas and Gtaal BHiain le Latt* SapaileR aianea la a 
ilraiflil Hm le tha iMHUMmiaail peini ol the Siaie of Wlacgnilit In 
Like Sup«tioi: (hence along the w««tern bounduy ilna oi Mid 8lala 
cl Wif.-i::r.B:n lo the Miulasippi Blv»r: thsno* down Ih* Mdle Chamial 
ci said itvor to th« p^occ of beqinninq. 

Minnesota was admitted as a State on May 11, 

16?>B v.-Mh the KSine boundaries that it has at present 
(11 Slat, L 2o5). These are given in the enabling act 
(11 Stat. L. 166) OB iollows: 

NqJnalne at Itw iMiwi in Ih* eanier el 4t» bmIa d»uial al A* 
Had Rivac tt Sm Hdf Hi. «fhaM Ot* bawdary Una balwaaa liw Uiiilad 
Swt*« and lb* MUab P a w iaaiioi ia ensaaea tw mamt ihanca up A* 
main etiami*) oi nM rivar lo itial of iIm Beta daa SMk nvac diaiie* 

(up) "hr main channoi n! said riv« to tak* TVawat*: thence up (he 
n-nlST □( said lakn ic> the southern exliemtty diereol; thence in a 
dii*<--t line (0 llie l.ead ol Bid Stone Laltet Iherv-e through lis confer 
to its o'.itl<?v thenoe fcy a due south lino to the ncith line oj 
Iho Sla'n r! Iowa Ihonra cast along the notthein boundary cl Mid 
State to tho main channel pf ihe Mississippi Rivet: thence up the main 
channel cl iaid rivuf, and iDllowln^ the boundary line cl Iho Slate 
ol Wia'-on^in. until th>? same inlerse-rts tho Saint Louis River, thence 
down said river to and through La!ce Superior, on the boundary line 
o( Wilcoiwin and MietUqaa. imitt It Inianaeiloiu the divldin<; lino 
batmraan Hw UMiad SMaa and Iha Biltlih Poasaations. thonco 
up RieMR niwar. and foUonrtDg mM dlwldinq Ifci*. to ill* place oi 
baqlnnlnv- 

The western boundary line from the Big Sioux River 
to the Minnesota River wos surveyed and marked in 
1659-60 under die General Land Office. (See p. 20 
for the survey of the northern boimdary, p. 131 for 
tho survey of the eastern boundary, and Iowa for the 
survey of file southern boundary.) 

The western boundary of Minnesota from Lake 
Traverse to Big Stone Lake was meandered, and the 
hnc :iom Big Stone Lake to tile Iowa line, a distance 
of 124 miles S.23 chains, was surveyed and morlced in 
18S9 under the (Seneral Land Office. (Winchell, 1905.) 

Ncrlh nf the 49lh parallel and sepwratod from the 
main part of Minnesota by the Lake oi the Woods is 
a kmd area of nearly 124 square miles/* IncludtnQ a 

"^'This uaa as given on QMMtai Itod Olfiea taWMMp plM I Wa il ltnW 
le I2).t7 squan aulai. 
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number of small islaxjds, which became U.S. territory 
by the treaties oi 1783 and 1818. (See p. 12, 14.) Tim 
Inclusion of this area in the Unlled States rrsv.l'M 
from the use of inaccurate maps by the treaty uiakots 
and has bee.n described as a "politico-qeo<:ir0phical 
curiosity oi o boundary that a glance at the map will 
shovr, Ihot no one could hove foreseen, and that would 
be inexplicable without some knowledge of the steps in 
the process by which it was brought about." (inlernat. 
Jolnl Comm., United States and Cenuida, 1917, p. 140.) 

By agreement between the States of Minnesota and 
North Dakota and by the approval of Congress, about 
20 acres of land v.t^re ;ransferrod lo North Dakota, 
August 25, 1961 (75 Stat. 399). This p^arcel of land is 
near the city cf Fargo. Moving the channel of the Red 
River to provide flood control cut off a bend of the 
river ond thus mode access from Minnesota dlHicult. 

For the boundary with Wisconsin, see p. 130. 

NORTH DAKOTA AND SOUTH DAKOTA 
The Territory of Dakota was organized on Morch 2, 

186!, from parts of Mmnesolci and Nebraska Terri- 
tories. (See figs. 33. 34, 35.) The following extract from 
the act of organifotlon (12 Slal. L 239) defines its 
original limits; 

* * * ai: Ihjl pait ct "tie Iprritocy t( i);o Uiyird S1.1I05 in-luapd wllh- 
In the Itlltwmq limits narr.Bly: c; mni«-n.-jn<3 at 4 point in :hr mnin 
dianne! 'A the R^J ?.::-c-r c\ ihr Nrrih wlieii- I>1<- iorty runih d'--:3:e>o 
ci n^rlh Irttiviije ctusit-;; tjf sarr.o: thcnro -..p ih<i m.iin chanr.*;.'. ct Ihe 
Mine and jilor.q thf boundoiy ci I'-.r Stale c! Mrnr.r^r.tn \a p:rj Eicnp 
l^kf ihrn.-p ,il-m rtiv- b'liiri'lary ]in* 0! Ihc Slatf j) Minncsrjla. 
lo (h« loW4 linn; lh«Dc» tlonq lit* iKundary line ci the Sfdto ol Iowa 
i» Qi» petal of iiMMMetlan kelxiwan ih« Big Sioux and Miiaouil rlvwk 
diMiea up ttw MtiKMiii livw. «nd along tlw liouiidwY llM c( l))« 
TMTiioiy el N*bT«f ka to lha memih o( Itw NIobMM or RnmbiQ Wat« 
■l««r; lEiMtM Ibllowliiq «p «tw SMiw. in Itw oilddl* «{ fh* eudn 
clMinwl ibwaal, to llw oteuih «( fh* Kofaa P«|i« w Tmtl* Hilt livwn 
iliMNe «p Mid ri*w 10 (h* IwlyHlilnl pwalM oi nei* )«iituclo 
llwnra d«M wmi 10 ih« prvMM ktoxmclKy of llie Ttoltery ol Wasluncj 
tor: Ihenco aling •h«> hr .in Jary linB ot '>V"a»h;nf)isn Teriikiy lo the 
fctty-nmth <ie'7i«' uf nur::-. Ia'itud<»! fhnr.rc pa»1 alenci said (orly -ninlh 
degree ri nriih l.iti'j it. M; the plai «.■ ol bo-qinn;n>j, be. atid iho satno 
it htfKiby, crg.»nir<id jniri n inmpv iary governmen" by thv name nl 
fho T«rtll( ty e) Dalto-a 

In 1863 the Territory of Idaho was formed, lis area 
having been taken from Woshlngton, Dakota, and 
Nebraska. (See Idaho, p. 156.) 

In 1664, in the act creating Montana Tereitory, the 
area described in the following paragraph wos tem- 
porarily restored lo the furisdlcUon o( Dokola (13 Slat. 
L 92). 



That, uiilil Cwri'ji<?s3 shall oihetwisc diiKH. all th«t pan o! Ihe 
Twrtloty oi Idaho Included within ihe lolkwim boundane*. lo wi«: 
Ceninandng ai • point .'onned by ihs Intoredrticn ct tho ihiny-lhifd 
deqtM M longMwda wau Jrom Watiikngton wilit lb* iortylliral d«qMa 
oi aetlh laiuudft tban(» along (aid Ihuiy-IUM daqra* ei lanqthida 
1» 111* crail eif tlw Roeity MmmlalM; lhanm aaifliwaid along lha aiid 
«nst of Uta Rodcr MmMalos la In Imafaaetten wllli itw fartr^owft 
dagra* and Ihirtr mlnn'on ci nordi lalitada; IhtOf aaatawd along 
aaid 16rty.(aunh daacoo ihirty minuia* netth laliluda io th* ihbly- 
iounh dat)te« oi Icnoisu Je weal from Wasliln<jlon: thane* northward 
alotw Mid tiiii:y :cur-h deaif* cf longiltid* lo :t» )nl«»«cUon wj<h 
i'.:v loriy lilth decree north lititudn; thcnrc eastward aloriQ said 
(oi'y lilin d<--:j:oo c' north latitude lo its inte.-secllcn with the Iwenly- 
feVMn'h ■i.?;:irec ^f ]rn'j;tuiie west frcm V/'aihJngtcn: th^nco south 
ftlrnq saiH Iw.TTjty-sevenih d^iree C'l longitude west frcm Vi'ashingtan 
Id ihr Inly fust drqrop r.-T-Tth latitudo. thflnc^ west along aaid 
^tiy l.rat dcKjroa ol tdtitud* lo th* place e| iaa^WDjng. shall ba. and 
IS he t.?<j.r. inMfpDiaiad lampeiarily Inio and na^ part tt fh» T^atrorf 
ot r.>itct.i 

All but a small part of this area was included in the 
Territory of Wyoming in 1868. 

In 1870 and 1682 small areas were tronsierred . to 
Nebraska. (See p. 137, 138.) In 1873 on area of about 2 
squ:';:e miles was transferred to Mo;:lan:::. tSc-c- r l-'C.) 

By the enabling act of February 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 
L 676), die Tenitory of Dokoia was divided into two 
parts. North Dakota and South Dakota: 

Tha att-a r-mprismq tho Tom'nry o! Dakota »li«U ' * * ba divided 
on Ihe lliiL' lI •ha seventh .^tardard pat jllel ptoducad du* WMi IB UtS 
watlarn boundary cl said Territory ' * '. 

Each part, having adopted a oonstUuHon, was de- 
clared admitted as a State by presldenllal pfoclomo- 
tion, dated November 2. 1869. 

The boundory line between North and South Dakota, 

which is the seventh standard parallel north, of tho 
public-land survey, was surveyed and marked in 1891- 
92. (See fig. 33.) The marks are placed at each half 
mile and are substantial cut-stone posts 7 feet long 
by 10 inches square at top, set 3Vi feet in the ground. 
The initials of the States ore cut on the north and 
south sides, and the mile numbers are on the east. The 
first mark was placed 9 diains west of the Bots des 
Sioux River bed. The measured distance to the east 
bank of the Missouri was 190 miles 8.25 chains. At a 
distance of 360 milee 45.35 ehofau, Oie east boundary 
of Montana was intersected at a point 48.35 chains 
north of its milepost 65. The Montana line at ihis place 
was found to bear rOl'SO" to the west. 

Boundary post 333, which is near the west end of 
this line, Is in lat 4S'56'42.64" N. and long 103'28'- 
21.85" W., 1927 N.A.D. Where the Chicago & North 
Western Railway crosses Ihis boundary, the latlitude 
is 45»S6W.7" N. and the longitude is 8e'07'42.1" W. 
Nn ir lli^^ east end of the line the latitude of a point was 
found to be 45°56'09.7" N. (MarshaU. 1918, p. 296J 
The northeast comer of Nwlh Dakota, which is in Ihe 
middle of the Red River where it crosses the 49di- 
parallel boundary, is in long 97°13'42.58" W. 
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FIGURE 33.— Township plat showlno the relation ot the public lond sunreys to the boundariOB ot North Dakota. 

South Dedroloi, and Montana 
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Milestone 4 on the Wyominq-South Dakota line was 
located by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey in 1912; 
It is dl lot ^S'OSmei" N. and lom ItM'OS'lOO?" W. 



NEBRASKA 



Tfae wMt boundary of South Dakota as for north as 

the northeast corner of Wyoming, lot 45° N . v.' as 
surveyed in 1877, commencing at a poet set in 1869 
ior Am norOiwest oonMr of Nebraska. Thot pari d the 
boundary north of lat 45° N wns surveyed in 1885. 
(See p. 150.) The entire wes- boundary of the State was 
resurveyed in 1904 a.nd markcJ with 6-icx3t stone posts 
at each mile except from the 39th to the 104th, inclusive, 
«AiIcli were marked with iron posts for the Black Hills 
National Forest, The measured distance to the northeast 
comer oi Wyoming was 139 miles 8.78 chains, ond to 
the norfliwesi comer of South Dakota, 204 mtles 48.26 
chains. From the northeast corner of Wyoming to the 
southeast corner of Montana the line runs east a dist- 
ance at 70.68 chains. This Jog In the State line Is due 
to errors in the location of the 27th meridian as de- 
termined iiom iwo widely separated stations; the posi- 
tion brought down from the north tsee Montana, east 
boundary, p. 15Q) is 41,6" loo lor east, and that brought 
Up irom the south (see Nebraska, 41st parallel bound- 
ary, p. 138) is 23^' too far w«sl. 



The Territory of Nebraska was formed on May 30, 
1854, from the northweetem part of Missouri Teiritory. 
its original Hiidli an defiiMd OS follows In lh« act of 
orsronlaation (see fig. 3S; 10 Stot. L 277): 

Beqianinq at • peini la Id* Mtaaowt Vw wlwie tlw UuiUk pmM 
ci iMAh Utnude oeMM tlw Muam thwi well m StMl i^tMlsl lo 4i» 

msi bcund«ry of tht TrniVUtf gf \J\tb. «n Hi* •uaoUt of Ifae Reeky 
MouHAinf : thenco on iMid lunnli nerihwMd to fb» loftr-nloth pvallvl 

cf norh latiiudc l-Hi-nce Ms: on Mid paiillel to ^he w<>«'9rn boundary 
cl ih* lein'ury cl Minnesota: thence southward on said bnundary to 
'he Miflscu.'l Fiver :hftnre dcwn iHo main channel ci ttaid tivet to 
the pi«c« ot bvginntnq. bt, »ati lb* soma i* natttby, cfM(»d idso • 
tMaportiy ywwiw nt by Um Mm ol Am Itarttoty «l Nefanik*. 

This area wi;^ reducod ir. 1961 by the formation of 
the Territories c: C";;l -nd:; c::.d Dakota and further re- 
duced in 1863 by the ft rrr.Tion of the Territory of 
Idaho. (See Colorado, p. 141. Dakota, p. 134. and Idaho, 
p. 156.) 

In 1861, in fbe act creating the Territory of Dakota, 
a small area wos added to the west end of Nebraska. 
The following is the text of the act maUng this odditlmi 
(12 Stat L 244): 




FIGURE 34.— Historical diagram oi North Dakota and South Dakota. 
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That URiit Congrau ilull aibwwlM cUiael. lh« paiitea tt tha TWrt- 
letiM oi Uliib «iMt W««Miigan bMwwn ih* lony-fint tiid fortr-rtdnl 
diqw*i of nenh Uftuda. and MM ol lb* Ihbiy-thlid incndun ol Icn 
qilwto WMI from Waehlr.Tlcn. shatl be, &nd is hereby, incocporated 
uilo and mad« « i .-.ri n! ir .-. ^.--r.- Tv ' :.i3i.j 

The act ior the admission oi Nebraska to the Union 
was poMsed by Congress F»braary 9. 1867, ovsr a 

presidential end, the conditions having been ac- 

cepted by the people, statehood was declared in eiiect 
by proclamotion oi (he Pireeideni dated Mcuch 1. 1867 
(14 Stat. L. 391, 82!) 

The limits oi the Stale ate deiined as iollows in the 
enabling od (13 Slat. L 47), approved April 19, 1664. 

11iMitwMldauw«fll*br«il»iiMll<eatlfl«{alli(i*MiTi(ary fnrludacl 
wilhiB lb* tglkwioq bgwidwtot. to wih Cbnnwiidng M • pohri tannvdl 
hf S» iKHtttMtlMt M Clw WMMk ha tt B j MY *t Ho* •>•<* «t MbMuri 
wifli A* fortI*th d»Qf M tt netdi hlUuds: MtMidinq Ihanee dii» we»l 
iiionrj snifi fr,rti*lh rir-Tiee of north laUtude lo a j'lin; ^(xm€^J by its 
irJfrTscciicn w.ih th© fw«niy-!,fih dpiroo ol Icncji^kid© wpst iro^ Wash- 
m^^fsn: ll:*/nr-'p nor'K al'jr.-) saici twoniy I'.ilh d<»TTno ol Icnrji'udo 1o 
a pclnt fcrrae-d by I's in'o:s«cUon wiih ihe loity lira! doqit'« □( north 
)all:udB: there© west aloni:; ea:d lofylifil deqroo c{ noflh latitude 
lo a pcint Irjrmo'Ti hy iif m'erseclion w.lh ^hr- Iwenty-severn dpqroo 
ol luri'ijituLi^* west trom '.Vrt.ihm'^tDn. then.-rw north al-'ng said Iwonly- 
seventh degrto cl west ^ n j.tudi! la a pc^nt JoixoJ by iti In'MSeL-lion 
with tho lotiy-thlid <de>ite* ci north la'ilude: iher.:<? esat along Mid 
(cftr-thlid dograe oi north latUude to ib» R*y« Paha IKvrapalw] 
rlvMj ttmm dew« Ito niddb ol ft» chamal ol Mid rivat. w«h iia 
■ModatUiqi, to li» |iiiidion wiifc iha NlafaaM tlvM; ihwae* do«ni dm 
nlddto of III* ehaniMl d( Mid Ittebin rlvw, and foliowim tha niMn- 
JathHj SiMiMf, to Hi lyneHm wUb Ih* M1nq«iI (I*«t ihmM down 
Sm Briddt* at Dm ctimwl of Mid Mtowwl Tiwr. and feUowin* Iw 
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As the result of o sudden change in fh« course of 

the Missouri, an areo of about 5 square miles, which 
had previously been a part of Dakota Territory, was 
left on the Nebraska side of the river a short distance 
above Sioux City, Iowa. (See fig. 35.) To avoid future 
complications, this tract was given lo Nebraska by an 
act approved April 28, 1870, "to redefine a portion of 
the boundary line belween flie State ol Nebraska and 
the TsTrilory ot Dakoto," at fallows (16 Slat L 93): 

Ttut so soon M iha Suus el Nslmata, Ihrauqh twr loqistaiuro. has 
gi*«n h« coMsiM thsrato. llw crnti* d 11m imUi channel ed ih* 
MiMouri lUvsr shall b* be«mdMr lias bstwaon ft* Slala «i 
rr«bfcMlM and Ih* Thnitortr el DahoM, bai%maB the Mlcwiaq pebM*. 
lo wii: CcuMMitlMtq al a |mIiiI in lha eaiMn ol said wain ehanaai. 
no:ih M ih» wost Una of ssdion Iwsnly four in icwnahip twaoiy 
nmn n ith. of ranqv vlqitif tat ed (b* tlilh princi|Ml maridlsn, snd 
runninc; airn j '.ho !jinc> to a frolnt WMt ol the rocjsl norlhatly pOflfon 
tl uacUonal iwcUon sevanleen, ol said lowiwhip twcniy nine north, 
ol rang* niiia oaM ol Hid maridlaib to dia filala o( N'ebraska 

For rial showing the chancres, see Genera! Land 
Oifice lile;- Nebraska township plats, volume 9. This 
chan J O v.'r.5 approved by Nebraska by acts of Feb- 
ruory 9. 1871. 
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In 1862 on act was posssd brnisfBrring to IhJs Slate 

(rom Dakota a snva!! nroa lying between the Keya 
Paha River and the 43d poiallel oi latitude. The loUow- 
Ino Is on eMtoct bom Ibis act (23 Stat 35): 

Tl.j' t:.D ncrlhern boundary of the 3i5-f l! y.-jLii^ia _t.i'.l ai.J 
hei*fcy la. subiisri to iho proviaicns nfremaief conUins'J. extended 
(O ai to Include «11 UiaI psttion o( tha Torri!ory cf Ookota iylnq south 
at ih* iodjr-llUfd panllal oi notlb lAlttuda «ut mu ot lh» K«yap«ha 
Blvsr and wMt «< Nm bmIb chanaM of Dis MtaMuri lUwar. 

In !9'13. the S^a'.os of Icvra and Nebraska acriocd '.o 
make their common boundary coincide with the main 
dKunwl of flw Mimourl River as 11 eadstsd at lhal lime. 
(See p. 133.) 

By act of March 1. 1905, Congress approved the com- 
poct belween Nebr=:K/.a ai-.d So ith Ektkota, fixing the 
boundary south of Union County, S. Dale., in the middle 
of 1h© main channel of the Missouri River as it then 
existed. 

The north boundary oi Nebraska from the middle of 
ttie Keyo Pdha westward was surveyed In 1874, after 

tho piof-or posilicri for \he 43(i fx;r:i".Iel Vind been iound 
from an astronomic station near the east end of the 
line. In 1693 Ihia line was retraced, and 7-lbol cul-elone 
posts were placed a! each rnilp and half-mile comer 
on the line as established irs 1874. The stone set in 
1869 for the northwest comer of the State was also re- 
placed by one of the 7-foot posts. The reported length 
of this line was 224 miles 12.13 chairis. 

The VS. Coast and Geodetic Survey determined posi- 
tions lor mile-posts 56 and 22214 in 1912. The 1927 
N.A.D. posilion of mileposi 56 Is lot 42*S9'S3jr' N., 
long 100''45'04.67" W., arui ihoi c,i milepost 222V& Is 
lot 43W06.iy' N., long 104''00'02.73" W. 

In 1893 the north boundary from the Keya Paha River 
eastward was curveyed and marked with 7-foot cut- 
stone posts, and the distance was given as 57 miles 
72.70 chains to a terminal mark 72.82 chains from high- 
water mark on the west bsnk of the Missouri River. 

The west boundary ol Nebraska, including the port 
along the 41st parallel, was surveyed in 1869 under 
the direction of the General Land Office. The initial 
astronomic station was at Julesburg, Colo., the p>osition 
of wh.ch was laken as lot 40''59'01 .56" N. and lonqr 
25''18'30.9O" W. oi Woshlngloo. From this sicitlon o 
line y*cm measured due north 89.6S chains to the com- 
puted posilion of ihe •list parallel, :hence due c^ast IS 
miles 10.47 chains to the computed position of the 25th 
dsQiae of longitude west fran Wohington, where a 



6-foot limestone corner post was established. From this 
point a rondom line was run due south to the cal- 
culoted posMion of flw 40th parallel as determined by 
astronomic obsprvfrlions. At the point thus found, a 
limestone post 6 leet long by 1 foot square at top, ap- 
I»^opriately marked, was set in a mound of earth, from 
which the line was run norflt. ami marks {most of 
flwm wooden posts) were set for each mile, a distance 
of qH in.les 79.59 chains to tho 4'.st para'-bl mark. 

From the Julesburg meridian mark on the 41st 
parallel, ihe line was run west to Ihe InlerseeUon wUh 
tho 27lh meridian, a total distance on the parallel ol 
104 miles 72.07 chairis. The conect position of the 27ih 
meridian was found from a telegraphic determination 
of lonq'.tiidc a' a EtaMnn P mils?. '15.4'i ch-rins east. From 
the in!e:£Gctior, ol tlrio 41s» paiallc-1 and the 27th me- 
udian, where a 6-foot stone post was set, the line was 
nm norlhwatd on the 27th meridian to the northwest 
corner <rf Nebraska. 

The Nefciaska-Wyommq line was retraced w. 1909 
and re-moiked with granite posts 6 feet long and 10 
Inches square at tfte top, each set 3 feet in the ground 
;:r.d rnsikcd with "VA'O" on the west, "NEB" on the 
eost. and the mile number on the south. The measured 
length of this line was 139 mUee 22.43 dMdns. 

For CT dpscTipiion ci the survey of Ihe souOt boundary, 
see Kansas. 

KANSAS 

The Territory of Kansas was organized on May 30, 
1854. from a part o( Missouri Territory. (See fig. 27.) 
The following clause from Ifae fliet of orgonlaatton di» 

fines its limits: ''" 

" * " ill that r«f' C'f the Terriloiy oi the Uni!«d S<»tc» included wihln 
"lowtm limits, pjccopi such pori»on» thctoc.l as aie hefekn«l.«r 
»xpr»8sly oxemptod from Iho operdtions oi this act, to wit: beginning 
ai a point cn the wesiein bounciaiy of the Slate cf Miuouii, whcro 
Ihe thiny seventh paia'.lel of north !»t(Tude cro«t«s Iho game; Ihonce 
W9«t on said roralWI to tho pastom boundary of Now N{«itico; thence 
north c« Mid boundary (o Ulilud* Uiiriy.«Mit; lhenc« It^owiog Mid 
betudwy %>6*iw«id to ih» Mat beuadtry ot <lw TiiTilorir oi Utah, on 
•h» aunnlt tt lb* Rocky Mounttlm; ihoneo neilliwatid en Mid ■ummit 
'o H)» IwtiMh panliot d laStHrfK Smdm miI «n Mid pMilM to Hi* 
wwiMn bewidMr »«• StM* o( MlMaai]; Ihafwa wuili with ft* 
WMlMs houndaty «l MM Sun* in Hm plm d baqliHliie, Iw. Md 4m 
uim to htrafay. oMiad Into • mnperary eovarammit by (b* Mm* 
of dio Twrtwry cf Khwm. 

Kansas was odoiitled Into fiw Union on lanuary 29. 
1861. with its present boundaries, which are thus de- 
fined in the enabling act (12 Stat. L 126); 

• ■ ■ Mid SMI* ah«II conitot of ■llllw Mnllarf tadwdcd wMitat 
■ha feBowlae txwndutoi, to wit; baglmdnq « ■ poM on Ato wMian 
taottDdwr ol III* Stito «i MHowri. wh«* Iho tUrty^wwoofli pualU of 
north lattlud* W O W M Mto mim; U x n en wmI en Mid pmbM to fhm 
iwrnty-lilik mMldtaB kneNud* wcat ficm WlMhtaelcai llwne* north 

*• W Slot. I. an. Ibo mmpM parti mn bdiM UadM. 
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OA s«id merldku to lh« lortiMh pWAlM o( UHhKiai ibwiM Mit «a 
•aid ^^rnliol io ilw WMlwii bmiadHy of Om 9M« of MlMguri; ihancw 
■outh wiih lb* wMtMR toundanr cf Mid Siu» to Hi* ptoe* gf 
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It is noteworthy that Kansas was the first Stale to 
be odroitlad to Ihe Union having a metidionol bound- 
ary referred to the Washington msrfdkin. 

The- jiAiri o: Kane a;; Totritory west of the 25th Wash- 
ington meridian, detached by this act was mode a part 
of the Tenltory of Colorado 30 days loler. 

TTie southern boundary of Kansas was Eurvoycd ir. 
1857. The iniUal point on the 37th parallel was found 
from astronomic obeervalions on tho Kanaa»>MiMoari 
boundary line in long 94°40'26.3" W. and was checked 
by observations at 10 other astronomic stations. Marks 
were left at ineaular intervals. 

The General Land Office resurveyed this lino from 
the 166th mile to the 226th mile in 1872 and from he 
207tli mile to the 268lh mile in 1873. 

Two boundary stones were located by trlangulation 
in 1902 on the Kansas-Oklahoma line — boundary stone 
160, a sandstone pest 5 by 12 by 20 inches, projecting 
about 9 inches above ground, marked "160" on lop, 
"K" on the north side, and "I T' on the south side, in 
lot 36''50'55.03" N., long 97°54'01.75" W.; and bound- 
ary stone 163, a stone marked as above described 
except that "163" is tiie number on top, in lat 36*59'- 
54.78" N., long 97''57'1653" W. These values ore as 
corrected to 1927 N.A.D. 

The U.S. Coast and Geodetie Survey In 193S de> 
tPrTn;nr.c! the position of the southeast corner of Kansas 
as lat 36 S9'54.75" N., \om 94 37'03.74" W. 

The boundary between Kansas and Nebraska is the 
base line of the sixth principal meridinn v.'h:ch was 
used for land surveys in the two States. Th.: survey of 
the boundary was begun in 1K4, and 108 milss of hne 
west of the Missouri River wen lun and morked; the 
marks wtOi few exceptions were small wooden posts 
or stones. The initial position for the 40th parrdlcl .-/as 
found by calculation and measurement from on aslio- 
nomk! station flat. 40*0r]0.3" K) on the east side of 
the Missouri about 2Vi miles southeast of the mouth 
of the Nemaha. An initial monument ior this line, made 
of cost Iron, was set up In 1855 at a point 52.55 chains 
west of the T!r:h[ tan': of the Missouri, Ihe marks on 
which ore "NEBRASKA" on the north, "1854" on Ihe 
east. "40* N LAT" on the west, and "KANSAS" on the 
south. This line •■viv.-. rssurveyed and re-maTk-:d m 
185S-56, and the marks on Ihe former line were de- 
stroyed. From the I06lh mile the line was extended 
west to the Rocky Mountains in 1658-59 as a base of 
ihe land survey. (See Generol Land Ofiice files, Kansas 
exterior plots, v, 4, p. 2J 

For the eoslem boundary, see MIseouri Qp. 1 18). 
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Tht v,c£:om boundary of Kansoii wcs E„:voyod in 
1872 and was reestablished from the 174lh milepoat 
south to the Oklahoma Ime in 1908 by the General 
Land Office, Most of the marks left were small stones. 
Several marks on this line have been ooimected with 
trlonoukilloQ stations, givln« ^e idOowing lestitts; 

Bwindary BAfk Ld'lludo (K ) Langnude (W l 

68* 39»D0'22. 6" 102'02'4S. I" 

7314* 38'!>!:-31. O-' 102'a2'43. <" 

... 3B"5I'3C I" ICr2*C2'«, i" 

B3' ^ - 36*47X9 3" 102'C2'41 8" 

130- 3e"06'01. S" I02-O2"*!. S" 

140' , srivii. 0" i(a'02'38. *" 

■US. Qm). Smvty Itlh Am Itopi . pt I. p. IM. 

OKLAHOMA 

The Territory of Oklahoma was organized under the 
act of May 2. 1890, from the western part of the Indian 
Tenilory. (See p. 51 and tig. 36.) lis limits as originally 
consUhited were set forth in die oet as fellows {26 

Stat. L. 81-82): 

nia( a]'. I citlon ol 111* United States now known as the Indian 
Tornirjry «ir*ip' so murh of th© samo as is actually occuptod by th© 
five civilized Itibes, and Ir.^t Indian ltib«8 within the Quapaw Indian 
Aijency, and execpl Ihe unccu upied part of Ihe Cheickee outlet, to- 
g«lfaei wllh itiM fioMoa e( Ih* Unll*d SiaIm known m th* Public Land 
Strip [CoimMhii. 1664, p. 462. ll«71. !■ iMrttor «MctMl lata imb. 
pofaiy eovanmmt bf Am tuam ol iIm Taittlaqf tt OkldwauL The 
ponikon d the bdlM TMiUoiy iiieliidad \a aM TtnUarr OkldiaoM 
ir. bounded by a Hn* drmm «■ UStemm Oemmmaaq «l « point wlinw 
the ninnty s-ghtll mwidtan CTOMa* llw R*d lUvw: dlMK* kv 
meildian lo l.'.o point wharc it rrossos the Car.adlUI Rtvw; Ihme* 
alcnij said iivei to lh» woit line of the Seminole ctxmlry: ihence 
alon7 Mid Uno the nortli forlc of the C-inadian Riv«^T; thwnrc inv,-- 
aaid river In the we«r line of thr Crook rounlry, thence along aald 
line tci the nort;:wc3i cornrr c! Die Cteek countiy; Iheivce along Ihe 
ncrth hne cl the Creek country, lo the ninety-sixth metldian.- thenc* 
nor-hwaid hy said meridian 1^^ Iho southern boundary lino of tCansaar 
thence west along said l:no to tho ArkMlM River; iKenco down uld 
river to Ihe DOfth line of the land oeeaptod by the Pcnca tribe oi 
IndUiiu. Irooi which polm tti« Un« ran* to u lo tnctudo all the land* 
MinipM by ih* Pooca, Tonkaw*. Olo*. and Minouria. and the Pawn** 
IrlbM ol Indian* unul il cttdcMt tlia Multt lis* «f th* Ch*(ok«e Oullel, 
wlileh U (OII0VM WMrtwaid 10 th* mm Itow of Hm 8m« cf T«mr HwnB* 
by the boundaiy line of the SiUw at T^m to ilw F«i»t at iMehmlnq: 
the PubUc land 9Mp wtdeh la kictudad tn aaid Tmuoty tt O Mahnw a 
is bouadad aaci by 11m «b* hundfadlh maridkan, aeaiti by Tana, waai 
by Kew Mexico, north l>y Calorado and Kansas. Wfaanerer Ih* Inlanwt 
ol Iho Che«roke« Indians in Ihe land known as the Cherokee outlol 
shall have been oI^inqul5nod anj -ho President shall make proclama- 
tion iheiecl, said cu-lct shall iheteup-n and without further legisla- 
tion b'ecome a rati <ji the Teriil ry ci Oklohctna Any clher IfliKts 
within fho Indian Torritory nvl orr.braiod within those bou::d.i::( r 
tiuH'i hoioaitor kjecom* a part ol th» Tvniioiry od Oldahoau whenever 
ih* bidlan nailen or Mb* owning aneh taada aball ilqnUy 1* 
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Preaidcr.t ci \i>o Uit.^^i Fistes in \»<jei iiMnnaf ll» M-aetil lhat such 
lands shall v l)c 'ino o ;,,jn of aoid Terckry of OiilAhoin«. and Ihe 
Prwkiunt »h«il !i.v>«ufu:.n nuke piodaroAtion !o th«i ofJsc!. 

The Public Land Strip was a recianQular pari of Ihe 

land ceded 1o the United States by Texas that lay soutli 
o{ Kansas and east o( New Mexico. For many yeoxs 
this area (5,740 square milee) was populorly known as 
"No Man's Land." Its west boundary, which has been 
generally accepted as the Cimarron meridian as es- 
tablished by the General Land Office in 1861, Is 34.25 
miles in length> The laUlude and longitude oi Ihe north 
end of ftits boundary^ vdiidi is the northeoit <xjmsr oi 
New M X are 37W0a47" N. and 1CI3''00'06.63" 
W., 1927 N.A.D. 

The U.S. Supreme Court having decreed that the 
area east of the 100th meridian and between the two 
main forks oi the Red River did not belong to Texas 
Csee p. 122), Conoress, en May 4, 1896. enacted <29 
Slat. L 113) 

Th*t, lh« portion ol lh« Tanilory oi OkUhoma liouiKi«d by Ihe 
N«Mh Fatk ol th* Had Rlvw and di» Sal* o( Tomk. hwvlgfeM knewa 



as Greer Ccxjnty. Toxa>. ba m4 lb* MB* it hMabf 
Gnvt Couniy, Oklahoma. 

The 98th meridian, which was then part of the west 

boundary of Indian Territory, was marked by the Geo- 
loQicxil Survey in 1899 with iron posts set in concrete. 

The Cherokee Outlet artgtnedly comprised on area of 
more than !^ 000 cqu-ir? rr.i!r>s south of the south 
boundary oi Kansvis, went oi ilie 96th meridian, north 
of an east-west line through the mouth of the Qmman 
River, and east oi the lOOlh meridian; this area was 
reserved for the use of Indians while traveling to visit 
their friends in the West. The rij!i'i cf Ir.dians in 
this area were extinguished by treaty (27 Stat. L 640), 
dated December 19, 1891, lolified by Congress Mordt 
3, 1893. and proclaimed by the President August 19 
oi the same year; the Hectty became effective at 12 
o'clock noon of flie I6di of September. This area there- 
by became a part of the Territory of Oklahoma in ac- 
cordance with Ihe act of May 2, 1890, and was open 
to settlers. The Cherokee Outlet was not the same as 
the Cherokee strip. The Cherokee strip w« a port of 
the Cherokee country about 2V& miles wide just north 
of the 37th parallel, now a part of Kansas. 

On June 16, 1906, an enabling act for the admission 
of Oldohoma os o Stole was passed by Congress 04 
Stat. L. 267), the new State to consist of 

•!1 that pari of th« am ol Ih* United Smim now oonatuullnij lh« 
Tmitory «l Oiel^an* and ih* Indian Tcntlory « praiaat d«Mrib«d. 




FIGURE 36.— Historical diagram of Oklahoma. 
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The bounds of the Indian Territory, as defined In 
the act oi March 1, 1889, were as follows (25 Stat. L 

North ty the Sla:e ci Kanui. easi (li* Stales of MIsbcjti and 
AikwAS, »cu'.h by tl.s ZWi^ r! 7«X'>». and west by the Siste ot T«as 
Md (h« Tvrritoty oi Nvw Mexico 

The people of the two Territories having adopted a 
constitution, the President, by proclamation dated 
November 16. 1907, declared the admission Id stats- 
hard :-Lr:ii lete (3S Stat. L. 21Cni. 

For desL-npticns of the boujidarles of the State of 
Oklahoma os now mctrked, see Arkansen, ]XKre 120.' 
Missouri, page 1 18; Texas, page 122; KaRSOB, page 139; 
and Colorado, below. Gitlinger (1917) contains many 
references to boundaries as well as a history ol the 
chanqes in the territory from 18D3 to 1906. 

A sot of diagrams illustrating various stages in the 
change of the Oklahoma area from Indian ownership 
to statehood was prepared by George Pomley and 
printed by the Wdbb PubUahins CSa. Oldohoma Qly, 
in 1917. 

COLORADO 

A concerted allempt was made in 19S8 to organize 
the "Slats of leflorson," which was to incltide (he pres- 
ent area of Colorado together with large areas now 
wilhln the limits of Nebraska, Wyoming, and Utah,- 
but by popular vote in 1859 it was decided to orga- 
nize o Territortol government instead. A governor and 

0 leqislolure were elected and held office until 1861, 
when the Territory of Colorado was established by act 

01 Congress (Paxson, 1904, p. 92; Smiley, 1901, chap. 
32; CbmpbeU. 1922. p. 62-«5). 

Cblorxido was organized as a Territory on February 
28. 1061 (12 Stat L 172), with the same boundaries as 
at present, belitg mode up bom parts ci (he Tenritories 
of Utah, New Mexico, Kansos, and Nebraska. (See figs. 
27. 4S, 47.) The name given to this Territory in the bill as 
it passed the House was Idaho: but it was changed to 
Colorado in the Senate. 

The boundaries were described in an enabling act 
(13 Stol. L, 33). approved March 21, 1864. as follows: 

That Iho s.iid jl.irrj of C^rilrTA'^u shall consist uf 1hi? t©rrii''Ty 
inrludcd wilhtn tho follcwing K-undario*. to wti: C-mmonnn-^ a; a 
poir.t fornod by Itio irioTsc.-1::?n □( ttiirty ;;c.'vctil;i do<3re<i cA 

ncilti laillude w.^b the Iwon'y filih di-giee c! Icn'ii'^-lc wuel Itora 
Waahlntjlun; exiendirjij Ihen-e duo wsb! «I:ni7 said lhlity-»©vonlh 
deqrr'«> of ncTih lativjdt' :c a yio\r\' Icim^i hy i'b intcrs^r'ton ■with 
!ho thirty sflccnd cini^re-^ cf lon^iLido wcist ir-jm V,'ftshinq1cn; thor.ro 
due nnrl>i aioog s«id Ihirty-tcccr.d d>?gTon nf wssi lonqiluda to a 
point IctmMi by ill iniantctlon w;th iht.- loi'y iint dogiM of notik 
UUtude; tbaiK* due mm alona aald loMy-At&i degra* el aonh IbU- 
tud* to « point hmai by tia Inianacdoii wMi tlw iwwitr-ElMi dagiv* 
of lenqifaida wa«t b«m Waihtnqloi; Hwnce dwa aevlh alenq add 
hMAly-Iihh daqta* o< wact lengiloda. 
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A conslltulion formed by a convention held in 1864 

in accordance with this act was rejected by popular 
vote; a second constitution formed by another conven- 
tion, in 1865. was accepted by a smoll majority. Con- 
gress at Its next session passed an rrri for the admis- 
sion oi Colorado lo statehood, but .i was vetoed in May, 
1866, by the Pteeident. The principal reasons given for 
this action weie scanty population ar»d ihe small ma- 
lority resuldng from Ihe second vole C030 against 
2.875). Furthermore, it v. ic ciaica Ihrrl t-.c- second voting 
was held without lego! authority. Another act for the 
admission of Cblorodo was vetoed In 1867 br isoaons 
similar to those previously given. (U.S. Cong., 1897, 
p. 413-416. 483. 489; Thorpe, 1909, v. 1, p. 470.) 

A third enabling act (18 Slot. L, pt 3, 474) v.-.ih ut 
change in boundaries, was approved March 3. 1875. 
The conditions of the act having been complied with, 
:lio ^'r> r.ident by proclamation dated August 1. 1876, 
declared the admission complete. 

For reference lo the survey and marking of ihe east 
boundaiy, see Kansas, page 139; end lor 'ho nnrth 
boimdary, see Nebroska ixige 138, and Wyoming, 
page 145. 

The south boundary oi Colorado was surveyed in 
1858 59 from the southeast corner west to the 103d 
meridian, by Macomb. 

The act of March 3. 1873 (17 Stat. L 517} provided 
for the survey of the eastern !>art of the south bound- 
ary of Colorado from the southeast corner of the Slate 
to the 103d meridian and also for the survey oi so 
much of the east boundary of New Mexico as lies be- 
tween tho northwest corner of Texas and the 37th 
parallel of north latitude. These surveys were made by 
Tohn 6. Major, U.S. deputy surveyor, in 1873 and 1874, 
and were approved by the Commissioner of tho Gen- 
eral and Office July 29. 1874. Tho field notes are filed 
in tho Cxirlcgraj hic Fiecords Division, Naiional Archives 
and Records Service. A survey of the boundary lir» 
between Colorado and New Mexico from the 103d 
meridian westward was authori2ed by act of Congress 
approved March 2, 1867. This line was surveyed and 
marked in 1868 by E. N. Darling, U.S. surveyor, pre- 
sumably on the 37th parallel of latitude; but subsequent 
Investigations in Ihe vicinity of Edith, Colo., slwwed 
(hat beNreen the sfzlh and eighth osbonomical monu- 
ments '•• (there were 1 1 in all), gross errors in alinemenl 
and measurement existed, there being an offset or iog 

»rw4wcitpa«N at irina af Ihaaa Maiim. aaa Sadl (19*. pv. I$l-ltt). 
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of nearly half a mile In (he vicinity of the 212lh mile 
mark. 

To locate the line where original marks were miss- 
ing, file Stale o( Galorado. in 1901 {Colorado Session 

Lcv.va of 1901, chap. 37), appropriated funds for the re- 
establishment ot the Darling line between slie sixth and 
•ighlh astronomical monumenla. The act requiied that 
the field ncti^s and r'^ts be filod with the secretary of 
Stale ol Ctloiaic, :u be accepted as conclusive evi- 
deno* In all cases in Colorado courts in which this part 
of Am aouthein boundary was in qMaatiorL This work, 
dons In 1901, by State autfiority dene, was not ac- 
cfc-t 'eri or :t; proved by Congress and was therefore 
not binding on New Mexico, which was then a Ter- 
rltoty. 

In 1902 Congress authorized the resurvey of the en- 
tire line between the Slate oi Colorado and the Terri- 
tories of New Mexico ond Oklahoma." This survey was 

executed by H. B, Carpenter in 1902-3, but the joint 
rMolulion passed by Congress for its acceptance as the 
legol boundary was vetoed by the President.-* The 
Carpeni:;' !tnn dif^prs materially from the Darling line, 
being cciiiidciaiLly north of it in certain places and 
south of it in others. At the east end the Carpenter line 
is more than half a mile north oi the southern boundary 
OB surveyed in 1858. On October 19. 1919. permission 
was granted to the State of New Mexico by the U.S. 
Supreme Court lo file a suit against the State of Colo- 
rado for a seldetnenl of this boundary dispute. The 
opinion of the Court, dated January 26, 1925 was in 
favor of Colorado and a resurvey ol the boundary line 
as marked by Darlincf in 1868 was ordered (267 US. 
41). The Court held that the Darling line was the cor- 
rect one because of its origmal acceptance by Colo- 
rado and by the Federal Government, regardless of 
ils errors and the Ismporarr use oi the Carpenter line 
by the General Land Office. After the veto of the reso 
lution for the acceptance of the Carpenter line, it was 
no longer used lor the survey of the public lands. The 
decision oi the Court was that the Darling line should 
be reestablished from what monuments could be foimd. 

-n St*l. SSt Sw VX Ctoos. <iMU) lof • dHerlpliaB «l lUs and IIk 

190B. p 451 452 Ths r«&ian g;v«n \c.t lh« v*lo ih^t Colorado Im4 

nol «cc«r'*J ""i probablr would not tl« u>. ti U would lak* 

Irom that St4l* a itrip ot lAjid lor n«arlr iti whol« ler)Qlb ID which th*r* 
w«f« a conudvrabto number ol a«<i]«r» and hve post oflloM. TlM ditcu»- 
ttM Mill p(«GMfa|l Ik paMa«a «< dw UM MWhlMM W ^ Moiua i* 
SltM iii Uw CtongnHlonal BMgni DMtwlMf It IMI. 



In 1917. a par! ; f lli;^ hne had been rerun by W. C. 
Perkins ol the General Land OHice. This pari was be- 
tween Darling's mileposis 202 and 241, east of his 

astronomic station 8. The Perkins line was monumentod 
with iron posts, and wiss accepted by the court. 
The Court appointed Aiflnir D. lOdder of Am Bureau 

cf Lr.r.d Mrtr. moment f'hon the Gcnpr'?! L^tnd Office), 
a:j coa.ijiissioner lo leiiurvey !iie Daumg line. lA nieii- 
dian telescope that he used in his work is shown in 
fig. 37.) He supewlBed the fieldwork, which was de- 
layed In execuHon owing to shortage oi funds, the 
costs being paid by the Stales concerned. The report 
was prepared by Joseph C. Thoma, who was appointed 
commissioner following Mr. Kidder's death In 1958. The 
final report was submiiled in three parts on February 
1^, May 2, and June i, 1960. It was approved by the 
Supreme Court on October 24, I960 (364 U.8. 296). 

The instructions of the Court were that the Macomb 
and the Preston monuments were to be controlling 
points in the survey. The farmer monument had been 
sot in 1859 in ihi- survey mentioned above. The latter 
was set by L' vi 3. Preston in 1900 when he retraced 
the Major line 2''2 miles eastward lo the northeast 
corner of New Mexico, (See Oklahoma, p. 140.) 

Kidder besjtm at the Macomb monument, which he 
replaced by a concrete mcnumont with a bronze tablet. 
From this point Oat 37'00'G0.29 ' N.. lomj 103'02 49.97" 
W., 1927 N.A.D.) he first ran the line east lo the Preston 
monumenl and then west, retracing Darling's line. He 
tied to all the Darling monuments he could find, set- 
ting concrete posts with brense tablets each mile on 
the line between them. The iron pests set by Perkins 
were taken up, set in concrete, and replaced in their 
original position. He destroyed all the Carpenter monu- 
ments he found, except those known to have bec?n -jjcd 
as points of reference for local surveys. Such monu- 
ments wore preserved, and only morks Identifying 
them as boundary markers woro removed. 

The closure at the west end U ilie iine was on the 
point established by Bobbins in 1875, (Seo New Mexico, 
p. 163.) This mark is deserving of more than passing 
notice, as it is the only one in the Untied Stoles that 
is the common c r : r,'. [i ,ir States. A new si ::'e ■■■■■'is 
set by Page and Lutz in 1899, replacing the original, 
which they hod found damaged. In 1931, Bverett H. 
Kimmell, surveyor of the General Lar.d Office, ror lcT'^-^d 
the stone with a conaete monument now there. lis 
geodetic position is lot 36''S9'56.30" N,. long 109*02*- 
40.24" W. (1927 N,A.D,). 

Because oi the unique character oi this boundary 
morleer, the Department of the Intertoi placed on orna- 
mental concrete slab around the monument in 1962. It 
is 26 feet square and is oriented with the cardinal di- 
reeUons. The names Aitaona, Utah. Coloiado. and New 
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Mexico with the seal of each State appear in the proper 
quadrants. (See fig. 38.) 

This position was used as a starting point in 1879 for 
the survey of the west boundary of Colorado. The sur- 
vey runs north to the Wyoming line, a measured dis- 
tance of 276 miles 51.66 chains. It was expected thai 
this line would intersect the south boundary of Wyo- 
ming about 30 chains west of the 261sl mile mark, but 
the line as run was nearly 1 mite farther west (262 miles 
28.58 chains). A sandstone block 30 by 20 by 6 inches 
was set 18 inches in the ground at this point and 
marked "WYO" on the northeast, "COL 32° W L" on 
the southeast, and "UTAH 41. N L" on the southwest 
face. 
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The explorations of John Wesley Powell. Director of 
the U.S. Geological Survey from 1881-94, added to the 
knowledge of the topography crossed by boundary sur- 
veys of Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming (figs. 39, 40). 

The Colorado-Utah line was retraced in 1885 and re- 
marked with stone or cedar posts from the south end 
as far north as milepost 209. Between mileposts 81 and 



FIGURE 37.— Meridon Telescope used by 
Arthur D. Kidder, astronomer and sur- 
veyor of the General Land Office ,in 
1902-03, for determination of longitude 
of boundaries of New Mexico, Okla- 
homa, and Texas by astronomical ob- 
servations. 
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89 the line was lound to diverge toward the west 
7° 10', an error which at least in part accounts for the 
failure to close as expected on the Wyoming line. The 
initial mark of this line was thus described in 1885: A 
stone 7 feet by 12 by 6 Inches set 3 feet in the ground, 
and marked on the northeast face "COLO 37° N L." on 
the southeast "N NEX 32" W L," on the southwest 
"ARIZONA." and on the northwest "UTAH 1875." 

Between the 100th and 110th miles the positions of 
two boundary marks wore determined by the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey in 1893 (Bowie, 1914, p. 100), one in 
lot 38''27-46.l6' N., long 109=03'33.52" W., and the 



other in lot 38''33'56.4r' N., long 109°03'33.66" W. (1927 
N.A.D.). These longitudes show that the line in this lo- 
cality is nearly half a mile west of Its statute position. 

WYOMING 

Wyoming was organized as a Territory on July 25. 
1868, from an area previously mcluded in the Terri- 
tories of Dakota, Idaho, and Utah. Its limits, which are 
the same as originally established, ore defined in the 
following clause from the act creating it (15 Stat. L. 
178): 

Thai all itvat part of the United Slates descrkbed as loUows: Com- 
moncing a: ih« intersoclion the twenly-aevenlh meridian oi lonql- 
tude wo»! !rom Washington with the ioity lillh degree of north lati- 
tude, and running thence west to the thirty-lourth meridian ci west 
longitude, thence south to the lorty-lLrsI degree ot north latitude, 
thence east to the twenty-seventh meiidian ci west longitude, and 
ihoncs north to the place of beginning, be. and the same is hereby, 
crqanized into • temporary government by the name of the Tenitory 
of Wyoming. 




FIGURE 38. — Junction of four States: Arizona, Utah. Colorado, and New Mexico. 



Wyoming was admitted as a State by net of |uly 
10. 1890, with boundaries as above described (see iig. 
34, 26 Slat. L 222). but f1 was 

I'liil iiliil. TKjI nolhing in this art conla^ned shall io(«5l oi 4(f?;1 
any 4cl of Con'jresj telaiin^j lo the Yullowstono Naiicn*! Park, cr 
tho rocoTvnticn of the f>i:k u now deiined, oi as rr-ay bo horoatlor 
dufinc^ or cilori'V-d or 'hf r*iwer of the Uni^sd Sta'.os ever it; ' * ' 

Wyoming has xh^i ii-jat to serve crimitinl or civil writs 
in its portion of the park, but otherwise the United 
States has exclusive jurisdiction and control over it 
(26 Stat. L 73}. The original boundaries of the pork were 
given in the act ostabhsliing it, dnied March I. 1872 (17 
Slat. L. 32). Extensions were made by act approved 
Mardi 1, 1929. 

The north boundary of Wyoming was surveyed in 
1879 80 under llie General Land OHice. Beginniiiij at a 
post set ]n 1B74 for the northweet comer o( the Slate, 
J}»e lino v/as run eastward, checked by a number of 
ol^crvirlions igr latitude, for a distance reported as 347 
mllea 43 chains, Tho marks wero nearly all wooden 
posts in small mounds o( earth. The eastern terminus 
of this line was on the meridian of 27* wesl of Wash- 
ington as marked in 1677. Tho mark left at this comer 
was replaced in 1904 by a 6-loot stone post, the geo- 
graphic posilion of which is lot 44<'S9'5I.4S" N., long 
104'03'25.77" W., 1927 N.A.D. (Bowie. 1914, r. 93-) 

The survey ol the south boundary of Wyoming was 
made under the direction of the General Lar»d Office In 
1873. Beginning at a mark established in 1869 for the 
intersection of the 41st r-fifnllel and the 27th meridian 
west of Washington, the line was run westward, 
checked by six astronomic determinations of laUludss, 
to the computed location for the 34th meridian wesl of 
Washington. To find the proper position for ths; n. -n- 
dian, on astronomtc station was established at Evan- 
Blon, Wye., the longitude of which was found to be 
SS'SS^O.SS" west of Washington. From this point a 
line was run due soutfi lo a matlc on the boundary 
and thence west 4 miles 4.54 chains, lo n rcml where 
an &-foot sandstone post, appropriately marked, was 
set 3 feel In the ground and surrounded by a pile of 
rocks. The .measured length of the south boundary of 
Wyoming was found to be 367 miles 48.81 chains. 

Geographic posiUons on this boundary have been 
delcrminod os follows: Boundary mark 44, a sand- 
stone post ptotecling 4 ieel above ground stands about 
1 1 miles wesl <rf aoulh from Cheyenne In lot 40*59'53.71" 
N. and long 104"53'33.58" W (1927 N.A.D.). This is said 
to bo the only permanent boundary mark for several 
miles In either direction. ^4Jieposl 239 has '.jcom tied 
in to the IrianguiaUon oi the U.S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. Its position is !at 4r00'O0.23" N. and long 
1G6' 3G'!C 99" W Tli- : usilion of the stone that marks 
the southwest corner of Wyoming is lot 4G°59'52.52" N., 
long 11 1*02'45,90" W. (VTilson and ofheis, 1901, p. 2CB.) 
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A considerable part of the souflt boundary of Wyoming 

has been retraced by the General Land Offios in con- 
nection with the surveys oi public lands. 
The west boundary of Wyoming was surveyed and 

marked in 1874. Beqlnning at the mark of 1873 at the 
southwest corner ol the State, the line runs due north 
for a measured distance of 277 miles 72.66 chains to 
a point wfiere a 30-inch pme post 10 foot long was set 
3 feel in the ground and surrounded by a mound of 
earth and stone. The position for the intersection with 
the south boundary oi Idaho as marked in 1871 was 
41.38 chains north of the 69-mile point and SS.70 efaethw 
west of the mark pireviously established for fhs initial 
point oi the Utah-Idaho boundary survey. 

MONTANA 

The Territory of Montana was organized by act of 
May 26. 1864, from a portion oi Idaho. Its limits (figs. 
34, 43), which hove been changed but slightly, are 
given as follows in the organizing act (13 Stat. L. 86): 

Tn«i al! !hat pari ot llw territory ol tho Unfod Siat(.>3 in.-lud»d 
wStlim the liadls, to irtlr CMMMDCiflii at a fj-Lint fc -med by the Inter- 
McUoq tl th* lvranty.nvanlh daqtM et lonqitiMte vreat Iram WmIi- 
taqlen with iht lady-KRh daqiM «E nonli iMiMda; ihnoc* dw wan 
Ml mU iDMHiflh deem ol klitud* to • petnt tcraMd br H* intw 
MciloD wlih ttw ihlily-ioiiiiii iivtn* ol iM9itwd» wm« turn W«thi«ir- 
tow thmn 4im souHi dgng Mid Aitiy-fMHili d«9Me H lenfilMd* to 
{It iiil*(*artion wilh the leily-teurlli d«Qree and (trirly mInutM of 
ticrih latitude; tljer..*- d^* weal al'-.n i Mid fofly i: ^tth dctjiee and 
thiiiy mini^'eB ol ncrth l4'lliid« tc- a roini termed liy its inier&'~.--:i-in 
•-tfith 'he 'Tijtf of tho H.>-ky W"'Untains; thpr-o lollnwing lho rrcst 
cl rh*) Fir:-^ky Mrjunfain.-j not'hward till I's inlorsoriim with tho Bivef 
?.C'-1 t.fr.un'airis: thenrc rioT'fiward al^nrj itic crest cJ said Bitter 
Rcol M.iunuins Ic^ I's mtois«:;ion with lho thlity ninth deiree of 
loii^ji'ude frum Washington: thence alcno said thirty n;nlh do 

greo ot k>nqllud« nofUivraid lo the boundity '..no rf tho British 
peaMMionii Uivnc* Matward alonq sairt houndary hno to tho twcr^ty 
MVMitli dagm fli lonqitwd* wmI bora WMlilngton: iImim:* aoulh- 
ward al«B7 aaid twantytawanili daqraa c4 Iaii9itiida to dw place 
•A beglanUM, b». and iha aama b haraby. craatod Intoi a lanpoiaiy 
qevarnnMit t>y Ih* naim e< iba Tmliary of Moniana. 

Figure 41 shows the vista along part of the boundary 
between the United Slates and Cnnoda along the 49(h 
parallel near Gateway. Montana. 

This act took from Idaho an area bounded in part on 
the south by Ihe 4Slh porollel and on the west by the 
Biltonoot Mountains. The creallm of Wyoming Ter- 
ritory in 1868 took from Dakota Territory the greater 
part oi the area that had been restored to it by the 
Montana ad, which extended vrest to the Ccnttnenldl 
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FIGURE 40. — Boundaries ol Wyoming. Utali, and Colorado as surveyed. 
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FIGURE 41. — Boundary between the United States and Canada along the 49th parallel near Gateway, Mon- 
tana. The vista is cleared to a distance oi 10 feet on either side oi the line and recleared as necessary. 
Photo by International Boundary Commission. 
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Divide and noilh lo th* point where the divide inter- 
sected flie paronel of 44'30'. but left cr triangular oiea 

ct about IV2 square mi'.^s west of lor.q 34* V/.. south 
of lot 44''30' N., and east of the Continental Divide that 
stfl] belonoed lo Dabetar. TWs area was given lo Monr 
'an : by tho act of 1873, whldl described It OS follows 
[see fig. 23; 17 Sbal. L 464): 

nil all dint porflnn of Dtlwto Tmlioty Irln« wMt of ilw «m 
hundrad and •lownth maridteo oi lon^iude wht::h. bf «n MiaoMut 
dailatdon of the bcundarlos ol laid Tetttiocy by ft fomwr act ol 

Congrej-., rmur.a d.n'.i-hcj jnd '-i^'m' lio;ri Dakota proper 

two hundrad niiias. uo. and li.i.' shii.<j is hereby, atlachod lo :hQ 

•dleinlnq imttUety «i MenlaM. 

The act should have d(=?. rribt^d 'he area as being west 
of the 34th meridian west of Washington instead of 
weet of the 111 th meridian, for the Greeawidi meridian 
was not mentioned in tV.e former r.cl 

The enabling act 125 Stat. L. iildi, whidi included 
also provisions for the admission of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Washington, fixed their boundaries "as at 
present descsibecl" 

The presidential prod amotion armouncing the adtr.is- 
sion of Montonia as a Stole was dated Novembm 6, 
1889. 

The ?,::u'r. Moundary ol Montana was surveyed and 
marked in 1679-80. under the General Land Office. 

The land included in Yellowstone National Park was 
set aside previous to the admission oi the State of 
Montana. The north boundary ol ttw park lies about 
two miles within the Slate, as does a port of Its west 
boundary. T1i:l; overlap causes an unusual situation 
as the area is not included in any county. The census 
of 1970 gives the number of inhalillanis as 64. The 
area Is 269 square miles. The legal status is described 
by the term "Exclusive Legislative Jurisdiction" in 
whicli the Federal government has received ail fiw 
outhorlly o! the Stale exr-erl •.h'^ lifjlit to ser/e process 
resulting from activities which occurrec oti the land 
involved. 

See Idaho, page 157, and Wyoming, poge MS. 

That port of the west boundary between the crest 
of the EiMorrno- Mour.l-nins ond r'r.o Canadian border 
was surveyed and marked in 1896-99 by the U.S. 
Geologiced Survey. (For a detoiled report of ttds work, 
see Goods, 1900.) 

In the attempt to place the boundary on the 39th 
meridian west of Washington, the surveyor used an 
oslronoroic datum, with ffte Inlllid point at Spokane. 



He measured a five-mile base line along a kangeOt 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad east of the city and 
then triangulated across the panhandle of Idaho. The 
position of boundary post 12 of this line has been de- 
termined by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey lo be 
lot 48»S2'33.48" N.. long 1I6»Q2'52.98" W« 1927 NA.D. 
This position Is some 600 feet east of Qie 390i meridian. 
(Goode, 1900.) 

The remainder of the western boundary was sur- 
veyed and marked by stone or 3-inch round iron posts 
in 1904-6 under the General Land Office. The total 
measured length oi the Idaho44ontano boundary Um 
from tho Canadian border to tho Wyoming line is 
about 738 miles, ol which the first 70.7 miles is tho 
meridional line, the next 355 miles is olon i the crest 
of the Bitlenoot Mountains, and the remaining 312 miles 
along the Continental Divide. The west boundary of 
the Yellowstone Nat, era', f-ark crosses fills line obout 
2Vi miles west oi the Wyoming line. 

For reference to the survey of the northern Ixjuridary, 
see page 21. 

The survey oi the east bourKlary oi Montana on the 
27th meridian west oi Woshinglm was undertoken In 

1885; tho initial position had been found by measure- 
ment from on astronomic station on the Northern Pacific 
Railway 6 miles 28.S1 chains to the west, where on 
cxchanac' of timr si-rr.al- had boor, mado by 'elograph. 
r:oi:i !lie point Eiius ioutid a laniiom Lna was rua scuth 
o r j 45th poralleL The mark at the northeast corner 
of Wyoming on this parallel, as established in 1880, 
was reported to be 70.68 chains west of the 27th meri- 
dian as fixed by the random line, A point for the 
intersection oi the 45tb parallel and the 27lh meridian 
(the soudieost comer of Montana) was marked by a 
stone post, Eoth these corner marks v.' ore replaced in 
1904 by 6-foot cut-stone posts. See poge 145 ior the 
geogrophic position of the Wyoming comer. 

From the point marked as the southeast comer of 
Montana, the line was run north to the 49th-parallel 
boundary, a measured distance of 276 mllM 27.80 
chains. The Northern Pacific Railway was crossed at 
133 miles 63 chains; the Yellowstone River, between 
mileposts 195 and 196; and the Missouri River, between 
mileposis 207 and 208. Most of the marks on ttiis line 
were wooden posts, many of wfilch have since been 
destroyed. The part from the 193d to the 218th mile- 
post was retraced in 1901, aitd ihe poets were found 
to be jsoorly oltned, varying as much as 50 minutes 
to the east or v.-o,-t for r. single rr.i'o- 

The geographic position of the southeast comer of 
Montana is lot 44«S9'59.19" N. and long !04*02'2a83'' 
W. Farther north (at lot 47° 12'41.45" N.) there is an 
accurately located boundory mark, the longitude of 
which is 104''02'39.88" W. TMs mark is an old oak 
post. (Bowie, 1914, p. 93, 94J The longitude of tfie ln> 
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tersecilon oi the east boundary line with the northern 
boundary oi the United Stales is 104°02'48.13" W. 
These values lor 1927 N.A.D. 

CALIFORNIA 

The act of Seplembor 9, loh'j ;9 Siat. L. 4a2;. adnjitting 
Coliiotnia into the Union reads in pari aa follows: 

WhaMM Uia paopl* «( CrtliiomlA H*ve p«ea«niad » constlluUan and 
utod MkakriOB tele iM Unleii ' ■ ' Be it •nacted ' ' ' tb«t llw 
StiM ol aUfomta hiaU be «m and la hataby daclarad to ba oM 
ef 1b« Un«ad Slatot of Amafica and adninad inift Nm Unien «d 
aa aqiial loottn^ with lha otUjliia] sialea to all caapaela whalavat. 

The conslilutton of California describes the bound- 
oiias of file State as follows (Thcrpe. 1909, v. 1, p. 405):** 

CMDmaiKinig al Ifaa poM of latanacHaB ol iMtr-Mceiid daqta* al 
■mhK laflhida witb (ha ana hundivd and IwaotMli daqiaa cf tonql- 

tuJe wf^ii from Grc'onv/.-h anrt running aoulh on lbs Hoa ol aatd 
ono hund.-' il and tweni.eth Qc-ri;fe c! weal longitude until II Irlei- 
soc".!! Iho Ihirtv r.in'h drqroo c) north Ii'lfucip: Ihon lunniriT in » 
Btraig-h*. iinw :n a aou'hoaslcrSy d;rc<:::-jin to •hf- river CnLDraaa. At a 
r :lr.t where LI Interned! &.« thirty lillh J-.-arcr ol notlh laii- 
'■i-i'?: •fitrn:f Jowr. tho rnld'^l-_- li( the channel cf said liver "o the 
h-iur.d.»r/ lino ! fween flie Lrnif? i St5!os an'-' M.^xlcc as fut.ibllshod 
by 'li'-* trca'y ci I<1ay 'iU, Ir-lS; thtncA r-unnin'.; -rf'.'ct ar.d al-:i-.t r-fti i 
fcoundjiy lln'.' Ii. iKe rj-ifit- OrMn. and ei't?nd!m lh'>t'>in thfo-' 
Cnr}li&h miles; tunning In a n«thwaat«ily dxeciisn and foUcwin,^ 
liia diriKrtton of lha PackEIc coaat lo ibe (ony-aecoad dagraa ci north 
latiiuda; ihanoa on the Una ct aald (orly-aaoond daqfaa of north 
laitiiida la lha piaew <t htnjtiminq. Also all th* iiland*. harbar*. and 

h.iyr, alcnij ar.d adj3.'>nt (l- the P»--i!ic '.-dasI- 

Calilornia is pan ol the territory acquired from Mex- 
ico by the treaty ol Guodalupe-Hidalqo, between the 

United States and Mexico, p:oclaim«l July 4, !648. 
From that date until DTCcinbor 20, 1649, wiion the Stato 
constitution was odoplod and a yovetaor elected, the 
future Stale was govemsd by the commanding oHicer 
of file U.S. militory forces, Brigadic-r General RiUy. 
Thus California never had tlij status of an organized 
territory, but was admitted directly into the Union. 

To delennine the proper position for the northeast 
corner cf California (let: -M'^ N.. Icnq !?.0' W.\ an 
astronomic station was established at Camp Bidwell, 
where more than 3,000 measurements of lunar dis- 
tances wore said to iiavt^ haen made for loiKjilude in 
1868- 69. The position for the corner was comruted lo be 
9 miles 56 choins north and 4 miles 78 chains east from 
the ofcieervaiory. From the comer thus found, the line 
was run west a distance of 212 miles 26 chains to a 
terminal mark 12 cliains from the short" of the Pacific 
Ocean. The 1927 N.A.D. position oi this post is lot 
41«S9'54.65" N., Jong 124*I2'28.3I" W. The mile marks 
aiony the line consisted of wooden posts or small stones 
having "O" cut on t!ie north side, "C" on the soutli, 
and the mile number and dal<^ cn the other sides. This 
survey was made by D. G. Maicr, U.S. deputy surveyor 

•Tor • briol ;«v .^w r f ih« •v«itli thai rMutlad in Um adepHon ei 
ihs boundiMc- c-.tr it a> oi prManI fiaad, and al anmpM la 

change thaffi. s«« Gainn (190&). 
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and astronomer. The field notes ore taaaa^ Am reoofds 
of the General Land Office and are filed tn the U.S 
National Archives. 
The 12001 meridton boundory behveen Caliiomlo 

end Nevada north of Lake Tahoe was first surveyed 
in 1860-63 and a second lino was run in 1868. How- 
ever, die official survey, v/hicli still governs, was made 
by W. A. Von Schmidt, U.S. deputy surveyor, in 1873. 
Von Schmidt ■.. - to Vordi to a station on the Central 
Pacific Railrt - : ^nov.- part of the Southern Pacific 
Lines) and es' itshed lelegraphie communication with 
San PranctS'.- 'here fliere was an astronomic station. 
After do' ; his longitude by difference in lln-.e 

he meosui i over to the 120th meridian and started 
north alontj it from Oystal Peak. When he reached 
Smokr-y '.>:^«k, he received instructions that his line 
must run south from the point established by Major 
in 1869 as tho northeast corner of California, the mile- 
posts to ha numbered from that point. He therefore 
let; h\?. li".e and began a new one nmnlng south from 
M'l -r s monument. Reaching a point opposite the 
northend of his earlier line, he meosiued east and 
found ihe distance between the two lines to be 3 miles 
and 24.51 chains. Because he felt certain that his longi- 
tude deternuDotion on the railrood was much closer 
than Oial of Oie infttod point on Ihe Oregon border, he 
v/as inclined lo accept the former, but hesitated dis- 
regard his ordeis lo begin at tho corner set in IBbS. In 
his report, he slated that after considering the fact that 
it was tho intent of Congress that the boundary should 
be 120" west of Greenwich, he decided lo set a naw 
initial pcint on the 42d parallel. 

Von Schmidt computed the convergence of fhs meri- 
dians for the difference in lalihide and subtraeied this 

value from the east-west distance between his two 
lines. He then surveyed easl from Major's monument 
3 miles 18.73 chains to a point for Dw northeast comer 
of California where he set a post '.^t'l Icrn and 8 
inches square in a mound of stone. A Iriangulalion 
station of Ihe U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey (Nev.* 
Ca!if.-Ore. Ecc.) is 117 feel southwest of the post mark- 
ing tho corner. The coordinates cf this station ore lat 
4r59'41.36 ' N., long 1 19''59*55.60" W. (1927 NJ^.DJ. 
The field notes and the report on ^s survey ore In 
the U.S. Notional Archives. 

From this point Von Schmidt ran the line south, 
setting mileposts on the boundary. He made a salis> 
actor y closure in the easl-weat direclion wUh his line 
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north fiom the railroad and continued to lh« north 
shore oi Lake Tahoe. 
The gap of more dian 3 miles between Ihe monu- 

mcn:s cf Major and Von Schr.udt was not monumented. 
When the fractional township at the northeast corner 
of the State iras surveyed in 1879i Ihe Qorfh<4outh sec- 
tion lines wero closed a jainst the line between ihc 
two monuxnenls. These closing corners serve to maik 
the Slate boundary. 

The oblique boundary line between California and 
Nevada, liom its northern terminus in Lake Tahoe to 
its southern terminus on the Colorado River at lot 35° N. 
was originally surveyed under authority oi an act oi 
Conqress of 1860. Several surveyors took port in the 
work r.'i :r..ivf>ylng this line, among thom Lt Joseph C. 
Ives, who made astronomic obsefvations for position 
at the Colorado River end of the line and on the south 
shore of Lake Tahoe. For determination of '.-igi'uHe 
at the Lake Tahoe site, he had the use of a icl@<3ic!ph 
line to San Francisco. 

The first complete running of this boundary was by 
Von Schmidt in 1873. His mileposts were numbered in 
continuation of Ihe line bom the Oregon border, num- 
ber 211 being near Ihe southeast comer of the laice. 
He ran a random line, computing an admuth to close 
on the position established by Lieutenant Ives. His 
closure on this point was 20 chains. He found that the 
river had changed its bed by a distance of a mile and 
a half. In reply to his request for instructions from the 
General Land Office, Von Schmidt was told he should 
make his own decision as to the intersection of the 
middle of the channel of the Colorado and the 35th 
parallel as he saw it at that lime. Inasmuch as the 
Ivea sLi.-vey hod never been accepted. 

Work on a resurvey of this boundary was initiaied 
by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey In 1893 and 
crnii le'ed in 18S9. No fieldwork w-is dons- i:: 1?.96 and 
1897. In the annual report of this agency for 1900 (Sin- 
dalr, 1901), it Is staled that corrections to his random 
line were distributed by Vcn S :liinidl only along the 
south one-third of his line. New determinations of lati- 
tude ond longitude were made for 6ie terminal points 
on the line. The position of the river chir-rc! a' the 
35th parallel was chosen as a point midway between 
file cut bonks between which Aie river meandered. 

The random line for the new survey was put in by 
triangulation. beginning at the Lake Tahoe end. The 
final boundary marks were ofteet frcm Ifals line, by 



whatever amount the adiustnient required. Most of the 
marks were wooden posts surrounded by a rock cairn 
3 to 5 fee! hbjh. '.n :-. total dialance of 405 miles, 137 
monuments wero set. Thesa monuments, scribed with 
the letters "C" and "N" on the appropriate sides and 
the number on the northwest, mark the accepted bound* 
or/. Fifty marks of the 1873 survey were recovered. Th« 
litif^ surveyed in 1873 t:rjSL-:es llie Coa:-;! and Gocdof.c 
Survey line twice and at one place is over a mile 
northeast of it. 

The principal islands cbiixied as port of the Slat« 
of California axe: 

Santa Cokdina and San Clemente. 20 to 50 miles oft 
the const, included in Los Angeles County. 

San Nicolas, 60 miles from the coast. Included in 

Vcn' I.I 11 '^'u'„nty. 

Santa Cruz. Santa Rosa, and San Miguel, 20 to 25 
miles from ttie coast, included in Santa Barbora 

County. 

Tliese and many smaller Islands passed under the 
control of die Uniled States in consequence of the 

treaty of Guadalup«-HldaIgo. The question of sover- 
eignty over these islands has been roised several 
Hmes, die dalm being mode fliat as diey were nol 
mentioned in the treaty of 1848, Mexico had not given 
up its title to them; but it is evident from the following 
rsisrences that it was generally imdarslood afier the 
treaty was signed that the islands were a part of ths 
territory ceded to the United States. 

A general assertion of jurisdiction of the "islands 
adjacent to the Pacific coast" was made in the State 
consHlutton of 1849, which was formally approved by 
Congress in 1850. 

In an act of Congress approved August 31, 1852 (10 
Stat. L. 91), an appropriation was made for subdividing 
these islands, several of which were mentioned by 
name, "so that said islands may be readily disposed 
of under the laws cf the United States." 

The U.S. Supreme Coiir: -;t :ic Tocember term, 1859, 
decided a cose relaiiny lo u la:.ii grant on the island 
of Santa Cruz (23 Howard 465), in which the claim was 
based on a Mexican grant oi 1839. The question of 
lurlsdidion of the United Stales over the Islaiid was not 
brought up, although it must have bee:5 considered. 

Patents hove been issued from time to time by the 
General Land Office for land on he several islands, 
and reservations have been mode on behaU cf fliB 
United States for lighthouses. 

So for as can be ascertained, no formal adverse 
claim to these islands has ever been presented by 
Mexico, and in view of the foregoing facts it is certam 
that none can now be mode with a hope for favorable 
consideralion, CIS T rt of *h.^ fnterior. 1895. p. 105.) 

The south boundary oi Caiiiornia from the Colorado 
River to the Pacific Oceon is also the intsmalional 
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boundary between the United Stales o-.-.d Mexico. For 
description of the survey of tlais line by the ioint inter- 
nortlonal omnniiseion In 1849, see page 28. 

Owing to the continual shilting of the bed of the 
Colorado River, the Slates oi Cdliiornia and Arizona 
executed a compact on Monndi 12, )963, to fix flmir 
common bo;:r.da:y The compact sp'^^''^^ thai a joint 
commisslo:i v. culd define the boundary m such a man- 
ner that further movement of the river would not affect 
it. Near the south end ol this boundary, the bed of the 
river has not been conlined by the topography as it 
was farther north. Because determination of the posi- 
tion oi the midchannel at the time Caliiomla entered 
the Union would be difficult now, It was dedded to 
place the boundary line in a position thai would pro- 
vide an equitable distribution of the land that l>ad heen 
affected by the movement of the rlveibed. (See Og. 42J 

The compact called for the determination of the posi- 
tions of 34 points by precise geodetic methods. The first 
of these points is at Iho center of the river where the 
Caiiiomia-Nevoda boundary interaecis it. The 34th 
point is at the iniernolioned boundary with Mexico. 
Twelve of these stations ore on structures over the 
river. Some 20Q additional stations are identified on 
aerial photoqiaphs token for the purpose, and their 
coordinates measured and computed by predie aixs- 
lytical photogrammelry. 

Where successive points fall in the middle of the chcoi- 
nel of the river, the boundary follows the stream rather 
than being a straight line bsetween thom, the aerial 
photographs being retained as evidence of the posi- 
tion. The controlling points are considered suHtdently 
dose together and flie river stabilized to the extent 
that no problems .v juld arise. Co:, noss approved the 
new boundary on August 11, 1966 (80 Stat. 340). 

The revfeed boundary is described in detail with 
drawings, geodetic positions, and descriptions of angle 
points in Technical Bulletin No. 27 of the U.S. Coast 
II jd Gx)delic Survey (Simmons, I96S). 

The extension of the international boundary into the 
Pacific by treaty in 1972 (see page 46, territorial wo- 
ters) provides that the boundary shall begin at the 
weslernmoet point ol the mainlond boundary. (See p. 
26, survey of the Mexicon-ColKomia boundoryj It 
extends seaward to a point tliat is the intersection of 
two arcs of 12 nautical miles radius, strucic from Point 
Loma In U.S. territory and Ihe Cbronodo Idonds In 
Mexico. The series of straight lines connecting the sea- 
ward extremity and the terminal point on shore are 
arcs of great circles. Tlie straight lines represent a 
practical simplification of a line drawn in accordance 
with the principle of equidistance established by the 
Geneva Convention. The positions of the points where 
these straight Imes intersect are shown on the chart 
aimexed to the liealy document (lUS 7313). 
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OREGON 

The Oregon region In early days was a source of 
many disputes (Mowry, 1902, chop. 7) betv/een the 
United Stales and Great Britain, nearly to the point 
of war. tt wos claimed by Oie United Slates at different 

times as a part of the Louisiana Purchase, by right of 
discovery, ond as a part of the Spanish cession." In 
the convention of 1818 with Great Britain, ioInt occu- 
pancy for 10 years was provided. This status continued 
until 1846. when Congress by loijolution authorized the 
FY' old' ir, la give notice of Its disconHmiOOCe. The 
United States at that time claimed the ana as lor 
north as lot 54''40' N., but by the treaty with Great 
Britain of 1846 (see p. 181 the disputes regardim title 
were forever setUed and the 49th parallel was made 
the norihem boundary. 

Thjc' Teriilor/ of Oregon '.vas organized August 14, 
1848, with boundaries described as follows (see iig. 
43. 9 Stat L. 323): 

* ■ ■ alt tba'. pan of ft* tMrllWr ot AlS XUM IIMS wtMl MM 

west c! ;tie summii of lit* Reeky Mounlatm, nortli ol Ihw iMiy. 

secyMii ir i-n.i 1 T. f.h Islllude, known as lti« T^rrltoiy cJ Oteqail, 
shall i.c cryar.ued inio and ccnslllute a temporary qoverntr.en) by 
Iho njimo of the Teiillory of Oregon. 

In 1853 Ihe Territory was reduced by the formation 
of Washington Territory, and on Februory 14, 1859 (H 

Stat. L. 383), it was admitted as a State with its present 
limits. The boundaries were described in the Slate con- 
■lilutlcn of 1857 as follow* (Thorpe, 1909, v. 5, pw 3015): 

Baqtiniimr en* nwrtn* id sm due WMt from th» petal wkw* 

ih« ioHy-Mooad phOtHtl el neMh laltaida tnteneelt Hm msm; Umbim 

nontierly. al III* un* dlal«)c« from llw tls* ef Ow eOMi lying wwt 
and C'Pt-asice Ihe Stale, inrludlng all taUndt wUMn tlie iuriadleflen 
ci Ihe Unii<^d S'at«>. to a point dje w«st and oppoaile Ihe middle of 
the nntih ship channel of Ihe Columbia River: Ihence easterly lo 
and up ihr tr.lddl* channel ol sa'.d river, and. where St is divided by 
islands, up the middle cf the widest channel iherool. and in like 
manner up Ihe middle ci ihe main channel of Snake River to the 
mouth of Iho Owyhee River tbenc* du» touih la Ihe parallel of 
lati-udo forty-two dograsi north] Ihaiiee wmI along said parallel to 
liie |3lae« ol baqlDiiliiv, ineiudlna iiuitdlclion in civil and criminal 
taan upon th» Celwndito Hlvar and Snake River crncurrenily wWt 
StalM and TmHorlet of vrliidi ftoM river* lenn • lieuadety cen- 
noM with llita Staler Bnl tlie Ceawe** ^ <!<* Untied amee, in punvld- 
iB9 ler III* edtntHtea ef Hit* State into Che Uatoo. nar iMike iDie 
aald aenharn toundery eenfana to the act c*aailn9 the Tmnery el 
Washington. 

For a briel outline of the f»in!;lp!<«» (jnvtrnln^ acqutdtion ol lefrllory 
by diicovcry and occupalion, ::ce Qjrt¥r:lM j ^Ueor- lour. Brttbane. 
Awatraita. 19£3. v, 38, p. El This arbcle conuina a relereoce (o lite 

Cretan di«uM. See atae Schatar UMI, 9. Zn-a» and Moera (Itai. 
V. I. «iia|L 7 «d SI. 
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FIGURE 42.— Th© Caltfomlo-Atteona boundary as fixed by compact between (he two States. 



Uigiiiztxi by Google 



The U.S. act of February 14, 1859, conduded flw 
desaipiion as {oUows {11 Stat. 383): 

* * * to a point nw Foit Wal]«-W«lta, whw* llw iailr^Mh pmXM 
c! north Utilvdv cto««s said rt*«R Ikum «a«l «A W)d ptrtlM to 

fho Tnidcilo oi Ihe main ch«nnel o( lh« S3lMhe«ne« M SASk« Rt*M; 
thonco up Iho middle of miln channel o( oald ilvef. to ;he mculh 
o! the Owyhee RLvet; Ihence due aculh, 1o the parallel of latitude 
foity-'iwo degtpes noilli; diMiM WMt. akflv nld pmlM. to llw 
plK« «i bvqinning. 

The Oivgon-Washlnqton boundary on the 46th par- 
allel, between the Sriake ond Columbia Rivers, was 
surveyed and marked in 1863-64 under the direction 
d fhe Genera! Land Office. The latitude tued was 

derived from more than 500 observations with the sex- 
tant Two observation stations were occupied, ono near 
the fool of Cathedral Rock on Ihe Columbia, the other 
near Cottonwood Cri^rl: rn 'he v.'r,~A side of the Blue 
Mountains. A random lin<a v/ai r^ii between them, 
which showed an cq>porent diHoronce of latitude of 
4". The iinal line was run on ihe meon latitude. Marks 
were set at mile Intervals for 42 miles east from Ihe 
Columbia, then at irregular intervals over Ihe Blue 
Mountains. The measured lenQth of the Ime was 96 
miles 57 ehabu. The eostemmosl mark, which was 
ploced 3 chains from the west bank of the Snake River, 
was a 7V2-foot post 12 inches in diameter, marked "W" 
on die north, "O" on the south, and "46 L ISBT' on the 
east side; it was set in a 6-foot .rile of stones. 

By a joint resolution approved June 10, 1910. Con- 
gress gave Its consent to Oregon and Washington to 
fix their common boundary in the Columbia River and 
to cede, the one to the other, islands the title to which 
had been in dispute. Owing to the contmual shilling 
of the main channel of Ihe Columbia River, it was de* 
dded to define flie boundary by a series of tangents, 
the ends of v/hich wore recorded geodetic positions. A 
compact was made by the States of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, and Congress approved Ihe new boundary on 
July 31, 1958 (72 Stat. 455). These straight lines connect 
191 points between the mouth of the Columbia and Ihe 
point wliere the boundary leaves the river and con- 
tinues eastward along the 46th parallel. These lines ap- 
proximate the channel cf the river, and a point is estob- 
lished on Ihe centerlines of bridges and dams cross- 
ing ihe river. Point number one, at the mouth of the 
Columbia River. Is lol. 46«1S'00" N.. long. 124«05'00" 
W. (1927 N.A.D.) The scav/ard end of Iho boundary is 
i marine leaque due west of this point (at the same 
krUtude). 

The meridian boundary between Idaho and Oregon 
from the middle of the main chatmel of the Snake 
River ol the moulh of the Owyhee southward to the 
calculated position of the ''i2d parallel, was surveyed 
and marked in 1868 under the direction of the General 
Land Office. The latitude of fhe north end ol Oils line 
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vras determined from more Qian 300 sextant observa- 
tions as 43"'18'41.1" N. Tlie position lor ihe south end 
was? also determined from sextan! observations. The 
measured length of the line was 124 miles 17.2 chains. 
The marks consisted of wooden posts, small stones, or 
mounds of stone. The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
in 1915 located a point on this line near its north end, 
the position of which is lot 43'^43'2U4" N., long 1 17^01'- 
32.70" W. (1927 NJI.D.). For discussion of the south 
boundary, see California:, p. 151, and Nevada p. 15B. 

WASHINGTON 

The Tenilory of Wadilngton was organised March 

2, 1853. from a part of Oregon Territory. (Seo fi^ 43.) 
lis original limits were defined in the icliowing clause 
from the ocl of Congress creating H (10 Stat L. 172): 

Thai fii-fn and allpr iho passage of this act all Ifaal pcr!lon ct 
Or^cn Terrltciy lyina and holnq reulh of Ihe farly-ntnth deijr<>« 
of r.onh latitude, and r.rjrlh ct ihf itUtidle cl \he main channel cf Ihn 
Cf^lumhia River from its lac jlh lo where Ihe lofty sixth doqreo of 
nc.-lh U'liucie >::C3Jta said iivei. neat Fcrt V.'alia, thcnct- with 

said !o:ly Bixlli d*- jjeo c; lalltudfi to thn summtl ol the Rocky Maun- 
lains. be orgamzfJ imo and rcnatitii-o a lempoiary govanwaOTil bf 
tho rano cl tho Tonit:?ry of Wasiiintjlon. 

In 1859, on the formation of the Slate of Oregon, the 
residue of the Territory of Oregon, the part extend- 
ing from the east boundary of the State to the crest oi 
the Rocky Mountains, was added to Washington. This 
area, together with the part of Washington lying east 
of its present limits, was included in Idaho on the 
formation of ihot Territory in 1863. 

The present boundaries of the State of Washington 
are as follows: Beginning at a point 1 marine league 
due west of a point at the moulh of the Columbia River, 
the boutKlories follow a series of tangents which ap' 
proxlmote lh© moin chonnel of the river lo Its point of 
intersection with the 46th parallel of latitude (sea 
Oregon, above); thence east on the 46lh parallel to the 
Snake River; thence down the main channel of the 
Snake River lo the mouth ol the Clearwater; thonce 
north on the meridian which passes through the mouth 
of the Qearwoter to flw boundary line between (he 
Unlt&d Slates and the British possessions; ihence west 
with that boundary tine to the Pacific. "- 

Washington was declared n uii.!;- 1 os a Slate by 
proclamation dated November 11, 1889. with its limits 
defined as above (25 Start. L The «idbliog act 

)*Sm wilcdH ntdMg t» ite MMl«m teuadMy Hi EIIMI (lUa*, M. 
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was derted Febnxirr 22, 1889. 

See pnge 20 for reference to tho survoy of the northern 
boundary, bolow ior survey of the eastern boundary, 
and p:K;$ 135 Idr Am aufv«y of fl» faoundary on fbe 
■46th parallel. 

IDAHO 

The Territory of Idaho was formed March 3, 1863, 
from ports oi Washington. Dakota, and Nel»asko. (See 
flqs. 34. 35, 43. 44.) Its original llmlls, which Included 
the present States of Idaho and Montana and all bat 
the southwestern part oi Wyoming, were given as iol- 
lowB In (he Qd organUng the Tenltory:** 

Thai all thai part ol Iha tOTrilory of the Uuted Slates Included 
within the ioHowtng limits, lo wit: beginning at a point In the 
Riiddl* channel oi the Snake River whete the northom boundary 
ol Oregon jnlorsvcis the same; then fnllcw down said channel oj 
Snake River lo a poini opposite th- it. u h ol the Kooskooakta. ot 
ClMTwater Hlver; ihencs du* notlb to (be totly-niolh PH«U«1 of 
kiihid*: ihence east along said parallel to lh« IWMilreMMlh daqiw 
ol lengilud* wmI oi WMhtagien; ihtoM Mulh deog mU d«4fM 
of laagHud* to A* aordiWB bowidwy tt Calerade Twriiaiyi thnp* 

•II SM. L. BOe Foe hUtodMl akalch oi the lorautlon ot Ibe TirrtMry 
•I Who Mft WaiUnglon t^nMmMr RWoilral SocMy (1990). 



won alasq aald bouodarr to Ih* Ihlity-^hird dograo oi longHiido 
g| WutdngioK ItMiiw ngitti dsas Mid dwM le (b* kUf Heoni 
pMdM of ItWod*; HiMMo WMt tleng Mid ptwPri to Hi* m«mb 
keitndafy ot ft* Slal* of OMqen; (h*ne* aetHi slanq Mid tsaundaiir 

lo tlif- I li o( beginning. 

In 1864 the Territory oi Montana was iormed Irom a 
port of (his oreo. (See p. 145.) FVom onottwr port 

together with a part transferred fn Dciy.ola by the act 
oi 1864, the Territory oi Wyoming was formed in 1866. 
These chonges reduced fiie llmKs of Idaho lo (hose 

described fnllov.'s ir. the net cA ndmission lo state- 
hood, approved July 3, 1890 (26 Stat. L 215): 

Boglnning m lb* mHi M cll ae ol Ot* Iblity^ilt raoridian wMi A» 
bounduy Una beweeo ihft ItalMd Sum and Iha lUOtt ["wwiiIcm. 
lh«n kliowlng said — rtdlMi moKi until tt iMcbN dw NMMlt ol 
Hm Bittor RqqI MgoaWin; (banc* aoalhMilwaid aloBQ Ih* cmM ol 
tti* BlKtr Hoot rang* and Iha coottiwolal 4i«td* until fl iat«r- 
Met* the meridian ol thiity lour degtMS el tonglliidas fhanoB ioiltli- 
wud cn this meridian to the Icrty-seccnd paraltol of lattlvde: the»c« 
west on this parallel of latlluae i: ;t5 Intersection wJh .i rr.f ririlm 
drawn through the mouth oi ■nf' Cvyhee River.- mf'r. rn rr.ori. 
diiin ij 1^'"' nouth oi the Cjv/yho*-. Hiver; thence d-^wr. Ihn .-r.id ri.ficir^L'l 
of (i^o ^nako RivoT lo the niouth of the Clearwataf Hivec: and 
thence rvorlh on the meridian which passes through the mouth o( 
the Clearwater to Iha bouaduy Una balwaaa Iha United SutM and 
the British PoflMMdoiM. uid aul M Mid bouodiir Um 10 Km rtooo 
oi tMgdMtnQ. 

The wset boundary of Idaho from (he mouth of the 

Qearwater to the 49th parallel was surveyed cmi 
marked in 1873 by iloUin ). Reeves under contract 
with (he Genettd Lond Offloe. Kb-. Reeves vras very 

conscientious in his efforts lo comply with rVie descrip- 
tion set forth in the territorial act placing the boiondary 




FIGURE 43.— Historical 
diagram of Woihlnglon. 
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on n mend. an passing through the mouth of the ClecB'- 
vratsr. This definition involved locating the point oom* 
man to the cenlerlines of the main channel of bolh !h« 
Sncj:e and the- Clearv("a'er. St^vern; exiiedje::!:-; were 
tried lo locate this point, one being a floating keg tied 
by a rape is a stake at Ihe polnl of kmd belwesn the 
two rivers. The stroriL? curionts pulled the keg under 
Finally, he was forced to select an approximate posl- 
Uon. Thrae Govemment ofiidaia happened to be in 
LewstoTi rrt ihc time, and the surveyor cskfld them to 
coniirrn lus judgment, which they did. 

Mr. Reeves was toieed to slop work due to winter 
■wprr'her crr.d )ac]z of food supplies. Ho v.-ns only 1 mile 
sho-rl ct rte-aclun-a the Canadian b-cuadai-y. This line was 
retraced by S. S. Gannett and C. L. Nelson of the U.S. 
Geologteal Survey in 190B.** It woa extended to the 
49ft parollel and Hed to tntemotkmal boundary monu- 
men: 195. Tl.o ii;.e marked by 177 stone or iron 
posts. Boundary monument 12 is at lot 46°3S'S7.06" N., 
long 1 17«02*I9.47" W. (1927 NADJ. 

The east meridian boundary, from the 42d fxirallel 
northward or a measured distance of 245 miles 56V^ 
chains, was surveyed In 1B74 under the direcHon of fbe 
General Land Office, and a mark was set on tr.o as- 
sumed crest of the Rocky Mountains (the Continental 
nvlde} for the comer common to Idedio, Montano, aui 
WynmirtcT. From this incrrk dcng thi? ctps' cf 'ho moun- 
tains to the iniersection with Ihe 39th Washingion meri- 
diaa fhe survey wen mode in 19IM-6 by fiw General 
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••Sit,-, Martbdl (1911) lor dMcnplioas el 
r*pe«l Mid plat ol iJm Um t i»tiue»4. 



Land Office. The surveyor who ran the line in 1906 
found Ihe trl-State mark about 6 miles tco far norfli. 
He 'horcforr- replaced it wllb a nsw mark In the COI- 
reeled position. 

The 39th-merldlan boundary ai6"03'02 3" west of 
Greenwich) was mentioned on page ISO. Ninety-IWO 
metal or stone marks were placed along a measured 
distance of 70.7 miles. 

For reference to the northern boundary, see page 21. 
and for the southern boundary, see pages 1S8-160. 

Yellowstone National Park is mainly in the Stale of 
Wycm ii 1 1 ui i's western boundary lies in the States 
of Idalio and Montana, being 2^ :, miles west of Ihe 
WyomltKr bolder. This land is under "Cxecullw Lsgis- 
lative Jurisdiction" of the Fodcral Government. The 
term applies to situations wherein the Federal Govern- 
ment has received oil fbe ouOioiltr of flie Slate exospt 
the right to serve process resultillQ from activities that 
occurred off the land involved. 

bi 1931, Congress granted its consent for the States 
of Idaho and Wyoming lo adjust their commcr. bound- 
ary (46 Stat. 1039). A commission was appointed con- 
sisting of an engineer bom fhm Deportment of flie hi- 
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FIGURE 44. "Hjslorlcal diagram of Idaho. 
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terior and one commissioner to represent each Stale. 
The cemmimlon held Ihree hearlnos in loooti 

munilies in the area crossed by the bound ar/, to ]eain 
the desires oi local residents. 
Owin9 lo (he mounloinouB dioractor of tfw reolon, 

there had been some agitation to adjust the boundary 
line so as to place eoch ol two valleys entirely in one 
State or the ofher. At flie hearings, tho greet majority 
of thoso present disapproved of any change. The com- 
mission so reported lo Congress, and the matter was 
dropped (U.S. Cong.. 1933, 2d Sess., S. Doc. 212). For 
flw meridian boundory between Idaho and Oregon, 
see Oregon, p. 155. 

Interesting reading on the enrly history of Idaho and 
its creation as a tetritory is found in "The Idaho Hert 
lage," a collection of hislorioQl essays edited by Rich* 
ard V/ Elulain and Bert W. Motley. Odcdio State Uni- 
versity Press. 1974.) 

NEVADA 

The Territory of Kc-v:-da, a;, crnanizod by act of 
March 2. 1861, consisted oi territory token trora Utah. 
(See fkr. 4S.) The following ore tt» boundaries as 
described In the act (12 Stat. L. 209): 

* * * bsqlimlno tt Ih* pOM ti imwMctlaii of lb* loitr'iMoad dvquM 
at nMih luiiuda wuh iha ilblity>iiiBiI) day** «i IgnQjiuci* wwsl from 
WHhlnatani ihane* niiuiiiig •MUh on ikt lint «( atid tfiiiiy r.imh 

(kvsrw of wmt lonQllude, unlll tl iiKereeds the nMtttnn beun Jary 
lino c! :hr- Terri;cry cf New Mexico: ihence du* wos" "u the Jiviiiin-; 
lidiio ncp.«<i'ing th" waiori ^1 Cfl:scR Valley from rhofp thai Uov.' 
into Ihc ?3cific; thnn-*i on ^lu^ ridqf nc:ihward]y 'o tho k'r.y-i:rii 
de^tao ol nctlh latiiuciv: lhatvro diM ncith to iM scuihern litcundaty 
of Hm Sum of OngoQ; thane* dw wt te 1h» plao» ei lieqinnln?' 

The limits thus described included a small area to 
be taken from the State oi California. It was therefore 

ProrW#«f. That «o much of Iha T«rrftorr w.rhSn ihn precant Itmii* 
of S'jv- r_! Ca'.-.i.'tr.ii s):a\\ n^r' hf inr-lu.icd within lhi» TtrrilOiy 
unLil Irw State oi CalllQinlA &hM iaanrnt to ths sftme. 

Caltfornla having (ailed lo cede flie territory west of 

(he I20lh meridian,'"' Congress by act of July 14, 1862 
(12 Slat. L. 575), added to Nevado a strip oi land more 
Oion 50 miles wide, ivest of the 36th meridian Irom 
Washington and extending from the north lino of New 
Mexico to tlte 42d parallel of latitude. The boundaries 
as described in the enabling act of March 21, 1864 
(13 Slat. L. 30), were as follows: 

■ Bm CUUMa SMal* low. te IMI. s^ OH and for IM, p. 91Sw 



That (he said Diaie of Nevada shall cotmsl o( all Iho (arrirory in- 
cluded within tho lollowinq boundailes. to w:l: Ctmmendnq at a 
peln! [tjtnied by the intt-rsftiicn ol tho thir1y-«i3hlh d*-gt«« ol kn-jl- 
tuda wad item Wathtnqon with Uw lhirt]r-«*venih dontee oi nocth 
iMlluda; flMMM dua wait iIgbs aaU fhWy-aevcnth da«te« of nocdi 
lauiuda to Hw aaalani beundiir llii* «l tha at»ia «l Calilaraia; thane* 
is a north waamlr dbaediea atonq Iha Mid aaatam bomidHy Ibi* 
«l Iha Mata e( CftlUaaila 1e tha torly^Mnl daqtaa el kagttwla W9«l 
fren WMhtngioa- ihmica noflh alonv lorly.lKlRi dagioa ti wast 
lonr;ilud9 and Mid nastom tDundary Una el (ha slala ot CalilomUi 
lo ih>^ ^;:ty i«cinr.d dcq:eo ol ncMth talltud»; lhanc« 4ua aail along 
Iho said Inrly-.iccand duf^tco ci noith UHtude to a pcini fnrmod by 
Its inirripriicn With tho afijtesaLd thirly-ol^hth degrco Icnqiiuda 
v.-eii lij:r. V.'ishir.ii;.-.: ll.or.r.„- du9 a'-'iih dov r :;i.J tliitly^lqhlh 
dsqtee ol west loivntude lo Iha plaos ol i»»ginning. 

Nevado became o Slate by presldentlerl proclama- 
tion dated October 31, 1864. 

An act approved May 5, 1866, hitther enlarged the 
area oi Nevada by ^e addition of territory laken from 
Utah and Arisona, described as follows (14 Stat. L 43): 

Thai, aa pwrUM Icr and eonaanlad to in iha eannihuton of Iha 
SMa of Navoda. all thai tantloiy and Inei ol Ind adioliilne 1h* 
praaaitl *a«Mm beuadaty ot iha Stala of Navada. and lying batmaan 
Iha lhirly<iavaiiih and tha tofiy-aacend daqieaa ol north lalituda and 
waal el Ih* Outly-iev^-nth dc'Ttff- ot lonqituda woti o( WaihtiiQlen, 
Is hsreby added to anci rrndo a pin ol ih« State et Kavada. 

T;-it lliere ie h<>roliy addrd 1j and made a j-atl Ilie Si-jtv 
Nevada a'.l th.il niipnl ci Ir-Trilciy lyinj wiihln the follo'A'in.i 
l^r-.undarif.-.. iv wit: Ccmrnonc:n j on th* Ihitty-aev^nth di-ciie« oi nor'h 
latitude .11 'Ho thirty spvonth drqtoe cl Isnqilude west from Wash- 
Ijji-jloii. and tufinin j lh*nc-e so'Jih on said d^ir^o ci Irr.qii'udo to tho 
mjdjlo cl ilie ilvet C'lotado c; the V.V.'.t; thon-o d^wn ti:n middl--- 

b'ii^i rive: to t]io ^-ostrtr. br^ur.d.iry ot thi? Si-"*'" r.f Calvf-jniia: ll;en"t> 
nofthwsstarly alonq said boundaty ol CalUotnla to the Ihtrtysevanth 
d«<9i«e of Tioith latiludar and thatiea aatt alen^ said dageaa of lalKuda 

to the pcini ri brainr.inc. 

The present Stole of Nevada according to statute "* 
is now boiutded on die east by the 37th meridion of 

longitude west of Washington, on the south by the 
middle of Colorado River to the 3Slh rorallel, on the 
southwest by the California line, on the west by the 
12Qth meridian oi longitude, and on the north by the 
42d p<irallel. 

The north boundary of Nevada was surveyed in 
1873 from an initial point on the Utah*Nevada line, 
v^ose lolltude hod been carefully detemtlned in 
1871, westward to a post sot in 1868 for the northeast 
comer oi California. The measured distance was 310 
ntiies 48 chains. The marks ploced on the line were 
mounds of ecrrlh, wooden posts, cr zrr.j'] s'C'Ties. This 
line passed the meridian boundary between Idaho and 
Oregon at 152 miles 72 chains from the nottheost corner 
of Nevada and 4 chains south oi the terminal mark 
of the 1868 survey. 

The boundary following the middle of the Colorado 
was further defined between Davis Dam and the Call- 
fomlo-Nevoda line by o compact between Nevada cmd 

■>EDabllng ad ol IIU {13 Stat, t- Oi «rilli addiiiani ol 1K6 04 S«at. 
k «t. 
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Arizona thai was approved by Congress June 16. 1961 
(75 Stat. 93). It invoLvra 31 points, chosen in the middle 
o( Ifas rivor OS it was looortad al fhal time. Becnings 

and distances are given belwesn successive pcints 
and from monumented points v»rnicii ore horizontal con- 
trol stations of the Nartkncd Qaodslic Survay or 
of ihe Public Land Survey. 

The east boundary of Nevada, which follows the 37th 
mer.dioii v/*='o' ci Washington, was surveyed in 1870. 
The longitude for the initial point was found by direct 
measuFement east from Pilot Peak, whose latitude and 
longitude had been determined by triangulatlon from 
the Salt Lake City astronomic station. The assumed 
longfitude of Pilot Peak was 1I4»04'55.4" west from 
Greenwich; the latest delermination (19391 ry the U.S. 
Geoiogical Survey is n4''04'35.56" (1927 i; A.D.). The 
initial point thus selected for the boundary v/as in fll© 
middle ot the ttocl^ of the Central PodUc Railroad inonr 
the Sou^em Piodfle). From this point the line was run 
ncr:li%\'ard " mcTsured dis'anctJ cf 4u vi.i.s:- 4 J tdi'i^ns 
to a position which sextant observations indicoted was 
Ihe 42d parallel oi krtitude. In 1871 a Ion? series of 
observations made with a zenith telescope showed that 
the mark at this point was too ior north; consequently 



Maik L«tltud»(N.) tjonqilode (W.) 



Konumcnl 4]*20'3Z38" IU'02'22.87" 

Woodm pod 4roi'15.92" ]H'Cr27.7\" 

Do .^^ 40'56'06.87" IM'02'29.23" 

Btt «)'S8'24,36" H4'02'29.37" 

Vam Mkm lO'W'lMi" ll4*ltt'43JW 



For a discussion of the CaliioRiiaJfevada boundary, 

see California, p. 151. 152. 

UTAH 

The Monnons settled In Utah in 1847. In 1849 Ihey 
organized a lerrilOTtal qovemment wfaidi Ihey called 
Deseret. 1 m ; delegate seni to Congnss was no( recog- 
nized by that body. 

Utah was established as a Terrilory by act of Sei>> 
tember 9, 1850, and included part of the area acquired 
from Mexico by the treaty oi Guadalupe-Hidalgo. (See 
fi9. 45.) lis Umils are given In the follov/tnq extract from 
the act by which il was created (9 Stal. L. 453): 

All that F'rl c! the iprrUory o( the Unitod Siator. included wllHin 
'lie (::llcwlr.q lirr.Us. lo wil: bc-^ini-otj on "tie wcil by "h* S'li'e c! 
CatUotnla, on lh« ooflh by ill* Temtaty ol Cietian. and on ths 
«*M by the uimmll o( die Reeky Mountain*, and on ihe asmli bf 
ihv Ihlrty-savenlh part1I«l oE iwalti htttud*. b«, and th» smim b 
(Mnby. cTvatvd inio ■ tvcnporMy qorvrmnsnt. t>y 1h« nun* ol (h* 
Tsrriiory cf Utah. 

This area was reduced by the formation in 1861. oi 
Ihe TeiTitaries of Nevada (see IS9 and Cblotodo 
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it was moved soufii I mile 12 chains in 1873. 

From the initial point the line wc?, ;h--. ran south lo 
the Colorado River. At a point 1.16 chains south of the 
rollrood tradk a granite shaft 8 feet high, lis top dressed 
to 1 foot square and suitably marked, was placed in a 
pile of rocks, and 298 miles 56 chains south of the rail- 
road a mark was set for the southwest comer of Utah. 
This mark was later found to bo too far north and in 
1901 was moved 1 mile 31.51 chains south. (See p. 
160.) The distance as then measured, from the initial 
point oa Ihe railroad lo the Colorado River, was 356 
miles 23.76 choins. This port of Ihe line as well as 4iat 
north of the railroad was marke-d v/iih wooden pOStS, 
single stones, or mounds oi earth and stones. 

The following positions on Oie boundary line between 
Utah and Nevada have been determined by the U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey (Bowie, 1914, p. 105-107): 



Mark Ljlitudo (N.) I^ntjltude (W.) 



Lino stako 39'58'57,40" 114'02* •45,59" 

Do M'sa-'ie.ie" ii4"02'23.i7" 

Wcnurr.ent ........... 39"09".15.C6" :M'C2'S2.31" 

Itno ctak* 38'0O'$0.9O" 1M'Q2'43.31" 

Oe »'00'47J»" 1H'02'S8.4I" 



(see p. 141) and in 1862 and 1866 by the extenfltofis 
eastward of the limits of the State of Nevada. 

The present boundaries of Utah arc by statute as 
follows: Commencing with Ihe Iniersection of the 42d 
parallel of latitude with fite 34th meridian of longitude 
west from Washington; running thence soulh on this 
meridian lo the 41st parallel oi latitude; thence east on 
this porollel to the 32d meridian of longllude; thmce 
south on this meridian to its intersection with the 37lh 
P<ira!lel of latitude; thence west upon this parallel of 
latitude to its Intersection with the 37th meridian 61 
longitude: thence north on this meridian to its inte^ 
section with the 42d parallel o( latitude; thence east on 
the 42d parallel of latitude to the place of beginning. 

The enobling act ior Utah (28 StaL L. 107), approved 
July 16, 1894, fixed its boimdaries "as at present de- 
scribed." The admission tc statehood v/as declared in 
efiect by the President's proclamation of jonuory 4, 
1896. 

The Utah-Idaho lino was surveyed and marked in 
1871 under the direction of the General Land Office. 
The initial point was fixed by reference to an ostron' 
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omical station near ihe Eoai River. Hie i>osltlon for ih^^ 
tenninal mark was determined by a long series oi 
observalions lor latitude with a zenith telescope . The 
Initial mark was a wooden post 8f feet by 12 inches 
by 7 inches, marked "34° WL" on the east. "UTAH" 
on th« southw«si. "IDAHO" on the north west, and "42 
L 187)" on die norlh. trMdi was sxinoondad by a large 
pile of stones. From this point a line was r^n tiue v. est 
a measured distance oi 153 miles 56 chains to a point 
where an 84ool eedat poet was set in a mound of 
rocks and s iMably marked for the common corners of 
Nevada and Utah on the Idaho line. A mark set in 
1870 for these corners was destroyed, the new mark 
being placed 1 mile 12 chains farther south. 

The Utah-Arizona boundary, on the 37th parallel of 
loUlude. was surveyed and marked in 1901. The mark 
set in 1870 for the southwest corner of Utah was des- 
troyed, because observalions for latitude showed that 
it was 1 mile 31.51 chains too far north. A new corner 
mark was established 7.88 chains south o| Ibe SOOlh 
mil* marie of tfie Nevada boundary survey of 1870. 
This mark consisted of ci snndslcnp i-ziz' fri k-r-', hy 16 
inches by 12 inches, set in a pile of stones and marked 
*TJEVADA" on the northwest. "UTAH" en the north- 
east, "ARIZONA" on the southeast, and "37 N I 1901" 
on the southwest. The line was run thence due east, 
diecked by five latitude stations," o measured distance 
of 277 miles 5.18 chains; the line intersected the post 
at the southwest corner of Colorado, set in 1875. The 



"roi dMcriptiaiw at Ih*** •laiicm*, <m B«ali (it2i, p. 2&9)> 



mark for each mile of this line Is a slone i.ost or iron 
pipe. Between the lS2d and 153d mile marks, the line 
passes ovw a sandstone butle, fiw summit of which 

rises about 1.000 fee! above the rlaln. (See fit?. 46.) 
Surveys by the General Land Oiiice in 1927 show that 
them Is a break in this line near long 110*30' W. (T. 43 

S., R. 13 E., Salt Lake bcse and meridian), milepost 197 
he'mq 33 chains (2,178 ieet;> farther norlh than milepost 

199/- 

For reference to the survey of the west bo\mdary of 
Utah, see Nevada, page 159; and for reference to the 
east boundary, see Colorodo, page 143. For the bound- 
ary with Wyoming, see page 145. All these lines were 
nm under the direction of the Generad Load OfRoe. 

NEW MEXICO 

The original area of New Mexico was taken in part 
faom the region tronsfsrred by Mexico to the United 

States by fho Ire^n'y of Guodnlune-Hidalgo and in part 
frojii tl»e ;orii'.ory ceded by Texas. (See p. 26, 122; figs. 
29, 47.) The act of Ongress of September 9, 1850, fix- 
ing the northern boundary of the Slate of Terns west 
of the 103d meridian and providing for the payment of 
$10 million to tlial Stale for '.and "o h-n ced^d to tbs 

United Slates, provided also for the creation of the 
Tenllory of New Mexico, when the iransacHan wtOi 

Texas was crmplolod. Tb.o formation of this Territory 
was armounced by presidential proclamation of De- 
cember 13, 1850. 

The hoimdrTdfis fixed in the ocl of 18S0 were thus 
described (9 Stat. L. 447): 



UmI an ilal pccttoB of Ih* Miritarf tt Om UnUad j 
«■ ioUom: Baqtanlns at • point in IIm Cbtorado tUnmt. whiw* 
bgimdaiy Ihw willi ilw ItvpoUie «( l4Mico UB il M tiM MUM 
«niw«tdhr with th» Mid iomvUxy Jina to Uva Rio Grand*: 

fetlowlnij «i» main ctiaimai ef Hid rivaf to Hw paiilM af lha IhlMjr' 



*^ r^-z tbflh^f fd.iding on lh» 




FIGURE 45,— Historical diagram of Utah. 
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Mcond d*qr«* of nonh Ulltuds: thence east with Mid dfrgree to Its 
tn;»rs«<-tion with the one hundr9d and third degre« o( longitude 
wast o! Greenwich; thence north with said degree of longitude to 
tK* parallel of thUly-elghlh degree cf north Latitude; Ihence west 
wuh said parallel to the summit ol the Siena Madre: Ihence south 
with thQ crest of said mountains to the thlrly-sevsnlh parallel ol 
oorth latitude; thence west with said parallel to lis intersection 
with th« boundary line ol the Slate ol California; thence with said 
boundary lino to the place oi beginning— be. and the same is hereby, 
•reefed Into a temporary government fay the name of the Territory 
of New Mesico. 

There has been considerable uncertainty as to what 
mountain range was intended for the west boundary of 
New Mexico and the east boundary of Utah between 
lc3t 37° and 38° N. as fixed by the acts of 1850. The 
name Sierra Madre used in the New Mexico act is one 
given to many widely separated mountain groups. 
Emory (1857b, p. 40) refers to Sierra Madre as a general 
name for the mountains along the Continental Divide. 
On some old maps the name is given to the nearest 
mountains east of the Rio Grande between 37° and 
38°. This group is now officially designated as a pari 
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of the Rocky Mountain system. On other old maps the 
mountains west of the FUo Grande between 37° and 
38° are called Sierra Madre. These are now known 
as the San Juan Mountains and are a part of the Con- 
tinental Divide. 

On the Melish map of 1818 the Mexican State of New 
Mexico is shown as extending north to lot 38° N. and 
Including the Rio Grande basin. The Carey and Lea 
map of 1822 gives the boundaries of New Mexico be- 
tween lot 32° and 38° N. as irregular lines including 
the Rio Grande basin. The Tarmer map of 1846 of the 
United Stales of Mexico shows the western line of New 
Mexico as extending to about long 107°30' W. between 
lot 37° and 38° N. and Including the drainage tributary 




FIGURE 46.— Butte on the Utah-Arizona State line. 
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to th» Rio Grande. Tha Dlstumell mop of 1847, relsmd 

to in the troa'y of ! 848 with Mexico, shows New Mexico 
as extendtiis; :.o[tli to lot 40" N. and west to long 
iQ9' W., including the Rio Grande basin. A map of 
New Mexico compiled by 2d Lt. John C. Parke, pub- 
lished In 1851. shows Ihe "Rocky Mountain Range" 
ucfeired to In the Utah act of 1850) between 37" and 
38" OS eost of the Rio Grande. An undated map by 
"E. Gflmon. draflsman," printed ett "P. S. Durod's Steam 
Lilh. Press. Phila.." probably published between 1849 
and 1853, shows the boiuidory of New Mexico between 
37' and 36* ol dsotit )oo9 108* W. and names fhe 
mountains Sierra Madre. 

On an oiiicial map published by Ihe War Depart- 
ment In 1BS9 enlUled Tenllory ond Mlillaiy Depart- 
ment of New Mexico, compiled in the Bureau of Top'! 
£n^:a.," the New Mexico boundary between 37" and 
38° is plainly indicated as following the Conttnenlal 
Divide, west of the Rio Grande. On most other maps 
published between 1850 and 1960, the location of the 
New Mexico boundary is not indicated. 

In iizing the aummit ol the Rocky Mountains as the 
eastern boimdary of the Territory 6t Utah In the ad of 
1850. the lawmakers i robably assumed that the main 
range of the Rocky Mountains followed the Continental 
Divide flnoogh what wen flien on unexplored area. 

The Rio Grande Is a stieam ol 9i«eri importance to 



New Mexico, and the only apparent reason (or assign- 
ing to the Territory oi New Mexico land north of lot 
37* N. was to give it control of flie Rio Grande bosin. 
The Republic of Texas claimed an area as frrr wrst as 
ihe Rio Grande and iiom its source 1o Ihe 42d parallel. 
The orea north of the d2d parallel and west of fhe 103d 
meridian was sold by Texas to the United Slates in 
1860, and it would seem logical to give the Rio Gronde 
basin, which is all south of the 386i parallel, to New 
Mexico. (See fig. 47.) 

Mr. L. R. Hafen, historian, department of history. 
Colorado State Historical and Natural History Society, 
in a letin of DeoembeT 1, 1924, published in Colorado 
magazine in May 1926, wrote as follows: 

Th« Sm Ulia Vallwr (through which th« Rio QranJ* flows) wm 
Ai^iusUy adiBlDfitoMd M A pwt ol Mvw Mviico fmn tSSO 1o 1861- 
Th* qenntnei wpwiMmuduA of Indiu tStm tapaH* en Hila 
MM. Irk hi* Mpofl el BapMmbct I. )8S4, Qo w mnt UMrl«MlliH 
■ays liwi ihs Uuhs ef Now MMlca InhaUl "all Ow MMham tOba- 
l«iM ol llw Rio firanda tvhldi H* in Raw M«dee aod north of Om 
mL pmM «( taMwt*" OH Cbn9., 7d H. Dc. Doc. 1. Rspert 
e{ CeniiaUiletMr of Indian AR*tts ir: Stxtr^ia:;- of the laUttUst). In 
1860 iV.e suj^eririttniienl In New t.toxlco reiM:ts Ag*n'. Head I'.is 
iicoTv ptdceci ir. £ivu9« Ihe Tatiabuiches biad oi Uiatis and bis 
ai|«ncy locaiad on Ifao Comjea <WMt at liva lUo Grand* and nedh 
el 37*). 

I'oi: .VtatMchuavHa, aatahlishrd m iHil m 'ho San tu'-r, Valley, was 
under (h» lurtodlctlon c! li.e Depar l:rn.Til oi N«W {.<cx:re. V<Tier. 
Gur.niscn and Beckwiih w*nt thtcinh •htt* In 1853 ihsy ipcke ol 
tha Ion a» balRfr tn New Mexico. G. H. Heap, aanmpanYlna BmIo's 
ampadiUon e( the aana yaar. apaalia oi IIm twrUwr tboHt Port Maaak> 
chuaaiM a* Iho Mat latula podion ol N*w MaKicA. 

DttflnQ Ilia BIttas a numhar e( lown* war* ietmdad in iha San 
Luie Valky and wore 70vern<Kl as pii",a of Taoi County. 

Tiie naili^nal cer,2ua oi IB^ lisia Ihe icwiu oi CosUlk, Ccml«s. 
and odiara in Son Lula VaUajr aa pails ol Tmb County, N. MaK. 
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nGURE 47.— Historical diagram of New 
Mexico. 
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This 1em^cr,r -^.gs enlarged on Augiist 4, 1854. by the 
addition of the Gadsden PuichoM (10 Stat. L and 
was reduced by flw fonncrtfon o( Colorado Territory In 
1861 (p. 141) and Arizona Territory in 1863 (p. 165). 
The boundaries as thus choniged are the same as those 
of prasentdoy New Mexico and are described as fol- 
;ows: Beginnir\g at the point of intersection of the 103d 
meridian of longitude west of Greenwich with the 37th 
pCBTillel of lattlude; running thence south to its laolnl of 
interseciicn with the 32d p^arallel of latitude; thence 
'wesx on this parallel to its intersection with the Rio 
Grande; thence southerly down tha main channel of 
the Rio Grande as it was September 9, 1850. to its point 
of Intersection with ft© botindary line between the 
United States arri Mex;:o; thence with 'his boundary 
to its intersection with the 32d meridian of longitude 
-wvst from Woshln^ton: dience north dLoag this merid- 
ian to the 37th parallel of latitude, and east cdon9 that 
parallel to the place oi beginning. 

The enebling act for ^ admission of New Mexico to 
the Union, dated June 16, 1906. included also provisions 
lor the admission of Oklahoma and Arizona, the 
be uridanes of each to be "as at present described." 04 
Stat, L., pt. 1, 267.) Further provisions for the admission 
of New Mexico were made by the act of June 20. 1910 
(36 Stat. L, pt. 1, 557), and by the Joint resolution of 
August 21. 1911 (37 Stat L, pt. 1, 39). which required 
the acceptance of the Texas-New Mexico boundory line 
as described in the T.rr resolution of February 16. 191! 
(p. 124). The proclamation by the President declaring 
New Mexico's odmlnion k> statehood In effect was 
dated January 6, 1912. 

In 1874, John G. Major began his survey oi the east 
boundofy of New Mexico at flie Johnson monument for 
the 103d meridian (see Colorado, p. 141). 57 miles 4.50 
chains west of the southeast comer of (^loiado and 
142.00 chains west of file Mooomb monument already 
referred to. Maior then surveyed his lino for the east 
boundary of New Mexico south 34 miles and 40 chains 
to a point whkA he designated the northwest comer of 
Texas. However, he did not find the true northwest 
comer of Texos established by John H. Gark. Subse- 
quent retracements show that Major's line is 2 milos 
13.50 chains west of the northwest comer of Texas 
eefcdilf shed by Oark and 4 milea 28.50 chains west of 
the Ctneney and Smith portion for the Qmarron merid^ 
Ion in long 103^ W. 

For reference fo the New Mexico-Oklahoma line, see 
page 140; the New Mexico-Texas line, page I24f and 
the New Mexico-Colorado line, page 142. 

From the south end of the Cklahoma-New Mexico 
boundary line, then is o fe? in the New Mexico east 
line of about 2.1 miles westward along the Texas (lorlh 
line to long 103''02'28.27" W. (1927 NJV.D.). 
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The line between New Mexico and Arizona was sur- 
veyed in 1875 under the direction of the General Land 
Off:co by C. Robbins on a meridian determined by ref- 
erence to a peak named The Needles, located by the 
Wheeler Survey In 1874. Bobbins refers to this point as 
the "southwest needle point of Wilson's Paak " and 
gives Its posmon as lot 36''4I'40.3" N.. long 
108' 50*26. 1" W,' ' This peak is now known as Ship 
Rock. The summit was considered to be inaccessible 
until 1940, but many dimbere hove reoched the lop 
since that time (Bears, 1972, p. 212). (See fig. 48.) It is 
an intersected point in the triangulation oi the U.S. 
CSoast and Geodetic Survey. The line was nm west 
and north to the intersection of the 32d meridian west 
of Washington with the south boundary of Colorado as 
marked by Darling in 1868 (see p. 141). Bobbins' point 
was 1 mile 45 chains east of the earlier mark estab- 
lished for the southwest comer of Colorado and be- 
came (he accepted loooUon of "the four cOfDim" Csee 
p. 142]l The poeiiion wov marked by a Mndstone 
monument and wos used later in running die boundary 

between Colorado and Utah and that bet-ve n ''tah 
and Arizona. Because it was not possible to make 
aslfuiiomic observations from Ihe boundary comer, a 
28-inch ccttonwood tree a few hundred feet away was 
cut down and the stump used as a pedestal for the 
theodolite. Observations w«e made for latitude, axi- 
mulh, and time. The geodetic position of the monument 
has since been determined as lot 36''59'56.30" N., long 
I09"02'40.24" W. (1927 N.A.D.). 

From the monument, the line was surveyed south, 
with mnrks at mile intervals (most of Ihem small stones 
inscribed "ARIZ" on the west side and "N MEX" on the 
east), a measured distance oi 390 miles 48.31 chains 
to an intersection with the Untied States and Mexico 
boundary line. This intersection wns marked by the 
1891-96 Mexican boimdary siirvey with monument 71. 
whose poeltlon Is given as lat 3ri9'S6j35" N„ long 
109'02'56.82" W. (approximate 1927 N.A.D.). 

For a description of the south boundary, see pages 
29ondl24.<Seef)g.49.) 

Suit was instituted in the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
October term. 1920, by New Mexico against Texas to 
have the boundary between the two Stales, south of 
lot 32° N.. fixed at the inidchannel of the Rio Grande 

g*tlwc*4 br 1 itl;r5 ot III* U 3 ti»ogr»|jhical SurirerJ i»«sl oi the ICfch 
UMidlio. Im l«l aSrH-Tt O' N., long lOrSO ie.! " W. <M*cmb, \m, p. 22). 
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■*rlGUR£ 48. — Ship Rock. N. Mex., point of departure for 
Arizona-New Mexico bouncicny survey. :Phcti> 
graph by Josef Muench. Sani i Stnlxjra. Calif.) 
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FIGURE 49.— Marks on the tablet at the 
MulheaBl comer <rf New Medea 

as It flowed in 1850, When New Mexico wos mode a 

Territoryr the New Mexico claim wa; :ln: i nor tc r;a 
avulsion virhich oocuried In 1864, the river was in many 
pkwes east of its present posWon. In tfie case befcxe 
the Supreme Court, both States agreed to the boundary 
being the midchannel as it was in 1850, but each pre- 
sented a dUfeient map to show its location. The Court 
appointed a special master who filed a report that the 
correct boundary was as claimed by Texas. The inter- 
section of this line with the 32d paredlel was staled to 
be 750 feet west ol Qork motnnaent 1, reesioUlshed 
by commissioners In 191 1. (275 U.S. 279j 276 VS. 559.) 
A ccrr.m-sionor v/ao GC-Eii?ri:i'.*d on April 9, 1928, to 
survey and mark the boundary, and his report (283 
U.S. 786) was confinned by the Court on Mdidi 23, 
1931. There ore now 105 coocrele monuments on flie 
line. 



ARIZONA 

Arizona was nrqan rerJ as a Territory by act of 
February 24, 18&3, from the western part oi the Terri- 
tory of New Meidco (fig. 47) wifli boundaries described 

as follows (12 Stat. L. 665): 

lliAt M thai pan of the praaanl Territory of Naw Meilea alluals 
WMt tt • lliw nimiliiq diw aovlh lion lh» patal wlwrt iIm muMi- 
WBiil ceamt e( IH» TtrtNory c< CvUmtdo lain* the oentwni faowidair 
of Ow Terriiery o( Naw M«Kicg to dw •mlbani bwrndatr Miw «l 
Mid Tenf.czY cf Naw Mexico ba. and Hi* •*»* is haiaby. «i«cl«d 
Into « lemp'jfd'y aevenJBMfd by (h» aan* of Ihv Tarrtlorr o( AttaMtS. 

In 1866 an area of approximately 1 1,600 square miles 
north of the middle cf the Colorodo River and west of 
the 37th meridian v/est from Washington was added to 
Nevada <I4 Slat L. 4®. 



Thu? Gdraission of Arizona to the Union was provided 
iot in acts oi June 16. 19136 (34 StaL L. pL 1. p. 267). 
and June 20, 1910 (36 Slat. L, pL 1. p. 570}, and in a 
joint resolution approved August 21, 1911 (37 Stat. L, 
pt 1, p. 39). It was declared in effect by proclamation 
dated Febniary 14, 1912. 

The present boundaries of Arizona are described as 
follows: Beginning at the point oi intersection of the 
37th parallel of latitude with the 32d merldion of longi- 
tude west from Washington; thence south along this 
meridian to Us intersection wllh the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico; thence wllh this 
boundary to the Colorado River; thence up the middle 
of file main channel of die Cblorado ftiver to its point 
of in'.ersec'.ion with the 37th meridian of longitude; 
north on this meridian to its intersection with the 37th 
pordlel: and eastward cdong the 37fi) parallel le the 
place of beginning. 

For reference to surveys of the boundaries, see pages 
29, 160. and 163. 

The part of the bcundciry that lies in the Colorado 
River downstream from the mouth of the Gila River is 
file tntemotional boundary wifii kfezleo. (See the 
Gadsden Purchase, p. 29.) The treaty between the 
United States and Mexico signed November 23, 1970 
(TIAS 7313), has as one of its purposes to "Minimize 
the changes in the channels of these rivers fthe Rio 
Grande and Colorado | and should these changes 
oocur, attempt to resolve the problems arising thei«- 
from promptly and equitably." 

ALASKA 

hi 1946, ot the general election, Aloskans voled in 

favor of statehood. In subsequent sessions of Congress, 
bills wore introduced to admit Alaska to statehood. At 
o Stale election in 1955, delegates were chosen to meet 
and draft a constitution. This proposed constitution was 
approved by the voters in April 1956. An enabling act 
was passed by Congress and signed by the Presldmt 
on July 7, 1958 (72 Slat- 339). The PresidenUal procla- 
mation odmitltng Alaska as (he 49fii State was issued 
on January 3, 1959. 

The statehood act defines the boundaries of the State 
simply in fiiese words: 

Tho Smio cif Alflslrj e'r.iU cohbsb! t£ aU "he l^itllcry. ic--|*!!hi>t with 
IWTitoiial wai«i3 appuiienanl iheretg, ocw Included in lha Tenl- 
lerr of Aladea. 
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For a discuMion oi the boundaries of ihe Terrttocy 
and their legotl definition, see pog&s 29-33. 

Tr.c- qucstica arose as to whether the waiciL; c: ;2!ook 
Inlet were port ol the terrllorial sea. Legal action 
bfought o dedslod by the District Court (352 FS 850) 
which was confirmed by the Court of Appeals (497 F.. 
1^) to the eHect that Cook Inlet is a historic bay and 
en such is teiritoricd waters. Its seaward boundary Is 
dcfimrd as extending from Cai^e Douglas to Point Goie 
ajid including the Barren Islands. The decision is 
awaiting review by the U.S. Supremo Court. 

The great size of Alaska and the difficulty of access 
to much of the terrain made the survey of Ihe public 
lands on the rectangular system too costly. Such sur- 
veys on the ground were not needed over most oi the 
area. It was desirable to be able to describe a parcel 

of land with reference to principal meridians and base 
lines as had been done in the conlermmous 48 Slates. 
Additional inili^ points were selected and townships 
and ranges were referenced to them. (See fig. 16.) 
This system is called protractions. The coordinate 
values dt any subdivision boundary are deleimined by 
computation according to the methods approved by the 
Bureau of Land Management. 

It has been Him policy of the Federal Government to 
give one or mare sections oi each township oi the pub- 
lie lands to Ihe Stales for Uneit disposal and revenue. 
In the cn;.o ri Alaska, more thcin 100 million acres is 
being conveyed to Slate ownership to meet its needs 
for revenue. The oreos conveyed are referred lo as 
"Stale Selections" and are generally in large blocks 
and conform to the rectangular system. Survey of tiie 



exterior boundaries of these blocks is the lesponslblllty 

of the Bureau of Land Management. 

The constitution provides for minor civil divisions 
called boroughs. Eleven boroughs have been eslob- 

lisheri f!975) around maior cr-r.tors of populatior.. By 
iai tlib cjx£ia;cr i-a;t cf tlie £:a!e ;s jiol included .n any 
borough. 

The census of 1960 gave the population of Alaska as 
226,167. This figure includes 43,081 Indians and Eski- 
mos, who axe U.S. citizens. 

HAWAII 

Statehood bills lor Hawaii were introduced in Con- 
gress beginning in 1922. For various reasons. Conigress 
was rekic'ant ro make Hawaii a Slate, one being the 
fact that it IS not contiguous lo the continental United 
Stales. After tlw admisalon of Aloslca, the objections 
seemed to cxnry less weight A constitution had iseen 
drafted In 1950 and approved that year and again in 
19b9, The statehood act was passed by the U.S. Senate 
on March 11, 1959. passed by the House on the ioUow- 
ing day, and signed by the President on March 18, 
1959 (73 Slat. 4). The Presidential proclamation admit- 
ting Hawaii as the 50lh State was signed on August 
21, I95a 

the statehood Oct defines ttie Siote OS induding flie 

following: 

All lb* Mands, looMlier wMi OmIt «|tpittMnmt iMia «ad lMtt> 
loilal wMtn, InclttM Is Sw Ttetlmy tt Hawaii an di* 4ai« e( t]w 
■noetmwnl oi this Ml, azo»pi Ptlmyia bland, Midway, lohMlon. and 

£ar-..j Isidna.-;, ana iC.n;in:an Ron;. 

For a list oi the islands included in the former Teiri> 
tory, see pages 33 and 34. 

The population of Hawaii according to the 1960 cen- 
sus was 632.772. It is interesting to note that of this 
number, 203.455 are classed as Japoneee, 114.40S as 

Hawaiian, 69,070 as Filipino, and 38,197 as Chinese. 
Alt these groups have U.S. citizenship. 
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GENERAL STATISTtCS RELATING TO 
THE UNITED STATES 

ORGANIZATION OF THE U S GOVERNMENT 

The name "united States of Auieiica" was used in 
lh» Declaration of Independence, luly 4, 1776, and flw 
UM of the name "United States" for all State papers 
was ordered by tti« Continenlal Congress on Septem- 
ber 9, 1776. The first of the "Articles o( Confederation 
and paipetual Union * * * ' oi 1777, is "The sUle oi this 
Cbnfodaraey shall be The Unltad Slatas of America." 

The Arlir!ss c-.l Confederation were agreed to by 
delegates from the Thirteen Orlgmal Colonies on No- 
vember IS, 1777. The defeds In the fonn of qovemment 
(hsroby instituted were so many that steps were soon 
taken to change it. A convention called in 1787 to draft 
oconstituiicn for the United SlOtefl completed its )dboa 
on S^tember 17 ot the same year. The Constitution of 
the Untied States of America was ratified and the 
Thirteen Original States became members of the Union 
on various dates between !787 and 1790 (table 4). 

Tabl» 4.- 'Doi9 «nd ordvr ol admlisicn ol tha SO SteiM into tli« Union 
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1. Dtlawm .....Dw. 7, 17B7 

2. Mimylvwiii .Dk. 12. 1787 
a Niw r«fMy ..Dm; la, 1787 

4. OHwqla IM. 2, 1788 

5. CgnnKflietit lu. 8. 1788 

6. }.Ur.z,r\n.r.--u» _Feb. 6. 1783 

7. UayUnd Apr. 28. 1799 

8. ScuihCMoUBB-Mv 28,1789 
9 New 

Hampihir* ..Juno 21, 1788 

10. VitqinU June 26. 17BB 

11. Itew Yetk July 26. 1788 

12. Heidi CMlM -Nev. 21. 1788 

13. Miod* IkUnd Jtar 29. 1790 

14. VtnlMal .. Mw. 4. 1781 

15. Konlucky Jhim 1. 179i2 

18w T«oiwMM Jun* 1. 1796 

17. Ohio Feb. 19. 1803 

IB. Louisiana Apr. 3D. 1612 

19. Indiana D«:. U. leiC 

20. MmIhIp^ ^Dm 10, 1817 

21. tllinols D»i7. 3. :B!B 

22. Alabama Dor U. 1819 

23. Maine Mar. IS 1820 

24. Mlnouil Aug. IQ. 1821 

25. Ariconm ..Ium IS, 1936 



..Jan. 26.1837 
...Mur. 3.I84S 
..Dm. 39.1S4S 
...Dm. 28.1846 
30. WlMwiiln MkT 28. 1848 



26. 

27. PtBrida . 

28. Ttns . 

26. 



31. California S^l. 9 IBSO 

32. Minnosola May 1 1 . 1 ?SB 

33 Oregon Feb. H. 1859 

34. Kanaai Jan. 29, t86l 

3&. WMt VliaMa Jiim 18, 1863 

36. Nevada Od. 31. 1864 

37. KelirHlM Mw. 1. 1987 

38. Cbtsrade Aug. 1, 1878 

38. Nortit Mom ..Her. 2, 1888 
48l Suxih Oalteto ..Nov. 8. 1889 

41. Menlana Nov. 8. 1889 

42. W«thinqion . , Kov. 1 1 . t«S9 

43. Ida-ho -,'uly 3. 1B9D 

«. Wyooiinq July 10, 16*0 

45. Ulah Jan. 4. 1896 

46. Olclohoms .--Nov. 16. 1PC7 

47. Now Moxico .-Ian. 6. 1912 

48. A/i«>na Feb. M, 1912 

49. Alaaka Jaa 3. ]9i9 

50. Hawaii Aug. 21. 1969 



THE U.S. FI_AG 
Congress, by act approved April 4. 1618, eHective 
July 4. 1818.** oidered thai "the flag of the Untied 



CTATierice RSkAimie re 
tHK uNrtiD eTATse 



States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and 
white: thai the union be twenty stoia [there weie then 
20 Stolesl, white in a blue field." and fhat "on fhe 

admission of every new State into \\w 'Jnicn. one star 
be added to the union ot the flag" on the 4th oi July 
following. 

EARLY SESSIONS OF CONGRESS 

The place and time of the early sessions of Congress 
are indicated below. 

C<>n!LnGr.ta] Canqsati and Conqina cf the Coniedscatica 

Phdiadelpfaia Sapl. 6, 1774, to Oct. 21, 1774. 

Da May lOL 177S, to Om IS, 177a 

BaWmow 0«»c 20, 1776. to «». 4. 1777, 

Philadolphia Mar. 5. 1777, to S»pl. 18. 1777. 

L.inL-asler. Pa Sept. 27. 1777 (1 day only). 

Yuik Fa . Sep-. 3C. 1777. to June 27. 1778. 

Phlladtl^^iiw July 2. 177B. to June 21. 1783. 

Princ«>ton. HI Juno 3D. 1763, to Nov 4, 1783. 

Annapolis. Ud .............. Nov. 26, ;783. to ;uno 3. 1784. 

Trcnlnn. Ml ... Nov. I. 1784. to Dec. 24, 1784. 

New Yoii CUy Ian. 11. 1765, to Nov. 4, 1785. 

Do Not. 7, 1795. to Nov. 3. 1796. 

Do Nov. 6. 1786. to Oct. 30. 1787. 

Do Nov. 6. 1787. to Oct. 21, 1788. 

Do -- Nov 3. 1788, to Mir. 8, 1788. 

U4. Coagi«M 

Mtw T«fk CHy Mar. 4. 1788. to S&pL 28, 17881 

Do Tail. 4, ITSa to Ang. 12. 179& 

Philadelphia was the meeting place for subsequent 
aeseions from December 6. 1790, until November, 1800. 
when tha seat of Government was moved to Washing- 
ton." 



AREAS OF THE STATES AND OVERSEAS 
TERRITORY 

The following infomMtlen felallng to the area of flie 
United States and its overseas territory has been as- 
sembled in tabular form for convenient reference. The 
areas ore approxfinale only. Esoet oudines of dratnoge 



•3 SM. L 416. 8m dM I Slat. L 841 Hd Prebl* (in?!. 



i| Stal I 130 See 'A Blo^fephie*! Conflret»loei»l DiofMr "S 
Sisl Cong.. 2d mo., S. Dog £54. p. 1&. 1913, and (Sth Cong . 2d *«•> . 
K. D«C. m. 9- 31. m tor ptaoH and daHn af —a ttngi ai lha Cob. 
HaaiKal Oongmt. 8e* annual Cengraailaaal DlMeMry let daiM and 
neehngi o4 ihe U S Convreei a!«e U S S6lh Coim , Itl , M, OeO. 
396. p 1062. 1927 US Seih ConQ.. 2d leee , H Doc iS2. 1901, «t«iBl 
lllttftfail«n» ot lb* atglu buUduig* In wliicb M a t igwa oi Cm i y iM woio 
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basins oi kaqe rivers that ionn boundari^ ai» in many 
plooM not wsU •gtabUriwd em-n on the best maps. 

Ollqtaal UM cl Ihe Uiul*^d S'>'-^ oinJ aieds of conllaMlUl cllM9M 
(«Bc»p< Al«ska and Canal Zone) 

SquanmllM 

Th* ttmtory oi th* UnJiad Stata*. u noaqnlMd br Giwat 
BiMn m 1719: TIw mm UmiM by th* tu»Mu t ae- 
MpMd M(*«n hewnter Iran «Ml«ni Main* to a 
point naar iha neMhwMlMnmeal anol* of ih« Ldk« oi 

the V<'<: :d!, iheivco by a direct Iir.t- i -he sourco o( 
the Mississippi River, down thd: hvki to the 31sl 
parallel ol latitude, thence eastward along V:i\ i 1:3!. ..I 
«nd thp north !»»» of Fl ritli to the Atlantiir Ocean (e»- 
r:ud:nq Iho v.-.iTr --urt,i -.■■= of 'He Great LakaR, MHapt 



Lake Micniqan. and the Atlantic Ocean) 'B69,73S 

Hm parts of the Great Lakes on the international bound- 
ary whJcb at* undar tha turiadicttao ol lha Uaktad 

sitfaa aejsso 

A 2-niam aiilp alonv lha AOaBile «eHl 5,000 

InwMiwia PttKbaaa. 1803: Tba pact d &m <liNiiM9a biain 
of dia U MMt pf i Rhrar wad el ihai ftwar. tndaMtiiig 
lha bailn ol lha tllaMuil lUwar and lha aiaa south «f 
the 31st panllal faatwaan lha MlariailppI and PatMa 

Rivets; 

South cf '-.o .I'ir. parallel '909.130 

Noilh -J \\:u -V^th parallel . 2S0 

Red Rwet Bdsii:; dnri Lako r* 'h^ Woods drainage: South 
of the 4Sli» par&iiei, wt-.-- -A i!.c head cf Ihe Misstssippl 
River 4»,0t0 



Br iiaaty wtlh Spam la 1B19 lha Unitad Siaiaa acquirad 
Eaat and WatI FtoMi. an aua ot S8,BK ttfutn mllea. 



S^UMtt mil** 

and areas wail at Iba Mictitalppl Biver (prindpally in 
Toulrt>na> •nswillngi la 22434 aqtute miles, but re- 



linquWiad le QpaUi t7.IS0 aquara stOM (el Uia Lauia- 

iwa FufdMMl. «r a JM tea* oi .... ISjSO 

Taint, aanaiad to lUi |lBcliidlti« KjtM act al ol ih* 

araa wUnquiiliad ta Gpalit to 1819) nBjU7 

Ore<;on Territory, tltla aalablUhed in 1846 *2t85tl 

Mexican cession. 1648 (included 77i aq mi lelloqulabed 

to Spain m '!^'.'-<' *S29,189 

Gediden Purcha&e, 18b3 ... *29.670 



^Ttda value was obtained by adding the accepted areas ol the 24 
Slates and the District ol CoJu»!iia i7?J W iq m.' which lie --rhoMy 
vrithin the 1783 treaty limits. UicIuliitij lh<< i-^r.n v> Al^b^ir.i ':4H i!iH >..| 
mi) and Mtssisupfx (44,079 sq mi) north oi lat 31* N and the pan oi Min- 
naaela <29,9S0 tq mk) aaal e< llie Mississippi aad Lake of the Wood* 
ItaM*. na Ltka Mldil«aii ata* (22.400 aq at) waa alaa incluM. at tt la 
sriiUn lb* arigiwl nmtm. 

■n N la aiatwad (bat die UMied 8lai*t had n* valid ddai to di* *i*« 

south of lat 31^ K. and between the Perdido and Mississippi Ilivers, then 
this vdtua shoiil^ be reduced by «n area ol 13.4^ sq ail and tH4t amount 
/id(le;i f -h,- -i tM ol Ibe FM^ Pundiase. Oi lb* 13.433 *q lai, 2JCS» aq 
a\ I- -I i.^ri ol Abhaaa, XMS a put ol Miataatppl and IJIMi a 

part ol Louisiana 

>AN«t heai Saod. (INI. p. tt). drial dttk, OMMial Laid OBca], 

Table S, shewing land and water areas. Is loken 

from the "Sfnh-liral Abstract of the 'Jnifed Sla'es," 
1962, published by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Fne 
water areas include only "Inland water" as defined 

belov.', and exclu.de Ihcso ports of tho Groat Lnloes and 
certain other bodies ot water under the jurisdiction of 

the United Sicriee. 
The overage or mean area ot Ihe SO Slolee is 72,308 

square miles. 

Table 6 (p. 170) Induifes Ihe ohkb of ovwmob terri- 
tory of the United Slates. These figures also were taken 
from the "Statistical Abstract" oi the U.S. Bureau of 
Ihe Census. 



TabW &. — Land and water aroa ol tha Unilad Sl*3a«, by Sl4«*« 





Ana, lo aquaMBiha 




SMaW 


TMa) 


land* 1 

1 


liilHid 
i^ar* 




3.61 s.2n 


3,546,974 








63.118 


3,4^ 




SUM 


31,018 


2,209 




9ijai 


8,881 


280 




«i,Bia 


8^80 


333 








380 


tttwda Maod , 


i.ao9 


i.osa 


158 






4.902 


110 


IMdia Allnlie 


i02.2O7 


~ ~ 99.929 ~' 


~2J78 


Kaw Yaik 


49.108 


47,471 


1J837 




7,fW 


7.478 


315 




45,308 


44.883 


328 




248jMS 


245.185™ 


"5W2 


Ohio 


41.315 


41,065 


250 


bdiuM 


a6,l80 


36J074 


108 






55.887 


470 
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OINCIMI. srATtCTieS RKLATIN6 TO 1 CQ 
THK UNinO STATES 



Tabla — Land ftod w«tar «t«« ol lh« Untied Suiaa, by Stales — Conunuvd 



Atm, In aqutra milM 

MtohMMi . 68,692 S7.49S 1.197 

WiwODalii S6.IM S«jM9 t.449 

WosI Norlh CetUMl 517,622 blC.249 ' 7,b73 

Minn»io(» — „ ei.iOZ KJU 4!C59 

low* , 56.276 56,020 258 

Mti»outi $9,714 69.166 S48 

Nofth Dakoto 70.704 Ci».«96 1.200 

South Dakota ............................... 77.112 70.443 089 

Nabnifca ....... .. ..... ....... 77J)1 76.710 6IS 

KansM 82 263 82 (J54 216 

South AlUntlc 2V8,i26 267 313 ll,2C7 

Dataware " 2,043 TSM 79 

Marrland 10.444 9,741 703 

Duma ol GahiBbl* . . 69 01 0 

Vhfltela 4ftS9$ 39.0I0 977 

WaM Virqtnla _ 24J29 24.127 102 

North CaroliiM 49X>21 3.MS 

Sou* Carolins _ 31 IM 30J21 783 

r jU 38.914 59,317. 6U2 

Florida - iSA^?. S4.154 4,308 

EMI Soudl GmM ..... ; si. 898 ~ ~l79i42 2^56 

kmhim^ 4MU Win m 

TIsiniMMe ...... 42.121 41.639 482 

AUbama _ 51062 51 133 549 

Muuuvppt 47.664 47.191 493 

W»«l SMih CmlMl 437,641 4:'9,CB8 9,SM 

Arkancaa SWl* jOjUB 605 

LoolttaM , 47.711 44.394 S.4I7 

OltUhoma 69.9S6 69.924 1.032 

Taiaa 266.760 262,261 4,459 

MomilalB .................................. ... 863.567 ^3i6^3i 6.936 

MoMMU I47JD33 146.631 

IdahA 8a.57» 82.730 840 

Wyeninq 87,014 97,311 503 

Colorado 104.111 103.748 363 

Now Mexico 121,595 121.439 156 

Arliona 1 13.991 1 13,657 334 

...... . 84.850 82.3D3 2.577 

Nevada .......... l)0.5&t 109.812 752 

fudOk . ^"«0 SP°^ W^r' 19.690 

Waahuiglon 6«T07e 66.595 1.483 

Oeqon - - 97,074 96.341 733 

;-o ;[ r-n -,.........„„,..............„„,_..„ lSe,6l6 156,496 2.120 

Ai«ia , — 590.066 S74.731 IS.33S 

HawaU 6.447 6 438 9 



^Drr laod hail lampararflr ai puttallr eawd by waMr, audi 

AS mamhlAiid. swaoipa. «nd riv«r flood pUini. tlrMSB, slouglis. osiuariK. 
>.-i4 pondt laai lh«o 40 «ct»t in 

• P«nn«n*nl inland water surlac*. r-jch 9t lakvs. rn^zva:^^ ^rH f-n^N 
bavinp 40 acraa or more oi ajaa. t'toimi ilougKs. aatuari'?- ^nJ rin'k 
not* livao «iv».*l^lh 9) » •failu'.* mil* in widlh. d—plj mdanted ara 



barawxa and wuodi, and otKar eaaaitl waUia baUad or ihtllarad by 

haadlandc or islands saparate^ by less than 1 naubcal Dila of watar. and 
tslandi of lesi than 40 acres ol area. Does not include water aurlaee of 
*hi> oceans, bays. -hf> '!1l,H ol Mexico, the Greal Lafcaa. Imo laland 
Pu9«: Somi, I u : rl * Straits ol Sai> |uan da FUM «ad OoulSta. 
lying wilhao the jurisdiclion of lh« United Stales. 
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BOUNDARIES OF THE 
UNITIO STATU AND THE 



nvniAL KTATKS 



Ttbb ft.— Aim of ih» Unltsd BniM 







Total 


Lm4 


Inland 
water 


The 50 Slalej and iho Dislrici c> 








Columbia . 




3.SS0.967 


66,?.37 


Conl«rminous UntMd SidtM 


3.C2G,e31 


2.969.79a 


SO.093 


Ovcrsoas teniloryr 










3,497 


3.483 


14 


Vliqlii Mwdi ol lh« Uidiad 










m 


132 


1 




313 




3 




7* 




0 


PaiUMM Contl Zoms 


UT 


572 


275 



GEOGRAPHIC CENTERS OF THE 
CONTINENTAL. UNITED STATES AND THE 
SEVERAL states'* 

TherQ being no generally accepted definition of 
"geographic center" and no completely saUslactory 
melhod for detormining it. a Stole or counby may have 
OB many geographic centers as there are definitions of 
the term. The geographic center of an area may be 
defined as the csnter of gravity oi the surface, or (hot 



^ Othar inlonnalion on 9»ogrApfake etMttt to 

Ik m-fgli mi OuUar (IM. » M-MJ. 



(int. 



point on which the surface cA the area would 
ii it were a plane oi uniform thickness. 

No marked or monumentod point has been estab- 
lished by any Government agency as the geographic 
canter oi either the 50 States, the conterminous United 
States, or the NacA American CoattnenL However, a 
monument wn? erected in Lebanon, Kansas, by a 
group of citisens v/ho hired engineers to determine the 
position of the geographic center of the United States, 

Meodes Ranch trianoulalioo etaiion, about 12 miles 
north of Lucas, Kansas, is sometimee confused wtfli the 
ge:icrc:;:liir center of the United States. This trR-rnguli':- 
Uon station is the reference point for all property lines 
and city, county, Stoto, and intemattonal boundaries 
on the North American Continent that are tied to the 
national triangulation networks of the United States. 
Canada, Mexico, and Central America. Its location Is 
!a* 2T'?'?^:.m" M :rmg 98" 32 '30.506" W. This trl- 
a;.ijulat<o;. s'.auoi. the base point or origin of geo- 
detic positions and directions in the triangulation net 
of the United States becouse it is at ttie iuncUon oi the 
main east-west tronsconttnental triangulation arc 
strttuhmq from the Ailcrjt:c tc the Pacific Coast and 
Ihe main north-south arc, which follows approximately 
Ihe 96lh meridion from Ihe Canadian border to the Rio 
Grande. (See page 6.) 

Because many {actors, such as the curvature oi the 
Earth, large bodiee of water, and Irregular surfaces, 
affect the determination of geographic cenlPr^. '^.f* 
locality ol the centers (table 7) should be considered 
as approximations only. 

The geographic center of the conterminous United 
Stales (48 Slales) is near Lebanon, Smllh County, Kan- 
sas. Its laUtude is 39^50' N. and lis longitude is 96*35' 
W. (Deetz, 1918, p. 57.) 



Tabls 7. — Geographic canlwt oi iho Mvesol E'a'es 



Stale County Locality 



AUbam* ......... CSUltM ................ 12 milm southwosi of Ctonlon. 

Atoriw 63 = S0' K.. 1S2'0C' V.'., fiO iMlM nPHhwMl d 

[uiounl J.tcKWIey. 

Arizona Yavapai i5 miles easvsoulheaat of Ptes^oH. 

AflianMs ............ Puiaiki ............. 12 idi<«> nortiiwMl at Utile Rock. 

CMiemla VMm 38 mlhs MM ef Utdm*. 

Colciado ......... P<uk 30 .-dies noilhWMl dt PikM PMdc. 

Cpnoadtewt Hutfotd At E^M Berlin. 

IMlMnis KMt ........... it BitlM louih at Dovar. 

DtWlBl of ColmiUi Nnr Fewlh mi L ShMtt NW. 

Florida .............. Htnwndo ........... 12 nllw north. Borthw««l gf BiookvlU». 

G«M4l« ... ... TWl9g« IB biIIm Mialhwml ei Mieoa. 

Hawaii H»w«il — . 20'IS' M.. IS6*20' W., olf M«ul blind. 

Idaho Cus'er -. Af Cus««t. southwesi ot Cti*)U«. 

Iliinois L::gan - ^ ~ . 26 rnileg nnrtiiea::' □( S|-:in-^!;cUi- 

IncUana ....... Boone ... . 14 tades noith nositiweiit c( Iniiianapciia. 
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•KNKIML STATISTICS relating to 

THE UNITID STATES 



T«bto 7,— <jeoqi«|rttle miUm* of Ih* arraral SiaiM— ConMimad 



Looatllr 




n*ralavil* ...... 



Maryland Princ* G«orqos 

MMsachuMH* Wojc«fl!et 

Michigan V/exfotd 

MionMOM ............ Ctew Winq ... 

MlailMtPpi ....... 



MontiM . 
HobniU 



Now Hampthli* 



N«w J«r««y Mwreaf 

N«w Maxko Tcrrancs . 

TUm Yotk . Madiswn 

North Carolina Chaihatn 

Noilh Oakofa Sh»ii'Jan 



Ohio ................ Delawiira . 

I'd a.-. -ma ........... Oklahoma . 

Oregon ........ Ooofc - — 

Pennsylvania OmlM 

Rhode Island . KmH ..... 



<Vi mil»« noirhwffst of Daviciscnvit|«i, 
Ncrlh pati of cily oS Worceaier. 
5 mlJ9s norlh-norlhwesi o! CaJtUac. 
10 miim Knitbwrat of Bta>n«rd. 

9 milts «Mbiwrttn»Ml «f Oardiagaw 

20 mlJea loulhweal ct Ivflansn OHIT. 
12 mklM w«si ol LwwlstewB. 

10 mflas norlhwMl of BphUbmi Bow. 
M milM lettilMMt «l 
3 Bllw MM oi 



5 bIIm lealbMtt of Ttvnten. 

12 aills« »o«lh-sou»hweit of WllUrd. 

6 mllax siouth soatl^oatt ol Oneida. 
10 miles northweti ol Sanlcid. 

5 miles sau'hweB! ci McClusky. 

?-5 rr.ilo* norh notfhoflsi of Columbu*. 
8 niies narlh o( Olclshcma City. 
2b miles south-BOjtheast of Piinevitle. 
2'>i miles aoulhweg' of BeUelon!e. 
I mile south'Scuihwest of Crampttm, 



Sealh OmoUm 
Soaih 



HuqhM — 
McCuUodi 



Utah ... 



13 

8 

S 

IS 

3 



MuiiiMM el Cplumbla. 

IMfllMMl ol PlMT*. 

aariMMi of MiiffMifaafa. 

srihMst ol Sndy. 
narih td Mmtk 



Vif^;riia Lu^k..iigiiam 

Washintjtcn .......... Chelan 

Weti Virginia ........ Braxion — .. 

WiscT3nsin Wood 

Wyomlnq FrMDont 



3 mUes east of Roxbury. 

6 miles southwest of Backuvgham. 

10 miles wos-.soulhwesl ol W«Mlcfa»i. 

4 miles east of Sutton. 

9 miles scutheasi of Marshiield. 
36 iiui9» Mi(-oorthMil of Landvr. 



EXTREME AND MEAN ALTITUDES OF U.S. 
TERRITORY AND THE CONTINENTS 

The following allituides (table 8), which give the 
height of the land above sea level, vinleas otherwise 
Blcttad, were determined by the Geological Sunr«y. 
Inasmuch as the United States Is not entirely mapped, 
the locations of the highest ond lowest points, as well 
as the values given for some of the points, am doiibtful 
and die subject to change as the areas aw jnopped. 

The highest point within fhe conlemtlnous 46 Stales 
is Moun- Whitney — U, .194 f^(?t ahr.vf^ 1.-V-1, The 

lowest point oi dry land is in Death Valley — 282 ieet 



belcv/ ^en level. These two points, both In Gallioaila, 
are oiUy 86 miles apart. (See iigs. 50. 51.) 
The foUovring list (lable 9) ts given to pezmlt a coni' 

parison between altitudes in the United States and 
those in other parts ol the world. These figures are sub- 
ject to change as better maps become ovoUcdble. How- 
ever, the Information on North America is accurate. 

The altitude of Mount Everest was reported to the 
National Geographic Society by Brigadier !, H. R. 
Wilson, Surveyor General of India, as 29.028 IseL This 
determination was mode by the Survey of India from 
observa'iij.-.s a::d ca.rxilnl.or.t in 19^.''.-?-.4 An accural© 
altitude for the summit of a mountain as high and as 
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Highest and Lowest Points In the Conterminous United States, Both in California 

and Only 86 Miles Apart 

FIGURE 50 (above). — Mount Whitney, 14,494 feet above sea level. View is from 
Owens Valley. (Photograph by Bruce Bambaum, Los Anqeles, Calif.) 

FIGURE 51 (opposite).— Two views of Death Valley: 

Above, Badwater, the lowest area in the valley at 282 feet below sea level, 
and Telescope Peak in the Panamlnt Range in the background. (Photo- 
graph by Josef Muench, Santa Barbara, Calif.) 

Below, View across sand dunes toward the Armagosa Range. (Photograph 
by Bruce Bambaum, Los Anqeles. Calif.) 
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BOUHMMNrM 0P THE 

UNITED STATIS AND THE SIVniAL ETATEE 



Table 3. — £xlr»ine and in«an allitudss in the UnUad Stale* and U* ov«n»as lemtory 

[Cnt«ei«d to FcbnMir 



Mil- 



Oaunly 



Altllud* 



2,407 OuU «r llMdee 

MdOnlay .......... 20.320 hellte Obmb 

ArUona . Homphrsys Peak Cocontao * 12.633 CoSorado Blvw 

ArkMWM ....... Mavaztoa Mountain Lo^an 2,753 Ouachita R1v«t . 

McMRt Whliaw Inyo-'nilw* ' 14.494 DMih VaUar — 



Yuma .-^ 

iRJfO 



Saa ImmI 

da 

70 

ss 

-asa 



Canal Zom ......... Cerro Galera BiIfaM Dtolllel '1.205 

Coioracto ........... MeunI Eltert ........ Lak* ........... 14,431 

CeoMcHeiri ......... Mount FtiM*). on aoulh iHdiMd ... . 3,800 

slopa. 

Dalawara On Ebrigirt RoM Now CaaUs 442 

DtaBlet of CdtuBblA . . Tentoyiown Norihwail part 410 



Allanllc Oc^an 
Atkansas Rlvw 

Atlantic OoatE . 
PMoaMe niviiir . 



.... Prowtrs 



Sea level' 
3.3S0 ... 

OM MWi a 



..dft 



Florida 



Idaho 



UlinoU 



S«:. 3a T. 6 N., 
90 W. 



R. WahoR 



- Tbwiia4fnl(» 
AqM DMriet , 

MauiM Km Hawaii 

Borah Peak Ouster 



MS 

4.784 

-. "LMJ 

- 13.798 

-- 12.662 



....do ....... 

Snak* River ... 



... Nm Pwm 

Charles Mound lo Davleu 1.23S MiadMippl RivAt Alexander 



di». 

da. 

. do . 

710 .... 



Franklin Township 
Sec. 3. T. IS N.. 

P. 1 V.'. 



W«rM 1^7 Ohio Aw 



279* . 
MO*. 



Moauchuialti 

Michigan 



Va. 

Mount Grey lock 

Mount Curwood Sac. 

aa T. SO K. R. 

31 W. 



Berkahiia 3.491 do .. 

Bara<ia 1.960 Lake Erie 



-do . 



S72' 



$00 

i.«n 

4.100 
BSD 
3J0O 

100 
6.800 

soo 

60 
ISO 

100 

■00 
BSD 

I.MO 
5.000 

600 
700 



T. ICO N. P 44 W ... 


0*o»oU 


1,670 






1.100 


ticy^n; Sunflower Sec. 






Vwdiqiia fUvw UantanMr 


r »o 


ajgoQ 


12 T. 12 &, R. 43 W. 














Karian 


4.14S 




as7» 


750 


Driaidll kfoumain 


Mmvin* 


sas 




—5 


100 


MmM XaUbdin .. 




s.aeB 






BOO 






a.86D 




-do 


350 



500 
900 



Minnaieta Eagle Mountain Cook 

... WoodaD KeuiMain um 



Tmbb Siuk 
<Snm» PMk . — . 



Ftok 



2.301 Lak» Superior 
306 OttVell 



1.772 
12.799 
S.4a6 



BOB' 



St. Francis Km .... 
Koolonai Rimr ..... 

«< 



230* 

1,800 

040 



1.200 
300 

800 
3,400 
3.60O 



WUi* 

BouBd«7 PmL 

New Hampahlre Mount Waahlmjton 

Wew forsey , . High Point . , . 

Uvw f-(pjtlcc . W^.pn^cr .^'oak . 

New York Mourn Marcy 



.- 13.143 CSakMd«Rlm CM 



470. 



.- Cooa . 

Sunax 
. Taos .. 
Eaaax 



6.203 AUnUe OeMn .... 

1.809 do 

13 te : F. ii BluH Reservoir 

S.344 Atlantic Ocean 



Eddy 



Sm IotvI . 

do- 
2.817 ... 
Sea laval . 



9.500 

IMO 

250 
5.700 
1.000 
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Tafala 8^— Exlrama utd 



mMa aliltudM la ih« Unitad Smim and ila 
ICbmcMd to FMinncir I97S1 



ownn MtzitOTT — CgnUnuad 



UwMl petel 



Cbunly 



tud* 



Cbaaly 



•llttud* 



North CmWUm 
Ohio 

Or*4aci 



cmpMi »ii 

BiMfc IAm 



Yueay >JBM Aitaalle Ocmb 

flop* »M» IM Kmc 

1^ Ofalo Hfw 

CItdMmvHeed 



MeOurtilii . 



Sm towl . 

7S0 

433* 

aOD 

8m laval . 



lUiod* 



....... MeiMit DtvU ..... SauHwt 9^13 

— ».ir. ^^Wfr 4t PiiHte ..... hiim Dtabkl ... 4i3Bft 
T«rinellt HOI PravidMc* tl2 da 

Lata Tau IiUnd "3.150 Pacific Ocean 

CtraUiM ...... SaMsiias Mountain Fickans 3,S6Q Atlanuc Oceaa 



^dD . 

.da . 

....do. 
do. 



.... 7aa Big) 

Tmrmmo ClingiMM Deno StviK (.MS MMMint mv«r — OuXbr m' 

T»«M ........ Ouadalup* Patk Oitbrnen 9,751 OuH of Masim Soa iMal . 

Utah .... KlBqa P«ak Duchmn* Beaverdam Cr«ek \^^aahiniq1ail 2,lt0 ... 

VaroMM ............ Mourn Majialiakl UmatU* 4.393 Lake Champlain ... FrankUn 9S ...... 



5.739 AitaKcOcMn 
do 



Vli«liiia . ManMt Itown Gr«raaii>tev(h . 

VIrgia Uiirfa CkamMMiaMa IdaadelSl. 

Thamat. 

W«lbtogton Mount Rainier tli<j. S2) Plwce 14.410 Pacific Ocean 

WtH Vitginia Spruce Knob Pendleton 4.862 Potomac River 

HtU ... Meo |jW« Uk* 



Satlawal. 

do.. 



.do. 



loKanoB 



240.. 



Wyotttaw 

Unjied Stale* 



fVmioiit ........ 13M4 Tavactm River . Creak 



Maual MHClnlor AlariM 90.320 Saath Vallar Tnyo. CalU 



3.I0O 

— 2B2. 



700 
1.900 

9M 
1.300 
3.300 

1.100 

no 

350 

2,900 
900 
1.700 
6,100 
IXNO 

050 

750 

1,700 
I.SO0 
1,050 

6,700 

9.500 



>S*e VS. G«c>l:>}ic3i 



*Corp( ol Cngtnear* 

•Mean lea level ol llw PeckHc at PMiaaa a 0.7 leei htgiur thao 
aaa la*al «f Hi* AlUnlW at Cato*. 



Table 9.— Ex1tem«< of altitude In the continonls 



lllQliaal poittt 



Loafaal point 



Feet 
•teva 



Looatton 



Fast 
below 



Ap. 
proxi- 
mate 
mean 
alti- 
tuda 
daal) 



Mount McKlnley. Alaska 
Mount Aconcaqua, Ar- 



Nonh An-t n .1 
South America 



Gurapo ......... Mount B1»ua. U.S.S.R., 



Aiika. 



MeiMU S«ara»l. Napal . 



KU» Peat (KtUmanlaro). 



AuiirallB Mount Kosduslce, 

Now South Wale*. 
Antaidica ... — Vinson ktaasji Group, 
Blaworth MouBlaiBB. 



20.320 Death Valley. CaJtl. <lig. SI). 282 2,000 

22,834 Saitnas Grandra, PaiuniuU 131 1,800 
Vatdez, ClwtlNIt PtOVtlWO. 

AiqanliM. 

iay491 eHipiaa 8a«. V.9L&IL. and M 9N 

30J039 Daad Sm. Itraal and Joidan 1.380 ifiOO 

nut. SSk 

1^940 OaiiaM Dapiaatien. Gwpl . 436 t.900 

7.316 Lake Eyro. South Australia. 39 1.000 

16.660 Sea level 6.(X)0 
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■OUNOARIES OF THC 

UNITED STATES AND THE SEVERAL STATES 



Inaccessible as Everest is difficult to obtain. Corrections 
must be made (o the observed altitude for refraction 
of the atmosphere, the shape of the geoid, and the 
varying amount of snow on the peak. For discussions 
of the height oi Mount Everest, see De Graaii-Hunter 
(1955) and Gulatee (1954). (See fig. 54.) 



The greatest ocean depth thus far discovered is in 
the Mariana Trench In the Pacific, about 200 miles 
southv/est of Guam (lot W'lV N., long 142° 12' E.). It 
has been called the Challenger Deep. The depth, meas- 
ured by soundings in 1957, is 6,033+ fathoms, or 
36,201 feel, and this value is generally accepted by 
scientific organizations. In 1960 the bathyscaph 
"Trieste" descended to the ocean floor in the same 
locality. It registered a depth of 5,%7 fathoms — 35,802 
feet. (For a description of this descent, see Piccard, 
1960, p. 224.) The greatest confirmed depth recorded in 
the Atlantic is 4,729 fathoms (28,374 feet). The position 
of this depth is in the Puerto Rico Trench, about 60 





FIGURE 52. — Mount Rainier, altitude 14,410 feet, highest point in the State of Washington. View is southwest 
lookmg at the Emmons Glacier and the White River Valley. (Photograph by Dwighl R. Crandell.) 



Google 



miles north oi the eastern end o( Ihe Dornrr^i-rin Re- 
pubhc. at lot 19^35' N., long 68° 17' W. This measure- 
from the U.S.S. Archeritsh in 1961. 

The table below (table 10) lists extreme points in the 
cardinal directior^. consideiimj first the 50 States, then 
th» continental United SloiM. and lindly tlw eonier* 
minous 48 Slalm. 

The 90uth«mma8t T»1nt In U.S. tarrtlory Is Row blond 
of the Sam.-xin grour — almos: exactly 1.000 miles south 
oi the Equator. Point Barrow, the extreme north point 
of Aloskot. is neenly 5.000 miles noilh ei flw Equator. 
CSee tig. 10.) 

Alaska %nth Its islands extends from 130" W.. post 
th» 180' line to inyu" E., or 57tr." of longitude. The 

d.fierf^nce in time (3 hr, 50 t:i:n' ^t^i-.w^n these two 
extremes is greater than that between New York and 
Son Fxuiidsoo* 

The following distances in statute mites are com- 
puted to mean sea level: (a) West Quoddy Head. 
Mame. along the parallel to ihe Pacific Ocean, 2,807 
miles; (b) the scu-h rcint of Texas duo ncrfh t; the 
49lh parallel, 1.53S aules; (c) V^esi Quuddy Head, 
Maine, to Cape WrangoU, Alaska. 4,639 miles; (d) West 
Quoddy Head, Maine, to Kuie Island, Hawaii, 5,788 
miles; (e) Mangrove Point Fla., to Cape Wrong©!!, 
Alr.ska " 496 miles; (0 Mangrove Point, F':i i:: 
Island. Hawaii. 5,848 miies. The length oi the northern 
boundary, excluding Alosko, is 3.987 niiiee; Ihe Cdnad- 
tan-Akukan boundary, 1.538 miles; and fhe Mexican 
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boundary from Aie Gulf of Mexico to d«e l^ocific Ocean, 

approximately 1.933 miles. 

The geographic positions oi the following pomts are 
of inteiest: 

L*titud« (N) LoBQitucU tW ) 

Cij:* Men<jc<ii>o. C*Ii: iO'iT \2V2A' 

Cope Sj.'ile r.4 icn n-.amlMld) .............. ti*W 81 'Oi' 

ICur* liJand. K»wa*. 8r2S* 178'22- 

EMM* Mudi *i TMua 25*S0^ 97*24' 

The two pomts far'r.c-st ajjvrrrt .n tr.o ccntf'rn-.mcur. 48 
States are West Quoddy Head, Maine, and Pomt 
Aiena, Gcdiiomia. The distance between diem is 2.897 
miles. From a point 10 miles south of Brunswick. Ga., 
to a point 12 nules south oi San Diego, the distance is 
2,068 miles, whid) is ttie shortest distance between two 

points, one on the AtlrmMr and nr.? rr. the Pnc-ifir. 

The highest pomt in North America is Mount Mc- 
ICinley, in Alaska, 20l320 feet above sea level tontie* 
piece). 

The highest point within the conterminous 48 Slates 



IS Mount V.Tiitnov I4,495 fr-ol 



lowest iwint oi dry land is in Oec>(h Valley— 282 iset 
below sea level These two points, both in Cditomia, 
ore only 86 mike enpart. (See figi. 50, SI,) 



T«bl» Uk^-Pialiili oImImim iMMttds ami 



Utt- 

. Looqiiud* 



lb* IMM Stuw 60 Volal Bwnw, 



Cenluranial United St«t«» 
(49 



Coma ncl nous United 
SMm (48 SlelM). 



AlMka „ - Nonh 71*23* 

lUU* (Soulli Oape) Hav/aU South 18*58* 

W««l OutMy Head, Maine ... E»»t . . 44*49* 
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Highest and Lowest Points in the World. 

FIGURE S3 laboTO?.— I>6»acl S«a. Israel and Ionian. a;t;tude 1.2S6 feet below 
sea levt>l. lowest i.x'-int of dry land on the Earth. (Photograph by losef 
Muench. Santa Barbara. Cold.) 

FTGl'RE 54 (opposite^— Mount Everest in the Himolo^-a Mountains. alt;tude 
29.cC3 iee; above sea teve!. hi^jhest pcmt on the Earth. J^hotoijraph by 
Gev.->rje S:lk. Westpcrt. ConnJ 
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